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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Project ’79 Seeking Donations For
Silent Auction on June 11

Warrant Arrests of Citizens Seems To
Conflict With Town’s Image

Lance Is A Man Of
Integrity and Honesty
As the Primary Election moves

closer, I’m proud to join American
conservative heroes, Gov. Chris
Christie, Congressman Paul Ryan and
state Senator Mike Doherty, to sup-
port the re-election of our congress-
man, Leonard Lance. As a state legis-
lator, Leonard took a case to the New
Jersey Supreme Court to prevent the
McGreevey Administration from bor-
rowing money without taxpayer ap-
proval. Leonard won that case. He’s
done much more since being in Con-
gress, but I can’t think of a better
reason for supporting him than that
brave act. I’ve known Leonard since
we worked for Gov. Tom Kean, and
he’s always been a man of integrity
and honesty. I hope everyone will
vote for Leonard either in June or
November.

Bill Palatucci
Republican National Committeeman

Westfield

Questioning police behavior in
Westfield is not one of your paper’s
strengths, but it should be. Here is an
issue I believe deserves airing. I hope
this letter will be accepted and might
generate some reflection.

I have noticed for many months
now that the Westfield police blotter
in your paper is dominated by police
reports of motorists being pulled over
and arrested because the car owner
has an “outstanding warrant,” typi-
cally as a result of an unpaid traffic or
parking ticket from another town.
Readers can turn to that section of
your paper and see for themselves.
WPD officers routinely check license
plates on their patrol car computer
screens as they sit and observe traffic
or patrol the streets. A person may be
shopping in town, or on her way to
work, or going to visit a friend, and
the police will run her license plate
and see that there is an active warrant.
At that point, the individual will be
arrested and placed in custody pend-
ing bail.

The thing about arrest warrants is
that the individual frequently does
not know that the warrant is even out
there. The police in the place where it
was issued do not always call to tell
you, or send you notification in the
mail.

A police officer’s visual inspection

of a license plate or random com-
puter check of the vehicle registra-
tion has been determined to be con-
stitutional, because there is no expec-
tation of privacy in a car’s computer
records or license plate.

So this police activity is not unlaw-
ful, but is it who we want to be? It
appears to arise from a deliberate
WPD policy that officers are required
to implement. Is targeting ordinary
citizens in this fashion, apparently
for the purpose of raising revenue,
what Westfield residents want our
police force to be doing? Is it okay
that random stops by police and hard-
core enforcement has become the
norm in a town that prides itself on
sense-of-community and quality of
life? Should the merchants in town
be up in arms because potential cus-
tomers are afraid a visit might end in
trauma? Is this mis-use of technol-
ogy by WPD to interfere and disrupt
people’s lives?

I have my own strong opinion, it’s
clear. I hope others, including the
mayor, the council and the chief, will
at least reflect on whether what we
seem to have become in the realm of
police actions and activity in general,
coincides with the values we other-
wise aspire to.

Christopher FitzPatrick
Westfield

As you may know, a group of
Project ’79 students will be traveling
to the Dominican Republic this sum-
mer for the fourth time to complete
the construction of a school/medical
clinic/clean water distribution point,
all of which are needed in a very poor
community just north of Santo
Domingo. This has been a long-term
service project in conjunction with
the Foundation for Peace, an organi-
zation that works in the Dominican
Republic, Haiti and Kenya. Each of
the 21 students planning to go on this
trip is responsible for raising over
$1,600.

Our major fundraiser for this
summer’s trip will be a silent auction
on Wednesday, June 11, at 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome to visit the event in

the large cafeteria of Westfield High
School. We are reaching out to the
Westfield community in hopes that
residents could possibly make a do-
nation to the auction. Baskets (per-
haps with a theme item), season tick-
ets, your time in the form of a session
of your ability (music lessons, per-
sonal training, tax preparation, etc.),
or any other cool goods or services
would be greatly appreciated. If you
think you can help us out or know
someone that can, please contact us.
We really appreciate the support as
always! For more on Project ’79 news
and updates, visit
project79.tumblr.com.

Matthew Boyle
WHS Project ’79 Class of 2013

Westfield

True to The Spirit Of ‘McCarthyism’
From Which It Sprang

Sound the alarm! Put out an A.P.B.!
The Town (Westfield) must be put on
the alert. A citizen with an “agenda”
was uncovered at the last Council
meeting.

