
Page 2  Thursday, May 10, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sacco Agrees to Relinquish
Claim to $180K in Sick Time
State Senator Nicholas Sacco (D-

32, North Bergen) has agreed to re-
linquish his claim to more than
$180,000 in unused sick time from
his job as a school administrator after
state Department of Education offi-
cials Determined he was not entitled
to the benefit, nj.com has reported.

State officials say lawmakers froze
the value of any unused sick time
accrued by Mr. Sacco and other vet-
eran school administrators in 2007.

North Bergen School District attor-
ney Jack Gillman said state education
officials have painted an unfair picture
of Mr. Sacco as a “greedy” politician.

“Senator Sacco never asked for
this more generous payout. The state
forced him to sign this new contract,
which the DOE now calls a mistake
...Senator Sacco deeply resents how
he has been treated by the State De-
partment of Education and the me-
dia. He deserves an explanation and
an apology,” Mr. Gillman responded
to The Star-Ledger.

Mr. Sacco’s potential payout will
now go from $331,970 to $143,560.He
earns $233,725 as assistant superin-
tendent, and has also been mayor of
North Bergen for 20 years.

Mayor Charged With  Taking
Bribe to Push No Bid Insur. Pact

Hamilton Mayor John Bencivengo, a
Republican, has been charged with ex-
torting $12,400 in bribes for using his
official influence over a health insurance
brokerage contract with the township’s
school district, U.S. Attorney Paul
Fishman announced. Bencivengo was
elected Hamilton mayor in 2007 and was
reelected this past November.

The Trenton Times identified the
collaborating witness in the case as
Marliese Ljuba, the insurance broker
for the Hamilton school district and
who was described as an active vol-
unteer on the mayor’s past campaigns
and who stood on stage with him on
election night.

Ms. Ljuba reportedly “secretly vid-
eotaped conversations with
Bencivengo in which he sought pay-
ments in exchange for helping the
broker secure a no-bid health insur-
ance contract renewal with the
Hamilton school district,” according
The Times which spoke to an un-
named source.

State Democratic Chairman John
Wisniewski has called on the mayor to
resign. “Bencivengo, who earns a sal-
ary of $108,211 from his elected posi-
tion, is alleged to have demanded the
bribes in order to cover his own per-
sonal tax bill,” according to a press

release from the state Democratic
Committee. Bencivengo has refused
to resign and the highest state official
from the mayor’s party, Governor
Chris Christie, has failed to comment.”

If convicted, Bencivengo faces up
to 20 years in prison and a $250,000
fine, according to a press release from
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

N.J. Supreme Court Says State
Was Within Law on Sick Day Caps

A unanimous state Supreme Court
ruled last week that the state Legislature
did not overstep its authority in creating
laws that capped unused sick pay for
school board administrators at $15,000.

The New Jersey Association of
School Administrators had chal-
lenged regulations giving executive
county superintendents the right to
review and set limits on the salaries
and compensation packages of school
board administrators.

The appellate division ruled in 2011
that the new laws and the subsequent
state Department of Education regu-
lations violated the rights of tenured
assistant superintendents.

N. J. State Senator Pushing for
More Cardiac Testing for Athletes

State Sen. Fred Madden (D-4,
Gloucester) has said he will intro-
duce a legislation to expand cardiac
testing for athletes in New Jersey,
The Star-Ledger has reported.

The legislation would aim to flag
irregularities in young athletes before
they participate in life-threatening ac-
tivities. It comes 16 months after the
death of B.J. Giannone of
Mountainside, a St. Peter’s Prep stu-
dent who collapsed and died during a
swim meet in January 2011. Giannone
reportedly got out of the pool after a
race and went into full cardiac arrest
after a brief conversation with his coach.

Rather than requiring all student
athletes to have an electrocardiogram
as part of the routine physical, as is
the present requirement, the report
advocates obtaining family medical
histories to flag any genetic heart
defects while also providing special-
ized training to physicians and ad-
vanced practice nurses to look for
possible cardiac problems in student-
athletes, according to NJ Spotlight,
an online news service.

