
Page 4  Thursday, November 1, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood

And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Will The Economy Drive the
Voter Turnout Next Week?

In deciding to vote next week on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6, think about this – voter turnout has continued
to decline and gerrymandering of districts continues
to tighten its grip. How does one make their choice
known with many of the races predetermined? Have
we lost our democracy, our republic?

The direction of the country and state of the
economy are the big issues today. Whether or not
next Tuesday’s balloting is personally important to
you, it is vital to vote for the sake of our country. We
hope you do.

This edition of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times is dedicated to pro-
viding everyone in our readership area with informa-
tion to make informed choices. This edition is also
available at www.goleader.com along with more
candidate information. We will post the election
results on the Internet next Tuesday night and in next
week’s newspaper.

There are contests for mayor and council in Scotch
Plains and a race for borough council in Fanwood.
The big issue for both towns is the question of
merging their police departments in hopes of saving
costs without losing services. Along with this, the
municipal courts and dispatching would be merged
as a matter of course. According to law as we
understand it, the Governor would then appoint the
municipal judge, prosecutor and public defender.

Westfield and Summit have no municipal elec-
tions. In Mountainside, the municipal candidates are
unopposed. Two council seats are hotly contested in
Garwood and one seat is up in Cranford.

Three seats on the nine-member Union County
Freeholder Board are up for grabs. Party line voting
is expected to continue next week. County Demo-
crats bolstered by their numbers in Elizabeth, Lin-
den and Plainfield will sweep as they have done for
more than a decade. For some time now, the County
GOP has abandoned offering any real zeal. These
opposing political parties seem to say, “What’s yours
is yours and what’s mine is mine.” Does this leave the

taxpayer out of the picture?
New this year, school board candidates in the

county’s 21 towns are running for election in the
November General Election rather than in April.
There are no votes to approve school budgets,
given these new arrangements. Local school board
candidates are unopposed. We’ve seen little cam-
paigning and received no letters by school board
candidates to reach the voters. Even so, taxpayer
money controlled by school boards exceed that of
all the towns and the county combined.

Statewide, two ballot questions will be on the
New Jersey General Election Ballot. Question #1
- Should justices and judges be required to pay
some of their benefits? Question #2 - Should $750
million be borrowed to spend on the state’s col-
leges?

At the federal level, the Seventh Congressional
District Representative will be chosen by election
for most towns in this region. New this year:
Scotch Plains and Fanwood voters will find them-
selves in the Twelfth District Congressional start-
ing in January. Thus, they vote their choice next
week with the candidates being incumbent Russ
Holt (D) and challenger Eric Beck (R).

And, of course, there are votes for President of
the United States and U.S. Senator for New Jersey.
The electorate is highly polarized on the Presiden-
tial matter and polling suggests a dead heat in the
contest. The election appears so close that just a
few states are likely to decide the matter — New
Jersey “Blue” will not be one of them. In New
Jersey, voters have not favored a Republican can-
didate for President in two decades.

Senator Bob Menendez (D) is expected to waltz
to reelection for another six years, facing chal-
lenger, State Senator Joe Kyrillos. The last time a
Republican represented New Jersey in the Senate
was 1972.

The incumbent Congressmen are expected to be
reelected.

VOTE NOVEMBER 6TH

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Malool;
Political Fray, Why Disparage Me?

Threat to Garwood Business Owner is
Cowardly and Sinister Politics

Thank You Community for Your
Tremendous Generosity

As most residents know, I was the
Mayor of Scotch Plains for the last 3
½ years until I resigned in May, due
to a conflict of interest policy, to take
a job at the state. I have attempted to
stay out of the political fray this sea-
son, and have refrained from endors-
ing a candidate or even commenting
on the election.

But, after watching the debate the
other night, I have to ask: why did
Mary DePaola have to discuss me,
several times, in a negative way? Her
comments were unwarranted, and
sometimes untrue. And what makes
it even stranger is that DePaola agreed
with my actions 99.9 percent of the
time during the 3 ½ years she served
as my Deputy Mayor, and she broad-
casts the accomplishments that oc-
curred under my leadership in her
campaign materials.

