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We Will Work to Make SP More
Affordable, Improve Quality of Life

Thanks to All Who Stepped In And
Helped Their Westfield Neighbors

The last 12 days have been difficult
days for all of us that live in Westfield
and certainly even worse down the
shore and in Staten Island and Long
Island. But what has moved me to
write this is the way 07090-ers have
responded to others in need. Those
that were fortunate enough to not
lose power could have just stayed
home and let somebody “else” get
involved and help.

But the exact opposite happened.
The have’s came through big time for
the have nots. (My family being one
of them for 11 days) I won’t name
names but those that stepped up to
invite us for dinner, warmth, charg-

ing, television and Internet will never
be forgotten. And I am hearing sto-
ries like this all over Westfield – lend-
ing generators, hooking up heat with
a generator; sharing their gas – you
name it – the good people of Westfield
came through big time for each other.

And I for one am proud to be a 21-
year resident and want to say thank
you to all of you for stepping up. To
quote Bruce (you knew that was com-
ing): “Leave behind your sorrows, let
this day be the last, tomorrow there’ll
be sunshine and all this darkness past.”

Mitchell P. Slater
Westfield

I first want to express my heartfelt
thanks to our township employees
for their dedicated work during Hur-
ricane Sandy and its aftermath, with
a special thanks to our Department of
Public Works, Police Department,
Fire Department and Rescue Squad
for their dedication in keeping our
township and all our residents safe.

Clearly, in the aftermath of the
storm, we need to focus on improv-
ing communications within the town-
ship so our citizens can be kept better
informed on what is going on around
them. I heard often as I traveled the
township the frustration of our neigh-
bors. They told me over and over
again, “I can deal with bad news, but
not with no news.”

Throughout the campaign, I main-
tained that the November 6 election
was a defining moment for our town-
ship that poses this very basic ques-
tion: Are we going to continue the
failed partisan policies of the past, or

shall we embrace a new vision, new
ideas and new leadership to move our
township forward? Well, the people
have decided and as the election re-
sults show, they have decided deci-
sively to move our township forward.

To those who would continue to
engage in nasty political rhetoric, and
have no interest in building a better
community, I say it’s time you show
some bipartisan leadership, or follow
those who are willing to lead.

Councilwoman-elect Colleen
Gialanella and I are excited to have
the opportunity to serve our town-
ship. We are humbled by the outpour-
ing of support we received from resi-
dents across the township. As we
have said, we pledge to work every
day to make Scotch Plains more af-
fordable and improve our quality of
life. It’s a pledge we take seriously.

Kevin Glover
Mayor-Elect

Scotch Plains

PSE&G President LaRossa Reports on Power Status

It Is Time to Put
America First

Now that the ranker of the cam-
paign is behind us, it is time for all
true American citizens to pull to-
gether and help solve the monumen-
tal problems festering in our economy
and our geopolitical world. Hope-
fully, the Senate, the Congress and
the President will act maturely and
come up with real successful solu-
tions.

There is room for you to do your
part in becoming part of the solution
instead of the problem. All our fu-
tures depend upon it. God Bless
America.

My neighbor Len Cerfice and I
supported different candidates, but
put America First!

Warren Victor
Westfield

Hear What Worked And What Did Not

Thank You WF Lib.
For Taking In Refugees

As one of the hundreds of Westfield
residents who swarmed to the library
during the week of the Hurricane
Sandy, I wish to pay tribute to the
warmth, good humor and gracious-
ness of the library staff in taking in all
refugees from the cold and dark.

Not only did we exult in the warmth
(both physical and emotional), read
to our heart’s content, charged up
phones, computers, nooks, and who
knows what else, but we were able to
share war stories with our fellow-
townspeople and learn the latest facts
and rumors making their way around
the community. We will always be
grateful to the Westfield library and
to the wonderful people who work
there.

Diana Cohen
Westfield

PSE&G storm update – Nov. 12,
2012 at 4:30 p.m. PSE&G has re-
stored power to virtually all custom-
ers affected by Hurricane Sandy and
the Nor’easter by Monday morning.

However, at about 2:40 p.m. today,
Nov. 12, PSE&G’s Sewaren switch-
ing station went out of service. Per-
sonnel were immediately on site. The
outage affected about 45,000 cus-
tomers in portions of: Perth Amboy,
Rahway, Woodbridge, Carteret,
Fanwood, Westfield, Mountainside,
Edison, Plainfield and Scotch Plains.
The Sewaren station was one of a
number of switching and substations
that experienced significant flooding
as a result of Hurricane Sandy on
Oct. 29. All customers were restored
by about 4:15 p.m.

While restoration from the storms
is substantially complete, we know
there are some customers who may

still be out of service as a result of the
two storms or localized problems with
their electric service. Repairs will
continue on a 24/7 basis to address all
customer issues. Individual custom-
ers without service in a neighbor-
hood with power should call 800 436-
7734 and a crew will be assigned to
complete the work.

