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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Calls for Min. Wage
Increase to $8.25 Per Hour

Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester) has introduced legislation
calling for a constitutional amendment
that would raise the state’s minimum
wage and tie further increases to the
Consumer Price Index (CPI). The initia-
tive would be placed on the 2013 ballot
for voter approval.

“For years, New Jersey has assigned a
dollar amount to the minimum wage that
is woefully inadequate,” Sen. Sweeney
said. “In fact, it is a complete failure. An
increase must happen. By tying future
increases to the CPI, we are sparing work-
ing people from having their wages tied
to the whims of politicians. Governor
Christie simply did not agree with us on
this issue, so we took him out of the
equation. Moreover, this is a promise to
workers that can’t be taken away by
future Legislatures or governors.”

Under the resolution, the state’s mini-
mum wage would be increased from the
current rate of $7.25 an hour to $8.25 an
hour beginning in 2014. After that, any
increase in the minimum wage would be
indexed to the annual CPI.

Kean Responds to Call from
Sweeney on Minimum Wage

State Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) issued the fol-
lowing statement on the Senate President
Stephen Sweeney’s (D-3, Gloucester) reso-
lution amending the New Jersey Constitu-
tion to set minimum wage rate increases:

“The only one person playing politics
with the minimum wage is the Senate
president, who without passing a bill or
trying to negotiate a solution with any-
one, is trying to distort the purpose of the
state Constitution to accomplish his
party’s goals.Writing the minimum wage
into the New Jersey Constitution and
setting it on autopilot with yearly in-
creases that are guaranteed regardless of
the economic situation, is cold, calcu-
lated politics designed to satisfy Demo-
crats’ political interests rather than the
best interests of the state. By refusing to
discuss this with anyone who disagrees
with their point of view, Democrats are
pitting labor against business and divid-
ing our state.”

Ex-SP Dem. Councilman
Endorses GOP Mayor

Ex-Scotch Plains Councilman Jeff
Strauss this week endorsed Republican
Mayor Mary DePaola in her race against
Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover
(please see letter on page 5). Mr. Glover
and Mr. Strauss ran on the party’s ticket
together in 2007. Mr. Strauss ran as an
Independent in 2010. “I have always felt
that party affiliation is not as important at
the local level of government. What is
important is competent leadership and
doing what is right on behalf of the com-
munity and its residents. I have served on
the Scotch Plains Township Council with
both mayoral candidates and have seen
them both in action. I give my strongest
endorsement to Mary DePaola.”

In response, Louis Beckerman, chair-

man of Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee, said, “(I have] absolutely no prob-
lem [with that]. He is free to do whatever
he wants to do.” When asked if Mr. Glover
has received endorsements, Mr.
Beckerman responded: “A few. But we
haven’t publicized them yet.”

Greenwald Rips Christie for
Campaigning for Steve King

New Jersey Assembly Majority Leader
Louis Greenwald (D-6, Camden) criti-
cized Governor Chris Christie’s visit to
Iowa last Thursday to campaign for what
he said was “extreme right-wing” Rep.
Steve King (R).

“From questioning President Barack
Obama’s birth certificate to vigorously
defending Todd Akin, Steve King’s record
of outrageous, extremist views is well-
established. He is an embarrassment to our
country...  Chris Christie has shown once
again he puts his national political ambi-
tions ahead of what’s good for the coun-
try. It’s troubling that he has found plenty
of time to campaign for Mr. King, instead
of spending his time trying to bring down
New Jersey’s 9.8 percent unemployment
rate or the 20 percent net property tax
increase that has occurred on his watch.”

Lesniak Tells Myers to Temper
Remarks On Gay Marriage

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth), one of the prime sponsors of
legislation to provide for same-sex in
New Jersey, issued the following remarks
in response to Newark Archbishop John
J. Myers’ pastoral statement, in which he
compares gay marriage to incest:

“I am saddened by Archbishop Myers’
comments about marriage equality, and
about his pastoral statement which equates
gay marriage to incest. I believe that the
Archbishop should temper his remarks.
Words are hurtful and to put gay couples in
the same category as incest perpetrators is
hurtful, not helpful. As someone who was
raised in the Roman Catholic faith, I know
that the Catholic Church is capable of amaz-
ing acts of kindness, generosity, and social
progressiveness…Archbishop Myers,
through his pastoral statement, has urged
Catholic voters to oppose efforts – and by
proxy, candidates – which, according to his
estimation, undermine the sanctity of mar-
riage, and has said that Catholics who dis-
agree with the Roman Catholic Church
position on gay marriage should refrain
from taking communion. By way of con-
trast, I would urge Catholic voters to focus
on the aspects of their faith that build up,
rather than tear down – our communities,
build up our nation, and provide a helping
hand to lift up those in need.”