I am not running for election. I
made my choice to leave public of-
fice and I have moved on. So why

disparage me after I served for ten
years on the governing body? I can
only think of two reasons: Maybe
DePaola just wants to cement her
relationship with the leaders of her
party – the people who ostracized me
because I was an independent thinker
– the very people who she claimed to
despise less than a year ago because
she believed they should not dictate
to us how we should govern our town,
but now has “cozied-up” to because
they support her quest to become
Mayor. Or maybe she’s just a mean-
spirited person. Or both.

I don’t know, but I do know that if
the people of Scotch Plains are pay-
ing attention, then she has shown
them what kind of person she really
is. And they can decide if that is the
kind of person they want as their
Mayor.

Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

It is a sad state of affairs when a
small business owner cannot display
the political sign of a friend in his
business window without having to
endure threats to his livelihood. If for
one minute you don’t believe that
this sort of thing happens in Garwood
be assured that it definitely does and
did.

A phone call relating the spoken
message that it could be “bad for
business” if that GOP sign displayed
in the eatery window was not re-
moved certainly would make a store
owner question to what “bad” extent
the caller was referring. There would
have to be some sinister tone to the
message for a business owner who
expressed tremendous pride to dis-
play his friend’s political pursuits at 3
o’clock hastily remove that sign a
mere couple of hours later.

Did he feel more than a drop in

potential sales would come his way?
Did he perhaps fear his establish-
ment would be damaged or tires on
his vehicle slashed? Doubtful that we
will ever really know but we can be
sure what that business owner felt
was something that left him intimi-
dated.

It is too bad that some supporters
of the opposition find it necessary to
resort to this cowardly and antiquated
type of hurtful behavior. It makes one
question where the order to exert the
pressure originated. But more impor-
tantly it begs the question, why? And,
if the candidates condone these and
other recent shenanigans that have
transpired perhaps then the voters
should give careful consideration to
how they should cast their ballots.

John Quattrocchi
Garwood GOP Chairman

The Paul Jackson Fund would like
to thank all the runners and walkers
who came out to support us on Sun-
day, October 14th at our third annual
5K race at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
It was a great day, filled with commu-
nity spirit and support.

We especially would like to thank
all of our sponsors for their tremen-
dous generosity: Investors Bank,
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital Rahway, Tiffany Natural
Pharmacy, Union County Rugby, The
Publick House, State Farm -Chris-
tine Cosenza Agency, Summit Medi-
cal Group, Pro Care Rehabilitation,
Shop Rite of Clark, Shop Rite of
Garwood, The Shannon Rose Irish
Pub, Applebee’s, Dress Barn,
Westfield PAL, Happy Family Brand,
Hilltop Community Bank, Molly
Maguire’s, Kessler Rehabilitation,
Westfield Baseball League,Merrill
Lynch, Coldwell Banker, Swirl Whirl,

The Law Offices of Lisa M. Black,
LLC, Dr. Besson, DDS, The Turning
Point, Scotch Plains/Fanwood LAX,
Fairview Cemetery, Snapple,
Starbucks, Williams Nursery and
AMC Loews. Your monetary dona-
tions and gifts of goods and services
helped make this event a success and
we are very grateful for your support.
And a big thank you to all the volun-
teers who came out and helped make
this event run so smoothly. We could
not have done it without you!

With everyone’s generosity, we will
be able to keep Paul’s dream alive to
help families who find themselves in
financial crisis because of an illness
or long-term disability. Your support
means the world to us and to those we
help! Please see The Paul Jackson
Fund, www.pauljacksonfund.org

Mary Jackson and Steve Deduck
Westfield

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
And Town Council Gets Letters

Dear Mr. Mcgrail,
Thank you for your e-mail. I re-

ceived it and read it while touring the
town with the Superintendent of Pub-
lic Works. Since news of the storm
was received, the Department of Pub-
lic Works has done nothing but pre-
pare for the storm, including but not
limited to inspecting the stormwater
macro infrastructure (major drain-
age routing system), tending to the
areas of known local flooding due to
topography, clearing as many of the
thousands of stormwater inlets as
possible, and tending to as many town
trees as possible. All personnel and
equipment have been fully focused
on preparing for the storm.

