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A Wake Up Call Is Required for
The Voters in Union County

This has been an extraordinary time
in Union County history, and we’ve
seen some extraordinary things.

We’ve seen the worst of the dam-
age and destruction that a powerful
storm can bring, first with Hurricane
Sandy and then with the nor’easter
Athena. We’ve also seen the best of
human nature, as Union County resi-
dents pulled together to keep each
other safe at the height of the danger.

So many people have been involved
in the response and recovery that it’s
impossible to thank them all, so I’d
just like to say that as a lifelong
resident of Union County I could not
be more proud to say that this place is
my home.

We’re not out of the woods yet.
Tragically, two deaths in Union
County have been attributed to the
storm, and people are still suffering.
But we’re getting there. And now, as
we put our communities back in or-
der, it is time to take a look at how we
pulled through, and how we will pre-
pare for the next time.

From the perspective of county
government, one thing that stands
out is the cooperation we received
from local officials, which helped us
to get our resources out quickly to
communities in need. That included
extra help from county first respond-
ers and tree crews as well as fuel, fuel
pumps, generators and light towers,
to name just a few examples.

We also worked together to assist
local emergency shelters, and we
opened the Union County Regional
Shelter in Cranford with the Red
Cross and Salvation Army. Special
thanks go to the Township of
Cranford, its citizens and govern-
ment officials, for making their com-
munity center available. Communi-
cation was another critical endeavor.
We mobilized the county’s website
and social media, reverse 911,
FirstAlert and other lines of commu-
nication to stay in constant touch
with local officials and reporters as
well as individual citizens.

Those efforts also assisted County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and her staff,
as they overcame unprecedented cir-
cumstances during a presidential elec-
tion to keep residents informed and
ensure that every Union County voter
who wanted to cast a ballot could do
so.

On a nice note, right between the
two storms a pair of EMTs with our
new countywide ambulance service

Union County News

Al Mirabella, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

United Fund Partners With Westfield
To Establish Sandy Relief Fund

Your FEMA House Inspection
AREA – The house inspector is a vital

step in determining the amount and types
of housing assistance FEMA may pro-
vide. Survivors seeking housing assis-
tance must first register with FEMA.
Applicants who register will be given a
personal application number. The num-
ber is used throughout the disaster assis-
tance process. Survivors should record
the number and keep it secure and handy
for all future dealings with FEMA.

A FEMA housing inspector will call
survivors if they need a housing inspec-
tion and set up a time for a visit. The
inspector usually comes within 14 days
after the survivor applies. The inspector
will have the application number assigned
at registration.

When the FEMA inspector calls, write
down: Inspector’s name; date(s) of calls;
date(s) and time(s) of appointment(s),
and inspector’s telephone number.

Inspectors are contractors, not FEMA
employees, who have been hired by
FEMA to conduct the inspection. Every
contractor has an official identification
badge. Ask to see the badge if it is not
visible during the inspection.

Remember, FEMA never charges a fee
for an inspection. The inspector will never
ask for bank information. FEMA inspec-
tors verify damage; but do not hire or
endorse specific contractors or recom-
mend repairs. Inspectors do not deter-
mine cost estimates, but provide confir-
mation of the existing damage, from which
costs estimates are calculated.

It is important to meet with the inspec-
tor to avoid delays in the inspection pro-
cess. Those who cannot be present for the
scheduled appointment can appoint some-
one 18 or older who lived in the house
before the disaster to stand in during the
inspection.

The inspection generally takes 30 to
40 minutes but can be shorter, and con-
sists of a general inspection of damaged
areas of the home and a review of the
survivor’s records.

When the inspector arrives, be pre-
pared to provide proof of identification,
such as a driver’s license or Passport or
other official photo ID. Inspectors also
require written proof of home ownership,
such as a tax receipt, mortgage payment
book or home insurance policy showing
the property’s address. If proof of owner-
ship is not available, the inspector will
complete the inspection, but proof of
ownership must be provided to FEMA.

