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Welcome Club Plans
Wine-Cheese Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Welcome Club invites those who are
new to the area or who are finally
settled in and ready to meet new
people to a women’s wine and cheese
event on Wednesday, October 10, at
7:30 p.m. Interested persons are
asked to respond by Monday, Octo-
ber 8, to Kristin Williams at (908)
654-1216 or via e-mail to
westfieldwineandcheese@gmail.com.

The Westfield Welcome Club has
been a social organization for women
since 1959. The club is open to women
from Westfield and neighboring towns
who are new to the area, have had a
life-changing event such as a new
baby or marriage, or who just want to
make new friends. The club currently
includes members from Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Cranford
and the surrounding areas.

Rosary-Altar Society
Breakfast on Sunday
GARWOOD – St. Anne’s Rosary

Altar Society will celebrate its 68th
Annual Communion Breakfast this
Sunday, October 7, after the 8 a.m.
Mass at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church in Garwood.

Recitation of the Rosary will pre-
cede the Mass at 7:40 a.m. Breakfast
will follow the Mass at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood.

Forty Year Life Members will be
introduced and honored at the break-
fast. Mark Postiglione, youth minis-
ter at St. Anne’s Church, will be the
special guest speaker.

All Rosarians and all women of
the parish and friends are invited to
attend. Tickets are $10 each. For
tickets and more information, call
Chairpersons Shirley Swayze at
(908) 789-2062 or Jennie Browne at
(908) 789-0778.

– Obituaries –
Ruth Christoffers, 83, Began Business;
Had Won Prizes For Chrysanthemums
Ruth J. Christoffers, 83, of Vero

Beach, Fla. died peacefully at her
home, with family, on Monday, Sep-
tember 24, 2012. Ruth
resided in
Mountainside, N.J. for
49 years before retiring
to Vero Beach in 2004.

Ruth set high stan-
dards for everything
she did in life, and
wasn’t afraid to upset
the applecart getting it
done right. She became
an NRA-ranked
marksman at a time
when women didn’t
often do that kind of
thing. Her political in-
volvement helped
make her children’s schools be-
come what they should be. She
created magnificent gardens on the
family property, and as secretary
to the National Chrysanthemum
Society, she increased membership
threefold in a few short years. Rais-
ing chrysanthemums for competi-
tion, she and her husband became
one of the most prize-winning
teams in New Jersey.

In 1976, when her youngest child
graduated from high school, she
started a small floral service out of
the basement of her home. The
business quickly expanded beyond
that original space and became
Christoffers Flowers and Gifts,
now based in Mountainside center
and owned by Ruth’s son, Kurt.
Until her retirement from the busi-
ness in 2003, Ruth was highly re-
garded as a source for advice on
flowers, gifts and home decor in
the best of taste.

In 2004 Ruth moved to Vero
Beach with her husband, Walter
“Dutch,” who was the love of her
life and with whom she shared ev-
erything. The move fulfilled a long-
time dream, as Ruth and Walter
had visited Florida often in the
early years of their marriage, driv-
ing from New Jersey in a beat-up
Studebaker to fish in the Florida
Keys.

Predeceased by her husband,
Walter, of 61 years, Ruth is sur-
vived by her daughter, Lisa Yano
(Makoto) of Tokyo, Japan; son,

Kurt (Fiona) of Mountainside, N.J.,
and five grandchildren, Ariana,
Amelia, Liam, Toshiyuki and

Miyuki.
A celebration of life

will be held in Vero
Beach at a later date.

Donations may be
made to the Center for
Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or
to Brendan’s Mead-
ows Rescue (dog res-
cue), P.O. Box 1122,
Mountainside, N.J.
07092.

Arrangements are
under the direction of

the Thomas S. Lowther Funeral
Home and Crematory in Vero
Beach. An online guestbook may
be signed at
www.lowtherfuneralhome.com.
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Fanwood-SP YMCA Plans
Events Saluting Arts Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
week of October 3 to 9, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA is
inviting members of all ages and
generations throughout the com-
munity to attend YMCA’s Arts Week
– an annual weeklong celebration
showcasing the unique and diverse
talents of artists through various
forms of expression.

Held at Ys nationwide in October
– National Arts and Humanities
Month – Arts Week is an initiative
of the Y that promotes the power of
art to educate, inspire and connect
the entire community.

