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General Election — November 6, 2012

Democratic Candidates

President Barack Obama (D) Mitt Romney (R)

Barack Obama — President

Mitt Romney, who served as the
70th governor of Massachusetts from
2003 to 2007, is the son of Lenore
and George W. Romney, governor of
Michigan from 1963 to 69. He was
raised in Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
Beginning in 1966, he spent 30
months in France as a Mormon mis-
sionary. In 1969, he married Ann
Davies, and the couple had five chil-
dren together. In 1971, he earned a
Bachelor of Arts from Brigham Young
University and, in 1975, a joint Juris
Doctor and Master of Business Ad-
ministration from Harvard Univer-
sity.

Mr. Romney entered the manage-
ment consulting industry, and in 1977
secured a position at Bain & Com-
pany. He later serving as its chief
executive officer. In 1984, he co-
founded and led the spin-off com-
pany, Bain Capital, a private equity
investment firm that became one of
the largest such firms in the nation.
His net worth is estimated at $190 to
250 million, wealth that helped fund
his political campaigns prior to 2012.

Active in The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, he served

as bishop of his ward and later stake
president in his home area near Bos-
ton. He ran as the Republican candi-
date in the 1994 U.S. Senate election
in Massachusetts, losing to long-time
incumbent Ted Kennedy. In 1999, he
was hired as president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Salt Lake Orga-
nizing Committee for the 2002 Win-
ter Olympics. The visibility he gained

Barack Hussein Obama, 2nd, is
the 44th and current President of
the United States. He is the first
African-American to hold the of-
fice.

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, Presi-
dent Obama is a graduate of Co-
lumbia University and Harvard
Law School, where he was presi-
dent of the Harvard Law Review.
He was a community organizer in
Chicago before earning his law
degree. He worked as a civil rights
attorney in Chicago and taught con-
stitutional law at the University of
Chicago Law School from 1992 to
2004. He served three terms repre-
senting the 13th District in the Illi-
nois state Senate from 1997 to
2004, running unsuccessfully for
the United States House of Repre-
sentatives in 2000.

Several events brought Mr.
Obama to national attention dur-
ing his campaign to represent the
State of Illinois in the United
States Senate in 2004, including
his victory in the March 2004 Illi-
nois Democratic Primary Election
and his keynote address at the
Democratic National Convention
in July 2004. He won the Senate

election in November 2004, serv-
ing until his resignation follow-
ing his 2008 presidential election
victory over U.S. Senator from
New York State, Hillary Rodham
Clinton. In the 2008 presidential
election, he defeated Republican
nominee John McCain, and was
inaugurated as president on Janu-
ary 20, 2009. Nine months later,
he was named the 2009 Nobel
Peace Prize laureate. In April

2011, he announced that he would
be running for re-election in 2012.

As president, Obama signed eco-
nomic stimulus legislation in the
form of the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and
the Tax Relief, Unemployment In-
surance Reauthorization, and Job
Creation Act of 2010 in response
to the 2007–2009 recession in the
United States. Other major domes-
tic policy initiatives include the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, the Dodd–Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act, the Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell Repeal Act of 2010, and the
Budget Control Act of 2011. In
foreign policy, President Obama
ended U.S. military involvement
in the Iraq War, increased troop
levels in Afghanistan, signed the
New START arms control treaty
with Russia, ordered U.S. military
involvement in Libya, and ordered
the military operation that resulted
in the death of Osama bin Laden.
In May 2012, he became the first
sitting U.S. president to publicly
support legalizing same-sex mar-
riage.

Republican Candidates
Mitt Romney — President

from this stint gave him the opportu-
nity to relaunch his political aspira-
tions.

Mr. Romney was elected governor
of Massachusetts in 2002, but did not
seek re-election in 2006. During his
term he presided over the elimination
of a projected $3-billion deficit
through a combination of spending
cuts, increased fees, and removal of
corporate tax loopholes. He helped
develop, and signed into law, the
Massachusetts health care reform leg-
islation. The first of its kind in the
nation, it provided near-universal
health insurance access via state-level
subsidies and individual mandates to
purchase insurance.

Mr. Romney ran for the Republi-
can nomination in the 2008 U.S. presi-
dential election, winning several pri-
maries and caucuses, but losing the
nomination to U.S. Senator John
McCain. He sought the GOP nomi-
nation again and in May 2012, he had
won enough caucuses and primaries
to become the party’s presumptive
nominee, and on August 28, Repub-
lican National Convention made him
the official nominee.

Vice-President Joe Biden (D)

Joe Biden — Vice-President

Paul Ryan (R)

Paul Ryan — Vice-President

Joseph Biden was born Novem-
ber 20, 1942, in Scranton, Pa., the
first of four siblings. In 1953, the
Biden family moved from Pennsyl-
vania to Claymont, Del. He gradu-
ated from the University of Dela-
ware and Syracuse Law School and
served on the New Castle County
Council. Then, at age 29, he be-
came one of the youngest people
ever elected to the United States
Senate.

Just weeks after the election, trag-
edy struck the Biden family, when
Biden’s wife, Neilia, and their one-
year old daughter, Naomi, were
killed and their two young sons
critically injured in an auto acci-
dent.

In 1977, Vice-President Biden
married Jill Jacobs, an educator who
currently teaches at a Washington,
D.C.-area community college. The
Vice-President has three children:
Beau, Hunter, and Ashley and five
grandchildren.

As a Senator from Delaware for

36 years, Senator Biden was chair-
man or ranking member of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee for 17
years and was chairman or ranking
member of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee. He was the long-
est-serving United States Senaor in
Delaware  history.

As Vice-President, he has focused
on the issues of college affordability
and American manufacturing
growth, and also helped secure the
Senate’s approval of the New
START nuclear arms reduction
treaty with Russia. He has traveled
to more than two dozen countries
as Vice-President.

Wisconsin Republican Congress-
man Paul Ryan was born on January
29, 1970 in Janesville, He is a fifth-
generation Wisconsin native.

He has been serving as the U.S.
representative of Wisconsin’s First
Congressional District since 1999 and
currently chairs the House Budget
Committee and is a member of the
House Ways and Means Committee,
which has jurisdiction over tax policy,
Social Security, health care and trade
laws.

He became interested in govern-
ment after reading several novels by
Ayn Rand.

His father, Paul Ryan Sr., worked
as an attorney, and his mother, Betty
Ryan, was a stay-at-home mom.

After graduating from Miami Uni-
versity in Ohio with a degree in eco-
nomics and political science in 1992,
Rep. Ryan began working as a mar-
keting consultant for a family-run
branch of a Wisconsin construction
company. He entered politics a few
years later, working as a legislative
aide for U.S. Senator Bob Kasten,

and later for Senator Sam Brownback
and New York Republican Represen-
tative Jack Kemp.

In 1998, at age 28, Mr. Ryan was
elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. In addition to continuing
to serve in that position, he currently
chairs the House Budget Committee,

and is a senior member of the House
Ways and Means Committee. Since
President Barack Obama took office
in 2008, Ryan has criticized several
of Obama’s policies and spending
plans, including the 2012-13 federal
budget proposal.

He and wife, Janna Little, a native
Oklahoman who became a well-
known corporate lobbyist in Wash-
ington, D.C.

 The Ryans  reside in Janesville
with their three children, Liza, Charlie
and Sam.
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