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OUTDOOR THEATER…Westfield’s Franklin Elementary School recently transformed its fields into an outdoor movie
theater on an early autumn evening. Students and families huddled on blankets and enjoyed munching on snacks while
watching Dolphin Tale under the moonlight.

PUT ON THE BRAKES…Over 2,000 students in Westfield recently walked to
school as part of the district-wide annual Walk-to-School Day Celebration. This
event, sponsored by the Bikers, Runners and Kids are Entitled to Safety
(B.R.A.K.E.S.) group of Westfield, is intended to promote healthy lifestyles by
encouraging children to walk to school. Pictured, Wilson Elementary School
students arrive at school under the escort of guidance counselor Frank Uveges,
back row, left, and Sergeant Jason McErlean, back row, center.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NEW PERSPECTIVE...Ferraro’s Restaurant reopened last week, offering din-
ers a bird’s-eye view of Elm Street from its second-floor balcony. The restaurant
had to be rebuilt after a fire destroyed the landmark in May 2011.

County Hears Lord&Taylor
Light Proposal on North Ave.

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — During its October 4
agenda-setting meeting, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers considered a resolution to support
the installation of a pedestrian HAWK
signal at the Lord & Taylor crosswalk
on North Avenue in Westfield.

“Lord & Taylor is going to pay for
everything – design, construction and
maintenance – but they have to go
through the [Town] of Westfield, and
ultimately we have to concur with
Westfield’s resolution on it,” said Jo-
seph Graziano, director of the
county’s Department of Engineer-
ing, Public Works and Facilities. “It’s
no cost to the county whatsoever.”

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, the town
passed a resolution in April of 2012
supporting the efforts of Lord &
Taylor’s property management com-
pany, National Realty and Develop-
ment Corporation, to install a High
Intensity Activated Crosswalk
(HAWK) pedestrian-activated hybrid
beacon.

“This is a good opportunity to im-
prove the safety on a main thorough-
fare in Westfield,” Mr. Gildea told
The Westfield Leader.

Jerry Bermingham, a representa-
tive of National Realty and Develop-
ment Corporation, explained to The
Leader that due to the many pedes-
trian accidents that have occurred in
the North Avenue crosswalk, the cor-
poration conducted a study to deter-
mine what would create a safer envi-
ronment. The study found the HAWK

light to be the most efficient option.
“This is a specialty situation due to

the parking lot being across the street
from the store,” Mr. Bermingham
said. “Having seen a problem, we
wanted to create a solution.”

With support from the county, the
next phase of installation will be to
obtain a permit, after which construc-
tion could begin. Mr. Bermingham
told The Leader the corporation hopes
to have the pedestrian light installed
by Thanksgiving, although he noted
that it would require an “aggressive
construction schedule.”

“(Westfield) Mayor (Andy)
Skibitsky has talked to me several
times about the need for the HAWK
system to be installed there to allow
people to safely cross,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said. “It’s a
good partnership between the county
and Westfield.”

Another HAWK pedestrian light
was installed in Westfield last year on
Central Avenue, mid-block between
Cambridge Road and Clover Street.
Since the installation, a few area resi-
dents have continually shown up at
public town and county meetings to
voice displeasure with the pedestrian
light.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a resolution to extend a
contract with vendor U.S. Security
Associates for protection services at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights from February 13,
2013 through February 12, 2015, in
the total amount of $575,880. The
board also considered a resolution

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPMC to Discuss Possible
Uses for $100,000 Funds

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its next
meeting, the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corp. (SPMC) board of direc-
tors is expected to discuss possible
uses for what will ultimately be
$100,000 in township funds dedi-
cated to business district improve-
ments.

As part of an agreement to buy
Shackamaxon Country Club last year,
New Jersey Golf Partners agreed to
donate $100,000 to the township that
would be earmarked for the special
improvement district. The initial
$50,000 installment has been received
and the remaining $50,000 will be
deposited once the first certificates of
occupancy are issued for the residen-
tial development being built on a
portion of the Shackamaxon prop-
erty.

The $100,000 donation is equal to
more than one year of the SPMC’s
$85,400 annual budget.

David Biagini, president of

FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Westfield Leader after
last week’s board meeting that the
board will discuss possible areas of
use for the $100,000 at its Tuesday,
October 30 meeting. One caveat of
the arrangement is that the township
government, not the SPMC, controls
the $100,000, so the township coun-
cil, in consultation with the SPMC,
will ultimately decide how to expend
the funds.

Vincent Losavio, the owner of
John’s Meat Market, joined the SPMC
board last week, replacing Steve
Goldberg, who resigned. Mr.
Goldberg’s post as treasurer will be
filled at a later date.

SPMC’s new ambassador to the
business community is Jeff Stein, who
heads Incentives USA, a marketing
company. Mr. Stein will be a part-
time employee working 10 hours per
week going “door-to-door commu-
nicating the activities” of the SPMC,
according to Mr. Biagini. Mr. Stein
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MOVING UP THE RANKS…Westfield Police Lieutenant Scott Rodger is sworn
in as captain by Acting Mayor Jo Ann Neylan at Tuesday night’s town council
meeting, while his wife and daughter look on.