As I have and am now touring the
town, I am relieved to see that most
residents heeded the Superintendent’s
prior notice and the Town’s urgent
message not to place leaves at the
curb. We have all known about the
storm for some time now. The Town
has always emphasized that the suc-
cess of any leaf collection program is
due, in large part, to the cooperation
of residents. The expectation that the
town would have the capability to
pick up all the leaf piles on all 380
streets and over 100 miles of road-
way as the storm approached is pre-
cisely why residents were asked not
to place their leaves in the street.
Residents did have other options. I
know of many who simply were wait-
ing until more leaves fell. (Part of the
threat this storm is posing is that there
are so many leaves still on the trees.)
I know of others who took their leaves
to the Conservation Center. Still oth-
ers placed their leaves between the
sidewalk and curb, out of the street.

Feeling anxious as we all await the
arrival of this very serious storm is
understandable. Rest assured that
storm preparations have been and
continue to be the Town’s top prior-
ity. Please check the Town’s website
and/or follow us on Twitter for fur-
ther information and guidance.

I need to concentrate on other mat-
ters at this time, but, very quickly,
regarding your sewer fee comment,

please be advised that the sewer fee
applies to the sanitary sewer and water
treatment system owned and oper-
ated by the Rahway Valley Sewage
Authority. It is not related to the
stormwater sewer system.

As I am urging all residents, please
stay indoors for the duration of the
storm. There is nothing more impor-
tant than you and your family’s safety.

Andy Skibitsky
*****

Dear Mayor Skibitsky and Town
Council,

I am writing this letter in an at-
tempt to better understand the mindset
of the our elected leaders as well as
the towns’ department of public
works. The news as well as our local
government has been talking about
an unprecedented amount of water,
and the strain it would put on our
storm drain system. Knowing this
information, how has the town not
made it a priority to pick up the leaves
piled in front of most home Westfield
homes?

I may not be an engineer, however
I do know that once the storm be-
comes full strength the leaves will be
washed into our storm drains and
make them inoperable. I know we
probably have staff sitting on standby
waiting for a disaster, but what is
stopping this town from putting them
to work on something as easy as
making sure the storm drains will
remain clear.

Assuming that a small portion of
our annual $170 sewer bill or our
ever rising property taxes should have
some of this cost built in already. This
is just another Westfield neighbor
who is watching everyone nervously
trying to save everything they work
so hard for.

Thank You for your time! A con-
cerned taxpayer and voter!

Trevor Mcgrail
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Lautenberg Call On
President To Dispatch

Emergency Fuel
NEWARK—With communities

across New Jersey facing fuel crises,
U.S. Senators Frank R. Lautenberg
(D-NJ) and Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) today called on President Obama
to dispatch supplies of gasoline and
fuel to the state for residents, to keep
emergency vehicles running, and to
ensure critical infrastructure, like
water treatment and sanitation facili-
ties, remain operable. The Senators
also requested backup generators,
dryers, and additional fuel supplies
to help electric companies continue
their efforts to restore power.

President Obama initially issued a
federal disaster declaration for eight
New Jersey counties, and two addi-
tional counties were added today.
Those ten counties are eligible for
federal aid, and Senators Lautenberg
and Menendez have requested that
additional New Jersey counties be
included in the disaster declaration.

“We are dealing with a crisis on the
ground with rescue and recovery
where millions are without power
and without basic necessities. Fur-
thermore, our constituents are sitting
in lines up to a mile long waiting to
fuel their vehicles, tying up local
resources that are managing traffic
conditions in these areas,” the Sena-
tors wrote. “You have shown extraor-
dinary leadership helping us cope
with this terrible storm and we urge
you to use the full force of the federal
government, including using mili-
tary assets, to bring this needed help
to our state.”

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Culpon – A shred or splinter
3. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
4. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh

TERGIVERSATE
1. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
2. To desert a cause
3. To please, charm or delight
4. To flatten or squash

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac

family. Turpentine tree.
4. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
DEBULLITION

1. Boiling over
2. A persistent ringing sound in the

inner ear
3. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A pulling or plucking off

THANK YOU
EVERYONE FROM

AROUND THE
NATION FOR

HELPING US...

GOVERNOR AND
EMERGENCY

PERSONNEL, GREAT
JOB


