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FAMED MONUMENT...Steven Sacks and Elyse Weber-Sacks were visiting
Harrison Sacks in Buenos Aires where he is studying abroad for the Fall
Semester. Harrison will be returning in January to resume his senior year at
Miami University in Ohio. This photo is on Avenue 9 de Julio, the widest
boulevard in the world,  in front of famed Obelisk monument.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHIPPING AWAY...The former location of the Chippery on South Avenue in
Fanwood has fallen into disrepair after being bought by the owner of the former
Flannery’s Pub a few years ago.Photo courtesy of Justin Rosin

DANGEROUS SITUATION...A vehicle stuck on a pile of leaves on Hillside
Avenue in Westfield caught fire last week. Justin Rosin, who took a picture of the
fire on his phone, called 9-1-1 but the vehicle was destroyed.

Claudia Panizza an award-winning interior designer

with more than 15 years experience providing a complete range

of design services to prominent residential and commercial clients.

With her experience in new construction and remodeling, she

designs both classic and contempory interiors.  But she purposely

avoids a “signature style” so that she can adapt her designs to

meet clients’ wants and needs ..... 35 North 18th Street,  Kenilworth, NJ  07033        Phone: (908) 230-8960
Email:  cpinterdesign@gmail.com

right in the heart of

Kenilworth

CP Design .....

www.CPINTERDESIGN.com

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AND THEY’RE OFF...Runners surge off the starting line at the Turkey Trot 5K
race in Tamaques Park in Westfield Saturday morning.
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Towns, County and State
Revenue Loss From Sandy

day placed preliminary Sandy dam-
age estimates at $29.4 billion. “The
preliminary cost estimate is inclusive
of aid received to date and antici-
pated from federal sources including
FEMA and the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA). The estimate will
likely be refined further to consider
and include the long-term impact on
the next tourism season, shifts in
population, impact on real estate val-
ues and other factors,” according to a
press release from the Governor’s
office.

In the long term, Sen. Kean said,
the Legislature would put forth a pack-
age of bills that will likely address
everything from the preparation and
response of the utilities to maintain-
ing proper fuel supplies in the state.

The scope of Superstorm Sandy
was outlined in information for-
warded to The Times from the Profes-
sional Engineering Society,
Fanwoodian Harry McNally of the
Union County chapter, along with
data and comments supplied by Pub-
lic Service Electric & Gas.

The utility said the size and the
power of Sandy was twice that of
2011’s Hurricane Irene, impacting
an area of 900 square miles with
sustained winds of 90 mph. When the
storm hit, more than one-third of
PSE&G’s transmission circuits, half
of its sub transmission circuits and
more than three-quarters of its distri-
bution circuits were interrupted.

Sandy impacted twice the number
of customers who were impacted by
Hurricane Irene, which until now had
the distinction of being the worst
storm in PSE&G history, and almost
three times the number of customers
in the October 2011 snow storm.

Forty-eight thousand trees were re-
moved or trimmed, compared to
22,500 after Hurricane Irene, and
2,400 utility poles were replaced/re-
paired, almost three times the number
that were replaced by PSE&G in the
last two storms.

“The record tree and pole damage
slowed our ability to restore power in
Union, Middlesex, Bergen and west-
ern Essex counties as we struggled to
gain access to streets, and in some
cases backyards, to repair overhead
lines,” PSE&G reported.

The utility reported that a number
of switching stations and substations

located along the Hudson, Hackensack
and Passaic rivers, as well as two
switching stations located along the
Arthur Kill, were impacted by the
storm surge from Sandy, which
brought a wall of water ranging from
four to eight feet into the locations,
damaging the equipment.

“Some of these stations had never
been impacted by water damage in the
50 to 75 years that they existed,”
PSE&G reported. “The work to re-
store those stations required painstak-
ing, labor-intensive drying and clean-
ing of equipment to get them back in
service.”

PSE&G conducted daily calls with
the mayors of every town in its service
area, and the president of the utility
conducted a media briefing every
morning.

