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Bramnick Discusses Sandy
Aftermath With Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) met with area resi-
dents on Saturday at the Dunkin’ Do-
nuts in Garwood to discuss residents
concerns following the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Bramnick said PSE&G crews
were in Westfield, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood on Sunday
to start restoration of power to
homeowners and businesses in those
towns.

“I can tell you that JCP&L’s (Jersey
Central Power & Light) response was
poor,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Norman Greco, owner of Mike’s
Subs on East Broad Street in Westfield,
commented that, “My (economic)
losses are incredible. We (downtown
restaurants) haven’t had  electric for six
days. We have to throw our food out…I
had it frozen, but today is the last day I
can hold it so now all that goes. I’m
losing money every day. We have no
light at the end of that tunnel.”

“Is the state going to reimburse us for
that?” he asked. Mr. Bramnick said

reimbursements for businesses losses
would come from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA).

“You should register with FEMA
now,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Those who need to file a claim should
call FEMA at 1-800-621-3362.

Mr. Bramnick said each town has an
Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) manager “who is supposed to
communicate that information (storm
damage losses, etc.) to the county and
the county calls the state.” He asked
businesses and residents to e-mail of
any breakdowns in that system and his
office would check into it.

“Our [Garwood] OEM has been up
all day and night,” said John
Quattrocchi, husband of Garwood
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.

“The county OEM system works
pretty well from what I have seen so
far,” Mr. Bramnick said.

One person said four utility trucks
from Missouri were on Grove Street in
Westfield on Saturday fixing downed
wires and utility poles. He told one
person that despite media reports, the

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AT ATTENTION…Members of the American Legion stand at attention to pay
their respects to fallen war heroes on Veterans Day, November 11,  at the World
War I monument on North Avenue in Westfield. (From the archives 11/13/03)

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
WAITING GAME...Area residents wait in line for gas last week at the Hess station on North Avenue in Garwood. Gas
supplies dwindled as stations were depleted or had no power to pump the gas.

Area Rescue Squads Remain
Busy As Clean-Up Continues

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – The Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad was still receiving a
record number of calls this past
Monday, a week after Hurricane
Sandy swept through town with the
first call coming in around 8 p.m.
on Monday, October 29, around the
same time the power went out for
the majority of Westfield residents
and businesses, including the squad.

“I can’t remember ever being out
of power in the 25 years I’ve been
here,” Westfield Rescue Squad
President Reid Edles told The
Westfield Leader. The squad  has
been running on a generator since
Monday night. The Westfield Fire
Department also lent the squad a
spare generator until power was
restored Sunday afternoon.

As of this past Monday morning,
Mr. Edles said the squad had re-
ceived 97 calls for assistance add-
ing that fortunately there were no
casualties. He said five calls were
for carbon monoxide poisoning
with each call resulting in several
victims being treated and trans-
ported to the hospital. Other calls
included tree-related injuries and
oxygen assistance for the elderly.

According to Mr. Edles, the squad
generally receives five to seven calls
an entire day. “I have never seen
this number of calls, day, by day, by
day,” Mr. Edles said. “Power re-
lated outages were so widespread.
The entire town was out of power.”
According to a report from PSE&G,
approximately 9,500 or 74 percent
of its Westfield customers were
without power. That number was
down to under 4,000 as of Tuesday.

Extra crews, all volunteers from
Westfield, have “been on board”
since the power went out last week,
up until the power came back on
Sunday, Mr. Edles told The Leader.
“Call volume has been constant.”

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Cap-
tain Daniel Sullivan said that his
squad has been running on a gen-
erator since the storm hit and is
most likely not expected to return
until approximately Friday, Novem-
ber 9. PSE&G reported that 9,955
of its 10,162 Scotch Plains’ cus-
tomers lost power. As of Tuesday
morning that number was 3,677.

Mr. Sullivan told The Leader on
Tuesday that the squad had received
31 calls since Monday, October 29,
with a majority of the calls coming
from residents experiencing altered

mental status due to taking medica-
tions incorrectly.

Mr. Sullivan said that nine days
after the storm, the Scotch Plains
central business district was still
without power. “A lot of the busi-
nesses are mom and pop stores. I
don’t know how they are going to
survive,” he said.

Mr. Sullivan asked that as the
town continues to recover that resi-
dents refrain from calling the res-
cue squad for non-emergencies.
“We ask that residents call for true
emergencies only,” he said.

Fanwood Rescue Squad Captain
Tom Kranz told The Leader that
approximately a dozen homes were
damaged to the extent that the resi-
dents had to be permanently evacu-
ated. He reported that no one sus-
tained injuries related to the storm;
however, one Scotch Plains Police
officer was transported to the hos-
pital as a precaution after a tree
limb hit him on his head. “It was a
miracle,” he said pertaining to the
lack of more serious incidents.

Although without power since
October 29, the Fanwood Rescue
Squad was able to keep things up
and running with a brand new natu-
ral gas-powered generator given to
the squad by the borough after Hur-

ricane Irene. “That thing was awe-
some,” Mr. Kranz said. “It cranked
for seven days straight.”

Having a source of power allowed
for residents to use the squad head-
quarters as a “refuge for everyone.”
Residents were able to get warm, as
well as charge devices.

Mr. Kranz stated that a meeting is
held every morning with Mayor
Colleen Mahr, the Emergency Man-
agement Team, the police depart-
ment and PSE&G to continue to
stay on top of when power will be
restored completely in the borough.
“The mayor [Colleen Mahr] is stay-
ing on top of them [PSE&G],” Mr.
Kranz said.