Most applicants receive a written re-
sponse from FEMA regarding a decision
within 7 to 10 days after the inspection.

The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion and insurance companies also have
inspectors in the field in New Jersey.

To date, FEMA housing inspectors
have completed 80 percent of the more
than 92,000 inspections requested by di-
saster survivors in New Jersey.

Survivors may apply for assistance by
registering online at
www.DisasterAssistance.gov, by web
enabled mobile device at m.fema.gov or
by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (3362).
Disaster assistance applicants who have
a speech disability or hearing loss and use
TTY should call 1-800-462-7585 directly;
for those who use 711 or Video Relay
Service (VRS), call 1-800-621-3362.

All in New Jersey who suffered losses
from Hurricane Sandy may be eligible.

‘After Action’ Sessions Will Focus On
County’s Response to Next Storm

delivered a baby girl in Rahway, who
was in such a big hurry to enter this
world that she could not wait for
mom to get to the hospital.

Clearly, one focus moving forward
will be a redoubling of efforts to
develop an even more vigorous
county-local shared services network.
We need to identify what worked and
move swiftly to fill any gaps.

Just as clearly, we also need to
expand our attention outward to the
state and federal level. There is no
question that fuel shortages and long-
running power outages added over-
whelming burdens to Union County
residents and first responders. While
some limited solutions may be avail-
able locally, the root of the problem
can only be addressed through a co-
ordinated national energy policy.

Union County will conduct a se-
ries of “after action” planning ses-
sions to learn what was done well and
what can be improved. We learned a
lot and are better prepared as a result.

By working together and planning
ahead we can ensure that Union
County will be prepared to meet the
next “storm of the century,” with-
stand its blows, and keep moving
forward.

Alexander Mirabella
Freeholder Chairman

As Westfield picks up the pieces
from Hurricane Sandy, we should
pause to be thankful that our commu-
nity was spared the devastation expe-
rienced by others in our area. Al-
though many of our neighbors were
without power for several weeks, it
was heartwarming to see how
Westfielders pitched in to help each
other through this ordeal. Adversity
truly did bring out the finest in many
of our residents!

Those who did suffer significant
losses should know that the Westfield
United Fund is here for you as we
have been for 75 years. We have
partnered with the Town of Westfield
to establish the Hurricane Sandy
Westfield Relief Fund to assist resi-
dents who have suffered serious losses
that are not covered by private insur-
ance, FEMA or the Red Cross. Dona-
tions may be sent to The Westfield
United Fund at 301 North Avenue,
West. (Please be sure to write Sandy

Relief on the memo line.) You can
also donate by credit card, learn more
about the fund, or download an appli-
cation on our website,
westfieldunitedfund.org.

Finally, we are truly thankful for
the Westfield residents who give so
generously to our campaign each year
so that we can continue to extend a
helping hand through our 20 member
agencies and programs. With your
assistance, young and old alike ben-
efit from programs that meet their
needs on a regular basis whether it is
a young family needing safe child
care, a senior citizen needing meals,
or a troubled teen looking for some-
one to talk to.

On behalf of all of us at the Westfield
United Fund, best wishes for a healthy
and Happy Thanksgiving!

Charles Weidman, President
Deirdre Gelinne, Exec. Dir.

Westfield United Fund

Letters to the Editor

Dear Voters, at this time I would
like to thank all of you who sup-
ported me during the 2012 election
year [candidate for Union County
Freeholder]. With so much uncer-
tainty in our county alone, I did my
best to express the concerns of the tax
payers. Not many residents realize
that while they are paying a mort-
gage/tax bill, that an increase is due
to the escalating tax bill to Union
County — and not their municipality.

While I was campaigning I spoke
to a local taxpayer about this subject
and he stated, “Oh I just pay what that
little green stub tells me!” A little
green stub, how long have we been
blind sighted?

I propose to the legislators that we
request a separate tax bill from the
county alone as many other states do.

