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One person said four utility trucks
from Missouri were on Grove Street in
Westfield on Saturday fixing downed
wires and utility poles. He told one
person that despite media reports,
the state has not turned down any
help from non-union workers as
had been initially reported.

Another person asked why resto-
ration of power was taking so long.
Mr. Bramnick said utility compa-
nies were concerned over genera-
tors failing at the state’s water treat-
ment and waste facilities as this
could have resulted in a water prob-
lem, which would be “really seri-
ous.”

“So they were making sure those
water treatment facilities were going
to function,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Another asked why she saw trees
being removed in other towns but
not in Westfield. Mr. Bramnick said
any time an electric wire is involved
with a fallen tree, PSE&G must come
out to remove the wires.

He said Governor Chris Christie
has required utilities to list when
they will be in towns to work on
power outages and when restoration
will take place.

“We’re hearing November 11.. Jon,
I have to tell you, that date is totally
unacceptable,” Mr. Greco said.

Mr. Greco said the dates posted by
utility companies for restoration
must be one they live with. “It is my
understanding that you will have
electricity before that date,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

On the issue of purchasing gaso-
line, Mr. Bramnick said the federal
government is bringing in “millions
of gallons” of gasoline to New Jersey.
“It’s just a matter of getting it distrib-
uted,” he said. He said gasoline station
operators are now required to report to
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) to ex-
plain why they are not operating,
whether it is because they are out of
gas or have no electricity.

The Assemblyman said all restric-
tions on out-of-state gasoline restric-
tions have been lifted during the cur-
rent crisis.

One resident said drivers should
slow down and use extra caution. Mr.
Bramnick agreed, saying safety should
be foremost among New Jerseyans.

“We will make the calls for you to
get the help you need,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “My heart goes out to persons
having serious personal issues...We
have the help to help everyone indi-
vidually.”

Glenn Mortimer of Rep. Leonard
Lance’s office said those persons need-
ing assistance also may contact the
Congressman’s office.

One other asked why the Westfield
school district has not opened some of
its buildings as shelters, as the schools
were closed but some had electricity
restored, noting she has no power,
heat or hot water and has small chil-
dren at home. She said only the
Westfield Memorial Library was open
as a Westfield shelter, but it has limited
hours.
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In order to keep residents with-
out power informed of updates that
are usually posted on the borough’s
website, the squad printed flyers
with updates and passed them out
door-to-door.

Fanwood also announced that
homeowners who have private tree
services remove trees are respon-
sible for removing tree parts. The
Fanwood Department of Public
Works will not collect cut-down
trees.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad was still receiving a record
number of calls this last Monday, a
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Area Rescue Squads
week after Hurricane Sandy swept
through town, with the first call
coming in around 8 p.m. on Mon-
day, October 29, around the same
time the power went out for the
majority of Westfield residents and
businesses, including the squad.

“I can’t remember ever being out
of power in the 25 years I’ve been
here,” Westfield Rescue Squad
President Reid Edles told The Times.
It has been running on a generator
since Monday night. The Westfield
Fire Department also lent the squad
a spare generator until power was
restored Sunday afternoon.

As of this past Monday morning,
Mr. Edles said the squad had re-
ceived 97 calls for assistance, add-
ing that fortunately there were no
casualties. He said five calls were
for carbon monoxide poisoning
with each call resulting in several

victims being treated and trans-
ported to the hospital. Other calls
included tree-related injuries and
oxygen assistance for the elderly.

According to Mr. Edles, the squad
generally receives five to seven calls
an entire day. “I have never seen
this number of calls, day, by day, by
day,” Mr. Edles said. “Power re-
lated outages were so widespread.
The entire town was out of power.”

According to a report from
PSE&G, approximately 9,500
people, accounting for 74 percent
of its Westfield customers, were
without power. That number was
down to under 4,000 as of Tuesday.

Extra crews, all volunteers from
Westfield, have “been on board”
since the power went out last week,
up until the power came back on
Sunday, Mr. Edles told The Times.
“Call volume has been constant.”

Holt, Lance Reelected;
CF, GW Dems Sweep

By PAUL J. PEYTON and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – On a night where Presi-
dent Barack Obama was reelected in a
hotly contested race over former Mas-
sachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, in
local Congressional races, Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12) of Mercer County was
leading Middlesex County business-
man Eric Beck by a tally of 172,763 to
74,977 with 69 percent of the vote
reported, according to
www.politico.com.

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) was also reelected to a second,
six-year term. Both statewide ballot
questions also passed. The first will
allow the state to bond for $750 million
for capital improvements to the state’s
colleges including county colleges. The
second will require Supreme Court and
Superior Court judges to have payroll
reductions for their pensions and health
benefits.

As a result of redistricting, all of
Fanwood and all but a small section of
Scotch Plains will now be represented
by Mr. Holt come January. In the 7th
District, Republican incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance was re-elected to a third
term in the House of Representatives
over Democratic state Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula by a 33,000 differ-
ential. The district still includes a small
section of Scotch Plains.

At the municipal level, Democrats
swept council races and the contest for
three freeholder seats. Incumbents Al
Mirabella, 96,069, Mohamed Jalloh,
89,704, and newcomer Bruce Bergen,
91,209, defeated Republicans Stephen
Kozlovich, 55,281, Diane Barabas,
54,572, and Krzysztof Nowak, 53,233.

Democrats also swept council races
in Garwood and Cranford. Republican
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso was also
reelected.


