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Judge Upholds Ruling to
Throw Candidates Off Ballot

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – A state Superior Court
judge has upheld Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi’s decision throwing
three Democrats For Change (DFC)
freeholder candidates off the Tues-
day, June 5, Primary Election Ballot
due to irregularities on their nomi-
nating decisions.

On Monday, April 16, state Supe-
rior Court Judge Lisa Chrystal heard
oral arguments from both sides, and
issued her decision on April 18 con-
sistent with the findings of the Union
County clerk. The clerk’s office was
represented by Union County Coun-
sel Robert Barry while the Regular
Democrats of Union County were
represented by Kraig Dowd and Rob-
ert Renaud, both of Cranford.

Mr. Barry argued that some signa-
tures on the DFC petitions were in-
valid, while Frank Capece, the DFC
attorney, argued that during the sum-
mary hearings voters, for whom En-
glish is their second language, were
harassed and intimidated.

DFC candidates Ana Maria Bercik,
Carlos Cedena, and Baby Darlene
Frazier are supporting Oscar Ocasio’s
bid to run for Elizabeth mayor, op-
posing long-time Mayor Chris
Bollwage, and were to challenge Free-
holder incumbents Al Mirabella and
Mohamed Jalloh, and their running
mate, attorney Bruce Bergen of
Springfield, who are running on the
Regular Democrats of Union County
Organization  ticket.

Ms. Rajoppi said that the petitions
submitted by the DFC contained 71
invalid signatures and the names of
invalid voters. She alleged that some
of the signatures belonged to Repub-
licans and that the petitions contained
duplicate names and fraudulent sig-
natures. She said that one person,
Fabiola Rios, who was circulating
three of the four petitions, was not
credible.

Petitions were supposed to filed by
April 6 in order for the candidates to
be on the June 5 ballot. However,
because of the Good Friday holiday,
the deadline was extended to Mon-
day, April 9. Testimony was taken
April 10 and 11 by the county clerk’s
office, where some voters brought in
to testify by Mr. Capece swore that
the signatures on the petitions were
their own. Ms. Rajoppi, however, re-
jected all three petitions on the pro-
posed DFC slate.

Mr. Capece said right now he has
not been decided whether to appeal
the Judge Lisa Crystal’s decision.

Lester Domingquez, campaign
manager for the DFC slate, told The
Westfield Leader/The Times, “These

guys, (Regular Democrats) all they
do is try to stop the voters from hav-
ing the opportunity to be represented
by a new independent group. The
(state Senator) Ray Lesniak Demo-
crats do all they can in their power to
prevent it,” he said. Without being
specific, Mr. Dominguez said the DFC
is considering further action regard-
ing the judge’s decision.

Tony Monteiro, long active in Eliza-
beth politics where he has served on
the city council and school board,
said, “I am not shocked (at the judge’s
decision). In my 20 years in Eliza-
beth politics, the courts always side
with Ray Lesniak and the Regular
Democratic Organization.”

“Judges are appointed, that’s why
after 34 years of Ray Lesniak’s rule
it’s time for a change. The conflicts
of those who have ruled in this matter
are so vast it goes against the basic
fundamentals of our democracy.
These things are done to exhaust the
opposition,” Mr. Monteiro told The
Leader/Times

Union County Democratic Chair-
man Charlotte DeFillippo com-
mented that, “This Primary has noth-
ing to do with Ray Lesniak. Every
time the Democrats For Change, who
are really Republicans, submit peti-
tions, we challenge them, and we
prevail in almost every case. I had a
handwriting expert and I sent out a
private investigator. As a layman you
can see the petitions were signed by
one person for a bunch of them.”

“The wining from the opposition
because we had the temerity to chal-
lenge this fraud is reprehensible. They
should have respect for the system by
presenting viable petitions. If they
did I could never challenge them,”
she added. “People have to file viable
petitions. The bottom line is they
perpetrated a fraud, and that’s not the
way elections are supposed to be run.
They just ran for freeholder to have a
line to run local candidates on.”

In reacting to the judge’s decision,
Mr. Renaud said, “Naturally I’m
pleased that the judge’s decision was
to uphold the finding of the clerk.
There were numerous signatures that
were not genuine. The judge, in her
decision, quoted extensively from the
cross examination of Fabiola Rios,
and deemed that her testimony was
not reliable. She (Judge Chrystal )
was not critical of how the cross
examination was conducted.”

