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The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for the 2013 
baseball season. 

Anyone interested in addressing the board is welcome to attend the 
meeting or contact the board directly at wbl@westfieldbaseball.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the WBL Board of 
Directors for the 2013 season:

Title� Name

President� Dan Duffy

Vice President� Al Rabinowitz

Secretary� Scott Faktor

Field Schedule/Umpires� Gary Fox

Treasurer � Paul Friel
Registration� Matt Isabella

Pony/Mustang� Craig Billings�

Majors� Mike Varano

International League� Rich Dursee

4th Grade� Gil Engelke

3rd Grade� Blake Tucker

2nd Grade� Rich Dursee

1st Grade� Brett Fischer

Kindergar ten� Kevin Zippler

Equipment/Uniforms� Noah Ament/Peter Gialluisi
Website� Charlie Bowman

Fundraising� Nick Rizzi

Field Maintenance� Tony Cuccaro

Safety� Dan Eliades

Sponsors� TJ Delvecchio

Summer Travel� Tony Catanzaro

Advisor� Frank Fusaro

Westfield Baseball League
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

on  Wednesday, Oc tobe r  17 th  a t  t he  WBL  mee t i n g  
r oom a t  7 :00PM (Gumbe r t  F i e l d )

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Went for a ride this past Sunday
down to Surf City, to drop off some of
my semipro baseball books at the
Bookworm. Plopped in a best of the
Byrds disc and all of a sudden it was
the late 1960s again.

It was my first Charlie Hanson Me-
morial Drive, and it will now be some-
thing I do in late September/early
October every year. It was the kind of
Sunday drive that Charlie used to take
every week, to clear out his head.

Charlie was better known as Charlie
the scorekeeper to a generation of
Westfield Little Leaguers in the late
1960s and into the ’70s. He never
played any sports at WHS. But he was
known by quite a few of the players
who formed WHS’s decade of domi-
nance in the ’70s.

His real name was Charles R.
Hanson Jr., WHS Class of ’64.

He wasn’t real loud back then. He
had gone to Vietnam a quiet guy, and
he returned an even quieter guy. He
showed up one day at Gumbert and
started keeping score for my Phillies,
a 10-12 year-old team in the Westfield
Boys Baseball League. And he was
there in the late 1960s when we formed
the Westfield 10- and 12-year-old All-
Stars. And then he was there in the fall
and did the same for the Steelers. Even
in basketball, with the mighty Con-
quistadors!

Those were the “glory days.” Days
at Gumbert Field or Tamaques Park;
nights at the Jolly Trolley (when it was
still the Jolly Trolley). Coaching with
Pat Papaccio, Bob Brewster Sr., Joe
(the mailman) Wheatley and Bert
Papaccio. Could it get any better?

(Sadly, no.)
And the players we had, and for

whom Charlie kept score, they were
the guys who formed the nucleus of
the great WHS teams of the mid- to
late-’70s, and into the ’80s in all sports
… Chris and Don Assmann, Andy
Biederman, Steve Bodmer, Owen
Brand, John Byrne, Mark Ciliotta,
Keith Colicchio, Joe and Tom Della
Badia, Jay Factor, Danny Gilday,
Jimmy Gilmartin, Paul Harbaugh,
Bobby Hearon, Paul Jackson, Frank
Kelly, K.C. Knobloch, Jeff Kole, Jim
Kontje, Matt McDonough, Bob
McNally, Mike Parrish, Jim
Piantkoski, Tom Ripperger, Dave
Saltzman, Bret Schundler, John and
Mike Stagaard, Jeff Stember, Kurt
Stock, Bill Sutman, Jimmy Tyler, Nick
Vacca, Dave and Jeff Yatcilla, Doug
Yearley … and the list goes on.

For years Charlie would show up
and quietly keep score, and we never
had to worry about players batting out
of turn or not getting into the game.
Then he would go quietly drink his
beers (it was real beer back then, though
he later switched to Lite stuff). During
the week he quietly worked at Pruden-
tial. On the weekends he would get in
his car and drive around New Jersey
and eastern Pennsylvania, just to get
away, enjoy the scenery.

