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Bramnick Discusses Sandy
Aftermath With Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) met with area
residents on Saturday at the Dunkin’
Donuts in Garwood to discuss resi-
dents’ concerns in the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Bramnick said PSE&G crews
were in Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood on Sunday to start
restoration of power to homeowners
and businesses in those towns.

“I can tell you that JCP&L’s (Jersey
Central Power & Light) response was
poor,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Norman Greco, owner of Mike’s
Subs on East Broad Street in Westfield,
commented that, “My (economic)
losses are incredible. We (downtown
restaurants) haven’t had electric for six
days. We have to throw our food out…I
had it frozen but today is the last day I
can hold it so now all that goes. I’m
losing money every day. We have no
light at the end of that tunnel.”

“Is the state going to reimburse us for
that?” he asked. Mr. Bramnick said

reimbursements for businesses’ losses
would come from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA).

“You should register with FEMA
now,” said Mr. Bramnick.

Those who need to file a claim are
advised to call FEMA at 1-(800) 621-
3362.

Mr. Bramnick said each town has
an Office of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) manager “who is sup-
posed to communicate that informa-
tion (storm damage losses, etc.) to
the county and the county calls  the
state.” He asked businesses and resi-
dents to e-mail him at
AsmBramnick@njleg.org informa-
tion regarding any breakdowns in
that system and his office will check
into it.

“Our (Garwood) OEM has been up
all day and night,” said John
Quattrocchi, husband of Garwood
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.

“The county OEM system works
pretty well from what I have seen so
far,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Area Rescue Squads Remain
Busy As Clean-Up Continues

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Phones at area rescue
squads began ringing off the hook
the moment Hurricane Sandy hit
on October 29. Rescue workers
were unaware of the added compli-
cations they would face in her wake,
including downed trees obscuring
recue efforts, and a lack of power
that would last for days.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Cap-
tain Daniel Sullivan said that his
squad has been running on a gen-
erator since the storm hit and elec-
tricity is most likely not expected
to return until approximately Fri-
day, November 9. PSE&G reported
that 9,955 of its 10,162 Scotch
Plains customers lost power. As of
Tuesday morning that number was
3,677 still without power.

Mr. Sullivan told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Tuesday
that the squad had received 31 calls
since Monday, October 29, with a
majority of the calls coming from
residents experiencing altered men-
tal status due to taking medications
incorrectly.

Mr. Sullivan said that nine days
after the storm, the Scotch Plains
central business district was still
without power. “A lot of the busi-
nesses are mom-and-pop stores. I
don’t know how they are going to
survive,” he said.

Mr. Sullivan asked that as the
town continues to recover that resi-
dents refrain from calling the res-
cue squad for non-emergencies.
“We ask that residents call for true
emergencies only,” he said.

Fanwood Rescue Squad Captain
Tom Kranz told The Times that ap-
proximately a dozen homes were
damaged to the extent that the resi-
dents had to be permanently evacu-
ated. He reported that no one sus-
tained injuries related to the storm;
however, one Scotch Plains police
officer was transported to the hos-

pital as a precaution after a tree
limb hit him on his head. “It was a
miracle,” he said pertaining to the
lack of more serious incidents.

Although without power since
October 29, the Fanwood Rescue
Squad was able to keep things up
and running with a brand new natu-
ral-gas powered generator given to
the squad by the borough after Hur-
ricane Irene. “That thing was awe-
some,” Mr. Kranz said. “It cranked
for seven days straight.”

Having a source of power allowed
for residents to use the squad head-
quarters as a “refuge for everyone.”
Residents were able to get warm, as
well as charge devices.

Mr. Kranz stated that a meeting is
held every morning with Mayor
Colleen Mahr, the Emergency Man-
agement Team, the police depart-
ment and PSE&G to continue to
stay on top of when power will be
restored completely in the borough.
“The mayor [Colleen Mahr] is stay-
ing on top of them [PSE&G],” Mr.
Kranz said.

As of Tuesday morning, it was
reported that approximately 20 to
25 percent of residents were still
without power amounting to 648
PSE&G customers. PSE&G re-
ported that 2,946 of its 2,952 cus-
tomers lost power as a result of the
storm.

Mr. Kranz reported that his squad
responded to a mutual aid call to an
apartment building in Plainfield
after 20 individuals suffered car-
bon dioxide poisoning after plac-
ing a generator in the basement of
the building. One individual was
transported to the hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries.

