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HART, McGOVERN, MACKENZIE NET 2 GOALS EACH

Cranford Lady Cougars Rip
Red Raiders in Section Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations of an easy game came
to fruition when the Cranford High
School girls soccer team rolled over
the Red Raiders from Newark
Eastside, 10-0, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 9.

The Lady Cougars amassed well
over double digits in shots on goal in
each half and forced the Red Raider
goalie to make 18 saves. In the mean-
time, Cougar goalkeeper Megan
Pringle virtually became an on-field
spectator and was not needed to make
any saves.

Freshman center midfielder
Maddie Hart, Siobhan McGovern (1
assist) and Elyse Mackenzie each
netted two goals, while Alexa
Aldredge, Izzy Meliado (1 assist),
Corrine Savulich and Kiera Hurley

each scored one goal. Angela
Montague had a pair of assists, while
Hannah DeMars and Jenna
Ellenbacher each added one assist.

“I think our goal going into today’s
game was to come out with a strong
start. We had that tough loss to Scotch
Plains in double overtime. We knew
what that felt like and were ready to
move on from that. It was our goal to
start the state tournament strong and
come out and work on the things we
need to improve upon. That was our
goal and. I think we executed that.
We are where we want to be. Now we
are moving on to either Chatham or
Mendham on Monday,” Cougar Head
Coach Jen Michewicz said.

“You can’t take them lightly even
though they may not be the best team.
You just have to play them like they
are Scotch Plains in our county game
or any other team that plays better.
We still have the stay focused and try
to win states,” Hart said.

After Aldredge slid a shot off the
fingertips of the Red Raider goalie

five minutes into the game, Hart
scored the first of her two first-half
goals, which happened to be her first
of the season, with 18:30 on the clock
when she converted a right-to-left
shot into the left corner.

“I dribbled past the last defender,
and I just placed it in the back of the
net. I thought, ‘yes! I finally scored!’
It really made me feel good,” Hart
said.

Less than a minute later, Hart re-
ceived a cross from Siobhan
McGovern and tapped the ball into
the center of the net.

“The second goal I believe it was
an assist from Siobhan. It was a per-
fect ball all the way, and I just
grounded it to the back of the net. But
it all just started from the team and it
really helped,” Hart said.

Four minutes later, DeMars
launched a long shot from midfield
into the box where McGovern gath-
ered it and ripped it into the left
corner. With less than two minutes Blue Devil, Raider Girls Share UCT Crown
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after Kathryn Cunningham’s corner
kick. She also added a huge charging
stop towards the end of the second
overtime.

“Kiera is awesome. We love her.
She is a sophomore and she is making
her place here. It helps us with our
confidence going into states,” Blue
Devil junior center midfielder Karli
Sottung said.

Sebolao’s most crucial stop came
in the first overtime, but she took a
heavy hit, which temporarily stopped
the game.

“She’s a tough keeper. She did a
great job. Even after she got hurt, she
came out and played her hardest. We
appreciate her in goal. She did a great
job. So did Kiera,” Raider senior cen-
ter midfielder Christy Monroy said.

“Taylor made a couple of nice plays.
She got hit the one time, and their
goalie came up with some really good
saves that kept it a tie. We had our
chances. We just didn’t finish. It was
a typical Scotch Plains/Westfield
game,” Coach Ewing said.

“Kiera Loftus, as a sophomore,
stepped up tremendously today. She
made a name for herself,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said. “Tay-
lor Sebolao! What a tough kid! For
her to get knocked out or whatever

happened and come back in, a super
job!”

With 26:00 on the clock in the first
half, Monroy put the Raiders in front,
1-0, when she won a scramble in the
box and tapped the ball into the net.

“The goal was off a corner lick. I
won the first one. My mark stepped
forward, and I was free at the back.
The goalie deflected it then I was able
to get it in the goal,” Monroy ex-
plained.

Less than eight minutes later,
Sottung found the net to knot the
score. Early in the second half,
Sottung got another opportunity at
close range, but her shot was knocked
away by a Raider defender. The Raid-
ers added a massive attack near the
31:00 mark when one shot deflected
off the left post and Loftus blocked
the follow-up shot.

“It was unbelievable! Scotch Plains
always comes out to play hard. We
are rivals. It’s awesome, and it’s a
fun game. I thought it was even.
They got chances. We had chances.
They shot first and you know what?
We had to come from behind, but
they didn’t make it easy. Could one
team come out with a goal here and
there? Yes! Definitely! But they defi-
nitely came to play just as hard as we

did,” Sottung said.
“I think we came out with a lot of

heart today. We all tried our hardest,
and we didn’t get so lucky on oppor-
tunities. We had chances, but we didn’t
make the best of it the whole time. I
think we are a little disappointed with
a tie, but we are county champs,”
Monroy said.

“It’s tough! You want it, but they
want it too. It’s an even achievement,”
Sottung said.

“It was even at times. I was nervous
after the first 10 minutes. Scotch Plains
came out and put one in. Having
Karli out there, she responded right
away. I think the second half was a
little bit rough for us, but in years
past, it might have been a different
outcome, but these girls came to play.
At times, we had a couple of chances
for a quick counterattack, but Scotch
Plains’ defense is good. That’s why
they have as many county champion-
ships as they have. Each year with
this program, we are getting a little bit
closer – 2-0, 1-0, 1-1! We are pushing
it every single time. Hopefully, we
both win on Tuesday [state sections]
then we play again,” Coach Schmidt
said.
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 0 0 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEEP IN RED RAIDER TERRITORY…Cougar Izzy Meliado, No. 19, nudges the ball deep inside Red Raider territory
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 first round game at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUSHING TO THE BALL…Blue Devil center midfielder Karli Sottung, No. 20, and Raider midfielder Kathryn
Cunningham, No. 10, rush toward the ball in the championship game at A.L. Johnson High School.
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