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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Westfield

‘I Don’t Give A Damn About Pres. Politics...
I’ve Got 2.7 Million People Without Power’
Many in New Jersey deserve a Gold Seal of

Approval for their actions and leadership during the
devastating events of Hurricane Sandy. It starts at the
top. Governor Chris Christie did a terrific job as our
leader - steadfast, focused, informed, defi-
nite and damn clear to everyone what was
needed, what was expected of everyone and
what was going to happen. Thank you, Gov-
ernor Christie.

During the times, life threatening, our first
responders were a godsend; firemen, police,
rescue — all those with boots on the ground
throughout the perilous moments — pro-
tecting us, saving lives, property and providing
reassurance. For the so many of you — Thank you.

So many others came to our aid to restore power;
the linemen and electrical workers; from Missouri,
Illinois, and Alabama, along with ours indigenous;
ambulances and trucks from Indiana; gasoline from
the National Guard; — too many to know even who.
Thank you.

Several towns locally provided outstanding lead-
ership, dedication and ingenuity during the crisis.
We commend Westfield, Fanwood and Garwood as

most notable in our telescope (led by mayors Andy
Skibitsky, Colleen Mahr and Pat Quattrocchi.)

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick was on the spot
and on the ball. Union County emergency manage-

ment, too, was right on target.
Without understanding why, some towns

and leaders did not do so well, though.
Perhaps they can learn from those who did.

There were many private citizens, orga-
nizations, churches, libraries and businesses
that came to the call in time of need. It is
doubtful a full list of those can ever be
known — except in their hearts.

When you get a chance, let those know who you
think gets a “Good Seal of Approval.” Our list is by
no means complete.

The citizens of New Jersey, of good heart and
strong stock, may have been beaten down and
weary by the circumstances, but they kept their
patience, showed their resilience and helped their
neighbors.

We’re not out of the woods yet and some are still
suffering. Nevertheless, we have a lot to be thank-
ful for.

Thank You Mayor For
Your Storm Efforts

Editor’s Note: The following was
written to Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky.

Dear Mr. Mayor, I would like to
thank you for your efforts in Westfield
over the past several weeks during
the storm crisis we had. While we
were fortunate to only lose power,
your consistent updates and informa-
tion, as well as the call we received to
hear the conversations you had with
officials, helped us understand what
was going on. Also, Mark Lo Grippo
sent constant e-mails informing us of
the progress that was taking place.
Without power, I drove to the Target
parking lot for a WiFi connection a
few days to check e-mails and read
about what was going on.

 We saw crews from Missouri roll
into the neighborhood on the fifth
day, working into the cold night with
spotlights on the downed trees and
wires in the Beechwood and Grove
Street area.

I appreciate everything you’ve done
to get Westfield up and running again,
and extend my sincere gratitude that
you are Westfield’s mayor.

M. Hope Collins
Westfield

Your Good Work Is Appreciated
More Than You Imagine

LoGrippo Is Thanked
For His Efforts

As a resident of the 3rd Ward, I’d
like to take a moment to commend
our 3rd Ward Councilman Mark
LoGrippo.

Along with our mayor, Mark did
an outstanding job regarding lines of
communication with storm updates,
power outages, resource availability
and service updates.

Mark’s communication via e-mail
and Facebook were very effective. I
certainly felt connected to situations
that were taking place in town due to
the constant updates.

I support Mark’s initiative of hav-
ing block captains for each street/
neighborhood. It’s a great way to
make sure that everyone on the block
is well informed. The block captains
can help check on neighbors and
assist with important communication.
What a fantastic idea!

Thank you, Mark, for keeping the
residents of Westfield in the loop. Job
well done! Thank you.

Mari Melao
Westfield

Thank You Garwood Police and Fire
Departments for Quick Action on Fire

Kudos to the Westfield Library Staff
For Responding to Our Needs

Westfield Was Lucky As Storm Has
Not Claimed Any Lives

My family and I have been resi-
dents of Westfield for over six years.
We truly love the town and feel privi-
leged to live here. During the time we
have lived on Birch Place, we have
used the services of the fire depart-
ment, the police department and the
rescue squad. Additionally, we have
enjoyed the services of the Public
Works Department for various leaf
pickups and snow removals. The ser-
vices we have received have been
incredible. We have been more than
pleased.

Hurricane Sandy was a true test of
the abilities of our town leadership
and municipal workers. Once again,
I was truly impressed with the leader-
ship of Mayor Skibitsky, the town
council and all the employees of
Westfield who worked tirelessly to
cleanup and repair the town.

Our power was restored quicker
than some and longer than others. We
had a large amount of tree damage on
our street. I would have preferred to
have none of this, but obviously, it
was not something I had any control

over.
The week following the storm, I

found comfort and security in the
actions of the mayor and his team.
We listened in on two conference
calls. We received regular updates
via e-mail/texting. We found town
employees out working as best they
could. We received our services back
much sooner than many other sur-
rounding towns. We had the best of
a most difficult situation.

My family and I are grateful to the
tireless, never ending dedication
given to Westfield by Mayor
Skibitsky. We are also thankful for
the efforts of town council, and the
never-ending demands that are al-
ways met and surpassed by all of the
township employees.

To all of you, please keep up the
good work. I believe it is appreci-
ated more than you could ever imag-
ine.

Jeff Dattilo
Westfield

On behalf of my family, I would
like to extend our thanks for the quick
response and professionalism shown
by the Garwood Police and Fire De-
partments during the recent structure
fire on Center Street. The actions of
Patrol Officers Suggs and Wright, as
well as the first responding units from
the Garwood Fire Department, were
decisive and resulted in the evacua-
tion of the affected area without a
single injury.

