
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, October 11, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

FREE Exam for new Patients*

(908) 233-6030

New Hours!

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E - Westfield, NJ 07090

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm & Sat: 8am-1pm

• Toothprints• Pictures with the Tooth Fairy• Games & Prizes
• Goodie Bags

Saturday October 20th
10am to 2pm

560 Springfield Ave.
Westfield

(across from Echo Lake Park entrance)

2nd floor Suite L

908.264.8335
www.parkview.me Dr. Stacey Laskis

• Toothprints• Pictures with the Tooth Fairy• Games & Prizes
• Goodie Bags

Saturday October 20th
10am to 2pm

Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
BACK IN TIME...Erick Hoens catches up with The Westfield Leader while on a
trip to Belgium and France. Erick and his dad visited the locations from
Normandy to Germany that Erick’s grandfather’s 39th Infantry Regiment, 9th
Division, battled over during World War II.  They traveled from Utah Beach
through Belgium to the Hurtgen Forest in Germany where Erick’s grandfather’s
unit saw a lot of action.

STREET SCENE...Barbara and Don Goldberg of Westfield catch up on news in
The Westfield Leader while visiting the Amber Palace in Jaipur, India during a
vacation in September.

Photo courtesy of Don and Judy Wussler
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED…Don and Judy Wussler of Scotch Plains enjoy
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and learn about Alaskan history and culture
as they tour the Alaskan Native Heritage Center near Anchorage. Visiting each
of the 50 states, including Alaska, has been on Judy’s “bucket list.” Mission
accomplished!

“This is a good opportunity to im-
prove the safety on a main thor-
oughfare in Westfield,” Mr. Gildea
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Jerry Bermingham, a representa-
tive of National Realty and Devel-
opment Corporation, explained to
The Times that due to the many pe-
destrian accidents that have occurred
in the North Avenue crosswalk, the
corporation conducted a study to
determine what would create a safer
environment. The study found the
HAWK light to be the most efficient
option.

“This is a specialty situation due
to the parking lot being across the
street from the store,” Mr.
Bermingham said. “Having seen a
problem, we wanted to create a solu-
tion.”

With support from the county, the
next phase of installation will be to
obtain a permit, after which construc-
tion could begin. Mr. Bermingham
told The Leader the corporation hopes
to have the pedestrian light installed by
Thanksgiving, although he noted that it
would require an “aggressive construc-
tion schedule.”

“[Westfield] Mayor [Andy]
Skibitsky has talked to me several times
about the need for the HAWK system
to be installed there to allow people to
safely cross,” Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said. “It’s a good partnership
between the county and Westfield.”

Another HAWK pedestrian light was
installed in Westfield last year on Cen-
tral Avenue, mid-block between Cam-
bridge Road and Clover Street. Since
the installation, a few area residents
have continually shown up at public
town and county meetings to voice
displeasure with the pedestrian light.

In other business, the freeholders con-
sidered a resolution to extend a contract
with vendor U.S. Security Associates
for protection services at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights
from February 13, 2013 through Febru-
ary 12, 2015, in the total amount of
$575,880. The board also considered a
resolution awarding a $10,000 contract
for audiology services at Runnells to
Hearing Associates of Westfield, from
the period of October 1, 2012 through
September 30, 2013.
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SPMC
to be aware of. He will also keep an eye
on the exteriors of the buildings within
the special improvement district, look-
ing for any deficiencies in the streetscape
— on both public and private property
— that need to be addressed or im-
proved.

The latest edition of Simply Scotch
Plains, SPMC’s magazine, was well-
received, according to Mr. Biagini, and
was printed on glossy paper made pos-
sible by the increased number of ads.
The next issue will be available in late
November.

asked if the testing would be done once
a week during regular business hours.

“Yes, absolutely,” Mr. Lynch replied.
 Mr. Abeel then said to Mr. Druthie,

“I understand your concerns, but the
DEP (New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection) and the EPA (En-
vironmental Protection Agency) have
looked at it, and Evangel Church doesn’t
do things halfway,”

Mr. Druthie then said, “I’m not opposed
to this, but it’s a lot of fuel for this facility.”

Mr. Anderson asked if “the con-
tainment wall would hold snow or
rain, or could it cause leakage to the
ground. Did Chief Ellis suggest any
other containment?”

 Mr. Abeel asked, “Do we not, on a
regular basis, rely on construction of-
ficers, and the fire chief? We can’t be

expected to have first-hand expertise in
all of these fields.” Mr. Druthie added,
“I have no regrets for bringing all of this
up. It’s not common. Common would
be fiber glass wrapped in fiber glass.”

Mr. Anderson said, “I feel better
about this than I would about an under-
ground tank.”