We were even closer than we’d been
in high school, when we formed the
“million dollar left side” in gym class
softball – Charlie on third base, me at
shortstop.

He even got the coaching bug in the
’70s, when he took charge of an all-
girl softball team in Middlesex County,
which we called “Charlie’s Angels.” It
was cool to keep score for his team and
watch him coach.

Then the reality set in, and I got a job
in Philadelphia, then in Trenton. I moved
to Bucks County in Pennsylvania. The
trips north became less frequent. But
whenever I came north, I always knew
where I could find Charlie. He was like
Norm on “Cheers.” Just walk in the
Trolley and he’d be there. Same seat,
almost every time.

In 1981 he was the best man at my
wedding. And how did we celebrate
the day? Well, I was coaching a base-
ball team in the West Windsor Little
League with Mark Blaudschun (also
in the wedding). It was in a playoff
game, so we left the reception, Mark
and I to coach; Charlie, of course, to
keep score. After the game, a win, we
went back to the reception.

In recent years, the get-togethers
were even less frequent. He did show
up to a WHS football game a couple
years back, so I sat in the stands with
him that day rather than watch from
my normal spot on the field.

It had been a couple of years since
I’d seen him. A couple of weeks before
the 2010 WHS Athletic Hall of Fame
induction dinner I stopped by the Trol-
ley and he was there, of course. But he
seemed distant, in another world. I
said something to him, but he just kept
staring out the front window. He had
bought a ticket for the dinner, but I was
surprised when he never showed up.

So, I guess I shouldn’t have been so
shocked when I got a recent e-mail

from The Leader publisher Horace
Corbin, with the subject line “Sadly,
Charlie was found dead.”

The papers had piled up outside
Charlie’s condo on Prospect Street, so
on Saturday, Sept. 14, the town police
department broke in. They found him,
dead in his bed.

Now, after almost three weeks –
while Charlie’s body sat in Hillside
awaiting dispensation at Grey’s Fu-
neral Home – a distant cousin has been
located in Minnesota. So the process
of Charlie’s final days will soon have
closure. And another chapter in the
book of my life is finished. (But what
a chapter it was.)

FOOTBALL
Next up for the 0-4 Blue Devils is a

Friday night trip to 2-1 Union, which
features speedy junior Jamauri Bogan.
Right now, Bogan is 0-2 against WHS
in his career; in fact, WHS has won the
last five meetings against Union.

Under coach Jim DeSarno, the Dev-
ils had six years of consistent winning
– 6-4, 7-4, 7-3, 8-3, 7-3, 7-3. But after
gaining a state Top 20 ranking after
demolishing Immaculata, 37-6, last
November, the Devils have lost six in
a row.

Last year’s jayvee team was only 3-
5, but three of the losses were 7-0 to
Bridgewater, 6-0 to Immaculata and
6-0 to Plainfield. They shut out Eliza-
beth, currently 4-0, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, currently 3-1. And the fresh-
man team went 7-3.

TENNIS
The Blue Devils won in straight sets

at four of the five flights to easily
capture their eighth consecutive team
title at the 37th Union County Tourna-
ment. It was the 17th in school history.

Lexi Borr and Rebecca Sisto won at
No. 1 and 3 singles, respectively, while
Liz Cusick-Julia Criscuolo and Ma-
rina Kovalenko-Connie Wu swept the
doubles. Caroline King finished third
at No. 2 singles.

Next up will be the state tourna-
ment, where WHS and coach Matt
Vharley will look to return to the throne
they sat on after the 2009 and ’10
seasons.

SOCCER
The boys team, second seeded be-

hind Scotch Plains-Fanwood, will open
play in the Union County Tournament
on Oct. 6 against the winner of the
Union Catholic-Linden match. The fi-
nal will be Oct. 26 at Kean University.