“We fielded over 2.3 million calls
into our call center. We sent frequent
e-mails to the more than 800,000 cus-
tomers that we have e-mail addresses
for in our database. We updated our
website frequently,” the utility re-
ported. “We sent more than 8,000
Twitter messages on outages, restora-
tions, and information about our Mo-
bile Customer Care Centers where we
provided food, ice, water, and charg-
ing facilities in hard hit areas. We
added 45,000 new Twitter followers
during the storm and reached millions
of people through their re-tweets. Yet,
we know we can improve communi-
cation and we’re looking at a number
of initiatives.”

“Like every other utility in New
Jersey, we were hampered by the lack
of information at the meter/customer
level. Our systems only have informa-
tion at the transmission, switching,
substation and circuit level. When the
circuit is restored, we have no way of
knowing that a particular customer
does not have service unless they re-
port it individually. We know that led
to some frustration,” according to
PSE&G, which said it would look at
proposals for smart grid technology.
“We will continue to explore improved
use of web, text and social media to
improve and expand customer com-
munication options. We will work with
municipalities, county Offices of
Emergency Management (OEMs) and
the New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties to further improve crisis com-
munication plans.”

collisions at those 24 red light camera
intersections increased by $1,172,800.

The data was released as part of the
“Report on Red-Light Traffic Control
Signal Monitoring Systems – Second
Annual Report” by the NJDOT as re-
quired by the law, which established
the state’s five-year pilot program to
determine the effectiveness of red light
cameras.
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Red Lights

MS Bd. of Ed. Denounces
Aid Loss of ‘Fiscal Cliff’

Westfield Council Continues
Sewer Fees For 2013

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
monthly meeting Tuesday evening,
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) passed a resolution de-
nouncing the sequestration of federal
funds specified by the Budget Con-
trol Act of 2011.

Signed into law in August 2011,
the Budget Control Act imposes au-
tomatic spending cuts which will be
triggered on January 2, 2013, in an
effort to keep the U.S. economy from
tumbling over Federal Reserve Chair-
man Ben Bernanke’s so-called “fis-
cal cliff.”

“In 2013, the federal budget will
reduce the amount of funding to all
schools,” stated board member Dante
Gioia. “Not only does Mountainside
get a very small portion of the state
funding, but New Jersey gets a very
small portion of the funding from the
federal government.”

The resolution passed by the board
provides details on the possible ef-
fects of the “across-the-board cuts,”
which “could result in larger class
sizes, fewer course offerings, possible
four-day school weeks, loss of extra-
curricular activities, and teacher and
staff layoffs.” If the provisions of the
Budget Control Act are activated, New
Jersey would lose more than $73 mil-
lion in federal funds for primary and
secondary education programs.

“Generally speaking, I am not op-
posed to federal government cuts,”
stated Board President James Ruban,
“but the problem with a district like us
is basically that’s a refund, refunded
money they’ve already taken from us.”

“I would say it’s even worse,” re-
sponded board member Christopher
Minks. “It’s not a refund. It’s a use of
our funds. We pay…part of the federal
taxes that we pay are supposed to sup-
port public education. What they’re
doing is they’re continuing to tax; in
fact, going forward, many of us are
going to be paying more…and yet

those taxes are not, call it what you will,
trickled down. They’re not being dis-
bursed uniformly, equitably or consti-
tutionally, in my opinion. Our children
are not getting the benefit from what
we have to pay.”

A copy of the resolution will be sent
to U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.), U.S. Senator Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.), Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th),
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Sum-
mit), the New Jersey School Boards
Association and the National School
Boards Association.

The resolution in its entirety may be
viewed at the district’s website,
mountainsideschools.org.

In other news, two representatives
from the Rotary Club of Mountainside
presented a check to the board to be
used for technology upgrades for the
district.

“We recognize this fact: Technology
is no longer a luxury or an enhance-
ment; it is, in fact, a necessity,” stated
Rotary Club Vice-President Mike
Banick. “Core standards required for
these schools and an increasingly com-
petitive world requires it for our stu-
dents.”

