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WUF to Elect New Trustees
At May 15 Annual Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund (WUF) will elect mem-
bers to serve on its board of trustees
at its 55th annual meeting and
awards presentation to be held on
Tuesday, May 15, at 7 p.m. in the
meeting room of the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street in
Westfield. All contributors to the
WUF are invited to attend and are
entitled to a vote at the meeting.

Board President John Schmidt
will conduct the business meeting
and report on the accomplishments
of the Westfield United Fund over
the past year, the election of trust-
ees, and other business. The names
placed in nomination to be newly
elected trustees are Karin Heffron
and Christina McCabe.

This year’s meeting will include
a program featuring two recipients

of WUF funds. They are Westfield’s
After School Tutoring and new
member agency Literacy Volunteers
of Union County. Refreshments will
be served during the social hour
following the meeting.

The session also will mark the elec-
tion of next year’s officers. The slate
includes Charlie Weidman, president;
Jenny Jaruzelski, first vice-president;
John Ripperger, second vice-presi-
dent; Wendy Cozzi, secretary, and
Kevin Fitzpatrick, treasurer. Repre-
sentatives from the Fund’s 20 mem-
ber agencies will be in attendance.

Founded in 1937, the Westfield
United Fund has distributed more
than $25 million to a broad range of
local human services agencies
through its annual campaign. For
additional information on the Fund,
call Linda Maggio, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-2113.

The Chelsea at Fanwood invites you to

Refreshments served!
RSVP appreciated:  908-654-5200

COME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

SATURDAY, MAY 5th

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Independent Living
Apartments for active seniors

See our

Studio, one and two-bedroom apartments
& the fabulous LOFTS AT CHELSEA

Upcoming Comedy Show
To Benefit Humane Society

AREA – The first-ever
“Paws4Laughter” comedy show,
benefiting the Plainfield Area Hu-
mane Society (PAHS), will take
place on Saturday, May 19, at 8
p.m. at the Dunellen Theater, lo-
cated at 458 North Avenue in
Dunellen.

This event, starring five New
York/New Jersey-area national-
headliner comics, will be open to
the public. Orchestrated by well-
known comedian Sheila Kay
(sheilakay.com), a resident of
North Plainfield, the show will fea-
ture Ms. Kay as one of the acts
along with her four other popular
comedic partners, John Garrett,
Alex Barnett, Kevin Israel and Josh
Spear, who have all donated their
time for the event.

After years of active involvement
in various animal-rescue efforts –
from transporting shelter animals
from down south, to doing home
visits for rescue groups, to taking in
stray animals off the street – Ms.
Kay started “Paws4Laughter” to give
back even more. The upcoming show
benefiting PAHS is one of the many
shows she has done and plans to
continue doing for shelters.

Food and drink will be available
at the theater, including pizza and
beer. There also will be a 50/50
sale held that evening. Tickets can
be purchased online for $20 apiece
at brownpapertickets.com/event/
245193, or in advance at the the-
ater, or at the door for $25 on the
night of the performance. This will
be an adult comedy show. Attend-
ees must be age 18 or older.

Located at 75 Rock Avenue in
Plainfield, the Plainfield Area Hu-
mane Society is a private, 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization that has
been in continuous operation since
1933. In addition to caring for,

rehabilitating and finding loving
homes for stray, abandoned and
unwanted animals, PAHS provides
programs on pet care and respon-
sible ownership for community
scout, school, church, business and
library groups by appointment and
at no charge.

La Leche League Sets
Meeting Schedule

WESTFIELD – La Leche League
of Westfield has announced that
the group will meet from May to
August on the second Thursday of
each month at 10 a.m. and the
fourth Wednesday at 7 p.m.

La Leche League is an interna-
tional, non-profit, non-sectarian or-
ganization dedicated to providing
support, encouragement, informa-
tion and education to women who
want to breastfeed. All women inter-
ested in breastfeeding are encour-
aged to attend a group meeting. Ba-
bies and children are welcome.

