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Plainfield Symphony
Opens 93rd Season

PLAINFIELD - The Plainfield
Symphony kicks off its 93rd season
on Saturday, October 13, with Sir
Edward Elgar’s haunting Cello Con-
certo in E, his last notable work and
considered to be a cornerstone of
the solo cello repertoire. The fea-
tured soloist will be Jameson Platte.
Mr. Elgar is most widely known for
“Enigma Variations” and the ever
popular composition, the “Pomp
and Circumstances March,” fre-
quently played today.

Jean Sibelius’s harmonious
“Symphony No. 2,” the second of
his seven romantic symphonies and
first performed in 1903, will also be
presented. Mr. Sibelius’s best
known compositions include
“Finlandia,” the “Karelia Suite” and
the “Swan of Tuonela.”

Charles Prince will be the principal
conductor and the concert begins at 7
p.m. at the Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church, located at 716 Watchung
Avenue in  Plainfield.

For more information, call (908)
756-2468.

St. Paul’s Offers a
Concert of Operatic
Arias on October 21

WESTFIELD - On Sunday, Oc-
tober 21, the music of composers
such as Verdi, Mozart, Donizetti
and Herbert can be heard at St.
Paul’s Church, Westfield, in a con-
cert of arias and art songs featuring
an array of singers from the St. Paul
Choir.

This special 60-minute concert is
a “first” of its kind for this Westfield
Episcopal Church, noted for its out-
standing music program under
Charles M. Banks. These profes-
sional singers, who have sung in
venues throughout the United
States, as well as in Europe, also
contribute their talents as members
of the St. Paul Choir.

The concert begins at 4 p.m. Seats
are not reserved. A suggested dona-
tion of $10 will be used to further
the music program.

For more information, call (908)
232-8506 or email
cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org. St.
Paul’s is located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Premiere Stages Launches
Talking to Westfield

Musical Club Of Westfield
Begins 97th Season Oct. 10

UNION — Premiere Stages has
announced “Liberty Live,” a new pro-
ducing partnership with the Liberty
Hall Museum, located on the campus
of Kean University.

“Liberty Live” dramatizes and cel-
ebrates the history that helped to make
New Jersey what it is today. The
event features a professional produc-
tion of a new play about New Jersey,
a tour of the museum grounds and
interactive displays. The event will
focus on Westfield and be held at the
Museum from Thursday, November
1, through Sunday, November 4.

“Liberty Live” will feature the fam-
ily-friendly Talking to Westfield. In
this engaging new play, Trevor Tucker
and his father, Joe Tucker, visit the
Westfield Museum. After setting out
on his own into the living history
museum area, Trevor finds himself
thrust into the past where, along with
Westfield’s most famous historical
figures, he makes history. Literally!

Talking to Westfield is written by
award-winning playwright, EM
Lewis. Her play, Song of Extinction,
won the 2009 Steinberg/ATCA New
Play Award and her drama Heads
was awarded the 2008 Primus prize.
A 2010 Hodder Fellowship in
playwriting at Princeton University
brought her to the Garden State.

Designed as an interactive event
that is fun for the whole family, the
production will feature participatory
post-show programs. Following each
performance, Premiere Stages in part-
nership with Liberty Hall, the
Westfield Historical Society, and ac-
complished teaching artists, will
present interactive displays that fur-
ther explore the historical events in
the play and showcase Westfield’s
rich history. Museum staff will also
provide guided tours.

The “Liberty Live” project is part
of the Premiere Stages Play Festival,
which is dedicated to the develop-
ment of emerging dramatists in the
region. Each year, Premiere Stages
will commission a one-act script from
a New Jersey playwright that ex-
plores the history of a city or town-
ship located in New Jersey. The com-
missioned writer will be awarded
$1,000, and the script will be devel-
oped and produced in November at
Kean University’s Liberty Hall Mu-
seum.

“We are extremely pleased to ex-
pand our new play development pro-
grams to include Liberty Live,” said
John Wooten, producing artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages. “The
project empowers local dramatists to
create compelling plays about how
New Jersey has evolved. And the

Liberty Hall Museum is the perfect
partner to help bring these unique
and important stories to life.”

“Liberty Live” runs Thursday,
November 1, and Friday, November
2 (call for performance times), and
Saturday, November 3, and Sunday,
November 4, at 3 p.m. Admission for
all tickets is $15. The discount for
groups of 15 or more is $10.

To make reservations, call Kean
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469) or visit www.kean.edu/
premierestages. All performances
take place in the Carriage House at
the Liberty Hall Museum.

Premiere Stages will also hold a
special VIP Celebration of Liberty
Live! on Saturday, November 3, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. All tickets are
$100 and proceeds from the event
will support Premiere Stages artistic
and educational endeavors, with a
special focus on school residency
programs for students living in
underserved districts.