He added, “If you are going to run
for office, you’re going to have to
comply with the rules that require
valid signatures on the petition. Sig-
natures of people from other towns,
beside Elizabeth, were also found to
be non-genuine.”

County Honors Volunteers
Of Med. Reserve Corps.

ON THE JOB TRAINING…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) met with Jesse Shapiro
of Cranford in his Capitol Hill office on April 17. During the meeting, Rep. Lance
discussed his job as a lawmaker and discussed issues before the Congress. Mr.
Shapiro, a graduate student at Kean University, is spending a semester in
Washington to participate in a program administered by the Washington Center
for Internships and Academic Seminars.

COUNTY – In marking National
Volunteer Week, April 15 to April 21,
the Union County Freeholders ex-
tended  appreciation to the volunteer
members of the Union County Medi-
cal Reserve Corps (MRC).

The county Medical Reserve Corps
consists of more than 200 medical
and non-medical professionals. It was
organized seven years ago in order to
help the county prepare for emergen-
cies on a regional basis.

Through the Reserve Corps, disas-
ter planners can swiftly identify com-
munity members who have a profes-
sional background that enables them
to provide assistance during an emer-
gency. The additional volunteers en-
able trained responders to focus their
efforts on priority situations that re-
quire specialized skills. The Reserve
Corps also helps to ensure that more
citizens throughout Union County
are prepared to provide assistance in
an emergency. In case an extreme
event makes travel difficult, Reserve
Corps members can help out locally
until career responders arrive.

“Whether it’s a destructive storm,
a public health threat or a purposeful
attack in the metro region, Union
County is now better prepared to
respond to emergencies, thanks to
citizen involvement through the
Medical Reserve Corps,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said.

Many Medical Reserve Corps vol-
unteers have a background in health
care fields, but medical training is not

needed in order to join. Communica-
tions, transportation, emergency shel-
ter management and other related
skills play a critical role in effective
emergency response.

Medical Reserve Corps volunteers
participate in training and planning
sessions, and they also conduct pub-
lic outreach efforts on a regular basis.

For more information, contact the
Union County MRC Unit Coordina-
tor, Ella Shaykevich, at (908) 518-
5620 or email mrc@ucnj.org.
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Sens., Congressmen Seek
Suspension of Toll Hikes

Clerk Offers One-Stop
‘Vote-By-Mail’

WESTFIELD — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that a
“One-Stop” service will soon be avail-
able for Union County voters at the
Westfield and Elizabeth offices of the
County Clerk for the Tuesday, June 5,
Primary Election.

“Beginning on Tuesday, May 1, eli-
gible voters will be able to apply for a
Vote-By-Mail ballot for the Presidential
Primary Election in person at either one
of my offices, receive their ballot and cast
the ballot at the same time,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “This one-stop voting service will
be available at my Westfield office as
well as at the main office in Elizabeth.”

The Westfield Annex of the County
Clerk, located at 300 North Avenue East,
is open from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays;
and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

The Main Office of the County Clerk
is located at the Union County Court-
house, 2 Broad Street, Room 113, Eliza-
beth, NJ 07207. Regular office hours in
Elizabeth are Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Voters do not need to give a reason
why they wish to Vote-By-Mail. In addi-
tion to the County Clerk’s Office, voters
can also pick up the form at their local
municipal building; they can download
the form at the Union County Clerk’s
website, www.ucnj.org/government/
county-clerk/vote-by-mail or they can
contact the Union County Clerk at (908)
527-4996. The Clerk’s website also in-
cludes a video that explains how to fill
out the Vote-By-Mail application form.

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and  Reps.
Albio Sires (D-13th), Steve Rothman
(D-9th) and Bill Pascrell (D-8th)  have
sent a letter to David Samson, chair-
man of the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, calling on the
Port Authority to suspend continued
toll hikes for New Jersey commuters.

The Port Authority initially raised
tolls to levels last year and are sched-
uled to boost tolls again this year, in
December, to $13 and $10.25 with
EZ-Pass during peak hours. The let-
ter specifically asks Chairman
Samson to suspend the December
increase.

Under the Port Authority toll plan,
by 2015, peak hour commuters would

pay up to $15. The elected officials
said a recent external audit of the Port
Authority found that the organiza-
tion is “challenged and dysfunc-
tional.” The first phase of the audit
was released in February, and the
second phase will be released in June.