As of Tuesday morning, it was
reported that approximately 20 to
25 percent of residents were still
without power amounting to 648
PSE&G customers. PSE&G re-
ported that 2,946 of its 2,952 cus-
tomers lost power as a result of the
storm.

Mr. Kranz reported that his squad
responded to a mutual aid call to an
apartment building in Plainfield af-
ter 20 individuals suffered carbon
monoxide poisoning after placing a
generator in the basement of the
building. One individual was trans-
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
TIMBER...A large tree falls on a Westfield house causing irreparable damage to
the home. This was, unfortunatley, a familiar sight throughout the area.

Photo courtesy of Gino Janotti
HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Tom Sloan of Westfield celebrated his 60th birthday with
his friends at his home powered by a generator and received a welcomed birthday
present when PSE&G showed up in front of his house to begin power restoration
work.

Lance And Holt Victorious;
Dems Sweep Freeholder Seats

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – On a night where Presi-
dent Barack Obama was reelected in a
hotly contested race with former Re-
publican Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney, locally GOP incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance was re-elected to a third
term in the United States House of
Representatives in New Jersey’s 7th
congressional district. Late Tuesday
night, the Republican was besting
Democratic state Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula by a 33,000 vote
differential.

At the municipal level, Democrats

swept a mayor’s race in Scotch Plains
and council races in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, and Cranford as well as the
contest for freeholder seats. U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) was also
reelected to a second, six-year term.
Both statewide ballot questions also
passed. The first will allow the state to
bond for $750 million for capital im-
provements to the state’s colleges in-
cluding county colleges. The second
will require Supreme Court and Supe-
rior Court judges to have payroll reduc-
tions for their pension and health ben-
efits.

With 63 percent of precincts report-
ing, Mr. Lance was declared the winner

in his House race. At that moment, the
congressman held a 58-39 percent ad-
vantage.

Mr. Lance scored a healthy margin
in his home county of Hunterdon, where
he held a nearly 19,000-vote advan-
tage. In Union County, Mr. Lance bested
the challenger by a 7,000-vote differ-
ential. The incumbent also held a 9,000-
vote lead in Morris County.

Following his victory, speaking to
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Lance said
he was “extremely pleased” with the
results and noted that he was “honored
to serve the people in this area of New
Jersey, including Westfield. It’s a joy to
represent the state.”

With the Presidential election still
undecided at the time, he vowed to
work in a bipartisan fashion with who-
ever would be elected to the Oval Of-
fice and the U.S. Senate.

The congressman also added that he
would work with his colleagues in
Congress, as well as Governor Chris
Christie, “to make sure New Jersey can
rebuild as quickly as possible” after
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Lance replaced GOP U.S. Con-
gressman Mike Ferguson and defeated
former Democratic Fanwood Mayor
and current Assemblywoman Linda
Stender in 2008. In 2010, he bested
science teacher Ed Potosnak.

Mr. Chivukula has represented the
17th Legislative District, covering
Middlesex County, in New Jersey’s
General Assembly since 2002.

Speaking to The Leader after con-
ceding, Mr. Chivukula’s campaign
manager, Joey Novick, said the Demo-
crat would continue to “look forward
to representing the hardworking people
of the 17th District,” where he would
seek re-election in 2013.

“It’s tough running in the 7th Dis-
trict,” Mr. Novick added. “It’s cut in a
manner to protect Republican incum-
bents.” However, he vowed that the
Assemblyman would “continue to give
excellent representation” to the 17th
District.

In District 12, Rep. Rush Holt (D) of
Mercer County was leading Middlesex
County businessman Eric Beck by a
tally of 172,763 to 74,977 with 69
percent of the vote reported, according
to www.politico.com. As a result of
redistricting, all of Fanwood and all but
a small section of Scotch Plains will
now be represented by Mr. Holt come
January. Both towns had been in the 7th
District, which will still include about
1,000 Scotch Plains residents.

U.S. Senate
Democratic Senator Robert

Menendez won a second term by easily
defeating Monmouth County Republi-
can state senator Joe Kyrillos. Mr.
Menendez was leading 1,728,782 to
1,151,141 with 95 percent of the vote
reporting, according to
www.politico.com.

Freeholders
Democrats extended  their winning

streak to 17 years at the county level by
winning three seats on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Incumbents Al
Mirabella of Fanwood, 96,069,
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle, 89,704,
and newcomer Bruce Bergen of Spring-
field, 91,209, defeated Republicans
Stephen Kozlovich of Union, 55,281,
Diane Barabas of Westfield, 54,572,
and Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford,
53,233. Democrats have had a 9-0 ma-
jority since 1998.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Councilman Kevin

Glover was elected mayor of Scotch
Plains, defeating incumbent Republi-
can Mary DePaola, who had assumed
the mayoralty in June. Democrat Col-
leen Gialanella defeated Republican
Councilman Edward Saridaki, who was
named to the council in July.

Unofficial tallies on Tuesday night
showed Mr. Glover winning 5,611 votes
to Mrs. DePaola’s 4,161, or a 57-per-
cent to 43-percent margin. Mrs.
Gialanella received 5,514 votes to Mr.
Saridaki’s 4,008, winning by a 58-
percent to 42-percent margin. The
Democratic ticket carried all but four of
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