
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, November 15, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Defense against defense, and
this time, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football
team overcame the frustration
of three straight losses (Cranford,
Watchung Hills, Warren Hills) with
a solid defensive effort that paid
off in a 10-2 victory over Westfield
in Scotch Plains on November
10.

The Raiders’ huge defensive line
featuring James Kaiser, Anthony
Tufaro, Billy Castore, Cody Biondi,
Rashaun Gary and company
stuffed every Blue Devil attempt
of breaking through the interior,
forcing outside runs and passing
plays. But the Raiders’ second-
ary also stepped up to the chal-
lenge and limited Blue Devil quar-
terbacks Christian Menares-
Brown and Chris Hogge to just
seven completions in 27 attempts
for 75 yards.

“In our week of practice, we
had a huge mindset change. We
figured it’s a whole new season.
Whatever happens in this game,
we are going all out. We wanted
to play as hard as we could today
against our rival Westfield, and
advance to the playoffs. We had
that in mind to keep going for-
ward, because we have more
season to play. We had no idea
that we were going to fall back.
We felt we were going to go
forward and beat Westfield,”
Kaiser said.

“I was waiting all season for
this one. I know a bunch of kids
on their football team. It feels
good to get them where it hurts
and keep going out there. I knew
that we were already in the play-

offs. They had nothing to lose,
and we had nothing to lose, so it
was all out football,” Tufaro said.

The Blue Devils managed only
64 total yards rushing in the first
half and 16 in the second half,
which included numerous quar-
terback sacks for big chunks of
negative yardage. Running back
Shakiyl Glasco carried 19 times
for 100 yards, but 74 of those
yards came by running around
the Raiders’ big defensive line.
Split end Dylan Elliott had three
receptions for 22 yards. Flanker
Sean Elliott had three receptions

for 42 yards, and Tom Anderson
had an 11-yard reception.

“Kaiser and I and the two line-
backers in the middle just shut
them down, and then, I think the
rest of the game they ran only
one or two more times. They
were throwing outside. They were
pitching outside. They were never
running in the middle again,”
Tufaro said.

Aside from Biondi’s four sacks,
which included a pair of 11-yard
throwbacks, and Gary’s three-
yard sack, defensive back Mike
Colineri stopped a Blue Devil drive

with an interception at the Raider
nine in the first quarter. Line-
backer Kevin Maxwell recorded
an interception early in the fourth
quarter.

“I finished with four sacks and
seven tackles, because they [in-
terior linemen] were doing so
good on the inside. They clogged
everything up, and I was able to
play around and get the sacks
today. I am really happy that
everyone came out and filled the
spots. The coverage was great
and it allowed us to open up and
go after the quarterback,” Biondi

said.
“Coach [Rich] McGriff and Coach

[Ken] Hernandez, our defensive
coordinators, had a great game
plan put together. We think
Westfield throws the ball very
well, and thought our secondary
did a great job matching up
against their receivers. We put
Bobby Mrozek against [Dylan]
Elliott. Coach McGriff got our
defensive linemen going. We took
advantage of our size and our
athleticism. They did it all today.
They were tremendous,” Raider
Head Coach Jon Stack said.

The Blue Devils’ interior defen-
sive line and linebackers also
performed well, with linebackers
Chris Sweeney and Nick LaFace
recording sacks and lineman Joe
Scaglione recording several
throws for losses. Evan Williams
added a sack, and Dylan Elliott
returned an interception 54 yards
to the Raider 31 in the fourth
quarter.

Raider quarterback Emendo
Thomas carried 19 times for 118
yards, including a touchdown run
of 12 yards late in the second
quarter. Running backs Dein Rice
and Kobe White rushed for 15
and 16 yards, respectively. Full-
back Sam McQuoid had three
carries for six yards, Jack
Cunningham (1 reception, 6
yards) had two carries for nine
yards and wide receiver Rob
Mrozek (1 reception, 40 yards)
had an 11-yard end-around run.
Corey Bell had a five-yard recep-
tion.

The Raiders’ defense sent a
message early when Westfield
had a first-and-goal from the five
on its first drive, but stopped
them at the one. The Blue Devils’
defense, however, answered on
the next play with a sack of Rice
in the end zone to produce a
safety, led by Scaglione, LaFace
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JUST OUT OF REACH…Raider tight end Brad Alleman, No. 15, just can not get his hand on the pass from Emendo
Thomas as Blue Devils Dylan Elliott, No. 10 and Evan Williams, No. 20, close in.
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