“To show that the Port Authority is
truly committed to change and mak-
ing the best use of toll payer funds,
the planned toll hikes should be sus-
pended until an external audit deter-
mines that the audit recommenda-
tions have been addressed,” the mem-
bers wrote. “We are not alone in this
request; state and local officials in
New Jersey have recommended that
the Port Authority delay the hikes
while reforms are underway.”

Mayors Pick Sen. Kean As
Legislator of The Year

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) was recently honored as
“Legislator of the Year” by the New
Jersey Conference of Mayors at the
group’s 46th Annual Spring Confer-
ence in Atlantic City.

“The most difficult job in govern-
ment is being a mayor,” Mr. Kean
said. “Local government is where the
rubber meets the road in terms of
delivering services and making deci-
sions that have a real, immediate im-
pact on the quality of life New Jersey
residents enjoy. There’s no hiding or
passing the buck when you’re the
CEO of a municipality, which is why
it is such an honor to have received
this award. As a Senator, I believe
that the government which is closest

to the people is most effective, and
that as state lawmakers we have a
responsibility to partner with mayors
across New Jersey in addressing the
many challenges our state faces.
Mayors are part of the solution to our
problems, not adversaries or scape-
goats for politicians in Trenton.”

Mr. Kean said that under Governor
Chris Christie and Republican lead-
ership in the Senate, “local govern-
ments have been given more tools
than ever to confront the state’s crush-
ing property tax burden while main-
taining services, according to a press
release from the Senate Republicans.

“Reforms to pension and benefits
for public employees, as well the
changes we made to interest arbitra-
tion, are yielding savings that will
only increase over time,” Mr. Kean
stated. “We need to finish the tax
relief toolkit to give mayors even
more ability to deliver services at the
lowest possible cost, but we are mov-
ing in the right direction for the first
time in a decade. None of these re-
forms would have been possible with-
out the input and advocacy of New
Jersey’s mayors.”

Kyrillos Seeks to Stop Future
Cashing In Of Sick Leave

TRENTON — In an attempt to jump
start action on stalled legislation to
prohibit cash payments to public em-
ployees for unused sick leave, Senator
Joe Kyrillos (R- Monmouth), who is a
candidate for U.S. Senate this year,
said he will submit new legislation de-
signed to eliminate legal objections that
have prevented Senate Majority Demo-
crats from taking up the issue.

Mr. Kyrillos, who is the original Sen-
ate sponsor of Governor Chris Christie’s
plan to eliminate large terminal leave
payments to public employees who retire
or leave their jobs, will eliminate the so-
called “draw down” provision in his new
legislation. “Draw down” would require
public employees to use sick and vacation
time that was accrued from previous years
and thus, carried cash value, before earn-
ing any additional leave time.

The Democratic Majority in the Sen-
ate has expressed concerns that “draw
down” is illegal and, consequently, have
refused to act on Mr. Kyrillos’s original
bill, according to a Senate GOP release.

“This weekend, we read yet another
account from our state’s largest news-
paper of public employees in line to
receive six-figure checks for unused
sick leave when they retire,” Mr. Kyrillos
said. “Enough. We need to close this
indefensible loophole now. The Senate
President has said he supports a ‘use it
or lose it’ sick leave bill, but believes
any attempt to mitigate the time that has
already been accrued by an employee
to be illegal. That may or may not be the
case, but I’m willing to leave that battle
for another day. Let’s stop this egre-
gious abuse of the taxpayers from here
on out and pass a bill we can all agree
on.”

Those currently cashing in on sick

leave are grand fathered, not affected
by this proposed legislation.

Bramnick Recipient
Of Leg. Leader Award
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) was honored recently by
the Council on State Public Affairs
with a Legislative Leader Award at its
first Public Policy Awards gathering
in Bernardsville.

The council was established to col-
laborate and work with stakeholders
involved in shaping public policy,
including academia, government of-
ficials and civic organizations.

“I am honored to be a recipient of
the council’s award and appreciate
their recognition,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “The historic reforms we
achieved over the last two years were
the result of a healthy exchange of
ideas. We still face many challenges,
especially keeping our focus on job
creation and improving our state’s
economy. Those are issues where a
constructive and civil dialogue is
needed, free of the political rhetoric
that impedes reform.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


