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From traditional to pops, choral favorites to
musical theater classics, this season of WSO concerts

will fill the whole family with holiday cheer.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Monday, December 31st, 2012 at 7pm
Westfield High School, Westfield, NJ

STEPPIN’ OUT
Ring in the New Year with the very best of
timeless show tunes featuring guest stars
direct from the Broadway stage.

ADVANCE TICKETS $70 and $40

Saturday, December 1st, 2012 at 7pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Join us for a family festival of traditional and
contemporary songs and music, sing-a-longs and more.

Tickets $25-$75. All students only $12.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA!

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO: WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!
Order tickets online at www.westfieldsymphony.org

or call at 908-232-9400

HOME TOUR…The 2012 Continuo Arts Foundation annual “Home for the
Holiday’s” home tour includes elegant homes offering ideas from traditional to
modern, contemporary to classic. Lovingly decorated by homeowners, stagers
and designers, the tour ushers in the holiday season with the realization that there
is “no place like home.”

Continuo Arts ‘Home For
The Holidays’ House Tour

WESTFIELD — The Continuo Arts
Foundation presents the second annual
“Home for the Holidays” House Tour
in Westfield on Saturday, December 8,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sponsored by
the Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage Westfield West Office, this fes-
tive event will feature four beautiful
homes dressed in holiday style, musi-
cal entertainment and much more!

Launched in 2011, the “Home for
the Holiday’s” tour delighted last year’s
guests with unique and stylistically di-
verse properties, musical entertainment,
holiday treats, gift envelopes and his-
toric information about the featured
properties. The 2012 tour includes el-
egant homes offering ideas from tradi-
tional to modern, contemporary to clas-
sic. Lovingly decorated by
homeowners, stagers and designers the
“Home for the Holiday’s” tour ushers
in the season with the realization that
truly, there is ‘no place like home.’

Serving as tour chairperson is
Coldwell Banker’s Sherrie Natko, and
Coldwell Banker agents will serve as
docents; sharing each home’s historic
and unique qualities with tour goers.
George Kraus, Manager of the Coldwell
Banker Westfield West office, said he is
“proud to once again be the sponsor of

the ’Home for the Holidays’ House
Tour, an important holiday and desti-
nation event for Westfield and the sur-
rounding communities.”

Ticket are available at the Coldwell
Banker Westfield West office, other
local merchants displaying the red
“Home for the Holidays” poster, by
calling (908) 264-5324 and on-line at
www.continuoarts.com.

Benefiting the Continuo Arts Foun-
dation, proceeds will go to support the
Foundation’s scholarship fund, young
artist debut series, community service
projects, and performances. Home tour
ticket holders will also enjoy reserved
seating at the annual “Christmas Time
in the City” concert on Sunday, De-
cember 16, at 6:30 p.m. presented by
the Continuo Arts Foundation in col-
laboration with The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. This year’s con-
cert will feature six choral ensembles,
the Continuo Arts Chamber Orchestra,
Dr. Raymond Roberts, soloists, special
guest artists, pictures with Santa, and of
course the ever-popular audience sing-
a-longs!

Tickets are $30 in advance and $35 if
purchased at the door. For more infor-
mation visit www.continuoarts.com or
call (908) 264-5324.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Skyfall”
License to Entertain

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

‘Goldberger. Mike Goldberger.’
Well, that’s the way the adolescent
me hears it whenever the latest 007
issues his introductory ‘Bond. James
Bond.’ It’s a great fantasy writer Ian
Fleming gave us. And now, with the
franchise successfully entrusted to
Daniel Craig’s capable hands, direc-
tor Sam Mendes’s “Skyfall” takes its
place among the best Bonds.

 Rousing, colorful, determined,
funny and respectful of the noble
pageantry that began with “Dr. No”
(1962), “Skyfall” superbly synthe-
sizes good old-fashioned, location-
style cinematography with CGI tech-
nology. So when a runaway subway
train almost derails our favorite se-
cret agent’s plans to stay alive, even
jaded eyes are rendered rapt.