“We had a hard time getting to
Overlook [Medical Center],” Mr.
Kranz said. “A normal 15- to 20-
minute rider took over an hour
sometimes.” The extended travel
time was due to road closures.
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SALUTE TO VETERANS…Scotch Plains Police Captain John Shebey leads the
salute to our nation’s veterans during the playing of the National Anthem at the
Village Green on Tuesday, November 11, 2003. (From the archives 11/13/03)
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CLEAN SWEEP...Fanwood Democrats are all smiles Tuesday night at Flannery’s Pub as the results come in confirming a
victory in the freeholder and council races. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor Colleen Mahr,  Fanwood Councilman-elect
Jack Molenaar, Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella and Councilman Kevin Boris.
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EXHAUSTED...Members of the Fanwood Rescue Squad finally have a moment
to relax after round-the-clock calls kept them busy for days in the wake of
Hurricane Sandy. Pictured are: EMT Elizabeth Buckridee, EMT/Squad Presi-
dent Nancy Mustachio, EMT/Sgt. Karolyn Buckridee, EMT Rob Villegas,
member Ben Gechtman and EMT Ian Lewis.
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VICTORY...Scotch Plains Democrats enjoy their victory at a private home in
Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: newly-elected Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella, Mayor-elect Kevin Glover, Scotch Plains Democratic Chairman Lou
Beckerman and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22).

Glover Defeats DePaola for Mayor;
Gialanella Wins SP Council Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Democrat
Kevin Glover was elected mayor of
Scotch Plains on Tuesday, defeat-
ing incumbent Republican Mary
DePaola, who had assumed the
mayoralty in June. Democrat Col-
leen Gialanella defeated Republi-
can Councilman Edward Saridaki,
who was named to the council in
July.

Unofficial tallies on Tuesday
night showed Mr. Glover winning
5,611 votes to Mrs. DePaola’s

4,161, or a 57-percent to 43-per-
cent margin. Mrs. Gialanella re-
ceived 5,514 votes to Mr. Saridaki’s
3,983, winning by a 58-percent to
42-percent margin. The Democratic
ticket carried all but four of Scotch
Plains’ 23 voting districts.

The Democrats’ victories means
the five-member governing body,
come January, will be controlled by
the Democrats for the first time
since 1999. Besides Mr. Glover and
Mrs. Gialanella, Democrat Michael
Marcus will continue in the midst
of his four-year term. And with Mr.

Glover vacating his council seat to
become mayor, the Democrats will
then fill that vacancy, giving the
Democrats four members to one
member – William Vastine – for the
Republicans.

Saying that the election “wasn’t
about me and Colleen,” Mr. Glover,
who was elected to the council in
2006 and ran unsuccessfully for
mayor four years ago, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the vote, “was about Scotch Plains.
People said ‘enough is enough’ and
chose to embrace new ideas rather
than the partisan nonsense of the
past.”

Mr. Glover, who will be the first
Democratic mayor since 1999, said
he is open to ideas from both par-
ties and from independents on ways
to “make Scotch Plains better for
us. No party has a license on origi-
nal or good ideas.”

With a number of residents and
businesses still without power more
than a week after Hurricane Sandy,
Mr. Glover said the immediate pri-
ority is to “recover” from last week’s
damages.

Mrs. DePaola, who was elected
to the council in 2008 and suc-
ceeded Nancy Malool as mayor five
months ago, said “a perfect storm”
of events had led to the Republi-
cans’ defeat. She told The Times she
blamed herself, not the campaign
itself.

“Somewhere along the line, I
didn’t do the right things to get us to
the finish line,” Mrs. DePaola said.

GOP Chairman Martin Marks
said Tuesday’s results were “en-
tirely weather- and power-related.”
Voters, he said, “took their frustra-
tion and anger out in the wrong
direction.”

Democrats Sweep In Fanwood,
To Take 4-2 Council Majority

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democrats swept
the race for two seats on the
Fanwood Borough Council in
Tuesday’s local election. Jack
Molenaar, 1,666, and Dan Levine,

1,660, won over Republican first-
term incumbents Robert Manduca,
1,426, and Mike Szuch, 1,454.
“Jack is back,” Mayor Colleen Mahr
cheered to the crowd gathered to
celebrate the Demo-
crats’ sweep Tuesday
night at Flannery’s
Pub.

Mr. Molenaar first
won election to the
council in 2001 and
opted not to seek re-
election in 2006. This
will be Mr. Levine’s
first time on council.

Mr. Molenaar told
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “This
is a nice opportunity
to serve Fanwood
again as a council-
man.” He said he intends to focus
on shared services and further de-
velopment of the downtown.

“As mayor, I have been very for-
tunate to have council members
who have served Fanwood well,”
Mayor Mahr told The Times. She

added that she has already asked
Mr. Szuch to continue serving on
borough committees because, “it’s
all about Fanwood, first and fore-
most.”

She said that with
Mr. Molenaar’s plan-
ning experience and
Mr. Levine’s treasury
department experi-
ence with the state,
“Fanwood is very
well positioned for
whatever comes its
way.”

Mr. Szuch told The
Times, “I’m walking
away with my head up
high. I have every in-
tention of staying on
and serving…my heart
is in Fanwood.”

“One of the things that makes
Fanwood a nice place is everyone
chips in,” Mr. Manduca told The Times.

The victory breaks a current 3-3 tie
on the council, as Democrats will
have a 5-1 majority plus the mayor’s
office come January.
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