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GARWOOD - Less than two
months after United States Ma-
rine Corporal Greg Caron, 26,
lost his lower legs and a finger,
and broke his collarbone, when
he stepped on an improvised
explosive device (IED) while
clearing a Taliban compound in
Afghanistan on November 12,
2011, he took his first steps in
prosthetic legs.

His friend and team leader dur-
ing their one-year tour in the Iraq
War in 2008/2009, Garwood Po-
lice Officer P.J. Lewis, started a
campaign locally to raise funds to
help Cpl. Caron pay for the costs
the veteran’s insurance does not
cover, such as ramps at a new
home he and his wife, Tina, are
moving into in Ellington, Conn.
Mr. Caron said it could also go
towards a lightweight wheelchair
to use during his gym workouts or
a therapy pool at his home.

Local PBA 117 gave a donation
and sponsored the “Help for Greg”
fundraiser held Thursday night at
The Westwood in Garwood. Of-
ficer Lewis’ effort was expounded
by residents, such as Anne
Leonard handing out fliers for the
“Help for Greg” fundraiser, and
his fellow police officers mention-
ing it to residents at the Borough
Hall, demonstrating Garwood’s
strong sense of community.

“Help for Greg” packed the
house at The Westwood and as of
Tuesday, unofficial results of the
fundraiser show that $15,000 to
$20,000 was raised. Garwood’s
benefit was one of many
fundraisers held in different
places to help Cpl. Caron.

“Having support here in New
Jersey means so much, words can’t
explain. To have all of these people
come here and support me – they
don’t even know who I am – says

enough,” Cpl. Caron told The
Westfield Leader at the event.

Today, Cpl. Caron is focused on
rehabilitation at the Walter Reed
National Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md. “When I go out in
public I keep my wheelchair at
home because it forces me to walk
with my prosthetics and get used
to them. I still feel pain. The only
way I am going to get used to it is
to use them every day,” he said.

“We get an hour of physical
therapy every day. My therapist
spends an hour with me but it
doesn’t mean I stop there. I spend
at least two to three hours in the
gym every day. That is
weightlifting, balancing,
strengthening, everything you
can possibly think of to teach
yourself to walk again. You have
to make that commitment, oth-
erwise you are not going to get
anywhere. An hour a day isn’t
enough,” he continued.

All that hard work is paying off
as evidenced last month when he
finished the handcycle race of
the Boston Marathon, complet-
ing the course in 1:58:49. Of-
ficer Lewis told The Leader that
Cpl. Caron hopes to run the Bos-
ton Marathon. “He is an inspira-
tion,” he said.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - The Cranford Plan-
ning Board on May 2 adopted an
ordinance amending its Master
Plan to include a Housing Element
and a Fair Share Plan. The move
was the first step in complying
with a court order issued by state
Superior Court Judge Lisa F.
Chrystal on December 20, 2011.
The court order was issued in
response to a builder’s remedy
suit brought against the township
by Cranford Development Asso-
ciates, L.L.C., a subsidiary of the
S. Hekemian Group of Paramus.

The board’s vote was unani-
mous, although two board mem-
bers recused themselves from
the vote.

“I’ve been involved in conser-
vation since 1986. In 1992, I
sued the township and the De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection. I’m concerned about
open space, the school system,
and traffic. If I voted, I might
jeopardize the board’s ability to
move forward,” board member
John Hredin said.

Rita Labrutta, another board
member, said she has “been so
vocal about this issue, that I
doubt that I could be objective in
my vote.”

Prior to the vote, members of
the public voiced their opposi-
tion to the amendment and, in
particular, to the development of
360 housing units on Birchwood
Avenue by Cranford Development
Associates, which would include
some units designated for mod-
erate- and low-income housing.
Cranford’s ordinance would re-
zone Birchwood Avenue from a
commercial zone to a residen-
tial/commercial zone.

Local residents vigorously op-
posed to the ordinance claimed
the area could not sustain the
new development and cited the
flooding damage caused by Hur-
ricane Irene, where both the

storm and sanitary sewers backed
up into area homes.

“We have a massive flooding
problem, but we have to comply
with the court order,” board mem-
ber Kevin Illing said.

Mayor David Robinson re-
minded the public that, “Cranford
must comply with the court order
before the township can appeal
the judge’s decision. This way,
we are protected.”

Board member Lynda Feder
added, “I agree with you, we
were all affected. It was a hor-
rible experience. It isn’t that we
take this lightly, but our legal
advisers tell us we must do this.
…We are not voting in favor of
this project (Birchwood Develop-
ment). We are following the law
in order to get to the next step.”

The board’s professional planner,
Peter Van der Kooy, said the Hous-
ing Element is a policy document.

“It provides a policy on housing
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HELP FOR GREG…Garwood Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local 117
Civic Association sponsored a fundraiser dinner at The Westwood in Garwood
for Marine Corporal Greg Caron, left, who lost both his legs, a finger and broke
his collarbone from an IED while serving in Afghanistan. He is pictured with
Garwood Police Officer P.J. Lewis, Corporal Caron’s team leader when they
served in the Iraq War. A portion of the proceeds went to the Caron family to
pay bills and to build a handicap ramp.

and a vision for future develop-
ment, and provides an analysis,
the number of units, and a brief
view of demographics and em-
ployment statistics, all based on
the 2010 Census data. The Hous-
ing Element addresses affordable
housing to be 360 units, of which
54 are to be moderate or low
(incomes). The unit numbers are in
ratio to the area median income, all
designed to bring Cranford in com-
pliance with the Fair Share Plan,”
Mr. Van der Kooy said.

“This aspect of the ordinance
regulates how each project would
be constructed,” he said.

Officials said the Housing Ele-
ment is above and beyond
whether or not 235 Birchwood
Avenue is ever developed, and
protects Cranford from court and
state sanctions. They said the
goal of total compliance is com-
plete development on a project-
by-project basis by 2018.
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