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I Am Washington Outsider; Good
Steward of Your Freedoms, Money

Letters to the Editor

Government regulatory burdens are
destroying job creation in America
today. As a result, the private sector
economy has lost two million jobs in
the last three years. My opponent for
New Jersey’s congressional seat in
the 7th District, moderate Republi-
can Leonard Lance, has done noth-
ing to stop this. Although the Senate
has not voted on Cap and Trade, the
carbon tax trading scheme champi-
oned by Barack Obama and voted for
by Leonard Lance, the EPA has
moved ahead with burdensome and
often contradictory regulations spe-
cifically designed to shut down coal
plants, limit drilling for oil and natu-
ral gas, and hurt the American energy
industry as much as possible. It was
regulatory rules of the EPA that Presi-
dent Obama relied on to kill the Key-
stone Pipeline, which cost the Ameri-
can economy an estimated 40,000
jobs, with the possibility of many
times more down the road.

It is reported that the new EPA
regulations will force 32 coal plants
this year to close down, putting thou-
sands more Americans out of work
and cause electricity rates to neces-
sarily skyrocket for every family. The
EPA admits their new regulations will
take away 14.7 gigawatts off the na-
tional grid, enough energy for 11
million households, during the next
two years. This amounts to 8 percent
of all U.S. power generation. The
American economy can never recover
if the government refuses to allow
our economy access to cheap energy.
High energy costs wipe out discre-
tionary spending, which is vital to a
consumer-based economy such as
ours. High energy costs keep Ameri-
can manufacturing uncompetitive
globally, driving good paying jobs
overseas.

When the Train Act was introduced
in Congress to help alleviate the prob-
lem, Representative Lance actually
voted with Democrats in committee
on multiple amendments that would
have undermined the purpose of the
bill. Furthermore, while I and others
were working to get New Jersey to
extricate itself from the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (ReGGI),
Representative Lance was one of only
five Republicans in the House to vote
for a Democrat-sponsored bill that
would provide support for ReGGI.

The regulatory burdens of
Obamacare, the worst of which have
not yet begun to be felt by the Ameri-

can people, is already destroying pri-
vate medical practice. For example,
Boiling Springs Family Medicine,
located in Spartanburg, S.C., recently
sent a letter to all of its patients in-
forming them that “the challenges of
practicing primary care medicine in-
dependently in today’s world and
economy are too great” and “new
guidelines and regulations have made
the practice of medicine as we know
it impossible as independent practi-
tioners.” As a result, “we will no
longer be able to provide you with
medical care,” and “it is with a heavy
heart that we have to inform you” of
the practice is closing down. These
are more jobs destroyed by govern-
ment regulation. Although Leonard
Lance had the opportunity to stand
up to the burdensome regulations of
Obamacare, he actually supported
funding of the legislation when he
recently voted for a continuing reso-
lution that provided $105 billion to
implement Obamacare.

Given Representative Lance’s vot-
ing record, he is not the representa-
tive New Jersey’s Seventh District is
looking for. As one of the most con-
servative districts in the country, vot-
ers are looking for a candidate that
shares their values and has the expe-
rience to help fix this fragile economy.
This year’s congressional race in Dis-
trict 7 is a clear choice between a
Moderate Republican and a true, prin-
cipled Conservative. Whereas, Mod-
erate Republican Leonard Lance has
voted for Cap and Trade and to fund
Obamacare, I am a Washington out-
sider who promises to be a good
steward of our hard-earned freedoms
and money.

The solutions to moving our
economy in the right direction are
equally clear. Americans are the most
industrious, productive workers in
the world, as long as government
serves its proper role in the market
place. Economic freedom is the single
most critical element responsible for
the past, present and future dyna-
mism of the American economy. Its
absence today is the cause of our
stagnation. In order to regain dy-
namic growth, the alphabet soup of
federal regulatory departments and
agencies must be eliminated, pared
down, reigned in, and operated in a
way that is not hostile to American
businesses.

David Larsen,
7th District Congressional Candidate

Oldwick, N.J.
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Taxpayer Group Rips Sen. Lesniak for
Disparaging Remarks Over Foreclosure

Governor Endorses Ed. Task Force
Report and New Grad. Rate Calc.

TRENTON – Governor  Chris Christie
on Monday endorsed recommendations
to increase the number of high school
graduates and help make them ready for
college and careers. These recommenda-
tions  from the College and Career Readi-
ness Task Force will transition New Jer-
sey away from the current high school
assessments – High School Proficiency
Exam (HSPA) and Alternative High
School Assessment (AHSA) – to a new
series of end-of-course assessments that
measure student readiness at each grade
level. These measures will provide a tool
for schools to identify students in need
and target supports to put them on track
for graduation.

Paired with the phasing in of a new,
federally mandated method for calculat-
ing the graduation rate, the reforms in-
tend that graduating from high school in
New Jersey means having the skills and
knowledge to be ready to enter college or
the workforce, and that educators can
help students get there.

“Preparing students for college and
career is not only a moral imperative, it is
an economic necessity to keep New Jer-
sey competitive given the demands of the
21st century. In too many areas of our
state – often in our lowest performing
districts – when students graduate high
school they are not truly ready for college
or a career. These new graduation re-
quirements will better measure college
and career readiness so that a high school
diploma earned in New Jersey is the gold
standard for the country,” Governor
Christie said.

