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St. Bartholomew to Offer
 Christmas Giving Tree

SCOTCH PLAINS - A cherished
Christmas tradition will get underway
on Friday, November 23, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains when The
Christmas Giving Tree appears in the
narthex of the church.

In addition to its sparkling lights,
the tree will be laden with almost
1,000 tags in 11 different colors repre-
senting the specific wishes and needs
of children and adults in 11 different
service organizations that provide
them vital care.

On a blue tag from ARC of Union
County there might be wish for a
sweater for a handicapped or disabled
male. On a pink tag from Raphael’s
Life House of Elizabeth there might
be a wish from an expectant young
mother for a sweater set for her infant
to be. On a red tag of the Missionaries
of Charity of St. Theresa in Newark
there might be a wish for a winter
jacket for a young boy and a hat and
glove set for a little girl. On a brown tag

from United Family and Children’s
Society of Plainfield there might be a
wish of a doll for a little girl and a pair
of slippers for an elderly lady.

The request for a wish list from
these organizations goes out in Sep-
tember so that a group of St.
Bartholomew women can create spe-
cifically detailed tags that will appear
on The Christmas Giving Tree the
day after Thanksgiving.

Parishioners select tags from the
tree and purchase the requested items,
gift wrap them, and return them to the
narthex of the church where the men
of the Holy Name Society sort the
packages and deliver them to the re-
ceiving institutions before Christmas
Day. Even the veteran organizers of
The Christmas Giving Tree are
amazed by the overwhelming year-
to-year generosity of the parishio-
ners of St. Bartholomew’s Church.

In the spirit of Christmas they bring
happiness and joy to needy disadvan-
taged people whom they do not know
and may never meet.

Furniture Assist, Churches,
Bring Aid to Disaster Areas

CREATE-It Offered at
SP Public Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
November 27, at 3:30 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will host its first
session of “CREATE-it with Christina.”

Christina is the crafter-in-chief who
will teach teens in grades six and up
how to make unique DIY crafts and
gifts each month. Learn how to turn
generic household items into cool
and crafty art. The first project will be
light switch cover collages.

Registration is preferred, but feel
free to stop by and see what it is all
about.

To register, call (908) 322-5007
ext. 204, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
or stop by the reference desk.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007. The library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

Temple Emanu-El
Hosts Thanksgiving

Turkey Drive
WESTFIELD - Help Temple

Emanu-El of Westfield feed needy
families in Union County. Temple
Emanu-El is asking the community
to bring frozen turkeys for the An-
nual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive at
756 East Broad Street, November 18,
19 and 20.

Please bring frozen turkeys in a tied
plastic bag, and canned and packaged
goods suitable for Thanksgiving (no
glass please) to the Temple parking lot
during the following dates and times:
Sunday, November 18, from 8:30 a.m.
to 1:15 p.m.; Monday, November 19,
from 9  to 9:30 a.m.; 2:30 to 3:15 p.m.;
Tuesday, November 20 from 9  to 9:30
a.m., and 4 to 7 p.m.

The food will be distributed by
Yes, We Care Soup Kitchen, The
Mandy Reichman Feeding Program
and members of Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield.

Please contact Carolyn Shane, ex-
ecutive director, with any questions
at (908) 232-6770, extension 114,
cshane@tewnj.org or visit  the
Temple’s website, www.tewnj.org.

By PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.
Board of Trustees, Furniture Assist, Inc.

For the past week, Furniture As-
sist, Inc. has been honored to work
with the First Congregational Church
of Westfield (FCC) and the Reformed
Church of Highland Park (RCHP) to
deliver clothes to several locations in
the Hurricane Sandy disaster area. In
an incredible show of teamwork,
about 200 bags of clothes were deliv-
ered to Atlantic City, Somerville,
Hazlet, New Brunswick, and Union
Beach. In addition, two cars from the
FCC, brimming with supplies, ac-
companied the RCHP van to Keyport.

Volunteers from Furniture Assist
were aided by over 40 volunteers
from the FCC in sorting, bagging,
and labeling the clothes from FA and
that were collected by the FCC. The
gas situation complicated getting the
clothes from Kenilworth to the FCC
to be sorted, but volunteers came
through and made it happen.

The clothes were then driven to
Highland Park, along with the sup-
plies, on Sunday. From there drivers
split up and went to Somerville or
Keyport. Once in Somerville, the

volunteers were guided by employ-
ees of Alfonso’s Family Trattoria and
Father Ronald Pollock of St. John’s
Episcopal Church, to the Lincoln
Hose Company 4. Fireman Scott
Becker helped the group unload the
clothes where they will be stored
until they can be transported to the
disaster area.

