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Blue Devil Laxmen
Beat Crusaders

Blue Devils Bury Farmers, 13-3, for 13th UCT Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. This captivating custom home beautifully
articulates the very best of architectural design with notable custom
amenities for today’s lifestyle. This distinctive residence has been
exquisitely renovated and reflects unsurpassed attention to detail with
an outstanding level of quality throughout. Set on a tranquil tree-lined
street, on a spectacular professionally landscaped .44 acre, yet moments
from schools, parks, shops, recreation and transportation. $649,900.

Holly

Cohen

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. This stately 10 room Colonial residence is set on
a tranquil cul-de-sac on a premium .44 acre in Berwyck Chase. The
home was the builders model and is loaded with value added, one of a
kind upgrades, built-ins and amenities. It was further customized to
include a heated and air conditioned skylight garden room for added
enjoyment. The community offers a pool and tennis courts. Private
busing is available to top rated elementary and middle schools. $729,000.

Nancy

Kronheimer

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 5/20 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub Zero
& Bosch appliances, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled backsplash.
Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting. Integrated audio
system in kitchen & throughout home. Bathrooms with custom tile work, top
of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers. Fabulous location on cul-
de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally landscaped private back
yard & custom paver patio. Directions: Grove St to Floral Court #5. $1,195,000.

Associate of the Month

Holly

Cohen

Holly Cohen
Top Units and Dollar Volume for the Month of April

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

RANCH

WESTFIELD. Spacious Ranch with generous closet space, hardwood
floors, CAC, fireplace in Living Room, huge basement with finished
Family Room, full bath, Laundry Room, Office/Bedroom and large
storage area-that could be finished. Den off kitchen with wood-
burning stove, entrance to garage and door to patio in back yard. Nice
open front porch and great size level yard. Westfield is noted for its top
rated schools and award-winning downtown. $539,000.

Jacqueline

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 5/20 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4 Bedrooms, 4 Full
Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom with Spa Like Bath and
Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and Loaded with Amenities: Hardwood
Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior Detailing, and Quality
Craftsmanship. Professionally landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car garage.
Convenient to Schools, Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the Park &
Pool. Directions: W Broad or South Ave to N Scotch Plains #310. $555,000.

The Magic No. 11 UCT title game
with all its numbers that add up to
11 can be found in the May 30,
2002 issue of The Westfield Leader
archives page 11.

The story on the UCT title No. 12
can be found in the May 25, 2006
issue of The Westfield Leader page
11 – www.goleader.com

Mike Murray was in his senior sea-
son. The Blue Devils defeated top-
seeded and defending champion
Roselle Catholic and premier pitcher
Nick Nolan, 9-0. Murray added the
final “bang” with a two-run shot over
the right-centerfield fence.

“Mike was [No.] 12, and Michael
said, ‘we won. It was a great game.
We really beat Roselle Catholic bad,
but I stunk the joint up until my last
at-bat. I knew a curveball was com-
ing. I sat and I drilled.’ And he did. He
hit an eight-foot laser beam over the

fence at Linden,” Coach Brewster
recalled.

“He told us all about it. We did the
same exact rituals that he did when he
won it when he was in high school,”
Blue Devil senior James O’Rourke
said.

Interestingly, UCT title No. 11 (the
magic No. 11 game) came in 2002
when Blue Devil hitting coach Jay
Cook was a senior. After a shaky start
on the mound, Cook retired 11 bat-
ters in a row and the Blue Devils
defeated AL Johnson, 7-4. Both UCT
victories 11 and 12 came at Memorial
Field in Linden.

“We have been very successful in

the county tournaments, because the
kids can rise to that occasion, and
they can play tough in a big ball
game. One of our attributes is we are
good in tough situations. Think about
in the last two years, we are 42-8.
Most of these kids were members of
both of those teams. They know what
it means to win. We were down, but
we kept plugging away and plugging
away, and good things happen,” Coach
Brewster said.

The Blue Devils got all nine of
their hits in that “Big Inning”, which

included two errors, a walk and a hit
batter, and winning pitcher Mike
Mondon was one of the leaders in that
barrage with a pair of singles and two
RBI.

“I guess this is just a lucky field.
Every time I am here, I find a way to
get hits. We came out slow the first
two innings, but we knew we have
been hitting well the past 10 games.
We knew it was going to start. It was
just a matter of time,” Mondon said.