Twenty-four states, including New
Jersey, are moving toward end-of-course
assessments for language arts literacy
and math to be implemented in the 2014-
2015 school year as part of the Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC). These
new assessments will create a common
set of expectations among K-12 educa-
tors, higher education, and the business
community to assess when students gradu-
ate from high school if they are ready for
the next step in education or career with-
out the need for remediation. These as-
sessments will measure the knowledge
that students have attained and how well
they can apply that knowledge to real-
world situations through writing and the
use of critical thinking skills.

For the first time, New Jersey has
calculated its high school graduation rate
using a new federally mandated method
for the 2011 students. This method, called
the “four-year adjusted cohort gradua-
tion rate,” is required of every state in the
country and presents a more complete,
accurate and transparent way of calculat-
ing the high school graduation rate.

Until now, the graduation rate for a
given year was calculated by taking the
number of students in a graduating class
and dividing that number by the graduat-
ing class total plus the number of drop-
outs in the class over each of the four
preceding years. This graduation rate
method contained flaws that are consid-

ered to result in inflated rates because of
some districts’ under-reporting of drop-
outs totals. Under this system, last year’s
statewide graduation rate was a reported
94.7 percent. Under this revised method,
New Jersey’s graduation rate in 2011
stands at 83 percent. Because this is the
first year using the new method to calcu-
late the graduation rate, direct compari-
sons to previous year’s rates are not pos-
sible.

Under the new system, districts must
track student-level enrollment data using
the statewide data system NJSMART,
including students that transfer out of the
school and that register in another school,
including another state, students who
emigrate out of the country, and any
student deaths for the four years of each
class of students, beginning in the 9th
grade. These figures will be subtracted
appropriately from the total size of the
cohort as an entering 9th grade class. The
size of the graduating class will then be
divided by this figure.

Ninety percent of students in Bergen
and Essex County Community Colleges
need remediation before taking a college
course; one-third of students at Rutgers
need remediation; only 25 percent of
students who take remediation courses
graduate college within eight years.

The Chamber of Commerce reports
that only half of recent high school gradu-
ates could pass eighth grade mathematics
tests, the gateway to entry level jobs.
Businesses spend substantial time and
money to train high school graduates.

Over the next several years, the De-
partment of Education will identify the
number of end-of-course assessments
required for graduation and the passing
scores for each assessment.

BOGOTA – Americans for Pros-
perity took aim at state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) for his ti-
rade against Steve Lonegan deliv-
ered in an e-mail to fellow legislators
last week, in which he stated, “There’s
A Special Place In Hell Reserved for
Steve Lonegan.”

Sen. Lesniak’s diatribe was a re-
sponse to an open letter from Mr.
Lonegan to legislators calling on them
to oppose the Lesniak-sponsored
“New Jersey Foreclosure Transfor-
mation Act,” a bill the taxpayer group
says would destroy property values
in the state by turning foreclosed
homes over to drug addicts, ex-cons,
homeless people and sex offenders.

“Apparently, Sen. Lesniak didn’t
get President Obama’s memo on ci-
vility,” Mr. Lonegan said. “And ap-
parently he doesn’t even read the
language of his own bill.”

“The Senator’s bill will stick it to
the very low-income and middle-class
people he claims to want to help by
destroying their property values after
handing over the homes of their
former friends and neighbors to drug
addicts, ex-cons, sex offenders, the
homeless and others.”

“This isn’t the Obamacare bill and
we don’t need to pass it before we
know what’s in it. We already know
what’s in it. The bill’s language is
unambiguous. Who does he think
he’s kidding?”

“This is nothing but a TARP-style
bailout of New Jersey lenders coupled
with a healthy dose of Trenton big

government social engineering,” Mr.
Lonegan said. “If this scheme ever
sees the light of day, the only thing
going to hell will be our communities
and the property values of hard-
workingNewJersey homeowners.
And for that they’ll have Ray Lesniak
to thank.”

Relevant text of the “New Jersey
Foreclosure Transformation Act”:

“Individuals with special needs”
means individuals with mental ill-
ness, physical or developmental dis-
abilities, victims of domestic vio-
lence, ex-offenders, youth aging out
of foster care, disabled and homeless
veterans, individuals and households
who are homeless, individuals with
AIDS/HIV, and individuals in other
emerging special needs groups iden-
tified by state agencies. Individuals
shall be at least 18 years of age if not
part of a household.”

Text of Sen. Lesniak’s e-mail:
“Here’s how Lonegan describes the

low- and moderate-income residents
of New Jersey, those who take care of
your children, pick up your garbage,
serve you food, make up beds in hos-
pitals, clean our schools, work in our
factories, like my dad who had to quit
school after the 8th grade to work on
the docks in Elizabeth: ‘people re-
cently released from prison or a sex-
offender facility... mentally-ill drug
addict or alcoholic who was living on
the streets’ - There’s A Special Place
In Hell Reserved for Steve Lonegan.”

For more information, visit
www.americansforprosperity.org.