To restore customers after a storm
of this magnitude, we needed to make
a significant number of temporary
repairs to our electric delivery sys-
tem. Crews will now begin to make
those repairs permanent and return
the system to its normal design. Many
of the out-of-state crews are still here
and will help us complete some of
this work during the next few days.
To do so safely, we may need to take
a circuit out of service for a period of
time interrupting power to those cus-
tomers. Service will be restored as

soon as possible.
“Recovering from this storm has

been grueling, not only for our cus-
tomers who endured many hardships
without electricity and heat, but also
for the men and women who have
been working non-stop since Oct.
30,” said Ralph LaRossa, PSE&G
president and COO.

“While we have restored nearly all
1.7 million customers affected by
Sandy, we know we have more work
to do. We will not rest until every last
customer has their power and our
permanent repairs are completed,”
he said. Mr. LaRossa said that as a
result of the impact of the storm and
the temporary repairs, for a period of
time, the system may be less reliable
than usual, and there may be more
outages than the utility would experi-
ence in a normal day.

“The good news is that our restora-
tion time will be faster,” he said. “We
ask for your continued patience as
we work to restore our system to
normal and once again provide the
high level of reliability our custom-
ers have come to expect.”

Ralph LaRossa
PSE&G President

Letters to the Editor

As we all know, two weeks ago the
tri-state area was hit with the devasta-
tion from Hurricane Sandy. Our two
communities, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, suffered extensive damage,
which resulted from down trees, down
power lines, property damage and
loss of power for extensive periods of
time. In fact, as I write this letter
some parts of our town(s) still do not
have power restored.

First, I would like to thank all our
public sector workers, outside con-
tractors, mutual assistance individu-
als and those volunteers that made
the best of a bad situation.

However, there are lessons to be
learned and actions to be taken for
the next disaster.

I call on our local officials, regard-
less of their party affiliation or the
apparent view expressed by some in
the media to hold public meetings,
hear what worked, what did not work
and what the residents would like to
see in the future, when we experience
the next such event.

Hopefully this will provide a fu-
ture action plan for government and
residents alike, in order to minimize
the impact on our communities.

These meetings should take place,
while the last two weeks are fresh in
our minds. This may be uncomfort-
able for some elected officials, but
the public safety must come first.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Former Mayor Malool, We at Berwyck
ChaseTruly Can’t Thank Her Enough

Friendship And Support Both In Times
Of Calm And In Times Of Need

N.J. Should Bury
Our Power Lines

We all greatly appreciate the he-
roic efforts of our local utility com-
panies and those who’ve come from
other states to restore power. How-
ever, having witnessed three events
leading to power outages of over 24
hours in the last 14 months, it’s time
we face the fact that we are likely to
have similar occurrences on a more
frequent basis than we have been
used to.

It’s clear that some changes in both
infrastructure and disaster/contin-
gency planning are in order. If we
were to embark on a multi-year
project to bury power lines we’d en-
joy cost savings not to mention more
beautiful neighborhoods in the long
run. Studies have shown that the costs
to recover from just one or two events
of the magnitude of this one are, in
fact, higher than converting to buried
power lines in a planned manner. As
a state and as a country we seem to be
much better at reaction than proac-
tive prevention.

I suggest a statewide referendum
on funding this conversion. We should
also consider tying any future utility
rate increases to realistic investment
in infrastructure.

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

Thank You Temple Emanu-El For
Opening Your Doors

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the Westfield and greater
Union County community for your
continued support of our Family
Readiness Group (FRG) at the
Westfield Armory. During the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy our FRG
extended its reach beyond the fami-
lies of soldiers to the families that our
soldiers served along the New Jersey
shore. We have all witnessed what
the storm has done to homes, busi-
ness and our physical world. It has
also has had the potential to rob our
fellow citizens of their peace of mind
and hope.

However, there is one trait that we
have witness across our service to
our fellow New Jersey Residents:
Resilience. You and your communi-

ties have supported that resilience
with your labor, your time and your
personal resources. Our Family
Readiness Group could not operate
without a community like ours, one
that puts its arms around us and calls
us its own.

Your support ranges far beyond
what I describe in response to such a
natural disaster. We’re grateful for
your help in the many months and
years that preceded and follow Hur-
ricane Sandy. I truly feel that we have
built a family together and am grate-
ful for your friendship and support
both in times of calm and in times of
need.

LTC Bill Morris
1-102nd Cavalry Sqd. Commander
New Jersey Army National Guard

It is Time That N.J. Legalizes Marijuana

My family and I, like so many
others in our town, were without light
and heat for many days. Early on, we
had heard from a Temple Emanu-El
member, that her synagogue had qui-
etly opened its doors to all those who
were in need of warmth, cell charg-
ing and Internet access. We drove
there immediately and were greeted
at the door with such warmth and
generosity of spirit by everyone in
the Temple community. I cannot be-
gin to tell you what that meant to us
“electronically deprived” citizens in
Westfield. The welcome was matched
by the physical warmth of the interior
of that handsome building. As we
plugged in all our accessories, Rabbi
Sagal came by and urged us to take
advantage of the coffee he kept in
abundance all day.