I finished pointing out the obvious
to the Council: you can’t reduce the
number of firemen and still claim no
impact to public safety. Mr. Arena, in
his authoritarian manner, announced
to all that I had (let’s hear a drum roll)
an “agenda.”

What could I do? I’m not allowed
to rebut the pronouncements of Coun-
cilmen made after I leave the mike. I
just had to sit there and wait with
everyone else to hear the justification
for this accusation of such vile be-
havior by me.

True to the spirit of the
“McCarthyism” from which it sprang,
the accusation of “having an agenda”
just hung there. Obviously, in Mr.
Arena’s mind, speaking against the
Council is evidence of evil “per se”
and no explanation is needed. The
criticism itself proves the existence
of the “agenda.” Why should he be
required to give us evidence of the

evil?
I had proved my guilt by criticism

of the Council. My evil motive was
obvious and thus worthy of what has
become the habit of the Council: ac-
cuse the critic. Forget what he says,
just accuse and insult. I guess having
an “Agenda” falls somewhere be-
tween Hester Prynne’s scarlet “A”
and Senator McCarthy’s “Commu-
nist Party.”

I have been uncovered. I might as
well confess. My “agenda” includes
a deep desire for the Council to tell
the truth and to treat its critics with
respect. If the Council wants to make
any comment to or about a critic, do
so, but allow that critic to respond.

It is cowardly and rude to wait until
your target cannot respond to make
your comment. If you must, ask the
critic to remain at the mike and then
tell him/her factually where his error
is. Inane comments like “Mr. Blake
has an agenda” are out of place and
below what should be the dignity of
the Council.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Killigrew – Cornish crow with red

feet and beak
2. Tumbeki – A kind of Persian to-

bacco
3. Deinous – Arrogant; haughty
4. Strabismus – Cross-eyed

PLESSOR
1. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
2. A small hammer with a soft head
3. A roof prop used in a coal mine
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning

sea turtles
PLEURENCHYMA

1. The cellular tissue which is the chief
constituent of wood

2. In botany and zoology, having very
small crevices or cracks

3. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
4. In botany, having a sticky, moist

surface
DELENDA

1. An astringent or repellent
2. Uselessness; of little or no value
3. Things to be blotted out or erased
4. Untidy or dirty

TYLARUS
1. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
2. The hip or hip joint
3. A drink resembling mead, com-

posed of wine and honey, drunk by the
ancient Greeks

4. One of the callous pads on the un-
derside of the toes of birds

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MS BOE May Have It Right,
Teachers’ Pay Is A State Problem

Last week, the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion told the teachers’ union that the argument
about money and their salaries should be with the
state, not Mountainside. As the BOE pointed out,
Mountainside sent $15 million in income tax to
the state and only got back about $1 million for
school funding. On the other hand, towns like
Elizabeth and Plainfield get hundreds of millions
of dollars from the state without contributing even
close to such amounts.

The unfair funding situation is similar in other
local towns such as Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Summit. Westfield, about four times the size of
Mountainside, must then be sending about $60
million to the state while receiving back only
about $4 million in school support. All these
towns also care very keenly for the taxpayers’
money. The cost of education is among the lowest
in the state on a per student basis. Most impor-
tantly, the education received is among the best in
the state (and nation).

Where the state splashes money around hoping
that something good will happen with education,
one finds that the cost per student is the highest —
and the learning of the students is among the
lowest. We know the money doesn’t go to educa-
tion. It gets sucked up like a sponge by others
feeding from the trough — or is wasted on “feel
good,” ineffectual programs.

Although often attributed to Albert Einstein or
Benjamin Franklin, wasn’t it quoted from a Rita
Mae Brown mystery novel, “Sudden Death,” that
the definition of insanity is doing the same thing
over and over and expecting a different outcome?

Ever since the New Jersey Supreme Court got
into the legislative business, the operational af-
fairs of the state have spiraled into disarray; no
example is more vivid than the Abbott School
Funding ruling of 1975. Prior to that, since 1875,
New Jersey operated according to its constitution,
which requires the Legislature to establish a sys-
tem of “thorough and efficient education.”

Do you remember when there was no state
income tax? According to the Abbott Timeline by
the Education Law Center in Newark: April 1973,
the New Jersey Supreme Court rules that heavy
reliance on property taxes for education discrimi-
nates against poor districts. In July, the Supreme
Court shuts down the public schools for eight days
because the Legislature failed to fund the new

formula. The first New Jersey state income tax is
then enacted.

