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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

County Clerk’s Open Sat.
For Primary Mail-In Ballots

REGION — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi will open her offices
in Elizabeth and Westfield this Satur-
day, June 2, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., for
voters seeking last-minute mail-in
ballots for the Tuesday, June 5, Pri-
mary Election.

The office in Elizabeth at the Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
and the office in Westfield,  300 North
Avenue East, will be open as a public
service for those voters who choose
the Vote-By-Mail option for the Pri-
mary Election.

“Every voter should have the op-
portunity to cast his or her ballot in
the Primary Election for federal,
county and municipal offices,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “We want to ensure that
even those who have a last-minute
change of plans can have a chance to
vote.”

Sample ballots for the Primary
Election in each Union County mu-
nicipality may be viewed by going to
the County Clerk’s website at
ucnj.org/ctyclerk.

“By opening the Elizabeth office
on the Saturday before the Primary
Election, as we have done for the past
16 years, along with the Westfield
office, which has regular Saturday
hours throughout the year, we hope
to assist those citizens whose work
schedules or other commitments keep
them from applying during the work
week,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Voters will be able to drop off their
completed mail-in ballot, formerly
known as an absentee ballot, at the
Union County Clerk’s offices in Eliza-
beth and Westfield. This option al-
lows voters to pick up their ballots,
vote in privacy and deposit them in a
secured lockbox – all at the same
office through 3 p.m. on Monday,
June 4.

“Voters used to pick up absentee
ballots at the clerk’s office and then
had to drive across town to deliver
them to the Board of Elections,” the
county clerk said. “This option makes
voting more accessible, particularly
for senior citizens.”

Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox under the control of
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, who will collect them for count-
ing.

The County Clerk’s office has pro-
cessed more than 2,500 mail-in bal-
lots to date for the Primary Election
and expects the number to exceed
4,000 by Primary Day.

To obtain a Vote-By-Mail applica-
tion voters may download the form at
ucnj.org/vote-by-mail/, but they must
bring the completed application to
either of the County Clerk’s offices
on Saturday, June 2, between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m., or on Monday, June 4,
before 3 p.m. For more information,
please contact the County Clerk’s
office at (908) 527-4996.
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Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER
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Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
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WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians
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 JUNE 2012 EVENTS  
AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sunday 

Closed Friday, June 8 for Staff Training Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for registration information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for registration information) 

6/1  1:30 pm TGIF! Queen Elizabeth (video) 

6/6  7:00 pm Health Benefits of Culinary Herbs & Spices 

6/12 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word 

6/12  7:00 pm Computer Class: Business & Finance Sources  

6/13  7:00 pm World of Music: Linda Ipanema 

6/15  1:30 pm TGIF! The Best of Ed Sullivan (video) 

6/18 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: The First Grader (English) 

6/20  7:00 pm The Case of the Unknown Woman–author talk 

6/22  1:30 pm TGIF! Tom Hanks (video) 

6/25 2 & 6:30 Foreign Film: Laila’s Birthday (Arabic) 

6/27  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club–The Night Circus 

6/29  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Sleepless in Seattle 

6/2 10:30 am Zumbatonic! Ages 2+ All in Spanish 

6/2, 9 1:00 & 2:30 pm Study Skills for grades 4 (1:00) and 7 (2:30) 

6/16 10:30 am Grupo ñ: Spanish Storytime–up to 6 yrs 

6/19  3:00 pm Field Station Dinosaurs–pre & elmt’y schoolers 

6/20, 21, 22  2:00 pm Creativity Games for grades K-5 

6/26 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddler up to age 3) 

6/26  1:30 pm Talk about Nightime-stories for ages 4+  

Bramnick ‘Janet’s Law’
Passed By Assembly

TRACKING SOLAR POWER...Union County Freeholders Angel Estrada and
Bette Jane Kowalski, right, unveil a computer kiosk that tracks the progress of the
newly installed solar panel arrays at Union County College in Cranford as College
President Margaret McMenamin cuts a green ribbon officially marking the occasion.
Union County College is now equipped with a complete set of solar panel arrays on
the roof of each building on the Cranford campus. The solar panel project is part of
the Union County Improvement Authority’s Renewable Energy Program..

TRENTON — Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), known as “Janet’s Law,”
which would require New Jersey pub-
lic and nonpublic schools to be
equipped with an automated external
defibrillators (AED), was approved
May 24 by the General Assembly.
The bill would require schools to
establish emergency action plans for
responding to sudden cardiac events
and training for school officials and
coaches on how to operate an AED.

Mr. Bramnick’s bill (A-1608) is
named for Janet Zilinski, an 11-year-
old from Warren, who collapsed and
died due to sudden cardiac arrest in
August, 2006. The Assembly Appro-
priations Committee released the bill
by unanimous vote on May 21.

“Janet’s Law will help save lives,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “There are many
first-hand accounts of students and ath-
letes who were revived because an
AED was accessible and trained people
were on-site to properly use the defibril-
lator. Tragedies such as Janet’s can be
averted if a plan of action is in place. I
thank [Assembly] Speaker [Sheila]
Oliver for posting this bill so that no
family will have to endure the heart-
ache the Zilinski’s are experiencing.”

Under Mr. Bramnick’s bill, public
school districts and nonpublic schools
would have to ensure that an AED is
made available in an unlocked location
on school property beginning Septem-
ber 1, 2014. The AED would have to be
accessible during the day and any time
a school-sponsored athletic event or
team practice is taking place. Also in-
cluded in the approved legislation is
the requirement that a team coach,
athletic director or other designated
staff member, who is present during
an athletic event or team practice, be
trained in cardio-pulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) and certified in how to
properly operate an AED.