Fanwood to Hold Inaugural
Green Fair Tues., June 26

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood “Green Team” is looking
for “green” vendors to be a part of
their inaugural Green Fair scheduled
for Tuesday, June 26, from 5:30 to 8
p.m. The event will be held in
LaGrande Park as part of Fanwood’s
annual “Party in the Park” and its
kick off to the summer music series.

Individuals, organizations and busi-
nesses are all invited to be a part of
sharing their “green” story as part of
this educational event. Individuals
and organizations can participate for
free, while businesses are asked to
contribute $25. Registration forms
are available by visiting
www.fanwoodnj.org or by contact-
ing the Green Team at
FanwoodGreenTeam@gmail.com.

Fanwood became one of over 375
municipalities to register to work to-
wards becoming a “green” partner
and achieving certification as part of
the Sustainable NJ campaign in the
fall of 2011. Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Borough Council appointed
a committee to work on completing a
host of action items, many of which
have documented and have targeted
other activities.

“I am so thrilled that this enthusi-
astic group of local volunteers has
stepped forward to take on this chal-
lenging task. Fanwood is committed
to embracing and being recognized
for the Sustainable community that it
is,” Mayor Mahr said.

The Green Team, led by chair-
woman Donna Dolce, has indicated
that some of those items already com-
pleted include: having a current envi-
ronmental resource inventory, activi-
ties generated by borough’s Shade
Tree Commission, and an impressive
recycling and waste management pro-
gram. They have also proposed and
have had the council adopt an anti-
idling ordinance, worked with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA on a
Community Wellness initiative and

are partnering with Scotch Plans-
Fanwood Schools in support of
the“Safe Routes to School” pro-
gram.

All residents are invited to learn
how to save money through solar
heating, to register to be an energy
partner or simply to learn about the
many things going on in the commu-
nity such as the Fanwood recycling
program. Attendees can also learn
how to build a rain garden or  about
activities happening at the borough’s
Nature Center.

AWARD RECIPIENT...Union County
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh has been
named a recipient of the Distinguished
Community Service Award by the Na-
tional Organization of Sierra Leoneans
in North America (NOSLINA).
NOSLINA was founded in 1998 to help
provide humanitarian relief, educational
services and other assistance in support
of democratic progress in Sierra Leone.
Freeholder Jalloh’s father, Chernor
Abdulai Jalloh, was born in Sierra Leone
and immigrated to the U.S. in 1971.
Freeholder Jalloh is an adjunct profes-
sor at Kean University where he teaches
negotiation, debate, citizenship, and pub-
lic speaking. His private law practice
focuses on education law, nonprofit law,
and charter schools.

Clean Communities Grants
Told for County Towns

TRENTON – Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick, and
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz, all
R-21 Westfield and Summit, have
announced that the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) has
approved Clean Communities Grants
for District 21 that total over
$330,000.

“For 20 years, the Clean Commu-
nities Grant Program has yielded tan-
gible, visible results in our commu-
nities by enabling municipalities to

perform a variety of anti-litter projects,
from storm drain clean-up to remov-
ing graffiti along roadways,” Mr. Kean
said. “We are pleased that so many
communities in District 21 will ben-
efit from this year’s grant awards.”

“Having our towns clean and free
from litter adds to the charm of our
great communities,” Mr. Bramnick
added. “These grants will help our
towns defray some of the costs of
cleaning our parks and downtowns.”

“The Department of Environmen-
tal Protection continues in these dif-
ficult fiscal times to be a funding
source for our municipalities, dem-
onstrating the ongoing partnership
between local and state government,”
Asw. Muñoz said.

A breakdown of the grants by
Union County municipalities is as
follows: Berkeley Heights, $20,230;
Cranford, $33,484; Garwood, $6,676;
Kenilworth, $11,577; Mountainside,
$11,577; New Providence, $19,028;
Roselle Park, $16,859; Springfield,
$23,501; Summit, $31,911, and
Westfield, $43,961. In neighboring
District 22, Scotch Plains received
$35,085 with Fanwood garnering
$10,227 and Clark, $22,648.

Reducing Taxes Best Way
To Keep N.J. Competitive

TRENTON — On the eve of New
Jersey Tax Freedom Day on May 1,
Assembly Republican Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said the
state needs to continue its focus on
reducing income taxes and control-
ling the cost of government in order
to return the state to prosperity.