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky thanked the Rotary Club of
Mountainside on the district’s behalf.

Several members of the board again
petitioned the public to complete the
strategic planning survey released last
month by the board. The deadline for
responses was extended to Friday,
December 14, due to Hurricane
Sandy.

The survey arose from the board’s
recent strategic planning sessions
seeking innovative ideas to improve
the district, the results of which will
be made known in January.

The survey may be obtained at the
Mountainside Public Library and the
BOE office located at Beechwood
School. The survey can be completed
anonymously.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 18, at
7:30 p.m. at Beechwood School.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
town council meeting, the council
passed an ordinance on first reading,
which will continue the sewer fees
for residents for 2013.

Finance Committee Chairman Sam
Della Ferra said that while he expects
that the town will receive an increase
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), the fees charged
to residents will remain the same as
2012, and the town will absorb the
remainder in the municipal budget.
In 2012, the bill to Westfield from the
RVSA was $3.6 million.

Under the ordinance, single-fam-
ily homes will be charged $170 per
year, while condos and townhouses
will be charged $135 per unit. Com-
mercial and industrial properties will
be charged $315 per year and apart-
ments will be charged $100 each for
sewer usage. Sewer bills will be
mailed by February 20, 2013 and will
be due no later than April 1, 2013.

The council also unanimously
passed a resolution allowing the
mayor to sign an agreement with
Lord & Taylor for the installation of
a HAWK pedestrian crossing signal
on North Avenue. The signal is being
installed at a mid-block crosswalk
and has been approved by Union
County for this location.

During the open comment portion
of the meeting, Scotch Plains resi-
dent John Dausend addressed the
council regarding the need for addi-
tional signage in the municipal park-
ing lot across from the post office.

Mr. Dausend said he received a
ticket because he did not realize that
it was a pay lot. The matter was
handled in municipal court and Mr.
Dausend said his fine was reduced. “I
can’t be fully in the wrong when
there was a reduction on the ticket,”
he said. He showed the council pho-
tographs he had taken in the parking
lot and in other lots where he said the
signage was better.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky presented
proclamations declaring November
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month

and January 11, 2013 as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Day.

Jeanne Gladis, who lost her father
to pancreatic cancer in 2008, ac-
cepted the proclamation on behalf
of the Pancreatic Cancer Action Net-
work. According to the proclama-
tion, 74 percent of those diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer die within
one year, and 96 percent die within
five years.

Ruby Glassel and Martin Schwartz
accepted the proclamation against
human trafficking from Mayor
Skibitsky. They encouraged residents
to attend the anti-human-trafficking
rally in Trenton on January 11, 2013.

Councilpersons Vicki Kimmins,
JoAnn Neylan and Frank Arena were
absent from the meeting.

Santa Claus Was in Westfield on Sunday

Garwood Acts On
Several Costs, Bond

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Council voted on ordinances Tues-
day including those for bonding,
wages, salaries and benefits.

Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Matthieu voted
against an ordinance regarding raises;
both agreed that raises should not
exceed 2 percent. The police chief
salary reflects a 3.1-percent raise.

The borough council approved a
$275,000 bond ordinance to autho-
rize the acquisition of capital items
for borough departments. The capital
items include police car computers, a
borough hall building generator, por-
table generators, a repeater, Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) radio
upgrades, a recording sound system,
a telephone system, a computer sys-
tem, a police special SUV, building
cameras, jaws of life, traffic signal
upgrades and two fire department
infrared cameras.

The borough will have its Christ-
mas Tree lighting this Saturday at 5
p.m. at Borough Hall.

The council held an executive ses-
sion prior to the regular meeting to
discuss tax appeals and litigation.

FW-SP YMCA Helps
Cancer Survivors

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
LIVESTRONG Program at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
run again in January 2013. Since its
inception in the fall of 2011, over 39
cancer survivors have graduated the
program.


