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Probitas Verus Honos

SIRAGUSA WHACKS SOLO HOME RUN IN 1ST, TRIPLES; MORENO SMACKS PAIR OF SINGLES

Highlanders Outfox Cougars in UC Softball Showdown, 7-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Costly errors combined with
some crafty base running put the
Governor Livingston High School
softball team on the road to a 7-
2 victory over Cranford in a show-
down of Union County’s pres-
ently top-two teams in Berkeley
Heights on April 28.

The 8-4 Cougars, who made
some changes in their defensive
lineup prior to the game, com-
mitted eight errors, five that led
directly to four Highlander runs.

“We played very poorly. We
made seven errors. We couldn’t
make plays on routine ground
balls. When you do that against a
team like this, they are going to
take advantage of it, and they
are going to score runs,” Cougar
Head Coach Bob Bruno said.

The showdown also had a
match-up of two of the premier
pitchers in the county, Highlander
Jordan Robbins and Cougar Julie
Siragusa. Robbins (12-1), who
allowed seven hits and struck
out seven but allowed no walks,
learned a lesson quickly when
she gave up a solo home run to
Siragusa on the very first pitch of
the game. From that point on,
Robbins pitched to Siragusa in a
very coy manner.

“She had no choice. They didn’t
give her a choice,” commented
Highlander Head Coach Rick

Iacono.
“I expect that. You hit a home

run, usually the next at-bat you
are not going to get anything
good to hit,” Siragusa said.

Coach Bruno commented,
“They know she’s, maybe, the
best player in the county. I told

her at the beginning of the game,
‘this guy’s not going to let you
beat them single handedly, so
you are going to have to be
selective on your pitches. If they
decide they are going to walk
you, let them walk you.’ ”

Siragusa (2-for-3) did, how-

ever, hammer a triple to right
field in the fifth but was thrown
out at home when she attempted
to stretch it into a home run.

The 14-1 Highlanders an-
swered Siragusa’s home run with
a run in the bottom of the inning.
Paige Murphy (3-for-4, 3 runs
scored) singled to center but
came all the way around to score
when the ball got past the
centerfielder.

In the second inning, leadoff
batter/catcher Jenna Kulback (1-
for-3, RBI) reached on an error
at short and was replaced by
courtesy runner Colleen Frank.
Kelly Goense (2-for-3, 3 RBI)

laid down a bunt, but when the
ball was thrown to first for the
putout, Frank utilized her blazing
speed to dash all the way to
third. Carol Gandback ripped an
infield single off the third
baseman’s glove, which kept
Frank on third. With runners on
first and third, Gandback at-
tempted to steal second. Cougar
catcher Moreno stepped forward
and fired to second, but Frank
darted home to score.

“The leftfielder stayed stoically
in leftfield. We were forced to
play a different third baseman
today. She’s not involved in the
play. Then my catcher decides
not to play her position and cover
the base, so we made three mis-
takes on one play, and they took
advantage of it,” Coach Bruno
said.

“We kept chipping and chip-
ping and fighting up at the plate.
I like the way we competed. We
competed! We didn’t just play
softball. That’s what I am trying
to get them to buy into. They are
good kids, but they are inexperi-
enced kids. When you are inex-
perienced, first you got to do the
skills. After the skill part, then

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno blocks the plate and waits the throw as Highlander Paige
Murphy slides home to score in the bottom of the first inning. The Highlanders defeated Cranford, 7-2, in Berkeley
Heights on April 28.
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