Furniture Assist is grateful to the
employees of Alfonso’s for driving
our clothes to Atlantic City on Mon-
day morning. On Sunday evening,
the RCHP took some of the clothes
donated by Furniture Assist and the
FCC to Hazlet, New Brunswick, and
Union Beach.

Furniture Assist will continue to
collect clothes for those affected by
Hurricane Sandy. Donations can be
dropped off at Furniture Assist on
Sunday mornings. Visit the website,
www.furnitureassist.com for details.
Clothes can also be dropped off on
weekdays at the First Congregational
Church of Westfield on Elmer Street
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2
p.m.

Thank you for your continued gen-
erosity.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH...For the past week, Furniture Assist, Inc. has been
working with the First Congregational Church of Westfield and the Reformed
Church of Highland Park to deliver clothes to several locations in the Hurricane
Sandy disaster area. Pictured are represetatives from all threee of the organizations.

WELCOME…Two new members were inducted and welcomed into the Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) at a ceremony during a general club meeting held
recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right. are: new
member Nancy Hatfield, WCW Co-President Barbara Doane and new member
Maritza Garcia.

Liberty Hall Museum Gets
Ready for the Holidays

UNION - Liberty Hall Museum
at Kean University is getting ready
for the Christmas holidays. Visitors
can enjoy the seasonal decorations
and take in the museum’s impres-
sive collection of artifacts in the
historic mansion of New Jersey’s
first elected governor, William
Livingston.

The first floor of the museum
will be fully decorated starting Fri-
day, November 23. This holiday
season, Liberty Hall will be deco-
rated in the ornate Victorian style.
You will hear about Victorian
Christmas traditions as the servants
put the final touches on the decora-
tions for the Kean’s holiday festivi-
ties.

Tours of Liberty Hall run Mon-
day to Saturday, from 10 a.m. –
2:30 p.m., leaving every half hour.
Liberty Hall will be decorated until
the start of the New Year. Reserva-
tions are currently being accepted
for all December holiday events.
Make sure to call and book your
reservation early.

The Thanksgiving Afternoon tea
is the perfect place to sip tea, lunch
of finger sandwiches and desserts
while relaxing in the glass-enclosed
porch overlooking Liberty Hall’s
formal English gardens. The tea
takes place Wednesday, November
14, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is
$40 per person and includes a tour
of the museum and reservations are
required.

The gift shop at Liberty Hall Mu-
seum is the perfect place to do some
holiday shopping. It has a wide se-
lection of teapots, teacups, jewelry,
books, historical toys and so much
more. Liberty Hall Museum will be
open Thanksgiving weekend and
the store is the perfect place for
unique gift ideas for all your shop-
ping needs. Shoppers who come in
on Black Friday, November 23, will
receive special discounts.

Also in the spirit of the season,

Liberty Hall Museum and the Kean
University Center for Leadership
and Service will be collecting items
for Toys for Tots this holiday sea-
son. Kean urges the community to
help the needy young people in
Union County by bringing an un-
wrapped gift for children ages new
born to 15 to Liberty Hall’s Blue
House or to drop locations through-
out the campus now until Monday,
December 17.

The ongoing exhibit at Liberty
Hall Museum is “Ring for Service:
The Role of Servants in a County
House.” If you love the hit PBS
Show “Downtown Abbey,” step into
the real thing at Liberty Hall. Tours
of the museum will show a typical
day in the life of the servants. In the
1900s, the Kean family lived in a
world where their every whim was
met by the simple ringing of the
servant’s bell.

The museum has been reinter-
preted to highlight the places where
the servants worked, slept and spend
their leisure time. Liberty Hall Mu-
seum at Kean University chronicles
more than 240 years of American
history. The museum also houses
extensive collections of furniture,
ceramics, textiles, toys owned by
seven generations of the Livingston
and Kean families.

The Firehouse Museum, built in
2004, houses three antique fire en-
gines, including a rare 1911 Ameri-
can LaFrance Metropolitan Steam
Engine. General admission to the
museum for regular visits is $10 for
adults; $8 for Kean alumni; $6 for
students and seniors and free to
children under 3, Liberty Hall Mu-
seum members and Kean Univer-
sity students, faculty and staff.

Liberty Hall is located at 1003
Morris Avenue in Union. It is open
to the public, Monday through Sat-
urday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For reservations and further in-
formation, call (908) 527-0400, e-
mail libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING...The gift shop
at Liberty Hall Museum is the perfect
place to do some holiday shopping. It
has a wide selection of teapots, tea-
cups, jewelry, books, historical toys
and so much more. Liberty Hall Mu-
seum will be open Thanksgiving week-
end and the store is the perfect place
for unique gift ideas for all your shop-
ping needs. Shoppers who come in on
Black Friday, November 23, will re-
ceive special discounts.