A toddler meeting will be held
on the third Wednesday of every
month at 10 a.m. All meetings will
be held in the Westfield area. For
more information, visit lllusa.org/
web/WestfieldNJ.html or e-mail a
La Leche League leader at
lllwestfield@gmail.comwith any
questions and for meeting locations.

Seasons Support Group
To Meet Next Week

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a support
group for divorced, separated and
widowed individuals of all faiths, as
well as for anyone who has experi-
enced the loss of a relationship, will
meet next Thursday, May 10. Guest
speaker Herb August of Westfield
will speak on “Digital Camera Tech-
niques.” All are welcome.

Seasons is designed to provide as-
sistance in the journey toward heal-
ing of emotions and spirit through
group discussions, guest speakers and
social activities.

The topic for the May 24 meeting
will be “Eating Healthy for Singles.”
On June 14, the last meeting of the
season, there will be a pizza party.

Every first Saturday of the month
the group meets for Happy Hour at
the Stage House, located at 366 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Meetings will be held every sec-
ond and fourth Thursday, from 7:15
to 9 p.m., until June 14 at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in the activi-
ties center building, located at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield. For
more information, call Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

– Obituaries –
Florence MacDowell Laughlin; Was
Prolific Artist and Devoted to Family
Florence MacDowell Laughlin of

Southbury, Conn., formerly of
Westfield, N.J., passed away peace-
fully in her sleep on Saturday, April
28, 2012, after a long illness.

Florence was born July 29, 1926 to
Virginia and Harold Meyer in Jersey
City, N.J. Her loving grandfather,
Albert E. Saunders of
England, was a designer
of the S.S. Mauritania
and many other U.S. na-
val ships.

Florence resided in
and graduated from
Leonia High School in
Leonia, N.J. in 1944,
where she was a varsity
cheerleader. Upon
graduation she attended
The Katharine Gibbs
School in New York, N.Y.
She received her AS de-
gree in Secretarial Sci-
ence from Gibbs in 1946.
In June 1948 she married Andrew M.
MacDowell, Jr. (Mac), also from
Leonia. They had been high school
sweethearts since their early teens.
The couple moved to Providence,
R.I., where Mac obtained his Bach-
elor of Science in Economics from
Brown University after serving in
World War II. Florence worked at
Brown during this time for the office
of the president of the college. After
Mac’s graduation in 1949, they moved
to Glen Oaks, N.Y. and then Westbury,
N.Y., where Mac began his career
with F.W. Woolworth. They raised
two children and enjoyed wonderful,
lifelong friendships from their neigh-
borhood there.

After a job promotion for Mac to
Westfield, N.J. in l964, Florence be-
gan her lifelong art career, returning
to the passion of her youth. She took
many art classes indoors and out and
was a long-time active member of the
Westfield Art Association. She held
the office of Loan Show Chairperson
for many years and also was Record-
ing Secretary. She was a prolific art-
ist, selling close to 200 paintings dur-
ing her life and painting well over

300. She generously gifted away
many of her pieces to her family and
painted works on request for her chil-
dren and grandchildren. Her favorite
medium was watercolor and her love
of cats, wildlife, shore and country
scenes were the subjects of her work.
She won numerous blue ribbons and

other various awards and
held many one-woman
shows during her career.

Florence’s husband,
Mac, sadly passed away
in 1975. Florence then
took courses again at
Katharine Gibbs and
worked for the Westfield
Memorial Pool as office
administrator. In 1978
she married Robert
Laughlin, who shared her
passion for art and was a
professional cartoonist
who, among other things,
did the inking for the

Sunday “Heathcliff” comics. Bob and
Florence remained in Westfield until
2004, when they moved to Southbury,
Conn. to be closer to her family. Bob
passed away in 2006.