Group Fights Bill Exempting
Colleges from Zoning Laws

Garwood GOP Hosting
Voter Awareness Nite
GARWOOD – Garwood Republi-

cans will be hosting their fourth an-
nual Voter Awareness Nite on Satur-
day, October 6 at the Garwood
Knights of Columbus Hall, from 7
p.m. until 11 p.m.

The event is an opportunity to meet
with the Republican candidates for
the borough council, Timothy Hak
and Mike Martin, and invited guests
include state Legislators represent-
ing District 21.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue. The evening will include a hot
and cold buffet, entertainment pro-
vided by a DJ, and a cash bar will be
available. A donation of $29 per per-
son is requested. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door or in advance by
contacting John Quattrocchi at (908)
868-8601.

SPRINGFIELD – The Coalition
for Safe Neighborhoods (CSN), based
in Springfield, is lobbying hard
against legislation, A-2586/S-1534
before the state Assembly, they say
would “exempt private colleges from
abiding by local zoning boards, giv-
ing them unfettered authority to build
new facilities like student dormito-
ries, classrooms or stadiums, locate
new theatres or retail facilities, or
establish new packing facilities with-
out any input from local taxpayers.”

“This bill would stifle the voice
of those who will be directly and
negatively impacted by decreased
property values, increased traffic
congestion and new construction
that may alter the character of and
quality of life within their commu-
nity forever,” according to a CSN
press release available at
safeneighborhoodsnj.com.

A-2586, which passed the Senate (S-
1534) on June 28, is expected to heard
in the Assembly this fall.

“The Coalition for Safe Neighbor-
hoods was created in response to this
fast-tracked legislation. We are working
to quickly mobilize concerned residents,
elected officials and other community
leaders from around New Jersey into
one unified voice committed to stop-
ping this ill-conceived bill before it’s too
late,” according to the press release.

The group says exempting private
colleges from zoning approvals could
apply not only to that school’s cur-
rent campus, but also any future prop-
erty that the school decided to pur-
chase, even if it’s in the middle of a
residential neighborhood.

“This bill would fast-track campus
expansion projects, such as new hous-
ing, large sports arenas or parking
decks without regard for traffic con-

gestion or quality of life concerns. It
will take away important citizen input
over decisions affecting their commu-
nity, and jeopardize property values of
homes located nearby new, undesir-
able campus expansion plans,” accord-
ing to the press release. “Unchecked
campus expansions by private non-
profit colleges could turn taxable prop-
erties into tax-exempt properties, push-
ing more of the property tax burden
onto local families and seniors.”

Supporters of the bill argue that pub-
lic colleges and universities like Rutgers
already have such an exemption, and
the bill simply creates “parity” between
public and private schools.

“Decisions about the future of our
towns and cities are best left with our
local zoning boards who balance the
needs of private colleges and universi-
ties with the needs and concerns of its
neighbors who will be directly af-
fected by any proposed building and
expansion plans,’ according to CSN.

The legislation is sponsored by
Senators Paul Sarlo (D-36, Bergen)
and Robert Singer (R-30, Monmouth).
“New Jersey’s independent institu-
tions are in a disadvantageous posi-
tion for growth and accommodation
by being subjected to local zoning
controls by their home municipali-
ties,” said Sen Singer in press relese
issued June 7. “Despite their recog-
nized vital public missions, private
colleges are often forced into costly
and lengthy approval and appeals
processes that delay or prohibit im-
portant educational programs and
facilities. That also can cause the
diversion of critical funding from
educational purposes.”

Sen. Sarlo added, “The current
system has allowed excellent pri-
vate institutions to be treated as sec-
ond-rate citizens. Hopefully, this can
lead to colleges and universities and
local leaders having more cordial,
cooperative discussions instead of
creating highly politicized town-
gown flare-ups that benefit no one.”
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SHIFMAN MATTRESS

Columbus Day Sale

SAVE 35-50% 
on Handcrafted Shifman Mattresses

PLUS ADDITIONAL SAVINGS
on our best selling styles.