I had attended many temple ser-
vices and celebrations in the lives of

my friends and students, and the at-
mosphere was always the same.

As it happened, I was in the midst
of arranging critical hospital appoint-
ments in New York City for a medical
emergency in my family. When my
cell phone dropped several calls and
messages, I intruded upon the office
area of the Temple and was greeted
by the executive director who lis-
tened with compassion and ushered
me into her office. I had access to a
landline and privacy. My entire fam-
ily and I will be forever grateful!

It was a joy to see whole families
take advantage of the refuge offered,
including movies for youngsters play-
ing all day in the Chapel. Thank you.
Thank you kind neighbors. We will
not forget.

Annesley Swicker
Westfield

Thanks to the extraordinary and
timely help of Scotch Plains’ previ-
ous Mayor Nancy Malool, the Scotch
Plains neighborhoods of Berwyck
Chase and surrounding homes, 130-
plus residences, had power restored
on Sunday, November 11, 13 days
after losing power. On Saturday,
November 10, the PSE&G website
listed our neighborhood as already
having power restored but our dark,
44-degree house told a different tale.

We reached out to many official
telephone numbers that day and the
kind and, notably, only person who
returned our call, who cared for the

plight of her neighbors was Nancy
Malool. She promptly reached her
PSE&G emergency contact from
Hurricane Irene, communicated with
us and kept in contact to make sure
that work crews were dispatched ap-
propriately.

Thanks to her efforts, power was
restored to entire neighborhoods af-
fected by Hurricane Sandy 13  days
after losing electricity. We truly can’t
thank her enough.

Victoria Randazzo
Scotch Plains

It is very promising to learn that
Colorado and Washington State le-
galized marijuana for all adults as the
result of voter referendums on No-
vember 6. Recreational marijuana
will now be controlled, taxed and
regulated by those states in a way
similar to alcohol. Legitimate busi-
nesses will be licensed to sell mari-
juana.

New Jersey arrests approximately
25,000 people per year for marijuana
offenses and has a 10 percent unem-
ployment rate. It is time that New
Jersey legalizes marijuana all together
to create jobs, reduce crime and lower
taxes.

Marijuana is objectively less harm-
ful than alcohol. It is not addictive

and no one has ever died from it. It is
irrational to punish adults for using a
substance safer than alcohol.

Just like alcohol prohibition, the
prohibition of marijuana has not
stopped usage – rather only moved
the profits of its production into un-
derground markets and unfairly
brands otherwise law-abiding adults
with criminal records, limiting ac-
cess to employment and education.

Marijuana legalization will give
New Jersey more jobs, lower taxes
and reduce crime. New Jersey, fol-
low the lead of Colorado and Wash-
ington State by taxing and regulating
marijuana for adults like alcohol!

Eric Hafner
Toms River

Congratulations to Freeholders On
Your most Hollow Victory

You will pardon me Chairman
Mirabella, Freeholder Jalloh, and the
other guy, if I did not reach out, as is
my custom after a freeholder elec-
tion, to congratulate the winners. I
see no need to offer congratulations
on winning the race for freeholder, as
you all did one by one, in last evening’s
[November 8th] meeting. It is my
understanding that there is a winner
to be congratulated only when there
is indeed a race that was actually run
and when the participants actually
competed.

In the last freeholder race in Union
County, neither of these prerequi-
sites actually occurred. Not a poster,
flyer, nor debate was seen or heard
from any candidate on either side. No
one courted the citizens of the county

for their vote nor did they offer any
insight into their positions on any-
thing. To run a race where the field is
not vetted only leaves the victor, in
my eyes, with a hollow victory. It
begs the question: did the best person
for the position actually win? I think
not. If we had districting in Union
County, or an electoral college as is
the case in a presidential election, I
am certain that the outcome of the
county election would be vastly dif-
ferent and just maybe the candidates
might actually have a need to com-
pete for my vote. Fourteen of the 21
towns in the county voted for the
other team! It is a shame that an
election in Union County is a sham.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Your State Legislators---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

Westfield (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)

Westfield (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)

Summit (908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)

Scotch Plains (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)

Plainfield (908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Summit,
Cranford, Kenilworth.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark, Linden,
Rahway.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Reliction – Land left uncovered by

the recession of the sea
2. Rectirostral – Having a straight bill

or beak
3. Deave – To confuse or stun with

noise
4. Boreen – A lane leading from the

main road

CHURRUS
1. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
2. An outside staircase
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
4. Crude borax

CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser

value
2. One of the periods into which a polo

game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
LANATE

1. Discolored or blackened
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
4. Covered with a hairy substance or

wool
DICHOSTASIS

1. Spontaneous subdivision
2. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
3. State of exaustion; worn out
4. Motionless; inert

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TO CLUBS AND
ORGANIZATIONS,
SEND IN YOUR

SCHEDULE
CHANGES DUE TO
SANDY. WE’LL LET
EVERYONE KNOW.

See more letters on 5 and 17


