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Laughs Served Liberally at WCP’s
Don’t Dress for Dinner

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - Don’t Dress for
Dinner, now playing at the Westfield
Community Players Theatre, is si-
multaneously on Broadway in
Roundabout’s production at the
American Airlines Theatre. But why
trek into the city when you can see a
delightful, professional rendition of
the same show in your own backyard
this weekend?

Set in the French countryside in the
1960s, the plot centers around a ro-
mantic weekend rendezvous between
Bernard (A.J. Liana) and his mistress
Suzette (Erica Flory) while his wife
Jacqueline (Laura Casey) goes to her
mother’s house. Bernard has arranged
for a French gourmet chef Suzanne
(Christine Laydon) to cook and serve
dinner. Bernard’s friend, Robert
(Timothy McGovern), will be at the
house to serve as his alibi. But when
Jacqueline finds out that Robert will
be visiting for the weekend, she can-
cels the trip so she can be with him,
her secret lover.

Like every good farce, there are
hidden identities, slapstick and a slew
of surprises. In Don’t Dress for Din-
ner, infidelities, sexual innuendo,

double entendrés and lots of laughs
abound.

The comedy, written by Marc
Camoletti and adapted by Robin
Hawdon, is by the same author of
Boeing-Boeing. This show presents
the same two main characters of that
comedy, Robert and Bernard, who
are up to their old philandering tricks.
But Bernard is no longer a Parisian
bachelor juggling girlfriends. Now
he is a husband sneaking his glamor-
ous mistress into his country home.

There are inconsistencies and plot
holes in this play. Don’t even try to
figure out some of the convoluted lies
that are told by adulterous husbands
to wives and vice versa. Admittedly,
a farce can only work if the direction
and performances are real and honest
within an insane framework.

Westfield Community Players’ ren-
dition does work because of the tal-
ent of director Linda Correll and the
split-second timing and fast pace of
the actors. Paper thin space between
delivered lines makes it a nice, tight
comedy that runs two hours with a
15-minute intermission. In this show,
thankfully, there aren’t loads of slam-
ming doors, but there is a running gag
of trying to cover up what characters
are doing by pretending to swat flies
or squash insects.

Director Correll, a talented actor
herself, makes the most of the char-
acters’ physical comedy without over-
playing it. A swivel arm chair is used
twice to great effect and the walking
atop the couch twice as well. That’s
what farce is all about…finding the
physical absurdity of a situation and
going with it full out. And these ac-
tors do play it full out.

A.J. Liana’s Bernard is just sleazy
enough that we see him for the wea-
sel he is. Like the stereotyped well-
rehearsed used car salesman ready to
make an underhanded sale, Bernard
charmingly lies his way through the
evening. Mr. Liana uses vocal flex-
ibility and inflection to the max. His
razor-sharp repartee with Mr.
McGovern is like watching a profes-
sional tennis match with great vol-
leys.

Mr. McGovern, as Robert, uses his
face like silly putty contorting it while
trying to fit his lies into the stories
that his friend Bernard concocts.

While he squirms, fidgets and sweats,
we see his character’s mind racing,
trying to find an escape from the
tangled mess that has been woven
throughout the night.

Ms. Flory is deliciously cast as the
model/actress. Her drop dead gor-
geous looks could get her a cover of
any magazine. And the clothes and
jewelry she wears (thanks to cos-
tumes by Naomi Yablonsky and Doris
Dias) fit the role perfectly. Great act-
ing technique rounds out the picture
that she paints as a high-class glam-
orous mistress with an attitude. Speak-
ing of glamorous, Laura Casey could
easily fit the role of a model. With
looks and acting skills reminiscent of
Laura Linney, Ms. Casey easily ex-
presses the duality of her character
and plays both the loving wife and
playful mistress convincingly.

Christine Laydon in the role of the
French cook Suzanne isn’t always
French in her accent. But she pulls
off an impressive metamorphosis
from a plain Jane to a drunken glam-
our girl in a skin tight mini-skirt.

