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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

*Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies
written  in  2011.  Actual  savings  will  vary.  Insurance  and  discounts  subject  to  qualifications  and
availability.    Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL.  © 2012
Allstate Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711

Switching to Allstate could save
you an average of $375* per year.
Call me today for a free Good
Hands® Coverage Checkup and see
if you have the coverage that’s right
for you.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

MAGICAL “TIMES” WITH MICKEY...Jake, Briella and Kapriana Payami of
Scotch Plains were gifted by their grandparents with a voyage on Disney’s Cruise
Line, “The Magic,” which set sail from New York City this past summer. Mickey
Mouse took some time to strike a pose with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times!

LEADER IN GERMANY... Thomas and Laura Cagnassola of Westfield take
time to stop and read The Westfield Leader during their summer vacation in
Berchtesgaden, Germany.

Board of Trustees on the UCC bud-
get. He said county tax dollars are
used for such areas as teacher salaries
and maintenance of buildings.

Freeholder Sullivan said the county
this year told UCC Trustees they had
to implement a wage freeze for their
employees similar to what is in place
for non-unionized county employees
before the county would approve the
college’s 2012 budget. The school is
an non-unionized institution.

Judy Jenkins, a nurse at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, questioned the board as to
what is being considered for the fu-
ture of the facility. “There are all
kinds of rumors flying around as to
what is going on with the hospital. If
it is being sold, if it’s being merged,
if it’s being closed or whatever. And
we’re like in the dark. Our union
hasn’t told us anything, our nursing
supervisors haven’t told us anything.”

Freeholder Mirabella noted that a
number of areas, such as housekeep-
ing, have been outsourced, and that
an outside study is now being con-
ducted “to give us options on how we
can move forward.” He said the
county will not know what action it
will take until the report is completed.

County Manager Al Faella said the
county would start to have regular
meetings with Runnells’ staff, resi-
dents and their families, “to update
them on what is going on.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski said
state officials have indicated that coun-
ties should “accept the fact we are
living now in an uncomfortable tran-
sitional period where many counties
are not going to be able to afford to run
hospitals.”

“We are proud of Runnells; we want
to keep Runnells going,” she said.

Officials have blamed the current
$10-to-$11-million deficits on lower
reimbursement rates from the state for

Medicare and Medicaid patients, the
bulk of patients at Runnells. The facil-
ity is licensed as a long- and short-care
nursing home as well as a rehabilita-
tion facility, and provides hospice care
and psychiatric care.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, ques-
tioned if the 44 county employees
receiving a 401 (a) plan from Mutual
of America, for which a one-year con-
tact at $168,562 was approved Thurs-
day, were under federal rules not to
work on political campaigns given
that their jobs and benefits are paid
through federal funds. She questioned
whether this would be a violation of
the federal Hatch Act.

“Just because an employee is get-
ting paid by federal funds, does not
automatically mean you are subject to
the Hatch Act,” Freeholder Sullivan
said. He said attached to federal fund-
ing for a position is whether the fund-
ing is subject to the Hatch Act. “And
that goes down to the individual em-
ployee. The county is not responsible
for telling the employees whether they
can participate in political activities or
not.”

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the Hatch Act does not forbid county
employees from “engaging in politi-
cal activities.” He said in some cases
employees might be prohibited from
running for elective office based on
the actual source of federal funding
for their particular position.

Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Linda Carter announced the county
has received a $975,000 matching
grant from the New Jersey Garden
State Preservation Trust for land ac-
quisition through the county’s Open
Space, Recreation, and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund. She said an ad-
ditional $900,000 matching grant,
will be awarded to the county for the
Oak Ridge Park project.
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Union County Freeholders

mented extensively on the agreement.
“Obviously, the biggest point of con-
tention was money, and whereas we
really wanted to give our teachers the
best shot in the arm and give them as
much as possible, the board is facing
a limit, in terms of our 2-percent
cap…and in the last five years, this
board has been operating in the red,
so one of our big goals…was to bring
us back to the black.”

