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THE WORLD’S LARGEST CIRCUS UNDER THE BIG TOP

S

MEET US AT THE
CIRCUS!

NORTH
BRUNSWICK
ADJ. DEVRY UNIVERSITY

Buy tickets in advance thru 5/17 at
N. Brunswick Municipal Bldg. -  M-F 8:30 am - 4 pm

N. Brunswick Fire Co. #3 - 6 pm - 9 pm
Tickets.Com & 1-888-332-5200

RT. 1 NORTH AT MILLTOWN RD.

HOSTED BY N. BRUNSWICK FIRE CO. #3

FRI.
MAY18 SAT.

MAY
SUN.
MAY 2019

4:30 PM
7:30 PM

1:30 PM
4:30 PM
7:30 PM

1:30 PM
4:30 PM

SHOWS AT
4:30 PM
7:30 PM

WED.
MAY

THUR.
MAY 24&23

NJ CONVENTION AND
EXPOSITION CENTER

EDISON

Buy advance tickets at
Tickets.Com & 1-888-332-5200

HOSTED BY KIWANIS CLUB OF DENVILLE

Buy advance tickets at

32 Broadway - Denville

at 1206 Sussex Tpk. - Randolph
at 419 Rt. 10 East - Randolph
at 530 E. Main St. - Denville

FRI.
MAY 25 SAT.

MAY 26
4:30 & 7:30

&
1:30, 4:30

& 7:30

DENVILLE
22 POCONO RD.  -  OPPOSITE ST. CLARE’S HOSPITAL

EISENHOWER CORPORATE CAMPUS

HOSTED BY

290 W. Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Buy advance tickets at
Livingston Senior & Community Ctr.

Meyer’s Dolls Toys Hobbies - 35 E. Northfield Rd. (Cash)
Tickets.com & 1-888-332-5200

SUN.
MAY 27
2:30 & 5:30

MON.
MAY 28&
1:30 & 4:30

SEE
BABY
VAL!FREETICKETS FOR KIDS AT

SAVE $5
ON ADULT

ADMISSION

PURCHASED

IN ADVANCE

COMING TO

Triple Threat Productions to
Present Godspell Jr. In May

‘Cadillac’ Phil Rinaldi
Rejoins NJWA Staff

SCOTCH PLAINS— Triple Threat
Productions will be bringing Godspell
Jr. to the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Methodist Church this May.

Godspell, a musical by Stephen
Schwartz and John-Michael Tebelak
opened Off-Broadway on May 17,
1971, and has played in various tour-
ing companies and revivals includ-
ing a 2011 revival, now playing on
Broadway. Several cast albums have
been released over the years and one
of its songs, “Day by Day” from the
original cast album, reached 13 on
the Billboard pop singles chart in the
summer of 1972. The structure of the
musical is that of a series of parables,
based on the Gospel of Matthew.
These are interspersed with a variety
of modern music set primarily to
lyrics from traditional hymns, with
the passion of Christ treated briefly
near the end of the performance.

The cast of Godspell Jr. is made
up of 15 extremely talented students
ages 14-18, as well as an amazing
choreographer, Steven Del Col, who
is a junior in high school. Neal Acito
of Scotch Plains is the Music Direc-
tor, Tori Clemens of Green Brook is
the Director and Laurie Wood of
Watchung is the Co-Director/Pro-

ducer.
James Ford of Green Brook will

be reprising his role as Jesus with
Triple Threat Productions and is sup-
ported by an equally talented Darius
Lee, from Union as John the Baptist/
Judas. Remaining ensemble mem-
bers are from Westfield, Rahway,
Clark, Middlesex, Mountainside,
Linden and Scotch Plains.

“Triple Threat is so fortunate to
work with such an amazing group of
young people. Each night of re-
hearsal they uncover something new
about the script and we are so ex-
cited for opening night!” states
Clemens

Godspell will be performed at
United Methodist Church, 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plain on May
10, 11 and two shows on Saturday,
May 12. All shows are 7:30 p.m.
with a matinee at 2 p.m. on May 12.

Bring your families and friends to
this great event! Tickets are $12 and
can be purchased by calling (908)
868-6121 or emailing
triplethreatproductionsllc@yahoo.com.
You can also check out Triple Threats
website with all upcoming events
including their summer camp at
www.triplethreatproductionsllc.com.

WESTFIELD — Bandleader and
trumpeter “Cadillac” Phil Rinaldi brings
an exciting teaching and performing
background with him as he rejoins the
staff of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts Music Studio.

“Cadillac” Phil draws his inspiration
from jazz, as well as rock, funk and
R&B. He has taught music lessons,
both nationally and internationally, with
master classes in more than 50 different
venues, including Sherbrooke Univer-
sity in Canada.