Coach George Kapner’s crew went
through an 0-2-2 stretch, but all four
matches were against teams ranked in
the Top 20, ties against SP-F and Eliza-
beth, and losses to Kearny and Mon-
roe. Playing a tough regular-season
schedule has long been a trademark of
Kapner’s teams.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s
Subs on South Avenue is Abby Cook.
The junior gymnast finished second in
the all-around as the Blue Devils cap-
tured the Cougar Invitational at
Cranford. She was second in uneven
bars, balance beam and floor exercise.
Cook had won on the beam the last
two years and also won floor exercise
last fall.

Charlie the Scorekeeper:
We Hardly Knew Ya

ZAZZALI NETS 2; CAPTAINS ELLMAN, BIANCO SCORE

Raider Boys Roar, Shut Out
Linden Soccer Tigers, 6-0
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 8-0-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys’ soccer team stag-
gered 2-3-1 Linden, 6-0, in a regular-
season game in Scotch Plains on Sep-
tember 27. Junior Christian Zazzali
netted two goals and had an assist to
lead the state’s top-ranked team’s at-

tack. Morgan Ellman, Vincenzo
Bianco, Jassiem Wahtuse and Fran-
cisco Chinchilla each contributed one
goal.

For 80 minutes, the Raiders spread
the field and launched a barrage of 18
shots, while keeping the opposition to
zero shots on goal. Additionally the
Raiders out dueled the Tigers 11-1 in

corner kicks and 14-7 in free kicks.
“The first half we played well. I

was very pleased. The second time
around, that’s always tough, but I
thought we did a good job of spread-
ing it around, keeping it on the floor,
which is obviously our strength, so I
was rather pleased with that; the rest
took it’s toll,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky.

The first of three goals in the first
half presented itself when James
Murphy (3-shots on goal) moved the
ball and crossed towards the top of
the penalty area. Morgan Ellman
charged and blasted a wicked shot
into the upper right-hand corner at
the six-minute mark.

Following the game plan, pushing
the offense up field through the out-
side, Zazzali crossed the ball in where
Vincenzo Bianco headed in a 15-foot
laser that settled into the left side of
the net.

“Our game plan is to move the ball
laterally as much as possible, and
when we do that we’re pretty suc-
cessful. So, whenever I get the ball
out wide, I like to whip it in and
hopefully get someone on the end of
it,” said Zazzali.

With two minutes remaining in the
first half, Zazzali scored the third
goal, his third on the season, off a
deflection and an assist from Andrew
Leischner.

The second half game plan once
again was simple. Open up the field,
control the defensive game and put
the ball in the net and they did. As it
turned out, it was indeed a long day
for the Linden Tigers.

The Raiders launched a serious
assault early as Devin Glover hooked
down the left side and chipped the
ball to Jassiem Wahtuse positioned in
front of the net. Wahtuse tucked the
ball over the helpless keeper to make
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Soccer Blue Devils Top
Union Lady Farmers
The Westfield High School girls

soccer team pulled off a come-from-
behind, 3-2, victory over the hosting
Union Farmers on September 27 when
Emily McBain and Karli Sottung each
netted a goal in the second half. The
Farmers were awarded two own goals
in the first half. Gianna DeVito scored
the 6-2 Blue Devils’ goal in the first
half.
Westfield 1 2 3
Union 2 0 2

Lady Warriors Sting
Soccer Raiders, 1-0

The 10th-ranked Watchung Hills
High School girls soccer team stung
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 1-0, with a
first-half goal from Samantha
DePinho in Scotch Plains on Septem-
ber 29.
Watchung Hills 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Soccer Raiders Sink
BrH2O in OT, 1-0

Senior co-captain Morgan Ellman
found the net in overtime to give the
No. 1, 9-0-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team a 1-0
victory over the 5-3 Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers in Bridgewater on
September 29.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIPPING A SHOT DOWNFIELD…Raider Rob Zukofsky, No. 8, rips a shot downfield during the game with the Linden
Tigers. The No. 1-ranked Raiders tamed the Tigers, 6-0.