Florence leaves her son, Tom, and
his wife, Susan, of Littleton, Mass.;
her daughter, Nancy, and her hus-
band, Robert, of Redding, Conn.;
grandchildren, David and Kelly Kaye,
Katie, Jenny and Tom MacDowell,
and first cousin Isabelle Long of
Sunnyvale, Calif. Florence was a de-
voted, loving and caring mother and
wife. Her beauty, serene demeanor
and elegance will be sorely missed but
always treasured and remembered. She
was never happier than when her lov-
ing family and cats were by her side
and a paintbrush was in her hand.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, May 2, at the Gray
Funeral Home in Westfield. Inter-
ment followed at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Florence’s name
to Regional Hospice of Western Con-
necticut.
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Florence Laughlin

SCOTCH PLAINS – Denise
Hughes, vice-president of the Valley
National Bank in
Scotch Plains, is the
recipient of the Ro-
tary Volunteer of the
Year Award, which
was to be presented
last evening at the
2012 Carol A. Wood
Volunteer of the Year
Dinner at Café Vivace
in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City,
Ms. Hughes currently
lives in Hillsborough
and has been the
branch manager at
Valley National Bank
in Scotch Plains since 2002.

Ms. Hughes has been an active part
of the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains since 2002. She served
in many different positions on the
board, was president from 2005 to
2006, and has organized many
fundraisers, from the Annual Golf
Outing and Luminary Project to the

First and Second Annual Woof Walk.
She also has been involved in the

restoration project carried
out under the auspices of
Fanwood Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House, Inc.,
a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) or-
ganization created in 2005
by the Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains as
a Rotary International Mil-
lennium Project.

Additionally, Ms.
Hughes is an active mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional
Association. Outside of her
activities in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, she and her

husband, Tim, for the past 15 years
have run “A Day at the Races” at
Monmouth Park Racetrack, with the
proceeds going to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. The couple has a
son, Eddie. She also has been a volun-
teer for the Matheny Children’s Hospi-
tal during its “Miles for Matheny” An-
nual Run/Walk, and enjoys gardening.

‘Coffee and Conversation’
Open to Public at SAGE

SUMMIT – The public is invited to
visit SAGE Eldercare on Monday,
May 14, at 1:30 p.m. for “Coffee and
Conversation.” This will be an op-
portunity for anyone to visit SAGE’s
headquarters at 290 Broad Street in
Summit, meet staff and trustees of
the organization, see some of its ser-
vices in action and join in a conversa-
tion with SAGE Executive Director
Jessica Rosenzweig.

“This is a chance to introduce the
breadth and scope of SAGE Eldercare’s
services and discuss how we positively
affect the lives of thousands of older
adults and caregivers in our region each
year,” stated Ms. Rosenzweig.

“In 1954, SAGE started by provid-
ing ‘homemakers’ to those in need,
and we have grown to offer an array

of services that help older adults live
with dignity in their own homes,” she
added. “We also provide education,
wellness and support opportunities
for families and caregivers. We want
to make sure that our neighbors know
of the many resources we offer to
help people successfully age-in-place
and care for loved ones.”

The session is scheduled to last
between 60 and 90 minutes, depend-
ing on the size of the group. If the
date and time are not convenient, an
alternate date and time can be ar-
ranged. There is no fee for the event.

To respond for this event or if need-
ing further information, contact Molly
Conley, Donor Relations coordina-
tor, at (908) 598-5540 or e-mail
mconley@sageldercare.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Torah Center Plans
Lag Ba’omer Event

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Torah Center of Westfield
will present a Lag Ba’omer Family
Celebration at the Watchung Reser-
vation in Mountainside on Thursday,
May 10, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
– Fire Ring area.

The program will include inflat-
able rides, family games, barbecue,
cotton candy, snow cones and a bon-
fire with roasted marshmallows,
among other offerings. Admission
will be free, although donations will
be welcome. The program will be
cancelled in the event of rain.

Lag Ba’omer, the 33rd day of the
Omer count, is a festive day on the
Jewish calendar celebrated with out-
ings (on which children traditionally
play with bows and arrows), bonfires
and other joyous events. Many visit
the resting place (in Meron, northern
Israel) of the great sage and mystic
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, the anni-
versary of whose passing is on this
day. For more information, call the
Torah Center at (908) 789-5252 or e-
mail info@torahcenter.org. Informa-
tion also is available at torahcenter.org.