 Smartly exampled here, our 007s,
like our presidents, more or less mir-
ror the times and the people in whose
service they are engaged. Thus Mr.
Craig reflects a pragmatic exigency,
tossed in with the most subtle vulner-
ability, just so that we know his heart
is in the right place. He must be a boy
scout, but hip…honest and brave, but
a savvy realist.

 Oh, but he still has to be the guy
every man wants to be and every
woman wants to be with, in a fanciful
sense, that is. Without being sacrile-
gious by denying Sean Connery’s
status as the inaugural, iconic Bond,
it behooves to note that Mr. Craig’s
rather ruddy world saver, while he
looks OK enough in a tux, reinter-
prets the idea of dashing.

 Likewise, the story in which we
plop our intrepid adventurer has to
represent current fears and concerns.
Of course, it’s never about stopping a
motorist from cutting you off or pass-
ing you on the right. Nope, the bad
guy is inevitably into nothing less
than world domination. And this one,
computer genius/terrorist/psychopath
Silva, is a real dilly.

 Portrayed by Javier Bardem with
flourishes of Shakespearean tragedy,
he is one icky dude and an adversary
worthy of the film’s hero. Coiffed in
died blonde locks, a sadistic zeal pro-
jecting from his crazed eyes, he is at
once cutting edge evil and, because
of his Moriarty-like desire to impress
his counterpart, a grand throwback to
the villains of yore.

 But what makes the insidious rat
even worse than most blackguards
who’d destroy everything to have their
way is his deeply personal hatred for
Judi Dench’s M. I can’t tell you why,
but he has it in for Bond’s boss and
everything she represents. Always a
step ahead, he is the ultimate hacker,
wreaking deadly destruction with but
a keystroke.

 It’s a good thing that all is patched
together and hobbling along at Her
Majesty’s Secret Service, recently
forced to set up clandestine digs. At
the ready there with all manner of
gizmos and gadgets, reminiscent of
that genius kid you knew in high
school, is Ben Whishaw as the series’
new Q, a dry-witted sort barely old
enough to be playing spy.

 OK, OK, I see you way in the back
urgently waving your hand. Ask your
question so I can get on with the
review.

 Clears his throat, looks around
and then inquires, “Uh, you haven’t
said anything about the Bond girls. I
mean, you said this is good, that’s
great, etc., etc., blah, blah tradition,
but nothing about the Bond girls.
What about the Bond girls?

 “Good question, young man. Re-
member, we’re in the 21st Century
now, and with a more serious de-
meanor taking hold in all things 007,
it just wouldn’t do to flaunt a whole
bunch of frivolous eye candy. So,
with all due respect to Naomie Har-
ris, who plays James’s fellow agent,
Eve, and Bérénice Marlohe as
Severine, a femme fatale impressed
into Silva’s employ, no sir, you’ll find
no double entendre-named Pussy
Galores or Plenty O’Tooles in this
film. The ladies now have the equal
opportunity to wear sensible shoes.”

 Alas, just as Lautrec notes that
respectability has invaded the “Mou-
lin Rouge” (1952), political correct-
ness has come to roost in the world of
derring-do. But this doesn’t preclude
fomenting some Freudian/Oedipal
ruminations courtesy of the critical
role Dench’s M plays. Psychodrama
shares center stage with treachery
and two-fisted action.

 And there’s a surprise. As if con-
solation for strict constructionists, a
serendipitous harking back to classic
Bond at a pivotal moment in the tale
should get audiences to issue a col-
lective “Well, alright!” It’s a grand
moment, emotionally analogous to
that juncture in the foreign legion
films when distant bagpipes declare
approaching reinforcements.

 Now, if we could only get the
otherwise stellar Mr. Craig, the finest
Bond since Sean Connery, to wax sad
with just a touch less severity, the
business of saving humanity from
evildoers would prove even more
enthralling. That said, the decoded
message here for the diehard faithful
as well as those who thought 007’s
number was up, is to catch “Skyfall.”

