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Correction
A headline on the Fanwood elec-

tion story in last week’s issue should
have read Democrats will hold a 5-1
majority on the borough council next
year.
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...Members of American Legion Post 209 and VFW 10122 stand at attention during the
annual Veterans Day ceremony held Sunday at the Veterans Monument on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...Members of American Legion Post 209
Color Guard stand at attention during the annual Veterans Day ceremony held
Sunday at the Veterans Monument on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Holt Ready to Represent SP, FW,
To Keep One Office in Mercer Co.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Come January most
of Scotch Plains and all of Fanwood
will have a new representative in
Congress. As a result of redistricting
and his reelection in the November 6
General Election, the two communi-
ties – accept for a small section of
Scotch Plains — will now be in part
of the 12th Congressional District
represented Rep. Rush Holt (D) which
will stretch from Trenton to Scotch
Plains. Mr. Holt will replace Rep.
Leonard Lance (R) whose 7th Con-
gressional District had included the
two towns.

Mr. Holt defeated Middlesex
County businessman Eric Beck to
win an eighth term in the House of
Representatives. District 12 will in-
clude 31 towns from Mercer,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union
Counties. The district will no longer
include towns from Hunterdon of
Monmouth Counties as is currently
included.

When reached Monday, Mr. Holt,
who has been in Congress since 1999,
said he has “prided myself over the
years as being a very assessable mem-
ber very much in touch in the com-
munities personally.”

“I think it’s one of the reasons I

have been reelected…the constitu-
ents think that I am assessable. I put
a real premium on trying to make
sure they understand they have a rep-
resentative, a person, not just bureau-
cracy,” Mr. Holt explained.

He said he will represent some
730,000 constituents in the newly
redrawn district, 500,000 of which
are currently in the district, the rest
being new constituents. New Jersey
lost a Congressional seat this year
following the 2010 U.S. Census as
the state’s population did not grow as
fast as some southern states. New
Jersey’s 12 Congressional Districts
will now be split between Democrats
and Republicans.

Mr. Holt said New Jersey fell just
25,000 persons short of retaining a
13th seat. “If we had done a better job
in counting during the Census we
probably wouldn’t have lost a seat,”
he said.

Mr. Holt said his office has re-
sponded to 60,000 communications
over the past two years from con-
stituents whether it be in the form of
letters, e-mails, phone calls or faxes.
“I have written the response, obvi-
ously with help from my staff,” Mr.
Holt said. “So I will certainly keep
that up for Union County constitu-
ents as well.”

The Congressman said he does not
plan on opening a second New Jersey
district office, noting he  has “sprawl-
ing” district now that stretches across
five counties, but has always kept one
New Jersey office in addition to his
Washington, D.C. office. His current
New Jersey office is located at 50
Washington Road in West Windsor.
His Washington office is 1214
Longworth House Office Building.

“I have thought about having
branch offices, but it scatters the staff;
it’s just not a very efficient use of
space. Not many people walk into the
office,” he said. “Having geographi-
cally scattered offices doesn’t seem
to help me meet the needs of the
people of the district.”

Looking at the upcoming lame duck
session of Congress, he said the so-
called “fiscal cliff” is the result of

County Helps With Fuel,
Generators, Traffic Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County sustained
$140 million in damage from Hurri-
cane Sandy, county officials reported
to the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last Thursday night.

Union County Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) Coordinator
Chris Scaturro said $90 million of the
damage was reported to private sec-
tor facilities with another $50 million
to government or public sector facili-
ties. He said the county would be
working with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to re-
coup those losses. FEMA has opened
a disaster recovery center at the
Chisholm School Community Cen-
ter, 100 South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield.

“This has been an extraordinary 12
days in Union County history. We
saw the worst in damage and destruc-
tion that a powerful storm can bring
first with Hurricane Sandy and than
with the nor’easter,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“We also have seen the best in human
nature as Union County residents
pulled together to help each other.”

He said the county had a “24/7
action-oriented plan” led by Union
County Manager Al Faella, the free-

holders, county department directors,
and emergency personnel. Mr.
Mirabella said the county had daily
conference calls with mayors.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said the county delivered 15,000 gal-
lons of fuel to over a dozen towns
including Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Fuel was also delivered to
senior and health care facilities in
Elizabeth, Scotch Plains, Summit and
Westfield. An additional 3,200 gal-
lons of diesel fuel and 4,500 gallons
of gasoline were given to towns,
which came to county facilities “be-
cause they were all down.” Among
those fueling up emergency vehicles
were Westfield, Mountainside,
Springfield, and Summit. He said the
National Guard, Salvation Army, and
Overlook Medical Center also came
in for gasoline.

Mr. Graziano’s department as of last
Thursday had received over 375 work
orders for downed trees, brush or limbs
blocking roadways with over 1,000
yards of tree brush picked up so far.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety, said the department, which
includes Union County Police and
the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment or OEM, responded to calls
ranging from security to infrastruc-
ture and  fuel needs. He said fuel was
especially critical to towns.

