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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Pitching was the name of the
game, and all it took was a run in
the bottom of the first inning to
get the top-seeded Cranford High
School baseball team past Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 1-0, in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 25.

Cougar starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer (7-1) tossed five in-
nings, allowed four hits and
walked just one, while striking
out six Raiders. Lefty Ryan
Williamson relieved in the sixth,
permitted no hits and walked
one, while fanning two.

“It was definitely a pitching battle
today. I threw strikes, fastball,
curveball. So did he, as well, but
we were able to get that one run in
the first inning,” Rutmayer said.
“And it was a good job by Ryan
finishing up the last two innings.
It’s great working with him. It’s a
great combo. Me and him! Righty,
lefty! Whatever it takes to get
another state ring!”

Raider pitcher James D’Angelo
(7-1) went the distance, allow-
ing six singles but walking none,
while striking out six Cougars.

“Their pitchers made good
pitches when they had to, and
our guy, James, did an awesome
job to hold a Cranford team to
one run. He had them fooled all
day and off-balance. He made
good pitches and we made good
plays behind him. With James on

D’ANGELO, RUTMAYER, WILLIAMSON STAR ON MOUND; FEENEY SCORES WINNING RUN

Cougars Score 1 in First, Nip Baseball Raiders in Section
the mound, we have the ability
to beat anyone we play,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock said.

“D’Angelo did a great job. He
threw several pitches for strikes.
He pitched a gutsy effort. Coach
Baylock does a great job. He had
his team prepared today, so it
was a battle of the pitchers,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis

McCaffrey said.
“I was pretty much trying to

get ahead. Then as soon as I get
ahead, I try to get two strikes to
get them thinking. Once I have
them thinking, I just throw a
breaking pitch and they couldn’t
hit it. The first inning was a little
shaky. The fastball worked. The
slider away worked and made

them chase pitches. I think a lot
of people would rather see a 1-0
baseball game instead of a blow-
out,” D’Angelo said.

Both teams’ pitchers paid spe-
cial attention to each team’s most
dangerous hitters. D’Angelo suc-
cessfully managed to keep Cou-
gar power hitter Chris Folinusz
off the bases in all three of his
plate appearances. Rutmayer and
Williamson were just as success-
ful keeping D’Angelo off the
bases.

“A lot of breaking pitches and
outside fastballs. Rutmayer and
Williamson did a good job of
keeping us off-balance, and we
just couldn’t catch up to it,”
D’Angelo said.

Two Raiders who did have suc-
cess at the plate were Brad
Alleman, who went 2-for-3, and
Anthony Krajscik, who went 1-
for-1 with a walk. Kevin Maxwell
had the Raiders’ other single.

Williamson went 2-for-3 and
had the only RBI when he drove
in Sean Feeney, who had singled
in the first inning. Andrew
DiFrancesco, Tommy Trotter and
Alex Plick had the other singles.

The Raiders attempted to
manufacture runs in the fourth
and fifth innings by attempting
bunts to move the runner into
scoring position. Shortstop
Feeney dampened the Raiders
hopes in the fourth by initiating a
second-to-first double play. But
the best opportunity came in the
fifth when Krajscik looped a lead-
off single. After a failed bunt
attempt, Folinusz, the catcher,
gunned down Krajscik heading
to second. Just after that, Max-
well singled to right, but
Rutmayer later picked off his
pinch runner.

“Credit to Chris! He made a
great play, and [Eric] Garguilo
[second baseman] made a nice
tag on the play. Fortunately, we
were able to play solid defense
today and get one more run than
them,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“We tried to bunt him over.
Unfortunately, we swung and
missed, and their catcher is good
enough to throw us out. In the
fifth inning, we tried to get some-
thing going, and he threw us
out,” Coach Baylock said.

“The strategy was to try and
win this game. We don’t look to
the next game. We don’t look at
how many innings each pitcher
pitched,” Coach McCaffrey said.

“Our main focus is one game at
a time, and we got it done to-
day,” Rutmayer said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Cranford 100 000 x 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE DECIDING FACTOR…Cougar Sean Feeney, No. 20, dives home in the first inning for the only score as Raider
catcher Ryan Henkels prepares to catch the throw. The Cougars won, 1-0, in Cranford to advance to the semifinal round.


