
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, October 4, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Furious and consistent attacks
on the Cougars’ goal area in the
second half failed to pan out
enough for the Westfield High
School field hockey team as the
Cranford girls made half of their
shots on goal count in a 2-1
victory at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on September 27.

There was definitely a night
and day difference in the style of
the Blue Devils’ play between the
first half and the second half.

BLUE DEVIL BASS SCORES, URBAN ASSISTS; COUGARS HURLEY, SCHOTT SCORE, LEU ASSISTS

Field Hockey Cougars Stun Westfield Blue Devils, 2-1
Both teams got off only two

shots on goal and had just one
penalty corner in the first half.
Although the 4-5 Blue Devils held
the edge in possession, they just
could not get a clear set up on
shots. But the 2-4 Cougars made
good on their penalty corner when
Charley Hurley, on an assist from
Kristin Leu, struck gold 10 min-
utes into the first half.

The Blue Devils applied the heat
in major fashion in the second
half, picking up eight penalty
corners and taking 11 shots on

goal. Cougar senior goalkeeper
Jess McCoy and her defense with-
stood the intense pressure, how-
ever. McCoy made nine of her 11
stops during that bombardment.

“They definitely picked up the
intensity in the second half. They
were all over the place, getting
more shots. We struggled in the
second half. I think since we
have been playing such hard
teams, we were able fend most
of it off, but my defense had my
back. We were marking decently.
It worked out,” McCoy said.

Interestingly, despite the pres-
sure, the Cougars took a 2-0 lead
when forward Julie Schott, on an
assist from Catherine Miller,
found the mark with slightly less
than 10 minutes remaining.

Senior Link Halsey Urban was
the Blue Devils’ primary pres-
sure cooker. Not only did she set
up several shots on goal, she
also took several on her own.
Two minutes after the Cougars
scored their second goal, Urban
assisted Sophie Bass on the Blue
Devils’ sole goal.

Schott proved to be invaluable
in another way by making some

crucial steals, especially towards
the end of the game, to reverse
the direction of the ball, breaking
up the Blue Devils pressure.

“She worked really hard this
game. She was all over the place.
She was across the field going for
any open ball she could get. She
was breaking up the sideline,
intercepting things. She scored
that goal, and all of her hard
work really helped us confidence
wise. She saved us a lot of times,
especially at the end. She kept it
on the other side,” McCoy said.
Cranford 1 1 2
Westfield 0 1 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING COUGAR TERRITORY…The Blue Devils put pressure on the Cougar defenders in the game at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 27. Cranford won, 2-1. See more on Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSING IN ON THE BALLL…Blue Devil Christina Gulla, No. 16, and
Cougar Rachel Garofola, No. 11, close in on a loose ball.


