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A Local Letter to the Editor
Garwood’s Democrats Explain

Why They Are Running for Council
Here in Garwood, while elected

officials of both parties have been
able to work together on council,
the local Republican members
have become a dysfunctional fam-
ily. In the past two years while
they have held a majority of elected
positions, due to their inner tur-
moil, the Republicans have:

* Supported a recall of one of
their fellow Republicans,

* Removed Republican majori-
ties from committees while ask-
ing Democratic council members
to complete the tasks, and

* Reduced borough employee
morale to the point where the
borough clerk has filed a lawsuit
against one of their fellow Re-
publicans and the borough.

From a policy decision-making
perspective, they have:

* Unnecessarily delayed the
adoption of the police depart-
ment contracts.

* Alienated and angered bor-
ough residents at the Pointe by
not responding to questions in a
timely manner until an OPRA re-
quest was filed, and by creating
a situation where its residents
were forced to file a lawsuit,
expensive for both the borough
and the residents of the Pointe.

* Never brought a committee
recommendation on the opportu-
nity for the borough to participate
in Recycle Bank, a program to
reward the resident for recycling.

* Failed to distribute a commu-
nity newsletter to keep the resi-
dents informed.

* Failed to advance, in a timely
manner, the NJ Transit Village
study into additional train stops
or prompting borough officials to
seek downtown improvements.

Ann Palmer and Bill Nierstedt
are seeking your support be-
cause, as they go door to door,

they have heard the public per-
ception of Garwood and believe
they could truly provide solu-
tions to better the lives of
Garwood’s residents as their past
accomplishments clearly dem-
onstrate. Our residents and
people from outside our town
look at how ShopRite and the
Pointe project have led to the NJ
Planning Officials granting
Garwood an award for creating a
livable community, and then
watch incredulously as some of
Garwood’s elected officials bicker
among themselves. The Repub-
lican leadership has damaged the
image of our small town with a
big heart.

Ann and Bill have the experi-
ence and knowledge to re-instill
our pride in Garwood to be the
place in which we are all proud to
live, and why out-of-towners are
choosing to come to Garwood.

Ann Palmer and Bill Nierstedt
will provide stability, experience,
and professionalism in Garwood’s
government. As long-time resi-
dents of Garwood, they bring
numerous years of leadership and
community experience to the
borough, having served on sev-
eral committees, commissions
and boards in the town. Their
accomplished past has prepared
them to lead the borough re-
sponsibly into the future.

It is time for you, our friends
and neighbors, to bring the
Democratic Party to a majority
on the council. We ask that you
support us, Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt, to council positions so
that we can guide our borough
with civility, professionalism and
responsibility, leading our bor-
ough forward with pride.

Bill Nierstedt, Ann Palmer
DEM Candidates, Garwood Council

Animal Blessing to Be
Held Sunday at Trinity
CRANFORD – A Blessing of

Animals ceremony will be held
during the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
services this Sunday, October
7, at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue at the corner of Forest
and North Avenues in Cranford.

Inspired by St. Francis of
Assisi’s legendary love for ani-
mals, Blessing of the Animals
has become an annual event
celebrating the bond of love
and companionship shared be-
tween people and their pets.

“Anatole France’s quote, ‘Un-
til one has loved an animal, a
part of one’s soul remains
unawakened,’ says it best,” said
the Reverend Dr. Gina Walsh-
Minor, rector of the Trinity Epis-
copal Church.

The public is invited to bring
their pets to receive a blessing.
Cats and birds should be kept in
carriers and cages and dogs on
leashes. People also are invited to
bring in photographs of pets that
are too ill to attend or that are
deceased to receive a blessing.
Small children who do not have
pets also may bring in stuffed
animals to be blessed.

For additional information, call
the Trinity Episcopal Church office
at (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Zon-
ing Board approved, by a 9-0
vote, a certificate of non-confor-
mity for a two-family house at 99
Oak Street, which is located in a
single-family zone (R/A zone) at
its meeting on Tuesday.

Applicants Jewel and Joseph
Tomaio are in the process of
selling their home, with a clos-
ing date of Tuesday, October
30. They have owned the house
for 43 years, since Mrs. Tomaio
purchased the property from her
grandmother. There has never
been a use variance granted to
this property, Board Attorney
Don Fraser said.

The property was named a two-
family home, according to the
1974 re-evaluation, Mr. Fraser
reported.

Mr. and Mrs. Tomaio reside on
the first floor and have consis-
tently rented the second floor to
non-family members since 1968,
Mrs. Tomaio said.

“I think this home was a two-
family since the day it was con-
structed,” board member Bill
Nierstedt said. He said he had
looked up renters’ names from

the 1980s and 1990s, and that
the last name differed from the
family name.

Mr. Fraser said property own-
ers should avoid waiting until a
contract to sell is on the table to
apply for a certificate of non-
conformity. He suggested own-
ers apply for a certificate when
the home is listed for sale to
avoid a crisis situation.

The board discussed whose re-
sponsibility it is to notify owners
whose multi-family homes are
in a single-family zone. Mr.
Fraser suggested the borough
send a letter to the top 10
realtors notifying them of the
current zoning ordinances.

Garwood re-zoned the borough
in April 2011. It would be costly
for the municipality to notify ev-
ery homeowner of their non-
conformity to the zoning laws,
Mr. Fraser said. He said the
realtor in charge of selling the
property would best be aware of
non-conformities and assist sell-
ers in getting the proper docu-
ments from the municipality.

After the application was
closed, Mr. Fraser announced he
would resign as an employee of
the Borough of Garwood and
continue as a consultant to the
board, so as not to be a part of
the pension system. He noted
the recent push in the state to
remove part-time attorneys and
other professionals who work
for local municipalities from the
pension system.

The board also passed resolu-
tions to grant the Westfield Area
“Y”’s use variance to utilize
Washington School for a pre-
school, child care and fitness
center, as well as deny the use
variance for Hawke North 40,
LLC to permit a professional of-
fice on the first floor, site plan
and parking variance at 40-42
North Avenue.

CRANFORD –The next meet-
ing of the Union County Tea
Party will be held Wednesday,
October 24, at 8 p.m. at the
Rustic Mill Diner, 109 North Av-
enue, West, in Cranford. Topics
and speakers will be announced
later. There is no charge and the
public and new members are
welcome.

The Union County Tea Party is

a grassroots organization whose
purpose is to educate, inform
and empower New Jersey resi-
dents in Union County, as well as
neighboring counties, to return
government at all levels to Con-
stitutional principles.

The Union County Tea Party is
on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/
269088085034 and on the web
at unioncountynjteaparty.org.
They can also be contacted via e-
mail at vjensen@comcast.net or
by phone at (908) 578-5005.

Tea Party to Meet October 24 in Cranford
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