Brian Remo has a walk-on at the
end of the show as Suzanne’s blue
collar cockney-spouting husband,
George. With this small role, Mr.
Remo proves that there are no small
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READY FOR BED…The four main characters in Westfield Community Players’
Don’t Dress for Dinner don’t know who will bed whom. Robert (Timothy
McGovern), Suzette (Erica Flory) and Bernard (A.J. Liana) listen to Jacqueline
(Laura Casey) lay down the law.
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WHAT ARE YOU WEARING?
…Brian Remo as George confronts his
wife, Suzanne (Christine Laydon), on
why she’s wearing a skin tight dress
even though she, a French cook, is
there to prepare and serve the dinner.

roles because he is always memo-
rable. Farce is defined as “a theatrical
genre where humor is derived from
improbable coincidences and irratio-
nal behavior leading to frantic and
stressful situations.” There are plenty
of stressful situations for the charac-
ters in Don’t Dress for Dinner, but we
still leave theatre with smiles on our
faces.
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PHYSICAL CONFRONTATION...
Bernard (A.J. Liana) shows his best
friend Robert (Timothy McGovern)
what he’d do to a person who fooled
around with his wife. Little does he
know that Timothy has taken
Bernard’s wife as a lover. Don’t Dress
for Dinner continues at Westfield Com-
munity Players Friday and Saturday
nights at 8 p.m.

Area Teens Take Top Prizes
At Sewing Competition

SEW GREAT…Fabricland of North Plainfield hosted a design and sewing
competition based on the TV show Project Runway called Project Fabricland.
Joshua McKinley of Project Runway is shown with sewing competition winners,
pictured from left, Taylor Zucowsky, 13, of Scotch Plains, Julia Roe, 16, of
Basking Ridge, Lydia Seaman, 16, of Westfield and Ellery Ring, 15, of South
Plainfield.

NORTH PLAINFIELD — Taylor
Zucowsky, 13, of Scotch Plains and
Lydia Seaman, 16, of Westfield took
first place prizes in their age catego-
ries at Project Fabricland – a design
and sewing competition sponsored
by Fabricland of North Plainfield and
based on the TV show Project Runway.

Joshua McKinley, the finalist from
Project Runway Season 9, made an
appearance and handed out prizes to
the 25 competitors.

For the competition challenge, all
students were asked to create a de-
sign inspired by a movie. Taylor chose
“Pretty in Pink” and created a style
that reflected the film’s concept.
Taylor’s award-winning design – a
pink sheath dress accented with a
pink tulle overskirt, was made with a
McCall pattern. Lydia, whose design

was inspired by the movie “Murder
on the Orient Express” also selected
a McCall pattern and created a long
floral printed silk chiffon gown belted
at the waistline.

All contestants for Project
Fabricland had to qualify for the com-
petition by taking a series of sewing
classes before entering the 12 and
24-week programs. During this pro-
cess, each student conducted research,
created a design board, modified pat-
terns and constructed an outfit.

The show was held May 6 at the
North Plainfield High School and
was attended by over 200 people.
Money raised from ticket sales was
donated to The Valerie Fund, a New
Jersey organization that helps chil-
dren with cancer and blood disor-
ders.

WF Art Association to
Host Artist Weiss

WESTFIELD - Artist Cynthia Weiss
will demonstrate her book artistry at
the Westfield Art Association meeting
on Sunday, May 20, from 2 to 4 p.m. in
the Community Room at 425 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Cynthia Weiss is a painter, printmaker
and paper and book artist living in
Mountainside.

The meeting is open to the public
and is accessible by ramp for the dis-
abled. Refreshments will be served.

SP Summer Cultural Arts
Series Dates Announced

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and the Cultural
Arts Committee announced the dates
for the upcoming 2012 Cultural Arts
Concert Series.

The series will begin on July 12
and will continue on Thursday nights,
with the exception of Tuesday, Au-
gust 7, for National Night Out, through

August 16.
Each evening will feature a children’s

act beginning at approximately 6:30
p.m., followed by a musical perfor-
mance.

Dates for the series are as follows:
Thursday, July 12; Thursday, July 19;
Thursday, July 26; Thursday, August 2;
Tuesday, August 7, National Night Out
and Thursday, August 16.

Specific acts will be announced at a
future date and when released, can be
found on the township website located
at www.scotchplainsnj.com

All performances, including the
National Night Out festivities will take
place at the Alan Augustine Village
Green, located adjacent to the Munici-
pal Building at 430 Park Avenue.

Sponsorships are available for the
concert series for those who are inter-
ested. Benefits to sponsoring include
visibility during concerts in our VIP
area, potential signage during concert
activities, as well as featured within
print material.

For questions or more information
on the series or sponsoring, contact the
Scotch Plains Parks and Recreation
Dept. at (908) 322-6700 x 223.

