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state has not turned down any help
from out-of-state non-union workers
as had been initially reported.

Another person asked why resto-
ration of power was taking so long.
Mr. Bramnick said utility companies
were concerned over generators fail-
ing at the state’s water treatment and
waste facilities as this could have
resulted in a water problem, which
would be “really serious.”

“So they were making sure those
water treatment facilities were going
to function,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Another asked why she saw trees
being removed in other towns but not
in Westfield. Mr. Bramnick said any
time an electric wire is involved in a
fallen tree PSE&G must become out
to remove the wires.

He said Governor Chris Christie
has required utilities to list when
they will be in towns to work on
power outages and when restoration
will take place.

“We’re hearing November 11..

Jon, I have to tell you, that date is
totally unacceptable,” Mr. Greco
said.

Mr. Greco said the dates posted by
utility companies for restoration must
be one they can live with. “It is my
understanding that you will have elec-
tricity before that date,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

On the issue of purchasing gasoline,
Mr. Bramnick said the federal govern-
ment is bringing in “millions of gal-
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Bramnick Meeting
lons” of gasoline to New Jersey. “It’s
just a matter of getting it distributed,”
he said. He said gasoline station opera-
tors are now required to report to the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental (DEP) to explain why they are
not operating, whether it is because they
are out of gas or have no electricity.

The Assemblyman said all restric-
tions on out-of-state gasoline restric-
tions have been lifted during the cur-
rent crisis.

One resident said with traffic
lights out and trees down, drivers
should slow down and use extra
caution. Mr. Bramnick agreed, say-
ing safety should be foremost
among New Jerseyans.

“We will make the calls for you to
get the help you need,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “My heart goes out to persons
having serious personal issues...We
have the help to help everyone indi-
vidually.”

Glenn Mortimer of Rep. Leonard
Lance’s office said those persons need-
ing assistance may also contact the
Congressman’s office.

One other person asked why the
Westfield school district had not
opened some of their buildings as
shelters as the schools were closed
but some had electricity restored,
noting she has no power, heat or hot
water and has small children a home.
She said only the Westfield Memo-
rial Library was open as a Westfield
shelter, but they have limited hours.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Election Results
Scotch Plains’ 23 voting districts.

The Democrats’ victories means the
five-member governing body, come
January, will be controlled by the
Democrats for the first time since 1999.
Besides Mr. Glover and Mrs.
Gialanella, Democrat Michael Marcus
will continue in the midst of his four-
year term. And with Mr. Glover vacat-
ing his council seat to become mayor,
the Democrats will then fill that va-
cancy, giving the Democrats four
members to one member – William
Vastine – for the Republicans.

Saying that the election “wasn’t
about me and Colleen,” Mr. Glover,
who was elected to the council in 2006
and ran unsuccessfully for mayor four
years ago, told The Leader that the
vote, “was about Scotch Plains. People
said ‘enough is enough’ and chose to
embrace new ideas rather than the
partisan nonsense of the past.”

Mr. Glover, who will be the first
Democratic mayor since 1999, said he
is open to ideas from both parties and

from independents on ways to “make
Scotch Plains better for us. No party
has a license on original or good ideas.”

With a number of residents and
businesses still without power more
than a week after Hurricane Sandy,
Mr. Glover said the immediate prior-
ity is to “recover” from last week’s
damages.

Mrs. DePaola, who was elected to
the council in 2008 and succeeded
Nancy Malool as mayor five months
ago, said “a perfect storm” of events
had led to the Republicans’ defeat.
She told The Times she blamed her-
self, not the campaign itself.

“Somewhere along the line, I didn’t
do the right things to get us to the
finish line,” Mrs. DePaola said.

Fanwood
Democrats swept the race for two

seats on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil in Tuesday’s local election. Jack
Molenaar, 1,666, and Dan Levine,
1,660, won over Republican first-term
incumbents Robert Manduca, 1,426,

and Mike Szuch, 1,454.
Mr. Molenaar first won election to

the council in 2001 and opted not to
seek reelection in 2006. This will be
Mr. Levine’s first time on council.

Mr. Molenaar told The Leader, “This
is a nice opportunity to serve Fanwood
again as a councilman.” He said he
intends to focus on shared services
and further development of the down-
town.

Mr. Szuch told The Leader, “I’m
walking away with my head up high. I
have every intention of staying on and
serving…my heart is in Fanwood.”

The victory breaks a current 3-3 tie
on the council, as Democrats will have
a 5-1 majority plus the mayor’s office
come January.

Garwood
In Garwood, Democrats William

Nierstedt, 896, and Ann Palmer, 849,
defeated GOP incumbent Tim Hak,
753, and newcomer Mike Martin, 731,
to win two seats on the borough coun-
cil. Democrats come January will now
have a 4-2 majority on the borough
council with a Republican mayor,
Patricia Quattrocchi.

“Garwood will have an experienced,
professional council working for it,”
Mr. Nierstedt said .

Cranford
Democrats also took the majority on

the Cranford Township Committee with
the victory by Thomas Hannen, Jr.,
5,327, over Republican W. Scott Mease,
4,648. Democrats will have a 3-2 edge,
thus commanding the mayor’s seat
come January. Republican David
Robinson, the current mayor, did not
seek reelection.

Fred T. Rossi and Lauren S. Barr
also contributed to this story.

ported to the hospital with non life-
threatening injuries.

“We had a hard time getting to Over-
look [Medical Center],” Mr. Kranz said.
“A normal 15-to-20-minute rider took
over an hour sometimes.” The extended
travel time was due to road closures.

In order to keep residents without
power informed of updates that are
usually posted on the borough’s
website, the squad printed flyers with
updates and passed them out door-to-
door.

Fanwood also announced that
homeowners who have private tree ser-
vices remove trees are responsible for
removing tree parts. The Fanwood
Department of Public Works will not
collect cut-down trees.
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Rescue Squad


