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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Jimmy Dwyer, a senior running back on the varsity football team, ran for a
career 176 yards and scored four touchdowns this past weekend in a 35-21 Cougar victory over Roselle. Alexandra
Puryear, a junior on the gymnastics team, was the overall champion at the Cougar Invitational this past weekend,
competing against girls from eight teams. This is her second consecutive all-around championship at this event. The
Cougars won silver at the event.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Jimmy
Dwyer took advantage of fine
blocking to rack up 176 rushing
yards and four touchdowns as
the 3-1 Cranford High School
football team pounced on the
Roselle Rams, 35-21, in Roselle
on September 29.

Dwyer carried 26 times and
had respective touchdown runs
of five, eight, five and 14 yards,
while senior quarterback Reggie
Green rushed 16 times for 83
yards, including a seven-yard
touchdown sprint.

“People are going to focus on
Reggie. We have to have other
areas where we can go and Dwyer
was able to take advantage of
that. He’s a tough runner. The
offensive line did a good job. We
were able to exploit the defen-
sive line when a lot of attention
was given to Reggie. That’s good
that we have another option. We
have to develop even more op-
tions to get some of the pressure
off Reggie, so he can do what he
does,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars had a pair of scor-
ing drives that chewed up 7:61
and 6:52 on the clock and added
three two-minutes drives. Dwyer
scored his first two touchdowns
in the first quarter then added
his third in the second quarter to
grab a 21-0 lead. The 0-3 Rams
scored a touchdown late in the
second quarter on Derrick
Taylor’s one-yard plunge.

“There were several periods in
the game where there was a lull.
We fell off and didn’t play as
hard. Roselle deserves some of
the credit, because they in-
creased their effort. We were up
21-0 and let them score. There
was a period in the first half
where they were the better

team,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
Just after Green, who has com-

mitted to the University of Pitts-
burgh, scored his touchdown in
the third quarter, the Rams spot-
ted a flaw in the Cougars’ special
team and took only 38 seconds,
with the help of a long kickoff
return, to score their next touch-
down to make the score, 28-14.

“We’ve already had attention
brought to the special teams,
and we are doing our best to
address the play. We are poor in
our coverage games right now.
We are going to have to get
different people in there or look
at the team, because we have to
do a better job,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Rams’ next touchdown took
13 seconds on a 49-yard run that
closed the gap to 28-21.

“There was another period of
time where they came back and
really took it to us. They were the
better team. We can’t have those
periods of time if we are going to
be a good football team. We
have to be more consistent on
our plays and play consistently
on a high level if we want to be
good. It’s good to get the win,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Dwyer sealed the deal in the
final quarter when he sprinted 14
yards for the touchdown.

Defensively, Green and defen-
sive back John Oblachinski each
recorded an interception. But
linebacker Nick Diaz had a field
day with 15 tackles, including
two for a loss, an interception
and a batted down pass.

“He’s an extremely tough kid.
He doesn’t care about anything
other than playing when he is out
there and helping his team win.
Physically, he is very demanding
on his body. He picked up a fumble
with a broken wrist. He inter-
cepted a pass with a broken wrist.

He doesn’t look at it as a detri-
ment,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

In the game against Summit
the week before, Green had suc-
cess in the air, especially with his
44-yard touchdown pass to Chris
Folinusz; however, he was not as
fortunate against the Rams.

“Early, we threw the ball OK
and then we started throwing the
ball to the other team. Reggie
had three picks. We have to make
sure that we take what the de-
fense gives us. They were play-
ing some man coverage, taking
away the receivers, focusing on

Reggie and that let Dwyer open
to run,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars did, however, have
the lion’s share of possession
with their control of the football
and control of the blocking.

“I thought it was important when
I said to our kids this week that,
on a scale of 1-to-10, we come
out at a 10, because I didn’t think
we came out as strong as we
needed to against Summit. Both
offensively and defensively, we
came out and played that way.
Unfortunately, I forgot to tell them
that I wanted them to stay there,”

Coach Rosenmeier said.
This Friday night, the Cougars

will be on the road to face a very
strong, 4-0, Delaware Valley
squad.

Coach Rosenmenier com-
mented, “Both teams have a good
record coming in. I am sure that
they are feeling pretty good about
themselves. They should. They
have a good football team but so
do we. We expect to go out there
and give a good performance.
May the best team win!”
Cranford 14   7   7   7 35
Roselle   0   7 14   0 21

DWYER ROLLS 176 YDs, TDs OF 5 YDs, 8 YDs, 5 YDs, 14 YDs; GREEN RUSHES 83 YDs, 7-YD TD

Cranford Cougars Pounce on Ram Footballers, 35-21

Football Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader


