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Eleven division records took a
bow at the Union County
Watchung Conference girls track
& field championships in Berke-
ley Heights on May 11-12. In the
end, the Union High School Lady
Farmers broke four division
records and edged the Cranford
Cougars, who broke three
records, 137-130, for the title.

The Westfield Blue Devils fin-
ished third at 82.5, ahead of the
defending champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who
broke two meet records at 81.5.
Elizabeth took fifth at 38, fol-
lowed by Plainfield at 20 and
Linden at 8.

Raider Erin Pierce set a division
record in the 1,600 meters, cross-
ing in 5:13.94, to beat the old
record of 5:15 set by Nicole Har-
ris of Rahway in 2010. Pierce ran
well ahead of the pack until Blue
Devil Kaitlyn Johnson began to
challenge midway through the
third lap. Johnson crossed sec-
ond in 5:16.96, followed by
Raider Evelyn Logie at 5:28.69.
Blue Devil Johanna Mermer fin-
ished fifth at 5:30.54, followed
by Raider Jodie Cornwell at
5:33.86.

“I ran against Kaitlyn in a dual
meet a couple of weeks ago. I ran
a 5:15. The first three laps she
was right on my shoulder, and
the last lap I said, ‘lets go’. This
time I decided to go a little harder
and see if she would respond to
that. With about 600 to go, I
thought I heard her coming, so
started to do a better kick. We
have been working on my finish-
ing. I always try to give it all I
have,” Pierce explained.

“My aim was to get my split as
low as possible. I had my coaches
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telling me my splits. I had a
5:16.9 and that is my PR. My
fastest time before that was
5:23,” Johnson explained.

Pierce had her work cut out for
her in the 800. Although she
finished in 2:18.92, topping her
own division record of 2:19.78
set last year, she just could not
keep up with the strong kick of
Farmer Jen Edobi, who crossed
first with a record time of 2:15.32.
Johnson finished third at 2:21.1,
followed by Blue Devils Amanda
Marcotullio at 2:21.69 and Ellie
Callinan at 2:24.22, and Cougar

Megan Byrnes at 2:26.72.
“My plan was to get out as far

as I could. Maybe tire her out a
little bit, but she stayed right on
me. I know she has a fabulous
kick and I am working towards
that. She is a very good competi-
tor. I like going against her,”
Pierce said.

Pierce also finished first in the
3,200 with a time of 12:06.95,
followed by Mermer at 12:14.67.
Blue Devil Erica Fischer finished
fifth at 12:41.49.

Cougar Bryanna Grant broke
two division records. The first

was in the pole vault when she
cleared 10-0. Raider Ebony Hill
took second at 8-6, followed by
Blue Devils Devin Mai at 8-6, Ida
Chen at 8-0 and Alex Kapadia at
8-0. Cougar Ashley McGuire was
sixth at 7-6. Grant also broke the
division record in the triple jump
with a distance of 37-2. Team-
mates Regine Hunter at 35-8.5
and Gilliam Burke at 35-8.5
placed 2-3 respectively. Raiders
Leah Salituro at 33-6 and Chris-
tine Miklas at 33-1.5 placed 5-6,
respectively.

Grant also took top honors in

the high jump with a height of 5-
0. Blue Devil Callinan took third at
4-10. Hunter took fifth at 4-10,
followed by Blue Devil Sophia
DeVita and Raider Christine
Charles, who tied for sixth at 4-6.

With only a few weeks of con-
centrated effort in the long jump
event, Burke found herself in a
real battle with Raider Charles,
who had the best leap of 17-6.5
in the qualifying round.

“Her best jump she went 17-11
[early in the year]. Right now
she’s in first with the finals still to
come. She is getting in that area
where we would like to see her
get the 18 in the finals. That
would put her in the state scene,”
Raider jumps coach Dan Doherty
said.

Burke, however, had other
ideas and won the event with a
division-record leap of 17-11 on
her last attempt. Charles took
second at 17-9.25. Miklas took
sixth at 16-2.75.

“It was weird getting used to
compared to triple jump, but I
think I like it a lot more now. You
use all your power. It was really
good that it was close, because it
kept me motivated. I kept getting
better each jump,” Burke said.

Cougar Rebecca Shimonov
leapt an incredible 17-11 on her
first jump but, unfortunately,
fouled. After fouling her second
time, she became a little too shy
and took off about a foot before
the board.

“It got me so excited, I literally
PRed by 10 inches. I fouled then
I fouled. The last time, I was way
back. It didn’t work out. We still
have two meets left definite. So
hopefully I can do it again,”
Shimonov said.

The Cougars and the Raiders
harvested an abundance of team
points in the field events. Raider
Sam Renfree set a division record
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TRYING TO MAINTAIN THE LEAD…Raider Erin Pierce tries to maintain her lead during the first lap of the 800
meters at the Union County Conference meet in Berkeley Heights.
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