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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Terebinth – A small European tree

of the sumac family. Turpentine tree.
4. Debullition – Boiling over

RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the reces-

sion of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

DEAVE
1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp

BOREEN
1. A hard, brittle biscuit
2. Wetland; bogs
3. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

4. A lane leading from the main road
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2012-11-03 - JCP&L Storm Outages for Union County

UNION BERKELEY HEIGHTS TOWNSHIP 1,419 4,860 29%

UNION MOUNTAINSIDE BOROUGH 271 342 79%

UNION NEW PROVIDENCE BOROUGH 2,201 5,204 42%

UNION SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 6,425 7,413 87%

UNION SUMMIT CITY 5,079 9,217 55%

UNION BERKELEY HEIGHTS TWP 15 5 33.3%

UNION CLARK TWP 6,724 1,119 16.6%

UNION CRANFORD TWP 9,597 2,858 29.8%

UNION ELIZABETH CITY 51,820 18,328 35.4%

UNION FANWOOD BORO 2,952 2,414 81.8%

UNION GARWOOD BORO 2,307 226 9.8%

UNION HILLSIDE TWP 8,954 4,171 46.6%

UNION KENILWORTH BORO 3,850 1,413 36.7%

UNION LINDEN CITY 18,741 7,701 41.1%

UNION MOUNTAINSIDE BORO 2,862 2,339 81.7%

UNION PLAINFIELD CITY 19,067 10,732 56.3%

UNION RAHWAY CITY 12,554 5,213 41.5%

UNION ROSELLE BORO 9,062 3,305 36.5%

UNION ROSELLE PARK BORO 5,896 3,433 58.2%

UNION SCOTCH PLAINS TWP 10,162 5,798 57.1%

UNION SPRINGFIELD TWP UNI 7 4 57.1%

UNION UNION TWP UNI 23,661 12,304 52.0%

UNION WESTFIELD TOWN 12,418 9,183 73.9%

UNION WINFIELD TWP 751 659 87.7%

County Municipality Muni 
Customers

Served

Muni Cust 
Out

% Muni 
Cust Out

2012-11-03 Union County PSE&G Storm Power Outages

The Unforgettable Days In
Wake of Hurricane Sandy

It’s safe to say that these past 10 days were like
nothing we’ve ever experienced or seen.

The monster storm that’s been long-predicted
finally struck with a vengeance – with the bulls’ eye
being the Garden State’s crown jewel, the Jersey
Shore. Here in our area, too, Hurricane Sandy’s
destruction was terrible and the after effects are far
from fading.

Power was out for far too many days in too many
instances in much of Union County. Power lines and
transformers still attached to their poles lie twisted
in the streets. Tall trees, many older than the older
homes they shaded, were uprooted, pulling up slabs
of sidewalk with them.  So many streets were closed
due to debris and wires that a five-minute car trip
turned into a 30-minute or more detour-laden odys-
sey.

Schools were shut for more than week. Many
businesses were shut for just as long.  We heard one
person compare these days to snow days without the
snow – or the fun.  People were outside in Sandy’s
wake, but only to clean up and assess the damage.

Meanwhile, we also saw something not seen since
1979 – gas lines and gas rationing. The odd-even
system instituted last weekend did seem to lessen the
stress on the system as fewer mile-long waits were
seen at most stations.

As our area cleans up, our thoughts of course are
also with our friends at the ruined Jersey Shore.
Many of us spend our summer days anywhere from
Sandy Hook to Cape May – on day trips, at rented
homes and hotels, or in our second homes. Few

escaped Sandy’s wrath, and we urge everyone who
is able to donate to give to one of the groups organiz-
ing the relief efforts at the Shore.

Amidst the suffering, we look for some bright
spots. We’re grateful that Cranford was spared an-
other round of severe flooding as that community
continues to recover from Hurricane Irene 14 months
ago.

The first-responders in our area – police,
firefighters, first aid personnel, emergency manage-
ment folks – deserve well-earned gratitude for their
tireless efforts since October 28 as do the numerous
utility workers striving to restore electric power,
cable television and the Internet. Many came from
out of state to help us. Our heartfelt thanks to all!

Yet again, we saw that it sometimes takes a disas-
ter to bring out the best in each other as strangers
helped strangers clear tree limbs, people offered
some free gasoline to someone in need and neigh-
bors with heat took in those without it.

