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Blue Devils Shut Out Oak Knoll Royals, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

midfield saw to it that the ball re-
mained in the Royals turf. On the few
occasions that the Royals penetrated
Westfield territory, the Blue Devils’
defense would quickly turn the direc-
tion of the ball back into Royal turf,
so it appeared that the Lady Blue
Devils were melding well at the right

time.
“It’s a perfect time actually! It’s

Senior Day, but I think we are defi-
nitely starting to click now. A lot of
our possession really helped coming
out. We played this team before and
they are a really great team to play.
We know how they played, and com-

ing out strong really helped,” Sottung
said.

The Blue Devils did not take as
many shots on goal in the second half
but did have the opportunity to rotate
more of their reserves in-and-out of
the action. Additionally, the Blue
Devils took four of their five game-
total corner kicks in the half.

The next step for the Blue Devils
would be another showdown with the
Summit Hilltoppers in the Union
County Tournament semifinal round
at A.L. Johnson on October 27.

“First time, we beat them 2-1, sec-
ond time we lost 1-0. Saturday, we
have to come out really focused and
get super pumped, because Summit
is a great team, but I think we can
definitely beat them. We just have to
play our game and take advantage of
the talent that we have, because we
have amazing talent,” Greenspan said.

The winner would play the winner
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood/
Cranford game for the champion-
ship.
Oak Knoll 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2
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GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, DWYER TD, OBLACHINSKI TD

Cougar Gridders Turn Back
AL Johnson Crusaders, 29-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive stubbornness, especially
in the Red Zone, was the primary
concern of the Cranford High School
High School football team that
yielded two Red Zone rushing touch-
downs to 15th-ranked Ridge last
week, and it certainly worked out
with emphasis when the 6-2 Cougars
silenced the 5-2 A.L. Johnson Cru-
saders, 29-3, in Clark on October 26.

The Cougars limited the Crusaders
led by quarterback Lance Pecino to
just 59 yards on the ground in the first

half and were even tougher in the
second half, yielding only 21 more
rushing yards. The Cougars stuffed
the Crusaders on the Cranford 15 on
their first drive and limited them to a
27-yard field goal three seconds be-

fore halftime.
In the meantime, Cougar quarter-

back Reggie Green engineered an
offence that totaled 101 rushing yards
on 18 carries in the first half and
added another 142 yards on 20 car-
ries in the second half. Additionally,
Green completed six of eight pass
attempts for 75 yards, including a
five-yard touchdown (TD) pass to
John Oblachinski in the fourth quar-
ter.

“Defense played great! Stopping
them near the goal on first drive and
only holding them to a field goal, so

our defense and Coach [Joe] Hubert
did a great job this whole week, and
we came up big on defense,” Green
said.

“After the Ridge game, I got all my
teammates together, and I made a
promise to them and I made a prom-
ise to God that we would win this
game. When I make a promise to God
and my teammates, I don’t intend on
breaking that promise. Our team
showed that here tonight,” co-cap-
tain/linebacker Nick Diaz said.

“We were still kind of upset over
the Ridge game. Last year we lost to
Summit in the same week. The next
week we came back and killed Del
Val. We wanted the same thing here,
and it showed on the scoreboard to-
night,” Green said.

Diaz and his teammates delivered

numerous cracking hits but none more
impressive than his crunch on Pecino
that forced him to take a play off on
the sidelines, before returning to run
the Crusaders’ offense. Linebacker
Matt DiMartino added a stunning
six-yard sack. Defensive back Kevin
Trotter recovered a Crusader fumble
at the Cranford 40 that set up the
Cougars’ first TD.

“They were clean hits. You got to
have clean hits. Nothing dirty! All by
the rules,” Diaz said.

Green carried 18 times for 158
yards, including a 31-yard TD run in

the second quarter and a 26-yard TD
run early in the fourth quarter. Run-
ning back Jimmy Dwyer rushed 15
times for 84 yards, including a three-
yard TD in the third quarter.
Oblachinski had five receptions for
65 yards, and his five-yard TD recep-
tion came with 5:21 remaining when
he grabbed Green’s pass in the right
side of the end zone.

“Reggie had a good play there. He
rolled out and saw me in the end
zone, threw it and it was my first
touchdown. It felt nice,” Oblachinski
said.

Oblachinski had a reception on a
great comeback play in the third quar-
ter that baffled Crusader cornerback
Anthony Travisano.

“He was playing over, so I turned
and I caught the ball. Shut it down,”
Oblachinski said.

“He is making a lot of big plays
when we need it. When I am scram-
bling, he was there on the comeback.
We run them in practice and our
chemistry is getting better,” Green
said.

Green’s 31-yard TD capped a five-
play 60-yard drive with 3:50 left in
the first half. Oblachinski, who holds
for the point after, took a bad snap
and alertly hooked around right end
for the two-point conversion.

The Crusaders’ 27-yard field goal
came with three seconds on the clock
and capped a 62-yard drive.

Dwyer’s three-yard TD with 9:27
left in the third quarter capped a six-
play, 55-yard drive that gave the Cou-
gars a 15-3 lead.

With 11:05 left in the fourth quarter,
Green found another opening and
dashed 26 yards for his second TD.
The point after failed. Green mixed
three pass plays with eight running
plays to chew up 70 yards on the drive.

“The coaches got on the whole line
in the locker room and said, ‘We are
a way better that this team, way better
than 8-3 at halftime.’ So we just made
it our duty for the line to make great
holes. Everybody played his role.
The holes were open, and I hit them
when they were there. Definitely with
the passing too! They were there.
Everybody did his part in the second
half,” Green explained.

Oblachinski’s TD reception capped
a seven-play, 56-yard drive. The Cru-
saders’ last efforts resulted in four
straight incomplete passes.
Cranford 0 8   7 14 29
A.L. Johnson 0 3   0   0 3

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Tues-
day, November 13, 2012, at 7:15 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard in Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

For the purpose of receiving public input
on the Borough’s Union County Develop-
ment Block Grant Proposal(s) for year (39)
thirty-nine.

Proposals must be submitted in writing
to the Municipal Clerk by 4:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, November 8, 2012.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 11/01/12, The Leader Fee: $18.87

A fundraiser for the Westfield High
School ice hockey team will be held
this Saturday, November 3, at the
high school cafeteria B at 5:30 p.m.
All funds raised are to purchase: ice-
time, uniforms, equipment and to give
financial assistance to those families
who need help.

The entrance fee of $25 includes a
sheet of tickets for table 1. Among the
possible prizes are: an iPad, “Behind

the Wheel” driving lessons, a flat
screen TV and more. Other prizes,
include: restaurant gift certificates,
signed sports memorabilia, fine din-
ing baskets, spa packages, Coach and
Vera Bradley bags, sports baskets,
wine and spirit baskets, 50/50.

For more information or advanced
ticket sales, please e-mail:
whsiha@gmail.com or call Cathy
Kattak at (908) 400-0473

WHS Ice Hockey Sets Fundraiser Raffle

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING AFTER THE BALL…Blue Devil senior Sarah Freer, left, closes in on Royal midfielder Ginny Whitman, No. 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING BEHIND HIS BLOCKER…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, runs behind running back Bobby Bruns,
No. 13, in the game against the Crusaders. Green had two touchdowns in the 29-3 victory.