Mr. Minks continued, “What we
were hamstrung with was operating
within constraints that we have finan-
cially and still giving our teachers as
much as possible, recognizing the great
work they’ve done.”

The term of the new contract will
expire at the end of the school year in
June 2013, a period of less than 10
months. The BOE intends to immedi-
ately begin negotiations for the next
contract.

“Although both sides were endeav-
oring to negotiate and approve a con-
tract that was as long a term as possible,
we were required only by recent case
law to settle the three-year term follow-
ing the expired contact,” Mr. Minks
said. “We ultimately did settle that three-
year term. And that’s principally why
we’re eager to try to start negotia-
tions right away, so that prior to the
expiration of the current contract, we
can have the next three-year term
negotiated and finalized, so we don’t
have that two-year lag that we had.”

In other news, the BOE will  re-
lease a survey to be completed by all

residents of Mountainside. There is
no prerequisite for having students
attending schools in the Mountainside
school district.

The survey arose from the board’s
recent strategic planning sessions
seeking innovative ideas to improve
the district.

 “We’ve had a couple of sessions
where we’re mapping out our five-
year plan for the district,” stated BOE
President James Ruban. “One of the
things we wanted to do was to get the
community’s input, and a lot of the
time we spent…was putting together
a survey that we felt could help [the
community] give us information that
we could use to plan out what we
want to do.”

Consisting of approximately 20
questions, the survey seeks to antici-
pate the evolving needs of the dis-
trict.

The survey will be released in
multiple formats to ease access to the
public. The board anticipates the sur-
veys will be available in the
Mountainside Public Library and
other such facilities in town, and at
the BOE administration office, lo-
cated at the Beechwood School.

The survey also will be released on
the district’s website where it may be
completed online.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Beechwood School’s Susan O. Collier
Media Center.
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Mountainside BOE

constructing a two- to three-foot-high
brick wall behind the memorial, as well
as adding bushes, flowers and two
benches. He estimated the cost of the
project to be between $5,000 and
$6,000.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
he has been in touch with the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association and that
the organization was supportive of the
plans.

In other business, the council re-
viewed several resolutions, including a
resolution to award the purchase of a
new ladder and pumper truck from
Pierce Manufacturing for $863,932.

Additionally, the council chose to
defer approval of a resolution to de-
molish a house at 836 Wallberg Av-
enue, as there is a pending application
for subdivision before the town’s plan-
ning board. The council will likely
approve demolitions for homes at 21
Hawthorne Drive, 85 Barchester Way
and 28 Tamaques Way at next week’s
meeting.

The council is expected to approve
salaries for employees represented by
the Teamsters Union at next week’s
public council meeting.

The Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee met earlier in the
evening, but no report was offered to
the council on Tuesday night.
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UCPO Welcomes Advocacy
Center for Victims of Abuse

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO)
on Tuesday unveiled its new, $3-mil-
lion, three-story, 11,000-square-foot
Union County Child Advocacy Center
in a former funeral home on West Jer-
sey Avenue in Elizabeth. It boasts a
welcoming atmosphere for survivors
of sexual abuse.

The prosecutor’s office, New Jer-
sey Division of Child Protection and
Permanency, formerly referred to as
DYFS, jointly investigate over 500
cases a year of child sexual abuse,
physical abuse and maltreatment. The
previous Child Advocacy Center re-
ceived approximately 2,000 visitors
annually, including families, police,
teachers and witnesses.

Assistant Prosecutor John Esmerado
greatly labored to make the dream of a
new advocacy center a success. When
the original 1,800-square foot Child
Advocacy Center, located on Westfield
Avenue in Elizabeth, could no longer
accommodate the increase in employ-
ees and cases, Mr. Esmerado took ac-
tion.

“The original center, a converted
Victorian mansion, opened in 1994
under late Prosecutor Andrew Ruotolo,”
Mr. Esmerado stated. “It had an initial
staff of nine ,which eventually grew to
a staff of 15.”