WF Community Players
Announce 2012-13 Season

WESTFIELD - Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) is pleased to an-
nounce its 2012-13 season lineup pro-
ductions. WCP’s 77th year will fea-
ture The Fox on the Fairway, a com-
edy by Ken Ludwig; Dixie Swim Club,
a “dramedy” by Nicholas Hope, Jamie
Wooten and Jessie Jones; Proof, the
Drama Critic’s Award Winning and
Pulitzer Prize winning play by David
Auburn and Olympus on My Mind, a
musical by Grant Sturiale with book
and lyrics by Barry Harman, based
on a play by Henrich Von Kleist.

The Fox on the Fairway is a tribute
from Ken Ludwig (Lend Me A Tenor,
Moon Over Buffalo) to the great En-
glish farces of the 1930s and 1940s,
The Fox On the Fairway takes audi-
ences on a hilarious romp which pulls
the rug out from underneath the stuffy
denizens of a private country club.
Filled with mistaken identities, slam-
ming doors, and over-the-top roman-
tic shenanigans, it’s a furiously paced
comedy that recalls the Marx Broth-
ers’ classics.

Dixie Swim Club is a comedy-drama
about five southern women, whose
friendships began many years ago on
their college swim team, who set aside
a long weekend every August to re-
charge those relationships. Free from
husbands, kids and jobs, they meet at
the same beach cottage on North
Carolina’s Outer Banks to catch up,
laugh and meddle in each other’s lives.
Dixie Swim Club focuses on four of
those weekends and spans a period of
thirty-three years.

Proof is the winner of the 2001
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award for
Best Play. On the eve of her 25th
birthday, Catherine, a troubled young
woman, has spent years caring for her
brilliant but unstable father, a famous
mathematician. Now, following his
death, she must deal with her own
volatile emotions; the arrival of her
estranged sister, Claire; and the atten-
tions of Hal, a former student of her

father’s who hopes to find valuable
work in the 103 notebooks that her
father left behind. Over the long week-
end that follows, a burgeoning ro-
mance and the discovery of a mysteri-
ous notebook draw Catherine into the
most difficult problem of all: How
much of her father’s madness — or
genius — will she inherit?

Olympus on My Mind is set in Thebes
in ancient Greek times. Jupiter is bored
with life on Mount Olympus and de-
cides to have an affair with a mortal
woman, which turns out to be the
beneficent Princess Alcmene. How-
ever, she is happily married to General
Amphitryon, who is away fighting
battles. Jupiter concocts a plan to dis-
guise himself as the General, but when
Alcmene first meets the new general
she is apprehensive. Jupiter wins her
over with a depiction of the enchanted
evening that awaits her.

Directors and producers will be an-
nounced shortly, along with audition
dates for each of the productions.

WCP’s 77th season will begin in
October 2012 and run through May
2013.

For updates on these productions
and general information about
Westfield Community Players, visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org

Westfield Community Players is a
not-for-profit community theater.

Rialto Unveils Addams
Family Art Gallery

WESTFIELD – A new gallery of
Charles Addams cartoons will be dis-
played in the Digiplex Rialto Theater
of Westfield, a 90-year old institution
that was depicted in many of Addams’
best work for The New Yorker maga-
zine and elsewhere. The unveiling co-
incides with the 100th anniversary of
Addams’ birth and is a fund-raiser for
the Charles Addams Art Scholarship.

The creator of the famed The Addams
Family TV show and Broadway pro-
duction, Mr. Addams lived in Westfield
and attended Westfield High School.

The gallery inside the Digiplex Rialto
Theater lobby will depict copies of
many of Addams’ favorite cartoons.
There will be a series of cartoons, which
will be replaced periodically. Each will
be selected from a trove of over 1,300
Addams cartoons.

Charles Samuel Addams was born
on January 7, 1912 in Westfield.  They
moved several times before taking up
permanent residence in 1920 on Elm
Street and stayed there until 1947. He
worked at The New Yorker magazine
from 1940 until his death in 1988,
leaving behind over 1,300 cartoons.

For information on the Charles
Addams Art Scholarship contact Ron
MacCloskey at ronmac55@aol.com.

Book artistry by Cynthia Weiss

Antique Show-Sale
On Tap Saturday

CRANFORD – The second annual
Cranford Antique Show and Sale will
take place this Saturday, May 19, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, located at 201 Lin-
coln Avenue, East, in Cranford.

Merchandise will include fine an-
tiques featuring period furniture and
accessories, fine art, porcelain, sil-
ver, antique and vintage jewelry,
purses and toys, among other items.
Admission will be free to the public.