In addition to his private teaching
and clinics, Mr. Rinaldi, a graduate of
New Jersey City University with a BA
in Music, performs increasingly in the
New York metropolitan area. He has
appeared with groups such as the New
Jersey Pops, the Staten Island Philhar-
monic, Ocean Pops, Ryles Jazz Or-
chestra in Boston and the Billy Carrion
Jazz Orquestra, which has been recog-
nized as one of the most acclaimed in
Latin music. He has performed with
such notables as Connie Francis, Joe
Piscipo, The Duprees and The Tempta-

tions.
His performing experience includes

over 100 different runs of more than 80
various shows at numerous profes-
sional, semi-professional and commu-
nity theaters, in addition to recording
several albums. His band, Watson, can
often be heard in the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival in Westfield,
as well as at other local events.

Mr. Rinaldi’s music organization
memberships include the Music Edu-
cators’ National Conference, the
Musician’s Union and the Phi Mu Al-
pha Sinfonia Fraternity of America,
Inc.

The NJWA Music Studio, located at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield,
offers instrumental and vocal lessons
to both children and adults. It also
provides many opportunities for area
musicians to play in its many bands,
orchestras and ensembles. For more
information, call (908) 789-9696, visit
the NJWA studios, or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com on the
web.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOUNG PILOT…Certified Flight Instructor Andrew Bolin, left, shakes hands
with 16-year-old Westfield High School sophomore, Sean Beattie, on the morning
of his first solo flight.

Union Catholic High School
Recognizes Importance Of Arbor Day

ARBOR DAY…The Union Catholic Environmental Club held an Arbor Day
Tree Dedication and Blessing Ceremony on April 23. Members of the Environ-
mental Club Executive Board pose with one of the newly planted trees. Pictured,
left to right, are: Katie Bricki of Linden, Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Braeden
Rembert of Irvington, Victoria Lopes of Union, Trevor Miranda of Union,
Samantha Burkhardt of Clark, Avery McWilliams of Plainfield, and Robert
Vagueiro of Hillside.

SCOTCH PLAINS— The Union
Catholic (UC) Environmental Club
held an Arbor Day Tree Dedication
and Blessing Ceremony on April 23.
The ceremony was led by the club’s
Executive Board and adviser, Bill
Boyar.

The service celebrated Union

Catholic’s commitment to the envi-
ronment and included a blessing by
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Princi-
pal, of the 131 new trees that were
recently planted on the UC property.
Sister Mary Raymond, founder of
the club thirty years ago, was a spe-
cial guest in attendance at the event.

WHS Sophomore Flies
‘Solo’ on 16th Birthday

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On a clear morn-
ing, it’s not unusual to spot single
engine Cessna aircraft soaring
through the skies over Morristown
Airport. But what is rare is one of
those planes recently featured a
young Westfield High School
(WHS) sophomore, Sean Beattie,
flying solo for the first time on his
16th birthday.

Sean reported he was not too ner-
vous, as he has already logged ap-
proximately 90 hours of flight time
since he began lessons at the Certi-
fied Flyers II Flight School in
Morristown two years ago.

However, he admits when he first
glanced over at the empty seat next
to him, it did give him pause.

“I’d been used to having an in-
structor next to me for so long,”
Sean said. “I thought, well, now it’s
like life or death in your own
hands…But, I was confident I could
do it.”

That is a sentiment echoed by
Sean’s dad, Steven Beattie, who only
recently obtained his own pilot’s li-
cense, and watched Sean’s solo ex-
cursion from the ground.

 “I’ve flown with him as a passen-
ger in the back before, so I knew he
could do it,” Mr. Beattie reported,
adding his wife, Kim, also had no
doubts about Sean’s ability. “I think
he’s a better pilot that I am….but, it
still does make for a nervous parent.”

 Mr. Beattie explained that 16 is the
youngest one can obtain this “solo
endorsement,” an important aspect
toward obtaining a full pilot’s license.

“There is a significant amount of
study and practice to qualify for this,
and it’s quite rare for students this
young to achieve it,” Mr. Beattie said.
“And yes, he can fly an airplane before
he can drive a car.”

Sean was airborne for approxi-
mately 30 minutes that day and per-
formed three take-offs and landings,
with taxi back. He had to monitor
over a dozen instruments and con-
stantly check in with Air Traffic Con-
trol.

“They’ll tell you to go to this point
and make a 360-degree turn,” he said.
“Plus you’re looking at the air speed
indicator, the altimeter you read off to
determine altitude, and an attitude in-
dicator with an individual horizon bar
you look at to give you the angle up,
down, left or right.”

Before the big day flying solo, Sean
had to pass a Knowledge Test and a
Flight Test with an independent in-
structor.

“That was less about flying and
more about handling emergencies, like
if the plane stalls, how to recover,”
Sean said. “With these types of air-
planes, you have to be a quick thinker.
The winds affect you, and you have
to know how to correct for it.”