The staff increase made working
space cramped. In 1999, Mr. Esmerado
began considering a search for greater
office space.

By 2002, crimes of this type had
doubled, further pushing him to look
for a new location to service these
sensitive cases. He taught himself
grant writing and ultimately used this
tool to gather funds for the center he
envisioned.

In the spring of 2010, Union County
entered into a shared-services agree-
ment with the Union County Improve-
ment Authority for the purposes of
financing and managing the construc-
tion of the $3-million project. In addi-
tion, The Friends of the Child Advo-
cacy Center, a 501(c)(3), non-profit
corporation, was created to raise addi-
tional funding.

After nearly seven years of search-
ing, the new center was purchased in
August of 2009. The location was ideal
due to its proximity to the Union County
Courthouse and mass transit.

“The center will employ an advanced,
efficient ‘wrap around’ service model
that brings together all existing child-
abuse services from multiple locations
to a single location,” Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow said.
“It will provide professional assistance
to child-abuse survivors such as inter-
views, intake, medical examination and
mental-health intake evaluation and
counseling.” Mr. Romankow further
stated that the individuals employed at
the center “offer a lifeline from this
raging sea of evil.”

The Center  will house 26 full-time
staff, including investigators from the
prosecutor’s office and Division of
Child Protection and Permanency,
mental health staff from Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center and nursing staff
from Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County. The center will also
house six assistant prosecutors and 10
detectives. It includes rooms for therapy
counseling where questioning is con-
sistent to the cognitive development
level of the child. The center also con-
tains a medical examination room to
assist those subjected to these crimes
rather than having them exposed to an
impersonal emergency-room setting.

The new center also contains a room
filled with interview software. The soft-
ware can obtain up to 1,900 hours of
recording for cases. Mr. Esmerado stressed
the importance of the digital recording
equipment. He explained that the center
will conduct forensic interviews.

Forensic interviews have an open-

ended structure and can be used in the
courtroom. The software was funded
by The New Jersey Task Force for
Child Advocacy and Neglect.

The National Children’s Alliance
conducted an on-site audit of the new
center in August of 2012. Union County
was determined to have one of the
healthiest functioning multi-disciplin-
ary centers of the 180 viewed by the
organization.

For Mr. Esmerado, the center is the
culmination of many dedicated years.
His career as a prosecutor spans 21
years. He has spent 13 of those 21 years
involved with child advocacy. Mr.
Esmerado wanted the center to provide
a home-like environment. This is dis-
played in the living room like setting on
the first floor of the center.

“One child enjoyed being here so
much that she didn’t want to go home,”
Mr. Esmerado stated. “She said it felt
like her house.”

Hearing this from a young child
proved to Mr. Esmerado that the center
fully provided the welcoming atmo-
sphere he desired. A major design com-
ponent of the center is a mural at the
entrance. It translates the word “wel-
come” in English, Spanish, French and
Creole. It depicts a woman on the left
extending her arms toward the sun on
her right. Mr. Esmerado explained that
this mural signifies what the center sets
out to do, to move survivors from dark-
ness to light. The welcoming beauty of
it helps a person heal.

“The mural represents the process of
survivors,” Mr. Esmerado stated.
“Abuse affects your body image and
integrity. However, if you can be ex-
posed to something beautiful, you feel
better about yourself.”

Mr. Romankow believes the center
is one step in the right direction. “It is
not the final solution for these chil-
dren,” he said. “Rather it will be the first
step to help them turn their young lives
in a new direction to hopefully under-
stand their future is not bleak, not spi-
raling into the abyss, but rather one of
hope and promise in the future.”

As for a step in the right direction,
Mr. Esmerado agreed. He enjoys being
a voice for children and knows the
center will continue to speak out for
child abuse, as well as discuss ways of
prevention. “I like to take the approach
of a civil rights leader,” he says. “My
feet are tired but my soul is rested. I
share that sentiment.”

Town Rec. Dept. to Take
Bids on Jefferson Project

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufmann told recre-
ation commissioners Monday night
that he had priced a nylon cover
that could be used to cover the
Westfield Baseball sign at Gumbert
Park.