“It’s absolutely ridiculous that New
Jersey taxpayers have to work 121
days to support government. Gov-
ernment needs to function more effi-
ciently and spend wisely. Workers in
New Jersey have tightened their belts
through these difficult times; all lev-
els of government must do the same.

“For years, New Jerseyans have
been overtaxed whether at the local,
state or federal level. Lowering the
tax burden not only puts money back
into people’s pockets, but it also
makes our state competitive with all
the others.

“New Jersey ’s tax freedom date is
tied with New York for falling second
latest of all the states, with the excep-
tion of Connecticut, whose freedom
date is May 5. For comparison,
Pennsylvania’s freedom date was
April 18 and Delaware ‘s April 17.

“This observance is a reminder that
reducing the tax burden must be
among the highest priorities for leg-
islators,” Mr. Bramnick said.

This year’s national date, April 17,
fell four days later than in 2011, due
to higher federal income and corpo-
rate tax collections.

EMERALD TEAM...Mayor Colleen Mahr (front, second from left) was among
a dozen Irish-American leaders who met last week to discuss the needs of the
Irish-American community at a roundtable sponsored by U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.). This group of legal and education professionals, small
business owners, advocates and community leaders had frank discussions about
concerns within their business and local communities and offerred potential
solutions to improve the quality of life of Irish-Americans across the state.
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WF Woman Indicted
For Stealing $148,000
TRENTON – A Westfield woman

has been indicted by a state grand
jury with theft by failure to make the
required disposition of property re-
ceived and for misapplication of en-
trusted property and government
property or that of a financial institu-
tion, Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
announced on April 23.

The state grand jury indictment
alleges that between July 29 and
August 31, 2009, Virginia Larsen,
66, an insurance agent and an officer
of Larsen Global Marine, obtained
$148,739 in insurance premiums that
she was obligated to remit to RLI, an
insurance company, but failed to make
the required payment to RLI.

The indictment alleges that Larsen
was entrusted with the premium
money as a fiduciary for RLI, but
kept the funds for her own use, know-
ing that it was unlawful and involved
substantial risk of loss to RLI. If
convicted, she faces a maximum pun-
ishment of 10 years in state prison
and a fine of $150,000.

Ocasio Files Charges
Against Bollwage

ELIZABETH – Elizabeth Mayoral
candidate Oscar Ocasio has filed
charges against the 20-year incum-
bent Mayor Chris Bollwage, his Tues-
day, June 5, Democratic Primary Elec-
tion opponent, over allegations Mayor
Bollwage “directly attempted to in-
timidate seniors from voting by ab-
sentee ballot via an official letter from
his office,” according to a press re-
lease from Mr. Ocasio.

“The mayor is doing everything in
his power to steal this election, in-
cluding breaking the law,” Mr. Ocasio
said. “I will not sit idly by watching
voters be intimidated by this mayor
while he tramples on their voting
rights no-way, no-how. These crimi-
nal charges are serious and have a
real legal basis.”

Mr. Ocasio said he filed the crimi-
nal charges with Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow and the
state Attorney General’s Office.

Mr. Ocasio said Mayor Bollwage
sent a letter from the Office of Mayor
using the city seal “as weapon in his
assault on seniors’ voting rights.”

MS PBA to Host Wine
Tasting, Taste of Town
MOUNTAINSIDE — Members of

the Mountainside Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) Local
126 will be hosting a Wine Tasting/
Taste of the Town on Friday, June 1,
at L’Affaire Caterers, 1099 Route 22,
Mountainside, beginning at 7 p.m.

A cocktail hour will be served and
several area restaurants have com-
mitted to providing a sampling of
their signature dishes. J.R. Tobacco
of Whippany will provide cigars for
those who choose to indulge with a
screened-in smoking area adjacent to
the building. There will be a silent
auction of sports memorabilia and
Disney artwork as well to add to the
festivities. Tickets are $50 per person
and are available at the door the night
of the event.

Tea PartyPicks Larsen
BASKING RIDGE – The Greater

Basking Ridge Tea Party (GBRTP)
has  endorsed David Larsen, the Re-
publican challenger to incumbent
Rep. Leonard Lance in the upcoming
Tuesday, June 5, GOP Primary Elec-
tion.


