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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Defensive stubbornness, es-
pecially in the Red Zone, was
the primary concern of the
Cranford High School High
School football team that yielded
two Red Zone rushing touch-
downs to 15th-ranked Ridge last
week, and it certainly worked
out with emphasis when the 6-
2 Cougars silenced the 5-2 A.L.
Johnson Crusaders, 29-3, in
Clark on October 26.

The Cougars limited the Cru-
saders led by quarterback Lance
Pecino to just 59 yards on the
ground in the first half and were
even tougher in the second half,
yielding only 21 more rushing
yards. The Cougars stuffed the
Crusaders on the Cranford 15
on their first drive and limited
them to a 27-yard field goal
three seconds before halftime.

In the meantime, Cougar quar-
terback Reggie Green engi-
neered an offence that totaled
101 rushing yards on 18 carries
in the first half and added an-
other 142 yards on 20 carries in
the second half. Additionally,
Green completed six of eight
pass attempts for 75 yards, in-
cluding a five-yard touchdown
(TD) pass to John Oblachinski in
the fourth quarter.

“Defense played great! Stop-
ping them near the goal on first
drive and only holding them to a
field goal, so our defense and
Coach [Joe] Hubert did a great
job this whole week, and we

came up big on defense,” Green
said.

“After the Ridge game, I got all
my teammates together, and I
made a promise to them and I
made a promise to God that we

would win this game. When I
make a promise to God and my
teammates, I don’t intend on
breaking that promise. Our team

showed that here tonight,” co-
captain/linebacker Nick Diaz
said.

“We were still kind of upset
over the Ridge game. Last year
we lost to Summit in the same

week. The next week we came
back and killed Del Val. We
wanted the same thing here,
and it showed on the scoreboard
tonight,” Green said.

Diaz and his teammates deliv-

ered numerous cracking hits but
none more impressive than his
crunch on Pecino that forced
him to take a play off on the
sidelines, before returning to
run the Crusaders’ offense. Line-
backer Matt DiMartino added a
stunning six-yard sack. Defen-
sive back Kevin Trotter recov-
ered a Crusader fumble at the
Cranford 40 that set up the Cou-
gars’ first TD.

“They were clean hits. You got
to have clean hits. Nothing dirty!
All by the rules,” Diaz said.

Green carried 18 times for 158
yards, including a 31-yard TD
run in the second quarter and a
26-yard TD run early in the
fourth quarter. Running back
Jimmy Dwyer rushed 15 times
for 84 yards, including a three-
yard TD in the third quarter.
Oblachinski had five receptions
for 65 yards, and his five-yard
TD reception came with 5:21
remaining when he grabbed
Green’s pass in the right side of
the end zone.

“Reggie had a good play there.
He rolled out and saw me in the
end zone, threw it and it was my
first touchdown. It felt nice,”

GREEN SCORES 2 TOUCHDOWNS, DWYER TD RUN, OBLACHINSKI 5-YARD TD RECEPTION

Cougar Gridders Turn Back AL Johnson Crusaders, 29-3

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING BEHIND HIS BLOCKER…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, runs behind running back Bobby
Bruns, No. 13, in the game against the Crusaders. Green had two touchdowns in the 29-3 victory.
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