…
 “Skyfall,” rated PG-13, is a Co-

lumbia Pictures release directed by
Sam Mendes and stars Daniel Craig,
Javier Bardem and Judi Dench. Run-
ning time: 143 minutes

Westfield Community Players Hold
Auditions for Drama Proof

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players will hold auditions
for the drama Proof by David Au-
burn on Monday and Tuesday, De-
cember 3 and 4, from 7 to 10 p.m.
with callbacks on Thursday, De-
cember 6, from 7-9 p.m. The show
is directed by Steve Lemenille.

Character breakdown is as fol-
lows: Robert (age 50-60) A diffi-
cult character to portray. Appear-
ing first as a figment of his
daughter’s grieving imagination,
then as a ghost of the “ideal father”
– thoughtful, caring, etc. and fi-
nally, the “real” Robert, both sane
and insane.

Catherine (age 20-30) Gave up
college to care for her father during
his mental illness and after his death,
she is left in limbo not prepared for
the outside world. Her quirkiness,
sense of humor and novel behavior
traits walk the line between funny
and heartbreaking.

Claire (age 25-35) Breezy and
business-like but may be hiding
many of the same emotions as her
sister Catherine. Comes across
somewhat cold and shallow but the
truth lies deeper than that. She is
out of touch with the real family
dynamics. Has a fear of volatile and

unpredictable situations, which
Robert and Catherine represent with
their bright minds and possible
mental instability

Hal (age 20-30) Walks the line
between awkward and well-mean-
ing and blundering and invasive. A
former student of Robert’s who
lacks social grace. Hal’s motiva-
tions throughout his relationship
with Catherine are somewhat ques-
tionable. Like Catherine, a devotee
of Robert’s work.

Auditions will be held at the the-
ater located at 1000 North Avenue,
West, Westfield. The show runs
weekends March 2-23, 2013.

For submission of early audition
forms and more information, visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

BIG DEBUT…Patrina Caruana, Westfield High School, Class of 2007, and NYU/
Tisch, Class of 2011, made her television debut last month in the acclaimed HBO
series Boardwalk Empire, in the role of Bettina Rossetti, daughter of Gyp
Rossetti, played by Emmy and Tony Award winner Bobby Cannevale. Patrina is
currently on a national tour as the lead in the childrens’ musical Otherwise Known
As Shelia The Great. The show concludes at The Paper Mill Playhouse on
Saturday, December 15. For ticket information call the box office at (973) 376-
4343 or visit www.papermill.org.

Mid-Day Musicales
Concerts Set to Begin
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield,
125 Elmer Street, announces the
beginning of Mid-Day Musicales
concerts for the season of Advent.
These half-hour noon concerts are
presented on Wednesdays in the
church sanctuary and feature well-
known professional artists from the
greater metropolitan region. Admis-
sion is $5.

Upcoming concerts are: Decem-
ber 5 – The Jersey Jazz Trio - Wil-
liam Shadel, clarinet; Ron Naspo,
bass and Bob DeBenedette, piano.

December 12 – The Madison
String Quartet - Evelyn Estava, vio-
lin; Rebecca Harris-Lee, violin;
Michael Avagliano, viola and Gerall
Hieser, cello

December 19 – Ronald Naldi,
tenor and Sean Gough, piano.

GUEST SPEAKER…Shaun Cherewich was the guest speaker at the Woman’s
Club of Westfield’s (WCW) recent meeting held at the Masonic Lodge. Pictured
are WCW member Jane Walsweer and Mr. Cherewich.

Cherewich Guest Speaker at Woman’s
Club of Westfield Meeting

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s Club
of Westfield (WCW) hosted Shaun
Cherewich to speak to its members at a
general meeting held recently at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield. He and
his wife lived some years in England
where he gained much insight into
Britain and its monarchy. He shared his
extensive knowledge in an interesting,
informative and, at times, humorous
way.

After returning from England to
Westfield, Mr. Cherewich taught Brit-
ish Literature at Westfield High School
(WHS). He was active in the Westfield

Lacrosse program being instrumental
in the formation of the Westfield La-
crosse Club, the summer lacrosse pro-
gram and as the head WHS High la-
crosse coach.

