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HAPPY AND HEALTHY…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA in Scotch Plains
opened its doors to the community April 28 for Healthy Kids Day, a YMCA
initiative and free community event. More than 250 parents, children and other
community members attended. Activities included open swim, obstacle course,
gymnastics, face painting, carnival games, arts and crafts, sports samplers, camp
open house, family games and races. Healthy snacks and other foods also were
available. Pictured, a friendly, colorful “Y” greets and mingles with families
throughout the festivities.

Minister Shares Jersey Pride
With WF Historical Society

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Reverend Dr.
Robert Higgs of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Elizabeth was the
featured speaker May 2 at the
monthly First Wednesday Luncheon
of the Westfield Historical Society.
The luncheon was held at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield.
Reverend Higgs spoke about prepa-
rations for New Jersey’s
Sesquarcentennial (350th anniver-
sary).

Reverend Higgs is an enthusiastic
supporter of celebrating New Jersey
and its contributions to the country.
He said he was tired of hearing New
Jersey be the butt of jokes about the
Turnpike, refineries, “The Sopra-
nos,” “Jersey Shore,” “Boardwalk
Empire” and corrupt politicians.

He cited New Jersey as being the
Crossroads of the Revolution. Rev-
erend Higgs praised the farmers of
New Jersey for stopping the British
from reaching Philadelphia, and for
keeping the “spirit of the Revolu-
tion” alive. “Who would believe that
a handful of farmers with pitchforks
could keep the soldiers of the great-
est empire on earth at bay?,” he
marveled, then questioned if people
would still do that today.

Reverend Higgs also sung the
praises of Thomas Alva Edison,
whose innovations led to the tech-
nology that makes life easier for
people today.

Urging local historical societies
to do all that they can to promote the
history of New Jersey, Reverend
Higgs suggested creating a curricu-
lum for school children to learn the

history of the state. He also said
programs in each county should be
created to foster tourism. He urged
everyone to analyze Garden State
commerce and assess what New Jer-
sey faces in the future.

Reverend Higgs suggested desig-
nating October 24 as New Jersey
Day for its proximity to the date of
the founding of Elizabethtown in
1664. “In 1776, people came to-
gether,” he recalled of the spirit that
built a nation. “Why can’t we do that
today?” He proposed that all new
immigrants be invited to take part in
the celebration and history of New
Jersey, noting that such enthusiasm
would be followed by financial sup-
port.

His final plea was to ask people to
get involved and be proud of New
Jersey.

The Westfield Historical Society’s
Annual Dinner will be held on
Wednesday, May 30, at the Echo
Lake Country Club. The annual
meeting will take place at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by cocktails at 6 p.m. and
dinner at 7 p.m. Stacey Farley will
receive the President’s Award and
the Miller-Cory House Museum
Volunteers will be presented with
the Trustees Award.

On the program will be a perfor-
mance by the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Woodwind Quintet.
There also will be a 50/50 cash raffle.
The dinner is $50 for members and
$55 for non-members. For informa-
tion, call (908) 654-1874.

Anyone interested in becoming
involved in preparations for New
Jersey’s sesquarcentennial celebra-
tion may contact 350@acadenj.org.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Colonial Hygiene Habits

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present an en-
tertaining look at personal hygiene
practices from the colonial era this
Sunday, May 20, from 2 to 4 p.m.
with a program entitled “Cleanliness
Is In the Mind of the Beholder.” The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Melinda Mucha will talk about
early American practices of bathing,
dental care, hair care, beauty and
grooming. The presentation will in-
clude a display of “potions of the
past,” created from authentic 18th-
and early 19th-century recipes. This
program is described as appropriate
for children and adults alike.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able to conduct tours of the restored,
colonial-era farmhouse. In the
museum’s Frazee Building, members
of the Cooking Committee will pre-
pare dishes over the open-hearth fire
using authentic colonial methods and
seasonal ingredients. The gift shop,
which features a variety of early
American toys, crafts, books and edu-
cational materials, will be open. Ad-
mission will be $3 for adults and $1
for students; children under age 4
may participate for free.

Upcoming Sunday programs will
include “Mott’s Artillery Encamp-
ment” on June 3 and “Message in a
Bottle” on June 10. The museum will
be closed for the summer as of Satur-
day, June 16. The public also is in-
vited to the museum’s annual “Aunt
Carrie’s Attic Sale” on Saturday, May
26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The rain
date is Sunday, May 27. The museum
is accepting donated items for the
sale such as housewares, books (ex-

cluding textbooks), linens, toys, bric-
a-brac or small furniture pieces, but
not clothing, electronics of any kind
or anything that is broken. Interested
persons are asked to call or e-mail the
museum to arrange a drop-off time.
All donations are tax-deductible; pro-
ceeds from the sale will benefit the
museum.