O’Rourke (run scored, walk), who
ripped an RBI single in the inning,
said. “We don’t need to hit home runs
to score runs. We probably had one or
two hits that scored more than one

run. We kept chipping away with hits,
getting walks, getting on base and
scoring runs,” O’Rourke said.

O’Rourke was correct. Every bat-
ter in the lineup got either a hit, scored
a run or had an RBI. In that inning,
Mondon and Eric Demers had two-
run singles. Mike Coletta (2-for-3, 3
runs scored) singled, Matt Varakian
drilled an RBI double, catcher Mike
Ionta (2 runs scored) was hit by a
pitch, and Liam Devin singled and
added an RBI base-on-balls.

Brett Ryan, who finished 1-for-3,
with two runs scored and 2 RBI,
followed O’Rourke in that inning
with an RBI single.

“The inning before that, we had
the bases loaded, and we got one
run, and then Mondon shut them
down the next inning. That kept the
momentum going, and we just
jumped on top of them,” Ryan said.

Mondon had a shaky first two
innings, got high into the count and
yielded four of his five hits in the
first two innings; however, he
walked none, while striking out six.
In the meantime, Farmer pitcher
Devin Zimmerman was rolling
along facing only three batters in
each of the first two innings.

“Michael got tougher as the game
went on. He was behind in the count
a lot. Their kid was ahead in the
count a lot, but our kids got the bat
on the ball, and things started hap-
pening. We have kids, who will
make mistakes, but the next time
when they are in a key situation,
they come out and get a hit when
you need them,” Coach Brewster
said.

The Farmers scored once in the
bottom of the first when Denzell
Boyd singled, Jon Zimmerman
reached on a throwing error and
Nazir Barrett lofted an RBI sacri-
fice fly to right field. Two more
Farmers scored in the second when
Devin Zimmerman and Will

Sangster singled, and Boyd lined a
two-run single to center.

Afterwards, Mondon saw to it that
the Farmers went into a deep drought,
while the Blue Devils began to har-
vest runs beginning with Ryan’s RBI
sac fly in the third that scored Coletta.
After the bumper crop of 10 runs in
the fourth, the Blue Devils capital-
ized on two Farmer errors and Jon
Gribbin’s RBI sac fly to score twice
in the fifth.

Mondon fanned the first two Farm-
ers in the fifth then when Varakian
hauled in a liner to leftfield for the
third out, Blue Devils swarmed
Mondon. But Mondon added an of-

Blue Devil Golfers Capture
Conference, County Crowns
The Westfield High School golf team

nipped Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 335-
336, to claim the Watchung Division
of the Union County Conference
championship at the 18-hole Subur-
ban Golf Club in Union on May 8.
Governor Livingston (GL) placed third
at 342, New Providence (NP) took
fourth at 346, Cranford (C) was fifth at
353, Oratory (O) was sixth at 372,
Johnson (J) took seventh at 393, and
Dayton (D) finished eighth at 395.

GL Highlander Sean Keane won
the individual crown with a three-
over-par 74, followed by Ben Keller
(NP) at 77. Blue Devil Brad Lankler
shot a seven-over-par 78 (third best),
followed by teammate Ned Allen and
Cougar Kevin King at 79. Will Ahkao
(GL) took sixth at 81, followed by
Raiders Steve Pederson (82), David
Pak (83) and Alan Woodfield (84).
Connor Barry (NP), Don Koomar (O)

and Adam Kennedy (O) tied for 10th
at 86. Blue Devils Sam Baldwin shot
an 88 and Mark Hartzell shot a 90.

Summit Hilltoppers Andrew
Bowyer (79), Skyler Schlesinger (81),
Bob Moriarity (91) and Pat Beljan
(101) won the Mountain Division
with a total of 352. Union Catholic
too second at 380, and Union was
third at 444. Bowyer and Schlesinger
also placed 1-2 in the individuals.

Two days later, on May 10, at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield,
Lankler led the field with a two-over-
par 74 to also lead the Blue Devils to
their fifth straight Union County Tour-
nament championship with a 314
team total. Hartzell tied for second
with NP Pioneer Keller at 76. Blue
Devils Allen and Brett Ripperger each
shot an 82.

Governor Livingston finished sec-
ond with a 330 total and the Raiders
finished third with a total of 345.
Cougar Kevin King placed fourth
with a 77, followed by Schlesinger at
78. GL’s Keane and Kennedy (O) tied
for sixth at 81.

fensive celebratory tactic of his own
as he threw a perfect lateral drop on
Ionta when he charged the mound.