‘Y’ Strong Kids Fundraisers
To Include Monday Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” recently kicked off its 2012
Strong Kids Campaign with a dinner
featuring testimonials from financial
assistance recipients. This year, ap-
proximately 60 volunteers will serve
as campaigners, with a goal of rais-
ing $245,000 to provide direct finan-
cial assistance to those in need who
live or work within Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield and who wish to partici-
pate in the “Y”’s asset-building pro-
grams, services and memberships.

Multiple special fund-raising
events are planned to benefit the
Strong Kids Campaign. Among
them will be an evening of cock-
tails, dinner and a live auction on

Monday, May 7, from 5:45 to 9
p.m. at the Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue
in Westfield.

Facilitated by John Elliott, WCBS
TV weathercaster, the auction will
include a variety of items ranging
from tickets to Broadway shows, to
trips to California and Colorado, to
golf foursomes at clubs such as
Trump and Due Process. All pro-
ceeds will directly benefit the “Y”’s
Strong Kids Campaign.

Information regarding these
events and the Strong Kids Cam-
paign can be found on the “Y”
website, westfieldynj.org or by call-
ing Bonnie Cohen at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 240.

Anita C. Zitch, 88, Had Been Employed
As Medical Assistant and Bookkeeper

Anita Cathryn Zitch (née Ott), 88,
of Tinton Falls passed away at home
on Saturday, April 28, 2012.

She was born in Newark
and lived in Westfield until
moving to Seabrook Village
12 years ago. Anita worked
as a medical assistant as well
as a bookkeeper.

Her son, James R. Zitch,
and her brother, John R. Ott,
predeceased her.

Anita is survived by her
loving husband of 66 years,
Robert F. Zitch; her daugh-
ters, Kathleen M. Van Pelt and her
husband, Richard T., of Satellite
Beach, Fla. and Lorrie A. Berwick
and her husband, Robert A., of Scotch
Plains; her daughter-in-law, Marga-
ret Zitch; her grandchildren, Thomas
Russell, Kelly Zitch, Erika Zitch,

Casandra Berwick and Kyle Berwick;
great-granddaughter, Taylor Russell,

and many beloved nieces
and nephews.

Funeral arrangements
have been entrusted to the
Ely Funeral Home of Nep-
tune. A celebration of her
life will be held at the
Seabrook Village Atrium
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, June
9, 2012.

In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to the
Seabrook Village Resi-

dents Benevolent Fund or SolAmor
Hospice, 1415 Hooper Avenue, Toms
River, N.J. 08753. Condolences may
be made online at
www.elyfuneralhome.com.
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Denise Hughes Is Honored
As Rotary Volunteer of Year

Hadassah Luncheon to Offer
Look at Mendelssohn Music
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
annual Installation Luncheon on
Monday, May 14, at 11:30 a.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The proposed slate of officers for
2012-2013 will be inducted, and out-
going officers will be acknowledged
for their service to the organization.

Dr. Robert Roth will be the fea-
tured speaker and will discuss
“Fanny and Felix Mendelssohn,
Musical Geniuses.”

Born and raised in Newark, Dr.

Roth earned his baccalaureate de-
gree from The Juilliard School. He
studied piano and majored in music
composition. After graduation from
Julliard, he served in the U.S. Army.
His graduate work was done at Co-
lumbia University, where he earned
both masters and doctorate degrees
in psychology.

His career has been in clinical
psychology, teaching for 50 years,
mainly at Kean University. In addi-
tion to his teaching, Dr. Roth had a
private practice in clinical psychol-
ogy and has had 22 books pub-
lished. In retirement, he enjoys de-
voting his time once again to clas-
sical music.

The cost for this luncheon is $20.
To make reservations, call Marlene
Freeman at (908) 964-8865.

Denise Hughes
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