HELPING OTHERS...The Youth Fellowship group from First Congregational
Church of Westfield volunteer their time and sort bags of clothing to be sent to
areas devistated by Hurricane Sandy.

GOOD DEED...Fireman Scott Becker
of Lincoln Hose Company #4
Somerville, Jennifer Scott, Board of
Trustees Furniture Assist, Inc. and
Father Ronald Pollock of St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Somerville take a
break after delivering supplies to ar-
eas devastated by Hurricane Sandy.

Photos with Santa, Mrs.
Claus Helps Sandy Relief

WESTFIELD – As part of the Wel-
come Home to Westfield events, the
Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus
event will be held again at Lord and
Taylor, 609 North Avenue ,West, dur-
ing Thanksgiving weekend: Black
Friday, November 23, from 1 p.m. to
7 p.m.; Saturday, November 24, from
1 p.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday, No-
vember 25, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The event is being co-sponsored by
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) and Lord & Taylor.

A free 5 x 7 photo taken by Paul
Mecca will be provided with the
donation of two cans of food for the
Holy Trinity Food Drive/Hurricane

Sandy Relief. A nominal shipping
charge applies and packages may be
purchased on-line within 24 to 48
hours – just in time for holiday greet-
ings.

According to Sherry Cronin, ex-
ecutive director of the DWC, “Lord
& Taylor has been a terrific partner
with us on this event for many years.
Together, we have created an annual
department store tradition, which
many families look forward to year
after year. We also collect truck-
loads of canned food. This is espe-
cially critical this year given the
needs of the community and the
Hurricane Sandy Relief efforts.”

HO, HO, HO…Michelle Cousoulis, Lord & Taylor  Westfield store manager, and
Santa and Mrs. Claus collect over three truckloads of canned food at the annual
Downtown Westfield Corp.  and Lord & Taylor Photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus event. The event will take place again at Lord and Taylor, 609 North
Avenue, West,  on November 23, 24, and 25. Santa and Mrs. Claus will depart
from Lord & Taylor and ride the fire truck for the annual tree lighting on Sunday,
November 25, at 5:30 p.m. at the North Avenue Train Station in Westfield.

SAGE to Present Program
At ‘Y’ on Fall Prevention

WESTFIELD – Julie Reich, direc-
tor of special programs at SAGE
Eldercare, will present a program on
“Fall Prevention” on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in
the Kellogg Room of the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield.

The discussion, free and open to
the public, will include ways to
modify one’s lifestyle and home en-
vironment to reduce chances of falls.
Participants should bring a brown-
bag lunch; dessert will be provided.

“Falls are the most common cause
of non-fatal injuries, the most com-
mon cause of hospital admission for
trauma, and the leading cause of in-
jury-related deaths among older
adults,” stated Ms. Reich. “All people
are at risk of falling. However, as we
age, the impact of a fall tends to be

greater. The good news is that many
falls can be prevented.”

SAGE has a Fall Prevention Initia-
tive to help senior citizens reduce
their risk of falling. Throughout the
year, SAGE sponsors a variety of
fall-prevention programs and hosts
weekly exercise classes.

SAGE Eldercare supports older
adults, their families and caregivers
through the provision of client-cen-
tered health, social and support ser-
vices.

Programs at SAGE Eldercare in-
clude: HomeCare; Meals On Wheels;
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health Cen-
ter; GPS (Guidance Planning Sup-
port) Services; InfoCare free infor-
mation and referral service; Fall Pre-
vention Initiative; Home Repair Ser-
vice; Grocery Shopping and Errand
Service; Bill Paying Service; Holis-
tic Living Services; Alzheimer’s and
PREP caregiver support groups;
Community Education; and Union
County Medicare State Health Insur-
ance Assistance Program.

In addition, SAGE has operated a
Furniture Restoration Workshop, run
by volunteers who specialize in can-
ing and rushing chairs and refinish-
ing furniture, and a Resale Shop for
more than 50 years. Both provide
funding that supports the
organization’s programs and services
for seniors in the community.

To register for the November 28
program or to learn more about fall
prevention, call (908) 598-5503 or e-
mail dknill@sageeldercare.org.

SAGE Eldercare serves more than
6,000 people throughout Union,
Essex, Morris and Somerset Coun-
ties, as well as across the United
States. For more information, call
(908) 273-5550 or visit
sageeldercare.org.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT…On the first day back at school since Hurricane
Sandy, staff and faculty at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School show their
support for the New Jersey communities impacted by the storm.
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