Wakefern Breaks Ground
For New Warehouse in Eliz.
ELIZABETH — Wakefern Food

Corp. Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer Joseph Colalillo, New Jersey
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno,
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan and Elberon Development
Co. LLC’s executives broke ground
on Elberon’s new warehouse and dis-
tribution center for Wakefern Food
Corp. on May 23 at 600 York Street in
Elizabeth.

“Wakefern and Elberon have been
solid partners with the City of Eliza-
beth for more than 50 years,” re-
marked Mayor Bollwage. “This ex-
citing expansion opens a new chapter
in our relationship and demonstrates
our commitment to job retention and
creation for our residents, innova-
tion, and Elizabeth’s business com-
munity.”

The county assisted in passing
through $44 million in Federal stimu-
lus bond financing to spark the
project. The 524,000 square-foot,
temperature-controlled facility re-
places the former Wakefern grocery
warehouse built in the 1950s, and
increases storage capabilities by more
than 58 percent.

“Once completed, this new ware-
house is going to remind the entire

region about the great advantages
Union County has for doing busi-
ness,” Freeholder Sullivan said.

In addition to the expanded square
footage, this new site will feature 36-
foot high ceilings increasing the stor-
age space significantly compared to
the industry-standard of 20 feet. Pro-
jected to bring more than 150 perma-
nent jobs to the city, the facility will
distribute non-perishable food prod-
ucts to ShopRite stores across six
states beginning in November 2013.

“Wakefern has a longstanding part-
nership with Elberon, operating ware-
house and distribution capabilities
from this location in Elizabeth for 50
years. Continuing this partnership
with the construction of this new fa-
cility will allow us to better serve our
stores and our millions of ShopRite
customers,” Mr. Colalillo said.

“Wakefern’s investment in a new
warehouse and distribution center is
yet further evidence that the New
Jersey Comeback is underway,” New
Jersey Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno said. “Working coopera-
tively with Wakefern to meet their
business needs, we successfully se-
cured the retention of it 345 ware-
house jobs in New Jersey and look
forward to the potential creation of
an additional 350 new jobs associ-
ated with this project. This is the
type of government New Jerseyans
want, government that works con-
structively with business to grow
our economy and create jobs for
New Jerseyans.”

Libertarians Pick
Johnson for President

LAS VEGAS – The Libertarian Party
has nominated former New Mexico
Governor Gary Johnson for president.

Mr. Johnson was declared the
party’s nominee after he won 70 per-
cent percent of the vote in the first
round of balloting by the 595 del-
egates of the National Libertarian
Convention held at the Red Rock
Resort in Las Vegas, NV. His closest
challenger, R. Lee Wrights of Texas,
finished second with 25 percent of
the ballots.

In his acceptance speech, Mr.
Johnson promised to present a clear
and viable alternative to major party
candidates, saying his victory in No-
vember would offer Americans ef-
fective solutions to slow economic
growth, high unemployment and end-

less foreign military commitments that
sap the country’s financial strengths.

“I am convinced that Gary Johnson
will be an exceptional candidate, and
a very successful president,” said Lib-
ertarian Party Chairman Mark Hinkle.
“The major parties offer Americans
only one solution: Bigger govern-
ment. Libertarians will show voters
how we can make government small
while dramatically increasing jobs,
lowering taxes, and scaling back gov-
ernment debt.”

 Mr. Johnson had initially been a
candidate in Republican Primaries
for president.

Additional information about the
2012 Libertarian National Conven-
tion can be found at
www.LibertyWillWin.com.

NEWEST BRANCH…Northfield Bank held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its
newest branch, 828 South Avenue, Westfield, on May 9. Northfield also made a
donation to Imagine, the Center for Coping Loss, the Westfield Foundation, and
the Westfield Board of Education science program.

Christie Looks to
Reappoint Espinosa

TRENTON — Governor Christie
last week filed notice to withdraw the
nomination of his former attorney
general, Paula Dow, as a Superior
Court judge in Essex County and
instead nominate her as a Superior
Court judge in Burlington County.

The governor announced his intent
to reappoint Superior Court Judge
Marianne Espinosa of Summit to the
Union County bench, and Superior
Court Judge Michael Guadagno of
Monmouth Beach to the Monmouth
County bench. He is the husband of
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno.

The Governor’s nominations are
subject to the advice and consent of
the State Senate.

Assembly OKs Bill to
Increase Min. Wage

TRENTON – The state Assem-
bly has approved legislation (A-
2162) to increase New Jersey’s
hourly minimum wage rate from
$7.25 per hour to $8.50 as of July
1, 2012. The  46-33 vote was along
party lines with Democrats sup-
porting the measure and Republi-
cans opposed.

Starting in calendar year 2013,
the legislation calls for the mini-
mum wage to be adjusted annually
based on any increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI), with the
adjustment taking effect on July 1 of
each year.

Bill Would End Paid
Leave for Union Work
TRENTON – Legislation that

would end the practice of union offi-
cials being paid tens of millions of
tax dollars for non-public work has
been introduced by state Senator Kip
Bateman (R-16, Somerset).

The bill would implement recom-
mendations urged by this month’s
State Commission of Investigation
(SCI) report that detailed $30 million
in tax dollars in a five-year period
were wasted on salaries, medical ben-
efits, transportation and equipment
for public-sector labor representa-
tives on paid release to conduct union
business. The bill specifies the  con-
ditions under which the state, its coun-
ties, its municipalities, independent
authorities, school districts and higher
education institutions could grant
unpaid or paid leave for union offi-
cials to conduct work for labor orga-
nizations.