For more information, or to ar-
range a tour or other program, call
the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. De-
tails on programs also can be found
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

RIVER ADVENTURE…On the weekend of May 5 to 7, Boy Scout Troop No.
73 of Westfield canoed 10 miles on the Wading River and seven miles on the
Oswego River in Wharton State Forest in the pinelands of southern New Jersey.
Twenty-six Scouts and 16 Adult Scouters participated and enjoyed the pristine
natural environment of the rivers. They camped at Bodine Field. Anyone
interested in joining Boy Scout Troop No. 73 may call Scoutmaster Henry Hom
at (732) 382-9139.
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FCC’s Annual Tag Sale
Is Set For This Saturday

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church will hold its annual
tag sale fundraiser this Saturday, May
19, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
church, located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. All proceeds will ben-
efit the church’s youth mission trip to
Pittsburgh this summer.

Merchandise available for purchase
at bargain prices will include tools,
bicycles, small furniture and house-
hold items such as kitchenware, pic-
tures, lamps, televisions and small
appliances; books, jewelry and in-
fant/toddler equipment, toys and
games. A special collectibles section
will feature limited-edition china,
dolls and other items. “Early birds”
will be admitted at 8:30 a.m. for a $5
fee. After 1 p.m., all items will be
half-price.

The sale is an annual fundraiser for
the church’s youth mission trip. This
is the fifth consecutive year the
church’s youth have participated in
summer volunteer work. Previous
trips have been made to sites in New
Orleans, Wyoming, West Virginia and
Ohio. This July more than 30 local
youth and adults will travel to west-

ern Pennsylvania to work with the
Pittsburgh Project.

Donations to the tag sale will be
accepted through today at the church.
For additional information or to ar-
range for a pickup of donations, call
(908) 233-3678.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is showcasing creatures
of the night during a series of
“Evening Dusk to Dark” evening fam-
ily programs this spring, presented
by the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal.

“Fun with Frogs” will take place
on Wednesday, May 30, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Families who attend this
program will watch a brief slide pre-
sentation about these amphibians that
breathe through their skin and sing at
night.

Attendees will learn to identify
spring peepers, green frogs, wood

frogs and American toads by sound
and then carpool to a nearby wetland
to search for frogs, tadpoles and toads
using special dip nets. Participants are
advised to wear shoes that can get wet.

This program is for families with
children ages 6 and older with an
adult. Younger siblings will not be
permitted to attend this program. The
fee is $7 for in-county residents and
$8 for out-of-county residents.

On Thursday, June 7, from 6 to
7:30 p.m., area residents will have an
opportunity to explore the Watchung
Reservation on horseback. Partici-
pants will meet at the nearby
Watchung Stable and join a Trailside
park naturalist to learn all about the
plants and animals that inhabit the
Reservation. They will then saddle
up and meander through the woods
and fields to visit Lake Surprise on a
walking trail ride.

The park naturalist will interpret
sights and sounds of nature and iden-
tify interesting trees, plants and wild-
life along the way. No riding experi-
ence is necessary. This program is for
children ages 9 and up, with an adult.
The fee is $45 for in-county residents
and $56 for out-of-county residents.

To pre-register or to get additional
information about Dusk to Dark or
any other programs at Trailside, call
(908) 789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/
trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

PETER RABBIT ON DISPLAY…Margot Motyczka of Westfield is pictured
with her collection of Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit memorabilia, which is on
display through May at the Westfield Memorial Library. Her collection and
affinity of Peter Rabbit was passed on from her late grandmother, to her mother,
to her sister, and now to Margot. Margot’s display, including little storybook sets,
pop-up books, china dishes, cups and flatware, tin containers, videos and paper
and plush items, is in the glass case near the teen section. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

WNC Senior Group
To Hold Yard Sale

WESTFIELD – The Neighborly
Gathering of the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council (WNC) will hold a yard
sale at the WNC facility, located at 127
Cacciola Place in Westfield. It will
take place tomorrow and Saturday,
May 18 and 19, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
New and used items will be on sale.

The Neighborly Gathering is a se-
nior citizens group that meets Friday
mornings at WNC. Activities include
a continental breakfast, discussion
on current events, arts and crafts,
bingo, exercise and workshops.

The WNC is a non-profit, commu-
nity-based organization that has been
in existence since 1969. Proceeds
from the sale will be used to help with
the cost of WNC programs.

Trailside Invites Families
To ‘Dusk to Dark’ Events

Concert to Feature
Missa in Angustiis

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Community Chorus
and Orchestra, under the direction of
Joseph Hill, will present their second
concert on Saturday, June 2, at 7:30
p.m. at the Community Presbyterian
Church, located at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside.

The concert will feature Franz Josef
Haydn’s Missa in Angustiis (“Mass
in Troubled Times”), more commonly
known as the Lord Nelson Mass.

Joining the chorus and orchestra
will be soloists Marcy Richardson,
soprano; Nicholas Tamagna, coun-
tertenor; Reid Powell, tenor, and
Vincent Grana, bass.

The concert will be free and open
to the public, although donations to
support the costs of the concert will
be accepted at the door. A reception
will follow the concert. For more
information, call (908) 232-9490.