“Arts Week is about celebrating
the influence of art and culture on
youth and adults alike,” said Sheri
Cognetti, senior program director
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA. “It’s an opportunity to
showcase artists’ work and to bring
everyone together to experience and
understand the pleasure and impact
of the arts.”

All week long, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA is hosting a
variety of activities for the commu-
nity, including a display of artwork
from the Y’s members. Activities
will be open to the public.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA Fine Arts Program will host
a Harvest Ball on Saturday, Octo-
ber 6, from 7:30 to 10 p.m. in honor
of the YMCA’s National Arts Week.
Taking place at the YMCA, located

at 1340 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, it will feature refreshments
from local chefs, artwork from the
high school, professional ballroom
instruction, dance and acting pres-
entations from the New Jersey Youth
Theatre. The cost is $25 per person.

To learn more about Arts Week or
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s
arts programs, contact Sheri Cognetti
at (908) 889-8880 or e-mail
scognetti@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.
For information on membership or
programs, visit
fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

George Church, 86, Local Businessman;
Active In Lions and Antique Car Club

George R. Church, 86, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, September 30,
2012, at his home in Scotch Plains.

Born in Scotch Plains, he was a
lifelong resident.

George was a veteran of World War
II, having served with the Merchant
Marine. He was the founder of George
Church, Inc., a family owned business
in Fanwood, and continued with the
business until his retirement in 2005.

He was a longtime member and
past president of the Scotch Plains
Lions Club and a member of the
Central Jersey Antique Car Club.

Surviving are three sons, Robert,
Stephen and Brian; two daughters,

Nancy Blizard and Amy Marinovic;
his sister, Laura Munson; 10 grand-
children; one great-grandchild; and
his former spouses, Lorraine Condon
and Bonnie Church.

The funeral will be held today,
Thursday, October 4, at 10 a.m. at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Inter-
ment will follow at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains Lions
Club. For additional information or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Karyn E. Witzel, 51, WHS Graduate;
World Traveler and Favorite Aunt

Karyn Elaine Witzel, 51, of
Westfield passed away peacefully at
her residence on Friday, September
28, 2012.

Born on May 26, 1961, she was 8
pounds, 7 ounces, with blue eyes,
blonde hair – a beautiful baby if ever
there was one. Karyn grew up in
Westfield, attending
Grant School,
Roosevelt Junior High
and Westfield High. Af-
ter graduating Westfield
High School she at-
tended Lycoming Col-
lege. She did not seem
to have a vision or focus
on a career.

One day a friend
asked if she would like
to work for her in the
garment industry in
New York. Karyn’s
world expanded, trans-
forming the 23-year-old Westfield
girl into a world traveler. With her
family watching from the window,
she stepped into the black stretch
limo that took her to Kennedy Air-
port on her first overseas business
trip to the Far East. She returned
with a new understanding of what
she had experienced in such a differ-
ent culture.

At age 28, Karyn decided she had
enough of the garment business and
yearned to see the world. She cashed
in her savings and bought a ticket
offered by TWA Airlines. It cost
$2,500 and it allowed you to travel
around the world. The rules were you
had to continue in the same direction
and you had a year to complete the
travel. With very little planning and a
lot of guts, she set out for Madrid,
where she stayed first at the family
home of a Westfield friend. She met
up with her friend, Rosalie, and they
journeyed together for most of the
year – Paris, Italy, Greece, India,
Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia,
Hong Kong, Philippines, Australia
and New Zealand.

Along the way they met new
friends. When they ran out of money
they worked at various jobs. Karyn
stayed in touch with her parents ev-
ery two weeks, calling from the
American Express Office when she
could find one. It was the journey of
a lifetime. She returned home on the
deadline – one year later.

After that she moved into Manhat-
tan and became a New York girl. She
worked as a director for Image Info
Company and ultimately for The Sup-
port Group, where she ran the New
York office. Her field of expertise
was as a custom programmer in
Filemaker Pro.

Throughout her work life Karyn
was recognized as intelligent,
hardworking, loyal and honest – an
employee who was trusted to not only
do what was requested but to exceed
every expectation. She often traveled
to The Support Group home office in
Boston and stayed in the Hampton
Inn. When she told the hotel staff there
she would not be returning, they had a
farewell party for her.