It would be a wake-up call to the voters.
Why should we be responsible for

a new skating rink at Oak Ridge
[Park]when the golf course was
closed due to lack of revenue — or a
new catering facility at Galloping
Hill [Golf Course.]!

There are 428 foreclosures alone
in Union County. Does that not tell
the Freeholders something? No jobs,
declining property values and we are
subsidizing entertainment?

Please do your just diligence in this
upcoming year and pressure your
representatives to make changes on
your behalf.

I wish everyone a very Happy
Thanksgiving and thanks again for
your support!

Diane Barabas
Westfield

FEMA Locations in Plainfield And Springfield

County Provides
FEMA Documents

Union County - Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi has announced that free cop-
ies of property documents are avail-
able at her office in Elizabeth for
Union County residents who lost their
property documents during Hurricane
Sandy and its aftermath. My office
will assist Union County property
owners who lost documents neces-
sary to process insurance claims or
apply for FEMA assistance at no
charge, Ms. Rajoppi said. For a lim-
ited time, copies of property docu-
ments will be available at the County
Clerks main office in the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street,
Room 115, in Elizabeth. The Eliza-
beth office is open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
When contacting the county clerk,
please provide the property owners
name, the property address and the
approximate date of deed transfer.
For more information about obtain-
ing property documents, please call
(908) 527-4787.

New Jersey to Get
Fed Food Aid

New Jersey - Residents impacted by
Hurricane Sandy will receive emergency
food aid under the federal D-SNAP pro-
gram. Residents of the following New
Jersey counties will be eligible for D-
SNAP benefits: Atlantic, Bergen, selected
zip codes in Burlington and Cumberland,
Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union,
and Warren counties. Additional coun-
ties may be added to the D-SNAP as
requested and approved by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture's Food and Nu-
trition Service. D-SNAP provides emer-
gency food assistance for households af-
fected by a natural disaster, like Hurri-
cane Sandy. The program provides one
month of benefits to disaster survivors
not already enrolled in Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance  (SNAP) and can
help boost benefits for households al-
ready receiving SNAP allowances. As
New Jersey families struggle to rebuild
after Sandy, the last thing they should
have to worry about is being able to feed
their children. This emergency federal
aid will help residents affected by Sandy
make ends meet and provide food for
their families, said Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J). We will continue
working to provide federal funding for
aid programs and rebuilding efforts that
New Jersey needs.

FEMA - The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has opened a
Disaster Recovery Center in
Plainfield at 400 East Front Street to
help eligible residents connect with
resources that can help them recover
from the effects of the superstorm
Sandy. It is open from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m., seven days a week and it may be
used by any resident of New Jersey.

Residents can also use the FEMA
Disaster Recovery Center that opened

last week at the Chisholm Commu-
nity Center at 100 South Spring-
field Avenue in Springfield. It is
also open daily from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m.

No appointment is necessary to
visit the Plainfield and Springfield
locations.

For more FEMA information, call
800-621-FEMA (3362) or visit
fema.gov/sandy.

For county programs, see ucnj.org.

Alert - Do Not Park On Leaves
Do not park on leaves. Last night

(Tuesday), our son Justin witnessed a
car catching on fire on Hillside Av-
enue in Westfield, caused by leaves
and branches on the side of the road.
Justin saw that someone was gun-
ning his motor because his car was
stuck on what appeared to be a pile of
leaves. Justin got out of the car to
help the driver and noticed that first
smoke and then flames were starting
to appear. Justin told the driver to get
out of the car and called 911.

The car caught fire. The police and
firemen came but the car was com-

pletely engulfed and destroyed.
Later the driver told Justin that he

had moved to the side of the road to
allow another car to pass and appar-
ently drove over a pile of leaves/
branches. His car got stuck and he
proceeded to gun the motor.

Even if you simply park your car
and turn off the motor, there is a risk
that it could catch on fire because the
catalytic converter gets extremely hot.
Please be careful!

Debbie Parente-Rosin
Westfield