Garwood Borough Council
Addresses Zoning Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During its work-
shop meeting Tuesday, the Garwood
Borough Council discussed last
week’s planning board agenda,
which included a hearing for a cer-
tificate of occupancy (CO) for a
two-family home that is in a single-
family zone. The board had ap-
proved the homeowner’s request for
a CO.

Resident Al Delconte said the bor-
ough should be responsible for no-
tifying homeowners of the zoning
changes that took place last year.
He said homeowners would have to

pay about $400 in fees to receive a
CO. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said homeowners have
until Thursday, October 25, one year
after the zone change occurred, to
apply for a CO without incurring
the $400 fee. Planning Board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt said there may be
a minimum charge, but should
homeowners apply by the deadline,
they would not be charged the maxi-
mum.

The borough should “rectify the
problem you are making people in-
cur here,” Mr. Delconte said.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
she would have the information on
the zoning change published in the
upcoming borough newsletter.

During the regular public meet-
ing, Councilman Lou Petruzzelli
said the architect of the Athletic
Field Complex has completed his
review of the contract and it is in the
hands of the contractor for review.

The Garwood Public Library will
go ahead with instituting an
eLibrary at a cost of $2,000 to
$3,000, Library Mayor’s Represen-
tative Jim Mathieu said in his re-
port. The library’s budget has been
cut in half by about $2,000, he said.

Police Officer Jeffrey
Kleinsorgen was promoted from a
Class B to a Class A Patrolman after

serving three years in the Garwood
Police Department.

Alternate crossing guard Kevin
O’Brien was appointed as a regular
crossing guard to fill the vacancy
left by retired crossing guard Diane
Cerillo. Linda Temple was ap-
pointed as an alternate crossing
guard to fill the vacancy left by Mr.
O’Brien.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced
the Lions would hold a breakfast on
Friday, October 19, at 9 a.m. at The
Westwood. Those interested need
to make a reservation by calling the
borough hall.

The first annual pumpkin-carv-
ing contest will take place Satur-
day, October 27, at 11 a.m. in the
borough hall parking lot, Celebra-
tion of Public Events and Holiday
Liaison Sara Todisco said. Apple
cider will be served to all attendees,
and prizes will be awarded.

Suplee, Clooney and Company
was awarded the contract for the
borough’s accounting and auditing
services with fees not to exceed
$44,000 for the 2012 Statutory Au-
dit; $2,475 for the 2012 Financial/
Debt Statement and the 2012 Mu-
nicipal Budget; $400 per prepara-
tion of Supplement Debt Statements
and $1,025 for the borough’s De-
ferred Compensation Plan.

WF Police Captain, Officer Sworn
In; Chief Completes FBI Training

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – John Swiderski was
sworn in at Tuesday night’s town coun-
cil meeting as the town’s newest po-
lice officer while Scott Rodger was
elevated to police captain.

Officer Swiderski holds a
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers
University and previously worked
as a corrections officer for Union
County. He will complete his acad-
emy training on Friday, December
14.

Police Chief David Wayman told

the crowd of friends, family and
fellow police officers that he was
“highly impressed with
the character that [Officer
Swiderski] displayed”
during the interview pro-
cess and that he has a
strong work ethic.

Captain Rodger began
his career with the
Westfield Police Depart-
ment as a dispatcher be-
fore joining the force as a
patrolman in 1989. Cap-
tain Rodger was later promoted to

sergeant and then lieutenant in 2008.
During his police career he also

worked with the Union
County Narcotics Strike
Force.

Chief Wayman said that
Captain Rodger, “works
tirelessly to the progres-
sion of the police depart-
ment.”

Acting Mayor Jo Ann
Neylan, who swore in Of-
ficer Swiderski and Cap-
tain Rodger, also recog-

nized Chief Wayman for his recent
graduation from the FBI National
Academy in Quantico, Va.

“The Town of Westfield is very
fortunate to have a graduate as
chief,” she said. “I feel very safe in
your hands.”

The academy is considered the
“West Point of law enforcement,”
according to Acting Mayor Neylan.
She said that the academy accepts
less than 1 percent of those who go
through its rigorous application pro-
cess. Chief Wayman was one of 266
graduates from the 10-week pro-
gram.

In addition to completing the aca-
demic portion of the program, which
is accredited by the University of
Virginia, Chief Wayman completed
the “yellow brick road.” The FBI’s
website describes the yellow brick
road as, “a 6.1-mile grueling run
through a hilly, wooded trail built
by the Marines. Along the way, the
participants must climb over walls,
run through creeks, jump through
simulated windows, scale rock faces
with ropes, crawl under barbed wire
in muddy water, maneuver across a
cargo net, and more. When [and if]
the students complete this difficult
test, they receive an actual yellow
brick to memorialize their achieve-
ment.”

In other business, Mary
Robinson, the executive director of
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