The combined efforts of the area
fire departments that responded for
mutual aid were enough to save my
own home and words are simply not
enough to express my gratitude for
that. Thanks is due to the Cranford,
Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Clark, Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Fanwood and
Springfield Fire Departments as well
as Union County Mutual Aid Coordi-
nators Deputy Chief Lathey Wirkus

of the Elizabeth FD and Chief Fredric
Fretz of Union Township FD who
both personally responded to the
scene to assist the Garwood Fire De-
partment in coordinating the mutual
aid resources.

Finally, my family and I have re-
ceived many kind and generous of-
fers of assistance. We have every-
thing we need and a place to stay; my
neighbors were not nearly so lucky.
They lost everything to this fire and
are in need of a new home. If anyone
can assist with boys and girls cloth-
ing and shoes, clothing and shoes for
the adults, or has information regard-
ing available housing, Westfield resi-
dent and family friend Marilyn
Tammaro is coordinating and can be
reached at (908) 577-1997.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Now that we are beginning to re-
surface after the impact of Hurricane
Sandy, I would like to express my
appreciation to the Westfield Memo-
rial Library for being there in a time
of need. I have always found the
library to be a center for the Westfield
community because of the services,
programs, and materials it provides,
but after Sandy hit, the library found
new ways to respond to the commu-
nity.

I was pleased to hear that the li-
brary was extending its hours in or-
der to provide heat, outlets, comput-
ers, Internet access, and comfort to
community members. I know that the
library was one of the first institu-
tions to re-open on October 31st
through November 2nd. In fact, on
November 1st 2,500 patrons came to
the library — setting a new one-day

attendance record. The library ex-
tended its hours until midnight on
November 7th through the 9th. It also
opened on Veterans Day, Sunday,
November 11, and on Monday, No-
vember 12, (which were originally
scheduled to be holiday closures.)

As a resident who was without
power for 15 days, I looked forward
to going to the library to check my e-
mails and to talk with other commu-
nity members. It’s one thing to de-
cide to remain open and to extend
hours and it’s another thing to find
the staff willing to step up and work
those extra hours. So kudos to the
library for responding to our needs
and sincere thanks to the library staff
who made it happen!

Linnea Rhodes
Westfield

After reading many of the articles
about the devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy, I would like to bring
attention to how lucky Westfield, and
many other towns are. Although we
have dealt with a large sum of power
outages, and damaged homes and
cars, we are lucky to say the storm
has not claimed any lives.

As a wealthier area in Union
County, Westfield has the means to
make a quicker recovery than some
other areas. We are able to bounce
back from such setbacks such as
Hurricane Sandy. A majority of resi-
dents will find the damage of the
storm to be manageable, simply on
an economical basis. It is something
we should be grateful for as people
all over the east coast may never fully
recover from the effects of the hurri-
cane. However, this is not to say
Westfielders are not struggling, but
we should recognize the advantage

we have over previously lower in-
come areas. Recovering from the
storm is a difficult time for everyone,
and Westfield has done a tremendous
job of stepping up to aid those who
are hurting most.

In last week’s paper, Mitchell Slater
of Westfield spoke about how helpful
the Town of Westfield, and friends
and neighbors have been. Countless
families and residents have volun-
teered, given aid to the elderly, and
given shelter to friends and family
during power outages. During this
time of devastation we are able to see
people come together and depend on
each other more than ever. Through
the help offered, and the strong rela-
tionships, more and more people are
able to see a light at the end of the
tunnel.

Kendra Simcox
Westfield

Please Join Supporting Our Troops
Saturday at The Westfield Armory

Support Our Troops Casino Night
will be held Saturday, November 24
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Armory.
Please join us. Celebrate the unique
way our community comes together
to help one another; the spirit of our
National Guard soldiers who give so
willingly and yet ask for nothing.
Many soldiers are still on mission
throughout New Jersey.

Hurricane Sandy caused us to move
the Casino Night from the original
date of November 3.

For more information please see
www.102cavalryfrg.bbnow.org/. We
thank everyone who supported our
collection of items to assist people
affected by Hurricane Sandy. Our
soldiers have been making deliveries
to the Union Beach and surrounding
areas. A special thank you to all of
our volunteers who helped sort and
pack all of the items. As well, we
recognize our soldiers’ volunteer ef-
forts. They are the ones that initially
planted the seed for the collection -

our collective gratitude for your de-
termination and drive to help our
fellow citizens.

Danielle Bracco, Amy Lovato
1-102nd Cavalry Family Readiness
New Jersey Army National Guard

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp
2. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided
3. Lanate – Covered with a hairy sub-

stance or wool
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdivi-

sion

VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlan-

tic having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

Saying Goodbye
Dear Fanwoodians: We would like

to personally thank Mayor Colleen
Mahr, as well as, Jason and Steven
Parker, owners for K-9 Resorts for
coordinating the most memorable and
heartfelt, farewell event held recently
on our behalf. It has been a labor of
love and our pleasure to have served
the greater Fanwood community for
the better part of 20 years. We also
want to thank the many guests, com-
munity volunteers and friends who
have enriched our lives by joining us
in our journey to keep Fanwood a
“great place to put down roots!”

As we move on to our new home
and the next chapter in our lives, we
encourage everyone to make a com-
mitment to service. We will forever
cherish our “key to the city, “ and
promise to return to visit often.

Thanks again to all who made this
day and the past years so special, it
has been our privilege and honor to
work with you and you will be missed,
but not forgotten.

Donna Dolce
Lynn Sorf
Fanwood

SPAM USED TO BE
A MEAT