The local businesses that were fortunate to avoid
loss of power and were able to stay open – namely
the eateries and the supermarkets – were blessed
relief for a weary public looking not only for food
but some neighborly camaraderie.

In the weeks and months ahead, there will be the
inevitable post-mortems and the usual “how can we
avoid a repeat” of what Hurricane Sandy wrought.
We’ll leave that for later. For now, we’re grateful to
everyone who has helped, in ways big and small, to
pull our area and our state out of the biggest natural
disaster in memory.

After Hurricane Sandy, True Neighbor
We wanted to commend the own-

ers of Bohemian Raspberry, a new
frozen yogurt shop in town, for their
kindness and thoughtfulness in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. We
stumbled across this place by acci-
dent since it was one of the few stores
in town that had any power the day
after Sandy hit. We stopped in for
coffee and chatted with the owner
Barry Goldenburg. We told him that
we had tried to find a store that could
sell us ice to keep our food cold but
couldn’t find any. A little later, he
went and grabbed two plastic bags
and filled them up with ice for us. He
refused to take any money from us.
We were so impressed with his

thoughtfulness that we stopped by
the next day to try the yogurt. We
were pleasantly surprised to see that
he had set up a bunch of extension
cords throughout his store and many
residents were sitting around charg-
ing their phones and Ipads.

It is wonderful to see a business
that acts like a true neighbor, espe-
cially during such trying times. With
all of the big box stores today, we
don’t always get that personal touch
and attentiveness. We certainly ap-
preciate it and will continue to pa-
tronize those stores that provide it.

Tim and Nina Donohue
Westfield

Unfortunately, During And After The
Storm There Were Looters, Criminals
The last two weeks have been trying

times. Beginning with the preparations
to deal with Hurricane Sandy, through
the storm itself and then with the after-
math, there is much to be proud of in
Union County. Amid the sadness and
destruction we have seen acts of kind-
ness and heroism. Neighbors have re-
connected in the face of tragedy and
throughout the county people have
come together to help each other.

I especially want to single out the
police departments and other first re-
sponders who put in long hours and set
aside their own needs for the service of
others. Of course this is why they join
public service, but it shines brightest
during difficult situations. Throughout
the course of the storm and subsequent
cleanup and evaluations I have been
buoyed by the unwavering dedication
of officers, firefighters, EMTs, and other
first responders. We all owe them a debt
of gratitude.

Unfortunately, during and immedi-
ately after the storm there were indi-
viduals that attempted to loot and bur-

glarize closed businesses or engage in
other criminal activity. The local police
departments were able to respond and
investigate. Anyone with additional
information about such activities are
urged to anonymously call Union
County Crime Stoppers at (908) 654-
TIPS. Calls are eligible for a cash re-
ward of up to $5,000.

Finally, there are other criminals that
will seek to exploit tragedy. Often after
serious events that cause property dam-
age law enforcement sees a rise in
home improvement scams. If someone
comes to you offering to do work at a
low cost and quick, it is likely too good
to be true. The state department of
Consumer Affairs has additional infor-
mation at www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/
disaster/floodtipsflyer_1.pdf

Additionally, my office is available
to help and may be contacted at (908)
527-4500 or ucpo@ucnj.org
mailto:ucpo@ucnj.org.

Theodore Romankow
Prosecutor of Union County

Getting Our Houses Back in Order
For The ‘New Norm’

Everyone in the region has been impacted and will
continue to feel the effects of Hurricane Sandy for a
while. Slowly, our houses are being put back to
order. All of us will get there. Losses and inconve-
niences are inevitable.

The experience has caused many to rethink what’s
important in their lives. Though many are weary at
the moment, priorities have been resorted. Thank-
fully, our families, friends and neighbors are safe
and matters will improve — to the “New Norm.”

How lucky we are to have each other.
There will be unrecoverable financial damage for

residents, businesses and government to deal with
— lost income, damage to perishables, unexpected
expenses and curtailed revenues.

Let’s all work together and get the job done.
Accomplish what is “doable” and not regret what
can’t be achieved. Don’t waste time on that which
has little meaning. Be of good cheer.  Let us know
how we can help. Let us know how you can help.