You couldn’t not love Karyn. She
was not only striking and beautiful – 5
feet, 11 inches, with an added three
inches for those stiletto heels she wore
– she was funny and kind, a loving
daughter and the undisputed big sister
to her sisters, Susan and Lauren, and
brother, Tom. Karyn became Aunt
Karyn when her first niece, Juliette,
arrived. Eventually there were seven
more nieces and nephews, and Karyn

became A.K., also known as “Favorite
Aunt” Karyn. To them she was the
coolest aunt. She drove a black mini
coop convertible, always dressed in
the latest fashion, gave the best pre-
sents, had sleepovers and let them
write silly things on the wall in the
attic bedroom. Getting a sleepover

date with A.K. was a big
deal.

Karyn had an incred-
ible memory for detail.
She could recall the
names of people in books
she read years ago, or
lines in movies or TV
shows. Her favorite show
was “Seinfeld” and she
could quote lines from
every episode. Karyn was
a woman who believed in
facing your fears. She was
a writer who yearned to
be published; she started

her own programming company; she
took up sky-diving; she did standup
comedy at a club in New York.

Karyn’s most cherished quality was
as a friend. She would always listen
and never betray a confidence. She
made and kept so many friends
throughout her life.

Karyn is survived by her father,
Bruce Witzel; mother and stepfather,
Janet and Ralph Defiore; sister, Susan
Witzel; brother and sister-in-law, Tho-
mas Witzel and Lisa Travaglini; sister
and brother-in-law, Lauren and Ed
Stravach; brother-in-law, Jon Diaz;
stepbrother, John Defiore; stepsister,
Karen Mullane; and nieces and neph-
ews, Juliette Diaz, Michael, Gabrielle,
Matthew and Samantha Stravach,
Christopher, Alissa and Rachel Witzel.

Visitation will be Friday, October
5, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street, Westfield, from 1
to 4 p.m. Memorial tributes will be
shared from 4 to 5 p.m. at Gray.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
St. Barnabas Hospice, 95 Old Short
Hills Road, West Orange, N.J. 07052.
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George Birchall, 92, Chemical Engineer;
Was Echo Lake Country Club Member
George H. Birchall, 92, of Palm

Beach Gardens, Fla., formerly of
Westfield, died on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11.

Mr. Birchall was born in Worces-
ter, Mass. in 1919. He was educated
in the public school system there and
became president of his graduating
class at Classical High School. He
also was an Eagle Scout among his
early achievements. He won a full
scholarship to Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute, from which he gradu-
ated in 1942 with distinction as a
chemical engineer, and was a mem-
ber of the Tau Beta Pi and Sigma Xi
Scholastic Honorary Fraternities.

Mr. Birchall was employed by
General Aniline and Film in Linden,
N.J. and then worked on the atomic
bomb project in Oak Ridge, Tenn.
His experience there led to a career in
the application and sales of advanced
instrumentation for the process in-
dustries, first with Fischer and Porter

Co. and later for many years with his
own organization bearing his name.
He was a member of the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers and
the Instrument Society of America.

During his 50 years living in
Westfield, Mr. Birchall served on the
town recreation commission, coached
the Boys Little League and was a
founder of the Girls Softball League
and the Mindowaskin Swim Club in
Mountainside. He was a consultant
in the Junior Achievement program
in New Jersey and Florida and a mem-
ber of Echo Lake Country Club.

He leaves his wife, Myrtle; a son,
Richard; a daughter, Cheryl
Reynolds, and four grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
La Posada in Palm Beach Gardens,
Fla. on Saturday, October 27, 2012,
with interment at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield, N.J.
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Virginia Guerriero, 96, Enjoyed Family;
Floral Designer and Runnells Volunteer
Virginia E. Guerriero, 96, of

Westfield, N.J. passed away after a
brief illness on Friday, September
28, 2012, at Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit.

Virginia was born April 6, 1916 in
Garwood, N.J. She also lived in
Millburn and at Rossmoor in
Jamesburg, N.J. for many years be-
fore returning to Union County, where
she lived at the Westfield Senior Citi-
zen Housing for the past 15 years.

She attended the Garwood schools
and graduated from Batten High
School in Elizabeth. After high school
she attended Miss Whitman’s Finish-
ing School.

Virginia worked at Bobst
Champlaine in Roseland, where she
was director of personnel at a time
when few women were in charge of
the human resources function in busi-
ness. She worked at Vance Florist in
Westfield, designing floral arrange-
ments, where her love of flowers, at-
tention to details and creativity would
flourish. She also worked for many
years at Union County Educational
Services Commission. She especially
enjoyed spending time with the young
special needs children and accompa-
nying groups on various class outings.