A neighbor who lives across from
the field objected to the sign at a
previous meeting. Mr. Kaufmann
said the cover would cost approxi-
mately $1,500. The commission
will now decide if $1,500 should be
spent to cover the sign or whether
the amount could be used for a
project deemed more important.

On another matter, Assistant Rec-
reation Director Dee MacKay
Kaufmann handed out brochures
from the organization Imagine, a
Center for Coping With Loss, which
is located at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield. The
group is proposing to use a section
of Mindowaskin Park for a quiet
space dedicated to peace and re-
flection.

The purpose would be to provide
a quiet place for children and adults
coping with the loss of a loved one,
Mrs. Kaufmann said. The commis-
sion said it would support the project
if the town council approved it.

Mr. Kaufmann said specifications
will be available for bids on Friday,
October 19, to renovate the
Jefferson Elementary School field,
and proposals must be received by
Tuesday, October 30. He said he
has reached out for proposals to

renovate the turf at Gumbert Field
One to people who have done work
for the recreation department in the
past. Mr. Kaufmann also suggested
supporting a no smoking, no to-
bacco ban that has been instituted
in both Sparta and Chatham Town-
ships.

He passed out a resolution used
by the State of Delaware for mem-
bers to see. Commission Chairman
Jim Marvin suggested that the word-
ing or signage should be discussed
when more commissioners are
present at the meeting, as only five
of the 12 Westfield commissioners
were in attendance Monday night.
Mr. Kaufmann said the board of
health and the town council would
have to be in agreement on the word-
ing.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Recreation Commission will be held
Monday, November 5, at the recre-
ation office in the municipal build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Mr. Fraser said property owners
should avoid waiting until a con-
tract to sell is on the table to apply
for a certificate of non-conformity.
He suggested owners apply for a
certificate when the home is listed
for sale to avoid a crisis situation.

The board discussed whose re-
sponsibility it is to notify owners
whose multi-family homes are in a
single-family zone. Mr. Fraser sug-
gested the borough send a letter to
the top 10 realtors notifying them
of the current zoning ordinances.

Garwood re-zoned the borough
in April 2011. It would be costly
for the municipality to notify ev-
ery homeowner of their non-con-
formity to the zoning laws, Mr.
Fraser said. He said the realtor in
charge of selling the property
would best be aware of non-con-
formities and assist sellers in get-
ting the proper documents from
the municipality.

After the application was closed,
Mr. Fraser announced he would re-
sign as an employee of the Borough
of Garwood and continue as a con-
sultant to the board, so as not to be
a part of the pension system. He
noted the recent push in the state to
remove part-time attorneys and
other professionals who work for
local municipalities from the pen-
sion system.

The board also passed resolutions
to grant the Westfield Area “Y”’s
use variance to utilize Washington
School for a preschool, child care
and fitness center, as well as deny
the use variance for Hawke North
40, LLC to permit a professional
office on the first floor, site plan
and parking variance at 40-42 North
Avenue.
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of the roof repairs. He said, how-
ever, that field usage was still an
issue in the district and stated that
some sports teams at different times
were going to have to forego prac-
tice and game play to accommo-
date all of the district’s athletes.

The board reported that the
Westfield Recreation Commission
is currently seeking bids for drain-
age repairs at the Jefferson Elemen-
tary School field. She said the re-
pairs need to be done for the safety
of students. Ms. Clancy said the
money for the project was coming
from the town as well as the BOE.
She added that there was grant
money awarded to help fund the
project.

In other business, board member
David Finn announced his resigna-
tion prior to Tuesday’s meeting ef-
fective immediately due to a family
emergency. The board then unani-
mously approved and voted
Roseanne Kurstedt as the new vice-
president. Mr. Finn was not seeking
reelection to a second term.

The next board of education meet-
ing is set for Monday, October 22,
at 7:30 p.m. in the Board of Educa-
tion Building at 302 Elm Street.
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