Sandy Leaves Her Mark As
Normalcy, for Most, Returns

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy was still evident on
Saturday as some major roadways in
Westfield remained closed due to fallen
trees and wires, but power to the down-
town and several neighborhoods was
finally restored. The eerie darkness
that came with nightfall, which was
beginning to feel familiar after six
days without power, was interrupted
by a welcome glow in the sky created
by recently restored power to some of
the area.

A line of cars stretched down Cen-
tral Avenue for miles as residents des-
perate for gas waited for the Exxon
station on the corner of Central and
South Avenues to open. Others stood
huddled together waiting in the cold
with their collection of red gas cans
used to fuel generators or rescue ve-
hicles abandoned after running out of
gas.

For the third time in a little more
than year, Westfield residents endured
power outages that lasted for days.
Sandy did not drop the massive
amounts of rain that Hurricane Irene
did, or bring with her the heavy snow
that burdened trees, causing them to

crack and topple power lines like the
unseasonable storm last Halloween,
but Sandy’s wind speed, which
reached 90 miles per hour, was what
lead to area destruction.

Howling winds gave warning to
what was happening outside as tow-
ering trees were uprooted and ripped
from the ground, taking with them
power lines as they fell to the
ground. Numerous houses in
Westfield suffered irreparable dam-
age as trees crashed through roofs,
sometimes pinning vehicles below
them as well.

In the days following the storm,
residents emerged from their homes
and began to assess the damage.
Driving became a game of chance
as downed trees blocked roadways,
causing drivers to turn around in
search of a way to get to their des-
tination.

With traffic signals at major in-
tersections without power, the
Westfield Police Department was
forced to close several major thor-
oughfares including the railroad un-
derpasses on Central Avenue and at
the South Avenue circle. Vehicles
were not permitted to enter the down-
town and police presence was visible

at almost all downtown intersections.
By Thursday, generators were hooked
up to power traffic lights as most traf-
fic patterns returned to normal.

PSE&G trucks began to appear as
the drop in temperature began to add
another dimension in the wake of the
storm. Power began to be restored
after trees were removed and wires
were repaired.

Utility trucks from out-of-state
gathered in the south side train sta-
tion on Sunday giving residents hope
that life may soon return to normal.
An announcement went out on Sun-
day night that school would be can-
celed for a sixth day on Monday as
numerous downed wires still re-
mained, posing safety risks to stu-
dents. Monday night brought the same
news: school would be canceled on
Tuesday as well.

NJ Transit trains began to resume
limited service on Sunday and its warn-
ing horn was a welcome sound amid
frequent fire and police department
sirens.

Clean-up and repair will continue
for months, and long gas lines will
likely linger for at least another week.
A sense of normalcy and a return to
routine finally seems within reach.

TOO MANY
STORMS!

Our Senior Citizens Are Safe,
Thank You Wonderful Friends

On behalf of Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing, I would like to thank
all of our wonderful friends and neigh-
bors who offered assistance, food,
water, beverages, blankets, flashlights
and batteries, when our resources
began to be strained. The outpouring
of support was incredible and a trib-
ute to our community.

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
1 and 2 was without power for seven
days and our dedicated staff was
onsite 24/7 during the emergency.
The residents were safe and in good
hands. The buildings were on gen-
erator power throughout the event.
Meals, hot soup and sandwiches were
prepared by staff and delivered to

apartments. Hot coffee was available
daily. Staff members brought in their
children, who in turn, brought their
friends to assist with anything and
everything. Many, many thanks to
those young people who served us so
selflessly.

Thank you to the Westfield Fire
Department, the Westfield Police
Department, the Westfield Health
Department, Union County OEM,
and the Red Cross whose volunteers
came to us from Georgia. The Town
of Westfield is very fortunate to have
these dedicated responders for pro-
tection and assistance.

Our buildings serve approximately
300 seniors, age 62 to 106. While we

are not an assisted living facility, we
do have many frail residents. Those
who could pitched in to help those
who couldn’t and moral support was
in abundance.

But in the end it was the resilience
of our residents and tireless efforts of
our staff that brought us through this
trial. Extraordinary times require an
extraordinary effort. While we hope
this is a one-time event, it is gratify-
ing to know that we live in such a
caring community, where adults and
children alike come to the aid of
those in need. We are deeply grateful.

Karen Simon
Executive Director

STAY IN TOUCH AT WWW.GOLEADER.COM