“With testing during business hours
and an alarm, I’m fine,” Mr. Abeel said.

The generator was approved unani-
mously by the board.

An application by Julia Beaumont,
413 Farley Avenue, was carried over to
the next board on Thursday, November
1, at 7:30 p.m., at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WATCHFUL EYE…Dispatcher Tomasso Campisi keeps an eye on what is going
on around the area at the newly expanded Union County Police Regional
Dispatch Center, located in the county’s public safety building in Westfield.

Westfield Council Swears In
Police Captain, Officer
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – John Swiderski was
sworn in at Tuesday night’s town coun-
cil meeting as the town’s newest po-
lice officer while Scott Rodger was
elevated to police captain.

Officer Swiderski holds a
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers
University and previously worked
as a corrections officer for Union
County. He will complete his acad-
emy training on Friday, December
14.

Police Chief David Wayman told
the crowd of friends, family and
fellow police officers that he was
“highly impressed with the charac-
ter that [Officer Swiderski] dis-
played” during the interview pro-
cess and that he has a strong work
ethic.

Captain Rodger began his career
with the Westfield Police Depart-
ment as a dispatcher before joining
the force as a patrolman in 1989.
Captain Rodger was later promoted
to sergeant and then lieutenant in
2008. During his police career he
also worked with the Union County
Narcotics Strike Force.

Chief Wayman said that Captain
Rodger, “works tirelessly to the pro-
gression of the police department.”

Acting Mayor Jo Ann Neylan,
who swore in Officer Swiderski and
Captain Rodger, also recognized
Chief Wayman for his recent gradu-
ation from the FBI National Acad-
emy in Quantico, Va.

“The Town of Westfield is very
fortunate to have a graduate as
chief,” she said. “I feel very safe in
your hands.”

The academy is considered the
“West Point of law enforcement,”
according to Acting Mayor Neylan.
She said that the academy accepts
less than 1 percent of those who go
through its rigorous application pro-
cess. Chief Wayman was one of 266
graduates from the 10-week pro-
gram.

In addition to completing the aca-
demic portion of the program, which
is accredited by the University of
Virginia, Chief Wayman completed
the “yellow brick road.” The FBI’s
website describes the yellow brick
road as, “a 6.1-mile grueling run
through a hilly, wooded trail built
by the Marines. Along the way, the
participants must climb over walls,
run through creeks, jump through
simulated windows, scale rock faces
with ropes, crawl under barbed wire
in muddy water, maneuver across a
cargo net, and more. When [and if]
the students complete this difficult
test, they receive an actual yellow
brick to memorialize their achieve-
ment.”

In other business, Mary
Robinson, the executive director of
Imagine, a grief support center, in-
vited the community to a “night of
remembrance” on Thursday, No-
vember 15, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. The
evening is open to the public to
remember those they have lost, and
will include an art project, a service
and refreshments. Ms. Robinson

also requested that the town coun-
cil consider approval of a “reflec-
tion garden” at Mindowaskin Park.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Garden Club of
Westfield President Jane Curtis said
that a luncheon and fundraiser
would be held to celebrate the club’s
90th anniversary on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30, at the Echo Lake Country
Club. The club cares for the plant-
ers on East Broad and Elm Streets,
the flowers at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, two gardens at
Mindowaskin Park, a garden at the
Reeve House and a garden at
Tamaques Park. The group also pro-
vides all of the evergreen Christ-
mas wreaths for Westfield’s public
buildings.

Resident Greg Kasko also spoke
during the public portion of the
meeting, once again taking issue
with comments made by Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea regarding
Mr. Kasko’s credibility at a meet-
ing several weeks ago. Mr. Kasko
said that he is “not interested in his
[Mr. Gildea’s] opinion. [I am] in-
terested, as the mayor should be, in
facts.” He also said that, “Mayor
[Andy] Skibitsky has always had a
problem when the facts don’t match
his opinion.” Mayor Skibitsky was
absent from Tuesday night’s meet-
ing as he was stuck in traffic while
returning from a business trip.

Mr. Kasko said that opinions on
his credibility are “irrelevant.” He
said that he presents facts and data
to the council and compared him-
self to Galileo, who, according to
Mr. Kasko, was declared a “her-
etic” by the pope because he said
the world was round when others
believed it was flat.

The council ended the meeting
by going into closed session to dis-
cuss Sunnyside versus Town of
Westfield, a builders remedy law-
suit, and NJDEP versus Occidental
Chemical, litigation related to the
Passaic River. Westfield is a mem-
ber of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, which was named in the
lawsuit along with other sewerage
authorities.

Officer  John Swiderski