The evening includes admission to
the Saturday, November 3, pre-show
party at 5:30 p.m. at the Liberty Hall
Wagon Shed – featuring music, wine
and carefully selected hors d’ oeuvres
representing the evolving cuisine of
New Jersey; a complimentary ticket
to the performance of Talking
Westfield at 7 p.m. in the Liberty Hall
Carriage House, a post-show candle-
light tour of the museum grounds at
7:45 p.m. and a champagne toast,
dessert and music at 8:15 p.m. in the
Liberty Hall Wagon Shed.

For more information and to re-
serve tickets, please call (908) 737-
4092. Seating is limited.

The 2012 pilot program of Liberty
Live is made possible through fund-
ing from The Westfield Foundation
and The New Jersey Historical Com-
mission. Premiere Stages is also made
possible in part through funding from
The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Provident Bank Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
New Jersey Theatre Alliance, The
National Science Foundation and
through the generous support of indi-
vidual patrons.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities, free
parking and discounted tickets to
patrons with disabilities. Please call
for a list of sign-interpreted, audio-
described or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are avail-
able at all times. Publications are
available with advanced notice in al-
ternate formats.

WESTFIELD  — The Musical
Club of Westfield will commence its
97th season with an afternoon pro-
gram of music on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 10, at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.
The program will include works by
two living composers, one of whom
is a member of the club, and there
will be music for flute, horn and
piano, solo piano, organ, and for so-
prano and piano.

Organist F. Allen Artz, 3rdwill per-
form a partita on Freu Dich Sehr, O
Meine Seele (Psalm 42 – Comfort,
Comfort You My People) by German
baroque composer Georg Böhm. That
will be followed by the Prelude and
Fute in c minor, BWV 546, by J. S.
Bach.

Soprano Cassandra Marie
Lambros, accompanied by Beverly
Weber, piano, will sing songs by
Dennis Hyams, a Plainfield resident
and member of the Musical Club of
Westfield. From a collection of po-
ems by Adele de Leeuw entitled “Life
Invited Me,” Ms. Lambros will sing
“To a Bold Lover,” “On the Road to
Nice,” “Incredible Day,” and “Meta-
physical.”

A set of songs based on poems by
Mary Webb will include “Two Min-
iatures: Autumn and A Rainy Day,”
“Alone,” and “Ah, Do Not Be So
Sweet!”

The unusual combination of flute,
horn and piano is featured in Eric
Ewazen’s Ballade, Pastorale and
Dance, a set of three pieces written in
2002. Flutist, Jenny Cline, and horn

player, Richard Sachs, both mem-
bers of the Monmouth Symphony,
will be joined by pianist, Helen
Benham, formerly on the faculty at
Brookdale Community College. Mr.
Ewazen, on the faculty at the Juilliard
School, writes music in a neo-ro-
mantic style, with beautiful harmo-
nies, lyrical melodies, and exciting,
driving rhythms.

Pianist Sophia Agranovich will
conclude the program with a perfor-
mance of Robert Schumann’s Sym-
phonic Etudes, Op. 13. This set of 12
etudes was written as variations; the
first 11 are variations on a theme sent
to Schumann by Baron von Fricken,
an amateur musician, and the 12th
variation is on a theme from Heinrich
Marschner’s opera Der Templer und
die Jüdin

The chairman for the program is
Mary Beth McFall, and hospitality
will be provided by the club’s hospi-
tality committee.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield of-
fers scholarships to promising young
musicians who are pursuing a musi-
cal education. Membership in the club
is open to anyone who in interested in
music. Those wishing information
about membership in the Musical
Club of Westfield as a performer or
an associate member may call the
membership chairman at (908) 232-
2173.

FW Poetry Reading With
Ken Ronkowitz Announced
FANWOOD – The Carriage

House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a free event on Tues-
day, October 16, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Av-
enue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall.
(for GPS  use 75 North
Martine Avenue). The
featured reader will be
poet Ken Ronkowitz, a
lifelong New Jersey resi-
dent.

An educator for many
years, Mr. Ronkowitz has
taught in public schools
and at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology (NJIT). Mr.
Ronkowitz has been the editor of
PoetsOnline.org, a monthly online
poetry magazine and website for
poetic inspiration since 1998. His
poems have been published in En-
glish Journal, Beloit Poetry Jour-
nal, Paterson Literary Review,
Roadmap, Prague and the anthol-
ogy, and The Paradelle. He has
worked with the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation on poetry projects in
New Jersey and he is the recipient

of a two Dodge Foundation Writing
Grants.

He is a member of the advisory
board for the Passaic County Cul-
tural and Heritage Council and he

has been a volunteer edu-
cator for the past 30 years
in the New Jersey Non-
Game and Endangered
Species Program. Since
2008, he has been the
director of writing at
Passaic County Commu-
nity College (PCCC) and
is an adjunct professor
at both PCCC and NJIT.