5 days only! Come in for 

tremendous savings on 
Shifman Mattresses,
plus additional savings 
on our best selling styles. 
Shifman is the ultimate
in handcrafted quality,
comfort and durability.
So if you’ve been
thinking of 
purchasing a 
mattress, 
now is the 
time to do it!
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TWIN EA. PC. 320 159 $113399
FULL EA. PC. 480 259 $223399

CRYSTAL

SUGG.SALE SALE
TWIN EA.PC. 490 269 $225599
FULL EA.PC. 670 369 $334499
QUEEN SET 1390 749 $699
KING SET 2310 1249 $1199 

JADE

SUGG.SALE SALE
TWINEA.PC. 670 369 $334499
FULL EA.PC. 850 469 $444499
QUEEN SET 1800 999 $994499
KING SET 2880 1599 $11554499

SAPPHIRE

SUGG.SALE SALE
TWIN EA.PC. 900 499 $447799
FULL EA.PC. 1080 599 $556699
QUEEN SET 2340 1299 $11224499
KING SET 3550 1999 $11889999

DIAMOND

SUGG.SALE SALE
TWIN SET 2490 1439 $11334499
FULL SET 3050 1749 $11664499
QUEEN SET 3340 1899 $11779999
KING SET 4710 2699 $22449999
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Shifman Instant Rebate - Up to $200 Instant Rebate*

And Bonus Savings - $100 Valley Furniture Gift Certificate*

*On New Premium Sets

Westfield Reg. Health
Tells Flu Shot Dates

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has sched-
uled the following dates for seasonal
flu inoculation programs. These pro-
grams are open only to residents of
Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield. Proof of residency may
be required. Participants will be taken
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
There will be a $10 charge for all
non-Medicare participants.

Dates are as follows:
Friday, October 19, Summit Se-

nior Housing, 1 to 3 p.m., 12 Chest-
nut Avenue; Monday, October 22.
Chisholm Community Center, 6 to
7:30 p.m., South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield, and Tuesday, October
23, Cranford Recreation Center, 3:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 220 Walnut Av-
enue. The Cranford clinic is only

open to children 9 and older.
Anyone that is Medicare Part B

eligible must please bring their card to
the program. The Centers for Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) now rec-
ommends all individuals six months
and older receive seasonal influenza
vaccine (i.e., the flu shot) especially:
persons aged 65 years and older with
and without chronic health conditions;
residents of long-term care facilities;
persons aged 2 to 64 years with chronic
health conditions; children aged six
months or older who attend any li-
censed child care center or pre-school
activity; pregnant women, and health-
care personnel who provide direct
patient care household contacts and
out-of-home caregivers of children
aged six months.

For additional information, con-
tact the Westfield Health Department
at (908) 789-4070.

WTC Steel Donated to
Summit Rescue Squad

TRENTON – Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Guadagno and Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey
Deputy Executive Director Bill
Baroni visited Summit on Friday to
present a piece of original steel from
the World Trade Center to the Sum-
mit First Aid Squad. The section of
steel I-beam will honor the memory
of the victims of September 11, 2001
attacks and will become a memorial
to squad member Ian Thompson, who
died in the attacks.

“Ian Thompson had been a volun-
teer EMT with the squad for six-and-
a-half years and worked in the World
Trade Center. From what we’ve
learned about Ian and his dedication
to others, it is believed he was help-
ing to save lives that day when he lost
his own,” Lt. Governor Guadagno
said. “This steel will be a visible and
regular reminder of Ian and the many
others who perished in the attacks on
9/11. As time passes, these monu-
ments and tributes are important in
keeping the memory alive for future
generations, so that all can embrace
how precious the freedom of this
nation is and that we must always be
vigilant to defend it.”

The Summit First Aid Squad re-
ceived the request for assistance from
New York City just before 10 a.m. on
September 11, 2001. Over 40 off-
duty members evaluated and treated
over 600 people as they stepped off
trains at the Summit station.

During the rescue and recovery
efforts at the World Trade Center
following the attacks of September
11, 2001, artifacts were identified
among the wreckage and preserved
for their historical significance. Stored
at Hanger 17 at John F. Kennedy
International Airport, these artifacts
include various pieces that have been
cataloged by a professional curator
to ensure they were kept as close as
possible to their original condition.

“Through the Port Authority’s
World Trade Center Steel Distribu-
tion program, communities in all 50
states and seven foreign countries
now possess a physical manifesta-
tion of what happened on September
11,” Port Authority Deputy Execu-
tive Director Bill Baroni said. “We
are grateful to communities, like Sum-
mit, who are helping us honor the
nearly 3,000 people who didn’t get to
go home that day.”

Lance Releases First
2012 Campaign Ad

FLEMINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released his first tele-
vision commercial of the 2012 Gen-
eral Election campaign season. The
30-second spot, titled “Principled,”
discusses how the two-term Con-
gressman is “fighting for us, voting
for lower taxes, a balanced budget
and incentives for small businesses
to create good-paying jobs,” the Lance
Amendment at the state level, which
prohibits state borrowing without
voter approval and how he “voted to
protect Medicare and preserve health
care benefits for our seniors.”


