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Raiders Rip Voorhees Footballers, 21-14
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Westfield Basketball Association

2012 Travel Program Registration

BOYS / GIRLS TRAVEL PROGRAM

Basketball tryouts are open to all Westfield students interested in playing 

Travel Basketball in the 4
th

 through 8
th

 grades. Typical commitment should 

include at least 1 practice and 1 or 2 games a week. All players who wish to 

participate in the Boys or Girls Travel Basketball tryouts MUST REGISTER by 

visiting the WBA website at www.westfieldnj.com/wba and click on the link that 

says “Travel Registration”.

All tryout participants should come dressed to play basketball, and bring a water 

bottle as we will ask that everyone stay in the gym during workouts. The number 

of teams will be limited to three (3) teams in grade levels 4 & 5, and two (2) 

teams in grade levels 6, 7, and 8. Players in grade levels 5, 6, 7, and 8, will 

participate in an invitation-only final tryout session conducted with the assistance 

of an independent organization. In the event you make a travel team, there will 

be a $375.00 fee.

TRYOUT SCHEDULES

All sessions will be held at Westfield High School unless noted otherwise 

in the fourth quarter. The Vikings
totaled 86 yards rushing and 23 yards
in the air.

The Raiders seized a 6-0 lead in the
first quarter. Rice galloped 55 yards
to the Voorhees eight-yard line.
Monahan, later, scored from the one
with 6.59 left. The PAT failed.

With 1:17 left in the quarter, the
Vikings engineered a seven-play, 70-
yard drive finishing with Ruggiero’s
nine-yard TD. The point after made
the score 7-6.

“First half offensive and defensive
drives we did well. We then got in-
consistent and playing flat. At the
half, coaches got us pumped up and
gave us a little beat down. We came
out ready to play. Our younger play-
ers performed. We stepped it up and
played to our full ability. We knew we
were the better team and played that
way in the second half,” said Rice.

In the third quarter, Thomas, as
quarterback, engineered a six-play,
60-yard march that consumed seven
minutes off the clock. With the ball
spotted on the 22, the field goal at-
tempt failed.

“Coaches really got right on us about
hands on, and we came out ready to
go. The linebackers filled the holes, let
us open up and go to the quarterback
a little bit, so it was a fun day. The line
had them three-yards back almost ev-

ery play. Everyone had his assign-
ment, so there really was no break.
The coaches put everyone at the per-
fect spot, and we got it done,” said
senior defensive lineman Cody Biondi.

In the fourth quarter, with the ball
on the 29-yard line, Monahan con-
nected with Corey Bell for 20 yards.
Three plays later, Monahan completed
a 55-yard TD pass play to Mrozek.
John Murphy’s PAT put the Raiders
on top 13-7.

“We came back out in the second
half and really performed. My re-
ceivers were open, got the blocking
needed, and that made my job that
much easier. Emendo [Thomas] re-
ally set the tone and did a great job.
They went down the field and had a
really long drive. Everyone did his
job,” said Monahan.

On the ensuing kickoff, Okulicz
dashed outside for his 88-yard TD.
The PAT put the Vikings on top, 14-
13, with 6:17 remaining.

The Raiders answered when White
returned the kickoff to the 35-yard
line. Next, Monahan threaded the
needle to Mrozek for a 63-yard
completion, placing the ball on the
two. White slanted in for the TD with
3:34 remaining. The Monahan-to-Rice
two-point conversion was successful.

“The second half, we needed a
spark. We changed the offense up a

little bit. Thomas and Emendo pro-
vided that spark, even though we
came away with no points. I think
really when we got going was our
junior quarterback Monahan. Owen
standing on the sideline seeing an-
other quarterback running the show
and moving the ball lit a spark under
him. That is why he came charging
out with 155 yards passing. It’s the
best he’s looked all year and he deliv-
ered for us. We can go right down the
line and find so many kids who deliv-
ered for us. When they got the oppor-
tunity, they took it,” said Coach Stack.

“The coaches got on us telling we
needed to get a spark going in the
second half, so the coach called my
number, and I was ready. I just had to
get behind my big linemen and thrust
them that they were going to open up
the holes and get me to where I need
to be. We needed to turn up the inten-
sity, trust in ourselves and have each
other’s back. Yes! We got the job
done,” said Thomas.

“It feels great being three and one,
especially after last year. First four
games of the year, we lost them all,
close, last drive, last play even and
coming out 3-1 this year is a much
better feeling,” added a smiling
Mrozek.
Voorhees   0   7   0   7 14
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6   0   0 15 21

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE RECEPTION…Blue Devil tight end Dave Kane, No. 85, makes the reception and attempts to elude Red
Devil Kevin Wachter, No. 25. See ramainder of story on page 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING CRAFTY FOOTWORK…Raider running back Kobe White, center, quickly shifts his direction to avoid being
tackled by a Viking defender.
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