“I told him before the end, ‘you
better watch out after I get that last
out. I’m coming for you.’ Last year
with AJ Murray, I had no chance
taking him down. This year I had to
get him [Ionta]. Football, football,”
Mondon said.

“It feels great, because everyone
kind of doubted our team, because
we lost AJ [Murray] and [Danny]
Kerr. Now it’s like we are the team
that can do it even though we don’t
have those big players. Everyone
works together as a team,” Ryan said.
Westfield 001 (10) 2 13
Union 120    0 0 3

Three minutes into the third quar-
ter, Dyer, with the help of Bohrod,
notched his third goal. Manacia scored
midway through the quarter, but after
a key save from McHugh, the ball
sailed up field to Dyer, who assisted
DeVita on his third goal. Dyer then
assisted Fertig-Cohen on his second
goal then Crusader Lomeli found the
net to make the score, 10-4.

CJ Francisco scored less than 30
seconds into the fourth quarter. Later,
Burgdorf made another intercept and
got the ball down field to Mebane,
who assisted Flaherty on his goal.
Mullery and Pecina scored the Cru-
saders’ final two goals.

The victory advanced the second-
seeded 9-5 Blue Devils to the cham-
pionship game to face the top-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers at A.L. Johnson
High School on May 12.

“It’s a great rivalry. We are ready to
reclaim our county championship.
Hopefully, we are able to put together
a full 48 minute game, and we can
knock off a great team in Summit,”
Coach Silbergeld said.
Johnson 1 1 2 3 7
Westfield 5 2 3 1 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE TOO LATE…Blue Devil second baseman
Tyler Bowman gets the throw a little too late as Farmer Denzell Boyd steals second
in the second inning.

Blue Devils Shut Out
Snyder Netmen, 5-0

The top-seeded Westfield High
School boys tennis team shut out
Snyder, 5-0, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tour-
nament in Westfield on May 10.
First singles: Scott Thompson d Alex
Lindsey, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Adam Greene d
Abdullah Khokhar, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Max Mancini d Ibad
Khokhar, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Jacob Harris and Jack
Rickles d Erik Cortes and Justin
Sinprasith, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Justin Cafiero and
Jake Ziff d Adrian Magadia and Chris
Ngyen, 6-0, 6-0

Blue Devil Nine Stop
Hillsborough, 7-0

The Westfield High School base-
ball team improved to 15-3 with a 7-0
shutout over Hillsborough in Westfield
on May 7. Eric Demers tossed a two-
hitter, while Liam Devin doubled,
singled and had two RBI. Mike Ionta
had two RBI, while Matt Varakian and
Brett Ryan each scored twice.
Hillsborough 000 000 0 0
Westfield 000 232 x 7

Softball Cougars Beat
GL Highlanders, 4-0
The Cranford High School softball

team avenged an earlier season loss
with a 4-0 shutout of the 15-2 Gover-
nor Livingston Highlanders in
Cranford on May 8. Senior Stephanie
Bagniewski banged a three-run home
run in the bottom of the first inning,
and Melissa Moreno rapped an RBI
single in the fifth for the 10-4 Cou-
gars. Julie Siragusa scattered six hits
and struck out 10 Highlanders.
Gov. Livingston 000 000 0 0
Cranford 300 010 x 4

Raider Netmen Stop
Iselin Kennedy, 5-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team blanked
Iselin Kennedy, 5-0, in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament in Scotch Plains on
May 10.
First singles: Jeffrey Rodgers d Bran-
don Davis, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Andrew Leischner d
Harish Daga, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Mike Rosenheck d Karan
Purba, 6-0, 6-1
First doubles: Alex Ozdamar and Jesse
Ozdamar d Ajay Rai and Kishan Patel,
6-0, 6-3
Second doubles: Andrew Schwartz and
Andrew Wheeler d Shahzad Khan
andVarun Vemuganti, 6-0, 6-0

Blue Devils Defeat
Union in Softball, 10-2
The 12-7 Westfield High School

softball team settled Union, 10-2, on
May 8. Shannon Schaefer went 2-
for-4 and pitched five innings allow-
ing two runs and striking out seven,
while walking 3. Elena Scarano
pitched two innings and struck out
four. Audrey Peterson was 4-for-4
with three RBI.