“Without this fuel the crisis would
have widened as virtually every mu-
nicipality, emergency workers, po-
lice, fire, and EMS personnel would
have come to a halt,” Mr. Moran
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 Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Gala Is Cancelled

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Mayor's
Gala, originally scheduled for Fri-
day, November 30,  at Shackamaxon
Country Club, has been cancelled,
Committee Chairwoman  Elizabeth
Mangan has reported. Recovery ef-
forts from Hurricane Sandy were cited
by Mayor Mary DePaola and the
Gala Committee in the decision to
cancel the event.

“We do understand the disappoint-
ment of the honorees, but we will
hope that our incoming town council
will consider this a postponement not
a cancellation. I wish to further state
that Shackamaxon Country Club has
generously consented to waive the
function cancellation fee due to the
circumstance and we look forward to
next year’s gala,” Ms. Mangan said.

SP Mayor Replaces OEM
Director With Police Chief

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mary
DePaola said she removed Paul
Malool from his position as township
coordinator for the Office of Emer-
gency Management (OEM) last week
because of what she termed “a lack of
coordination on his part” in prepar-
ing for Hurricane Sandy.

The mayor dismissed Mr. Malool,
the husband of former Mayor Nancy
Malool, a day after last week’s may-
oral election in which Mrs. DePaola
was defeated by Councilman Kevin
Glover.

Mayor DePaola told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times she also acted
immediately after the election be-
cause the region faced another poten-
tially damaging storm last Wednes-
day night. “We could not go into that
storm without being prepared for
power losses, downed trees and the
like,” she said.

Mr. Malool was replaced in the
coordinator role by Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, and Mrs. DePaola noted
that in New Jersey, the position is
typically filled by the local fire or

police chief, who are “already ex-
perts and familiar with our opera-
tions.”

Mr. Malool, who held his post for
nearly 12 years, defended his actions
during and after the hurricane, which
caused power outages in large por-
tions of Scotch Plains for days.

“DePaola cited ‘poor performance
during and after the storm’ as her
reason to remove me from the posi-
tion I have held for almost 12 years.
What she neglected to say is that it
was her performance that was poor,
before, during and after the storm,”
Mr. Malool said in a letter published
on page 17 of today’s paper. He stood
by the content of the letter.

He pointed to his role in setting up
a command post at the southside
firehouse that had a full generator
and setting up a warming station and
distributing meals to residents at the
senior citizens housing complex.
Speaking to The Times, he said Mayor
DePaola had not attended planning
meetings in advance of the storm and
had failed to return his phone calls
during and after the October 29 storm.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F BOE Looks to Open School on
Holidays to Make Up for Lost Days
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
officials announced Tuesday night
that the district is considering having
school open on Martin Luther King
Day in January and President’s Day
in February to make up school days
lost following school closings in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, which
struck the state on October 29.

There will also be a discussion on
when to make up the days at the
Thursday, November 29, Board of
Education meeting. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion offices at Evergreen School, lo-
cated at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said the two school days
are needed to make up for lost school

days due to the closing of schools
from the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy. Governor Chris Christie has
said he would wave the state’s 180-
school day requirement. Two addi-
tional days were added to the sched-
ule on November 8 and 9 as a result
of the cancellation of the New Jersey
Education Association convention.

Ms. Hayes noted the district was
trying to preserve spring break know-
ing that families and some teachers
have already made plans for the break.

In other business, BOE President
Trip Whitehouse reported that dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy there were cus-
todial staff in addition to Director of
Building and Grounds Anthony
Miranda, who was having to deal
with the evacuation of his home, who
worked around the clock to help mini-
mize damage to the district’s schools.

Ms. Hayes said BOE Business
Administrator/Board Secretary
Deborah Saridaki was also at all of
the district’s buildings frequently to
help with damage control.

Ms. Saridaki reported that the dis-
trict sustained minimal damage at
School One and the Evergreen
School. She said a tree had taken a
few bricks from Evergreen and some
metal was damaged from School One.

In other business, the BOE received
a favorable audit at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. Heidi Wohlleb of Nisivoccia LLP
gave a presentation of the report,

which was available in a bound hard
cover book and dated June 30, 2012.
Ms. Wohlleb reported that the district
had done a good job at setting up
funds for the district, noting that there
was a healthy annual maintenance
plan and an additional long-range
plan that were a part of the district
capital funding plan.

She also noted that the Summer
Education Project fund was also thriv-
ing and reported to the audience that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
GARWOOD INFERNO...Area firefighters fight a blaze at a home on Center
Street in Garwood Monday night at approximately 11:30 p.m. The house  and its
contents were completely destroyed, but all occupants were evacuated safely. Fire
departments  from Garwood, Fanwood, Springfield, Elizabeth and Union offered
mutual aid and were able to keep the houses next door from catching on fire.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW CONGRESSMAN...Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) meets with Asw. Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), right,  and Colleen Gialanella who was recenty
elected to the Scotch Plains Township Council, at a fundraiser held at Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella’s home in October.