Mr. Beattie reported that after
Sean’s successful first solo flight,
they ceremoniously cut out the back
of his shirt and inscribed it. He ex-
plained this is a long-standing tradi-
tion in the flying community. He
believes the origin is based on the
fact early tandem planes had no ra-
dio, so instructors would tug on the
pilot’s shirt from the backseat to
communicate.

“Removing the back of the shirt is
symbolic to no longer having the
instructor in the plane with you,” he
said.

Sean and his dad first became in-
terested in flying after using a flight
simulator game on their PC when
Sean was younger. Since then,
they’ve enjoyed many good times in
the sky together.

While some families might have
been ordering pancakes at the local
diner, Sean and his dad have often
taken flights just to go grab break-
fast.

A “spin” around the Statue of Lib-
erty was another highlight.

Mr. Beattie also spoke about the
time Air Traffic Control held up a
commercial flight to give his “14
year-old in a four-seater” priority
for landing.

 Sean said his favorite airport is
Butter Valley in Pennsylvania, which
has a small runway along a golf
course.

“Landing on a 1300-foot runway
is a kinda fun challenge for me. You
have to be spot on accurate,” he said.

Having this solo endorsement
means Sean can now continue to fly
cross-country solo while working to-
ward his full pilot’s license, for which
he’ll be eligible on his 17th birthday.

Sean, who is also a member of the
WHS state champion swim team, said
his advice to fellow students is to
follow their passions.

He recommended those interested
in flying take an introductory flight to
get a feel for what it’s really like
before enrolling in flight school.

Mr. Beattie spoke with admiration
for his son tackling this endeavor at
such a young age.

“As parents, we’re just so proud of
him,” he said. “He set his mind to the
goal, and he achieved the goal.”

That is something to soar about
indeed.

Book Store to
Host Author

Michael Carr
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store will host Michael Carr, au-
thor of “The Viking Pawn” on Sat-
urday, May 5, from 2 - 4 p.m.

Rik Rodriguez is a pawnbroker
with a PhD. He spends his days at
his shop in Atlantic City and spends
his nights in the cavernous poker
rooms of the city’s various casinos.
He ruminates about his former ser-
vice as a Navy SEAL and is re-
nowned as one of the best technical
divers in the game.

When a stranger arrives in his
shop looking to pawn a chest con-
taining a Viking helmet, he is drawn
into a web of international murder
and mayhem involving his ex-lover
and a maniacal mercenary with a
private army at the ready. The Vi-
king Pawn tells the story of one
man’s journey to uncover the sig-
nificance of mysterious Viking in-
scriptions and Templar landmarks
throughout New England. In a race
against time, he must piece together
clues that could lead to one of the
most significant

Michael Carr teaches Creative
Writing and Film at a private school
in Morristown. He holds an MA in
English from Middlebury College’s
Bread Loaf School. “The Viking
Pawn” is his first novel.

Meet Mr. Carr at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you
are unable to attend this event, feel
free to call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “The Viking
Pawn.”

Adult Yoga Continues at
Trailside on Tuesday Nights
MOUNTAINSIDE – The popular

gentle yoga classes continue at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
on Tuesday evenings as part of the
center’s adult programs. Sponsored
by the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal,
the yoga series for adults 18 years
and older will continue each Tuesday
evening through June 5.

Each gentle yoga session runs from
7:15 – 8:30 p.m. and the fee for
Union County residents is $15 per
class and $20 for out-of-county par-
ticipants. Pre-registration is pre-
ferred as space is limited; however,
walk-ins are welcome as space per-
mits.

The series of yoga classes is an
opportunity to learn and experience
Raja yoga techniques for integrat-
ing body and mind. Claire M. Bay,
a yoga instructor certified by the

Chopra Center in New York City,
guides the participants in this new
pathway of meditation.

Yoga techniques can awaken
poise and centered awareness in the
midst of everyday life. Participants
also learn how to use nature’s heal-
ing powers to relieve stress and its
symptoms. Soothing music will
enhance the overall experience.
Doors open 15 minutes prior to
each yoga class and participants
are asked to bring a yoga mat or
pillow.

For additional information about
this yoga series or other upcoming
adult programs and special events
at Trailside, please call (908) 789-
3670 or visit  www.ucnj.org/
trailside. Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside
and is a service of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

GOOD DEED…Jessica Clarke of Scotch Plains, a senior at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, was honored with “The Caring Award” by the Middlesex
County Guidance Council at the 25th Annual Recognition Program on April 19
at Middlesex County College. She received this honor for founding the “Sunday
Sandwiches” charity, which serves 45-60 needy people in Elizabeth on the first
Sunday of every month. She leads a group of teens and their parents and solicits
donations of food and money for this group.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Saturday, May 12th • 11am - 5pm
The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day