The Carriage House
Poetry Series is in its

14th year at the Patricia Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th cen-
tury carriage house, hence the name
of the series. The October 16th read-
ing is free and open to the public.
An open mic will follow the fea-
tured performance.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

For online directions and infor-
mation, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

See Live Penguin in ‘Penguin
Pointers’ at Trailside

Ken Ronkowitz

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Trailside Museum As-
sociation will present a  Columbus
Day holiday matinee, “Penguin
Pointers,” beginning at 1:30 p.m.
on Monday, October 8, at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Staff from Jenkinson’s Aquarium
in Point Pleasant Beach will be on
hand to tell all about these amazing
birds and introduce a live penguin.
The audience will learn about their
biology, geography, care and feed-
ing, and the conservation efforts to
protect these unique creatures.

The fee is $5 per person. Tickets
go on sale at 1 p.m. The show is
recommended for ages 4 and older.
Strollers are not permitted in the
auditorium.

As a special “thank you” to mem-
bers of the Trailside Museum Asso-
ciation, all members and family
members will be admitted free of
charge. Please R.S.V.P. at (908) 789-
3670.

The Trailside Museum Associa-
tion is an organization dedicated to
assisting the staff at Trailside in
their ongoing efforts to interest and
educate people in all aspects of na-
ture, science and conservation by
assisting with funding, volunteer-
ing and advocacy. The annual mem-

bership cost is $15 per individual or
$20 per family. Membership sign-
up will be available in advance and
at the event on October 8. Call (908)
789-3670 for a membership bro-
chure.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is
a facility of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For infor-
mation about other activities and
programs at Trailside, visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

Enlow Recital Hall to
Present LeAnn Rimes
UNION – Gene and Shelley Enlow

Recital Hall at Kean University pre-
sents its third concert season featur-
ing American country/pop singer and
two-time Grammy Award winner
LeAnn Rimes. This one-night-only
acoustic concert will be performed in
Enlow Hall on Friday, October 26, at
7:30 p.m.

Tickets to LeAnn Rimes in Enlow
Hall are $55 to $75 and can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737.SHOW (7469),
online at enlowhall.kean.edu, or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office.

For complete Enlow Hall 2012-
2013 s eason information, please
visit the website or contact  Cory
Ransom, director of operations, at
(908) 737-5932 or
ransomco@kean.edu.

LeAnn Rimes

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANCE WITH ME....A Native-American dance is demonstrated at Union
County’s Harvest Festival held Sunday at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside.

Organ Recital Announced
At St. Stephen’s Church

MILLBURN —  Gwendolyn
Toth, recognized as one of
America’s leading performers on
early keyboard instruments, will
play the opening recital in the 43rd
season of Beckerath organ recitals
at St. Stephen’s Church, 119 Main
Street, Millburn, on Sunday after-
noon, October 21, at 4 p.m.

Acclaimed for the spirit and in-
telligence of her interpretations, Ms.
Toth’s technique is founded on his-
torical performance principles of
fingering, articulation, and phras-
ing. Her program on St. Stephen’s
1970 Beckerath tracker organ will
feature works by Baroque masters,
including Bach, Bohm, Pachelbel,
Scheideman, and Gabrieli, along
with a selection of Renaissance
chanson intabulations and dances.

A prizewinner in the Magnum
Opus Harpsichord competition, as
well as in American Guild of Or-
ganist competitions, Ms. Toth has
been heard in concert and at festi-
vals throughout North America,
Europe, and the Far East, and on
radio networks in Europe as well as
on America’s National Public Ra-
dio. As a soloist on historic organs,
she has performed on European or-
gans dating from the 15th to the
18th century, and recorded several
early organ CDs, in addition to a
recording of Bach’s Goldberg Varia-
tions on her lautenwerk, a recon-
struction by Willard Martin of
Bethlehem, Pa., of Bach’s own gut-
strung harpsichord.

Ms. Toth, who has been honored

by Opera News as an “Outstanding
Young Conductor,” is also director
and founder of New York City’s
virtuoso period instrument en-
semble, Artek, which made its Lin-
coln Center debut in 2010 and has
toured America and Europe with
the Mark Morris Dance Group per-
forming madrigals of Monteverdi.
Artek’s CD releases also include
Monteverdi’s Madrigals Book 5 and
the first North American recording
of Monteverdi’s opera Orfeo.

Admission to the recital is by
donation at the door ($10 sug-
gested). Children accompanied by
an adult will be admitted for free. A
reception for the artist follows the
recital. For further information, call
(973) 376-0688 or consult
www.ststephensmillburn.org.