In 1985, the New Jersey Supreme Court rules
the state must assure urban children an education
enabling them to compete with their suburban
peers. In June 1990, the New Jersey Supreme
Court requires the state to provide extra programs
to “wipe out disadvantages as much as a school
district can.”

In May 1997, the New Jersey Supreme Court
orders state officials to immediately increase fund-
ing for urban schools to parity with suburban
schools plus provide supplemental programs along
with determining facility needs in urban districts.

In May 1998, the New Jersey Supreme Court
orders unprecedented entitlements for urban school
children. In May 2005, New Jersey Supreme
Court directs the state to “ensure that full funding
is available” for preschool programs for 3- and 4-
year-olds in New Jersey’s Abbott districts.

In July 2008, Governor Jon Corzine signs legis-
lation to provide $2.9 billion in state financing for
Abbott school facilities.

With billions of dollars down the drain and often
unaccounted for, are we not perpetuating a failed
system after decades of doing the same thing over
and over again? Is this not a system that rewards
failure and punishes success? Results have not
improved, only the system of measuring in hopes
to “normalize” the outcome.

Presumably, everyone wants the best possible
outcome for the education of all our children. But
the system we’re using is just not getting the job
done; we’re falling behind others in the world.

If the courts want to stay in the legislative
business (which is unconstitutional by the way),
perhaps the courts should order school districts to
spend the money received effectively — and to get
results. Then, the teachers’ union could work
together to see what that means, how to get the job
done and how to divide the taxpayers’ money
fairly to their contracts based on results achieved
in education.

Somehow, if things like this were to happen with
the focus on education success, not education
failure, there would be less spending on counter-
productive studies such as “English as a Second
Language.” Property tax would level out and more
of our children would get a “thorough and effi-
cient education.” Isn’t this the goal?

Click It or Ticket
Applies to Pets Too

Dogs who ride on their owners'
laps or hang out the window of a
moving vehicle are not only in dan-
ger of hurting themselves and their
human family members, but can be
the cause of big fines and penalties.
Improperly restrained dogs and other
pets in moving cars are among the
leading causes of distracted driving
in the country. Several furry friends
were at Overpeck County Park Dog
Run in Leonia on Wednesday to help
illustrate this important safety mes-
sage and model appropriate safety
restraints.

Raymond Martinez, Chief
NJ Motor Vehicle Commission

ARE THERE FIDO
SEAT BELTS?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Learn About the Military Service Academies
WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) will hold his annual
“Service Academy Information Fair”
for Seventh Congressional District
high school students on Saturday,
June 2, at Raritan Valley Community
College. At the event, from noon to 2
p.m. on Saturday, June 2, at the
Raritan Valley Community College
(Conference Center) located at 118
Lamington Road in Branchburg, in-
terested students can meet directly
with academy officials to learn more
about the admissions process.

Representatives from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, the
United States Naval Academy, the

Air Force Academy, the Merchant
Marine Academy and the Coast Guard
Academy are expected to participate.
Additionally, representatives from
Mr. Lance’s congressional staff will
be available to answer questions from
students about the nominating pro-
cess.  To receive the highly competi-
tive appointments to a service acad-
emy, all students must first receive a
nomination from their Congressman,
Senator or the Vice-President of the
United States.

Students with questions should call
Brad Myhre in the Congressman’s
office at (908) 788-6900 for more
information.

Fanwood Concert Could Become A
Tradition for Memorial Day

Commentary

A new tradition may have begun in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood commu-
nity with the inaugural Memorial Day
“A tribute to Fallen Heroes” concert
on the lawn of Fanwood’s north side
train station. The Community Band
of Westfield, celebrating its 100th
anniversary, put on a patriotic perfor-
mance Sunday night lasting nearly
two hours and featuring all the popu-
lar traditional patriotic hymns as well
as those recognizing the United States
Armed Forces.

The concert, first discussed a year
ago, was made possible by donations
from local veterans groups, busi-
nesses, civic leaders and individuals.
The concert featured a stirring as-
semble of patriotic music such as the

“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “My
Country, ‘Tis of Thee,” “Salute to the
Armed Services,” and “The Stars &
Stripes Forever.” Attendees tapped
their feet and waved American flags
during the performance.

Veterans from the Vietnam War,
Persian Gulf War and Iraq War read a
letter from a mother of a Vietnam
veteran killed while serving his coun-
try as well as letters written by veter-
ans to their families prior to their
deaths.

We hope this concert, held the night
prior to the Memorial Day parades,
becomes an annual tradition in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood community
as its sets the stage for the true mean-
ing of Memorial Day.