Virginia was a volunteer for many
years at Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal and worked with patients in creat-
ing ceramic pieces, one of her favor-
ite crafts and pastimes. While she had
no children of her own, she was
“mother hen” to many of her nieces
and nephews and her sisters. She
especially enjoyed taking her nieces
to Saks 5th Avenue in Millburn at
Christmas and letting them select a
special outfit for the holidays.

Virginia loved traveling, whether
it was to Italy, Japan, Bermuda or the
United States. One of her greatest
adventures was a six-week trek driv-
ing across country with three other
single girlfriends in the 1940s. Any
opportunity to spend time at the New
Jersey shore was a time she trea-

sured.
Virginia will be missed by many.

She was predeceased by her sisters,
Garentina “Gary” Riccardo and Olinda
Guerriero; her brothers, James, An-
thony and Carmine “Butch,” and her
niece, Linda Riccardo Scott. She is
survived by her beloved sister, Linda
Giuditta of Westfield; 16 nieces and
nephews; many grand- and great-
grand-nieces and nephews, as well as
extended family and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Tuesday, October 2, at St.
Anne’s Roman Catholic Church in
Garwood. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Donations in Virginia’s name may
be made to St. Anne’s Church, 325
Second Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027
or to one’s local First Aid Squad.

To leave a message or for further
information, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Petronilla Bongiovanni
Petronilla M. Bongiovanni (née

LoBosco), 85, of Kenilworth died on
Sunday, September 30, 2012, at St.
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

Petronilla “Penny” was born in Jer-
sey City, N.J. and settled in Kenilworth,
where she was a lifelong resident.
Penny was a homemaker and a mem-
ber of the Rosary Society of St.
Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church in
Kenilworth. She also was an avid
reader, had a love for cooking and was
forever checking up on her family
members and leaving them messages.

Her husband, Anthony M., prede-
ceased her in 1991.

Penny is survived by her loving
daughters, Joanne M. Maiurro (Tom)
and Susan M. Buccola (Mike), and
son, John Anthony; caring grand-
children, Michelle Boniface, Chris-
topher Maiurro, James Buccola and
Jennifer Zignauskes; cherished great-
grandchildren, Sofia Zignauskes,
Amelia Boniface, Anthony J.
Zignauskes and Jack Buccola, and
her sister, Dolores Cannarozzi.

The funeral took place yesterday,
Wednesday, October 3, from the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church of
Scotch Plains. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Rynos to Offer Case History
At Genealogical Meeting

WESTFIELD – Longtime genealo-
gists Bruce and Ruth Ryno will present
an actual case history of research to
fellow members and guests at the Thurs-
day, October 11 meeting of the Genea-
logical Society of the West Fields.

Using some of the information and
tips presented at the September meet-
ing as well as some of their own “tried
and true” skills, the Rynos will reveal
the steps taken to follow an actual
person (a relative) from the first ap-
pearance in their research to the suc-
cessful discovery of many life events
and facts about the target individual.

The gradual “layering” of revealed
facts, the “way” to finding one’s an-

cestors, will result in the emergence
of an individual whose life can be
appreciated and experienced.

They will discuss resources, orga-
nizational skills and methods of re-
search that can be of assistance to both
experienced and new genealogists.

Light refreshments will follow dur-
ing a question-and-answer period.
Meetings take place on the second
Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street. All are
welcome. For more details, contact
President Nancy Humphrey at (908)
612-6029 or by e-mail at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Marilyn E. Lubeck, 91
Marilyn E. Lubeck, 91, a resident

of Bennington, Vt. and formerly of
both Clark and Westfield, N.J., died
on Monday, September 24, 2012.

She was the widow of Stanley
Lubeck, Sr.

After raising her six children, she
attended Bloomfield College, where
she graduated in 1984.

After moving to Vermont, Mrs.
Lubeck became very involved in sev-
eral volunteer organizations. In 2011
she received the Vermont Governor’s
Award for Outstanding Community
Service, at the age of 90.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, October 20, at
the Mt. Anthony Country Club in
Bennington, Vt.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Warm The Children or the
charity of one’s choice through the
Mahar and Son Funeral Home, 628
Main Street, Bennington, VT 05201.

For the complete obituary, please
refer to Legacy.com or the funeral
home website.

Guestbook condolences may be
made at
www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net.
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