Gwendolyn Toth

Premiere Stages at Kean
University Presents iDream
UNION  —  Premiere Stages is

partnering with the National Sci-
ence Foundation to present a staged
reading of iDream, a new play by
Eileen and Suzanne Trauth.

In iDream, three girls, all con-
fronting an uncertain future, are
encouraged by a dynamic teacher
to explore the male dominated field
of computer technology and in so
doing, begin to discover their place
in the world. Art and science con-
verge in this highly topical explora-
tion of career opportunities in the
21st century.

The free presentations of iDream
will be followed by post-show dis-
cussions with the audience. High
school and college students will
also be afforded the opportunity to
participate in audience surveys,
sharing their views about computer
technology and their knowledge
about the possible careers available
to them.

iDream is part of the Premiere
Stages Play Festival, which is dedi-
cated to the development of emerg-
ing dramatists. Each year, Premiere
Stages seeks submissions from
playwrights throughout the region.

Numerous plays have been devel-
oped and produced by Premiere
Stages since 2004 and many of these
have been subsequently produced
and published.

iDream will be directed by Pre-
miere Stages’ producing artistic di-
rector, John Wooten, and will be
dramaturged by Premiere’s resident
dramaturg, Clare Drobot. The di-
verse cast of performers includes
Antonio Edwards Suarez, Andrea
Bianchi, Alexandra Rivera, Daniel
Boisrond, Kristen Dowtin and
Marisel Polanco.

Sisters Eileen and Suzanne Trauth
collaborated on the play. “This play
operates on two levels. On one level,
it is about students learning about
science and technology careers. But
at a deeper level it is about the
processes whereby people experi-
ence, internalize and resist barri-
ers. So this play is intended to be
valuable to a wide audience,” said
Eileen.

“iDream offers an opportunity for
the audience, and particularly stu-
dents, to gain insights into an array
of experiences and careers that they
might not have thought about pre-
viously. It moves our thinking about
the future of computer science and
technology in a new direction,”
added Suzanne.

iDream will be presented on
Thursday, October 11, at 6 p.m.;
Friday, October 12, at 10 a.m.; and
Saturday, October 13, at 7 p.m. Ad-
mission is free.

To make reservations call (908)
737-4092. All performances take
place in the Little Theatre located
in the Kean University Student Cen-
ter.

iDream is fully funded through a
grant from the National Science
Foundation.

Reading is good for you!
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Westfield Art Association 
invites area artists 
to participate in 

Artworks  in  Westfield 

Sidewalk Show and Sale 
of Original Fine Art 

Paintings, Sculpture, Printmaking, Photography

painting demonstration welcome 

WAA Awards Totaling Up To  $1000.

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, October 21, 2012 

Rain Date: Sunday, October 28 

Downtown Westfield 
for information and registration contact 

Paul Deroo   908-337-2535   pwderoo@comcast.net 

registration deadline is 5:00 PM Friday, October 12 

co-sponsored by 

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce 

The Westfield Art Association is registered as a 
501[c]3 Corporation under IRS Regulations

NJWA Names Flute
Ensemble Director

WESTFIELD —  Flutist Danielle
Partenope, who holds both a Bach-
elor of Music degree from the Col-
lege of New Jersey and a Master of
Music degree in Flute Performance
from New York University, will di-
rect the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) Flute Ensemble.

The ten sessions will be held on
Saturdays, beginning October 13,
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The ensemble is intended
for those who are playing at middle
school or high school level and play-
ers will be grouped by ability.

For more information, call the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696.

‘Art in the Gardens’
Features Music, Dance

ELIZABETH — “Art in the Gar-
dens,” an October celebration of
National Arts and Humanities
Month, takes place over the Co-
lumbus Day Weekend, October 6 –
8, at Jersey Gardens in Elizabeth.

“Art in the Gardens” features in-
strumental, vocal and dance perfor-
mances in the Center Court of the
mall. This year, the Columbus Day
Weekend Splash is planned with
free performances starting on Sat-
urday and continuing through Mon-
day.

For more information about “Art
in the Gardens,” contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202. Telephone:
(908) 558-2550. New Jersey Relay
Users dial 711. E-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Summit Playhouse
Presents The Best Man

SUMMIT – Summit Playhouse
will begin its 95th season with The
Best Man, written by Gore Vidal.

The Best Man is a 1960 play set
around the presidential convention
in Philadelphia in the summer of
that year. An ethical man runs for
the nomination against an “unscru-
pulous” man and a liberal, likable,
forceful and humorous candidate.

The Best Man will be presented
by the Summit Playhouse on the
following dates: October 19, 20,
25, 26, 27, 28 and November 2, 3.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for students (18 and under).

For tickets visit
summitplayhouse.org/tickets, or
call (800) 838-3006.

The Best Man is directed by Frank
Licato and is produced by Sally
Ponzio and Pamela Wilczynski.