He received numerous “Coach of
the Year” awards over the years, as well
as earning induction into the New Jer-
sey Lacrosse Hall of Fame. Having
retired from WHS, Mr. Cherewich cur-
rently teaches at Union County Col-
lege.

WCP Presents The
Emperor’s New Clothes

WESTFIELD — Josephine Ward
and Eileen Ward-Conway, are spon-
sors once again for Westfield Com-
munity Players’ (WCP) second an-
nual children’s show The Emperor’s
New Clothes. They recently met at
The Savannah in Westfield with
Lucille Bills, WCP board member
and producer of show, which is a
rollicking comedy with singing,
dancing, and audience participa-
tion appropriate for ages five and
above. The show will be presented
on Saturday, December 1, at 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. at the theater lo-
cated at 1000 North Avenue.

Tickets can be reserved by call-
ing the box office at (908) 232-
1221 or purchased at the door.

COMMUNITY THEATER…Josephine Ward and Eileen Ward-Conway, spon-
sors for Westfield Community Players’ (WCP) children’s show The Emperor’s
New Clothes met with Lucille Bills, WCP board member and producer of show.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Ms. Bills, Ms. Ward and Ms. Ward- Conway.

Auditions for

Westfield Community

Players’ Drama

Proof
Monday and Tuesday,

December 3 and 4

F-SP ‘Y’ to Host Performing
Arts, Craft Show Fundraiser

FANWOOD SCOTCH PLAINS
— The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains is hosting
“An Afternoon of Performing Arts
with Friends” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, from 2 to 4 p.m.

This special event will feature
performances form the New Jersey
Youth Theatre as well as the “Y”’s
Dance Company and new perform-
ing arts music students. In addition,
artwork from students at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School will
also be on display.

While enjoying culinary delights
from local restaurants, local craft
artists’ work will be on display for
all to enjoy and available for pur-
chase. An array of art delights in-
clude: specialty chocolates, silk and
dried floral arrangements, organic

beauty products, handbags and jew-
elry. A portion of the proceeds from
these sales will be donated to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA Per-
forming Arts Program.

This special event is free and open
to the public. However, reserva-
tions are recommended. Call (908)
889-8880 to reserve your spot.

Registration is going on now for
all Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA
fall programs at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains facility. Call the Mem-
ber Service Desk with questions at
(908) 889-8880. The “Y” is the
nation’s leading nonprofit commit-
ted to strengthening communities
through youth development, healthy
living and social responsibility.

V i s i t
www.fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org
to learn more about Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA programs.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

SP Service League
Thrift Shop
Announces

Holiday Boutique
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, 1741 East Sec-
ond Street in Scotch Plains, will join
other area retailers in kicking off the
holiday season by opening its doors
on Saturday, November 24, for “Black
Saturday” sales. The shop will open
at 10 a.m. and offer regular and sale
merchandise including clothing, ac-
cessories, books and toys, holiday
decorations, linens, and bric-a-brac.

The League’s annual Holiday Bou-
tique will begin at the shop on Tues-
day, November 27, at 10 a.m. and
feature holiday gift bargains for the
whole family. These brand new items,
collected throughout the year by
Boutique Chairperson Donna Kuhn,
will be on display throughout the
store’s main room. Customers will
find hostess items, giftware, Lenox
pieces, “giftable” clothing and ac-
cessories, collectibles, costume jew-
elry, books, and much more. All items
are reasonably priced and the mer-
chandise will be replenished daily
from the large inventory saved espe-
cially for the boutique.

The Holiday Boutique will con-
tinue through Saturday, December
22, when the shop will close for the
remainder of the holiday season. The
Thrift Shop will re-open with newly
re-stocked merchandise on Wednes-
day, January 2.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer non-
profit organization that has served
the community since 1974 through
the operation of its Thrift Shop in
Scotch Plains. Since its founding, the
League has donated well over $1
million to area service organizations
and charitable causes.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the League or League mem-
bership is invited to call (908) 322-
5420 or to speak to any of the volun-
teers at the shop. General informa-
tion about the League and the Thrift
Shop is also available online at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.


