
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 12 Thursday, May 3, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERVICE TO TOWN...Retired Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau receives a
proclamation thanking him for his service to the community from Acting Mayor
JoAnn Neylan during the council meeting on April 24.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEAUTIFYING MINDOWASKIN...Debby Burslem of Friends of Mindowaskin
Park and members of the Westfield Jaycees take part in cleaning up Mindowaskin
Park this past Saturday during the Mindowaskin Park Clean-up and Planting
Day.

Horace Corbin for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING FUN...Cub Scouts from McKinley Elementary School in Westfield visit
the office of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on April 26 to earn their commu-
nication certificate. They learned the 5 Ws (who, what, when, where, why), that
it’s better to be in the Honor Roll than the Police Blotter and that their brain is
their most important tool.

county 9-1-1 dispatch),” Mr. Moran
said. Roselle was expected to begin
service on May 1.

Fanwood joined the county dis-
patch service two years ago at a cost
of $80,000 per year under a pilot
program. Fanwood’s pilot, which
expires next year, is for police, fire
and EMS dispatch.

The board also approved a $7-
million, three-year contract with
Hess Corporation for electricity ser-
vices. The contract was achieved
through an online reverse bid. Jo-
seph Graziano, director of engineer-
ing, public works and facilities, told
the board at Thursday’s agenda set-
ting meeting that the contract would
save the county $356,000 per year
over the next three years. The county
saved $300,000 over three years
through an online bid process
awarded in February for natural gas,
a bid also awarded to Hess Corp.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
if the money saved from the electric-
ity purchase could be put into this
year’s budget to help fund 11 cor-
rections officers at the Union County
jail who are being laid off as of June
1.

“We are laying off corrections of-
ficers, and to me that is the true
purpose of county government –
safety and security,” Mr. Paterson
said.

He said given the regionalized ap-
proach to county governments for
shared services for municipalities
such as dispatch services, freeholder
districts should be instituted “to have
a more in-depth representation and
varied representation” on the board
such as from Democrat groups out of
Elizabeth and Plainfield that are not
in support of the county Regular
Democratic Organization or from
Republicans who have not been on
the board since 1997. Three free-
holders are elected annually for the
nine at-large seats on the board.

“Because at this point I am looking
at a political boss system…that kind
of controls the county,” Mr. Paterson
said. He said the majority of voters in
13 of the 21 towns in the county
picked Republicans over Democrats
the past few years in the freeholder
races. “You’re becoming discon-
nected from the people,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

In response, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who has served on the board
since 1995, said he would not be
“not opposed to districting if it were
the same for every county in New

Jersey.”
“But it’s never going to happen,”

Mr. Sullivan said, noting that legisla-
tion passed at the end of 2001, which
would have brought districting to the
Union County freeholder board,
failed after Democrats won back the
Governor’s office and control of the
Legislature.

“And they (Democrats) said if
you (Republicans) do that to Union
County, we’re going to do that in
Somerset and Morris (GOP major-
ity counties) and everyone else and
they (Republicans) dropped the
whole idea,” Mr. Sullivan stated.
“That (districting) creates in my
mind a permanent minority.”
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Union County Freeholders

Kean Problems Continue,
Accreditation at Risk

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION – Myriad issues have en-
snared Kean University, and many
on campus believe embattled Uni-
versity President Dawood Farahi is
at the epicenter.

In addition to the controversial
retaining of Mr. Farahi, after he
admitted to “careless errors” in his
résumé, the school is dealing with
the potential loss of its accredita-
tion, NCAA athletic probation and
an entire faculty operating without
a new contract.

In February, Kean’s Board of
Trustees voted, 7-4, to keep Mr.
Farahi on board despite the accusa-
tions that he falsified his creden-
tials. In response, one trustee, Lester
Aron, resigned, and many faculty
members are frustrated about the
decision.

Kathleen Henderson, president of
the Kean University Adjunct Fac-
ulty Federation, wrote to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in an e-mail,
asking, “If a most-dedicated and
ethical Board of Trustee member
had to resign on personal grounds
of conscience because of what he
was privy to in Kean’s continual
image and creative cover-ups by
the board and senior administra-
tors, what chance do we adjunct
faculty have for our voices to be
heard?”

James Castiglione, president of
the Kean Federation of Teachers,
confirmed that “morale is extremely
low” on the campus.

Meghan Gill, an adjunct commu-
nications and public-speaking
teacher, told The Times that when
she got wind of the decision to retain
the president, she was “disgusted.”

“[Hearing that] was the lowest
point of my teaching career,” she
said.

Mr. Castiglione believes that the
story does not end with Mr. Farahi;
rather, that is where he said it begins.

“There really is a unifying theme
tying everything together,” he said.
“Farahi has [disdain] for process,
procedure and protocol, and he
wants to do things his way, whether
or not that actually makes academic,
fiscal or any other sense.”

Kean University may lose its ac-
creditation after the Middle States
Commission on Higher Education
found that the university lacked suf-
ficient mechanisms to assess both
institutional and student achieve-
ment. The Middle States Accredita-
tion Board had warned the univer-
sity last year and, late last month,
again found the school to be
noncompliant with multiple stan-
dards. The university must meet all
requirements by June 2013.

If the school loses accreditation,
it becomes more difficult for stu-
dents’ courses to transfer to other
institutions, and it may impact the
school’s ability to procure financial
assistance from government.

“From a practical standpoint, it’s
quite bigger for the institution,” Mr.
Castiglione said. “Students are not
going to want to attend a university
whose accreditation is under ques-

tion.”
Separately, the NCAA’s Commit-

tee on Infractions placed all 13 of
the school’s teams on probation un-
til 2016 and banned the women’s
basketball team from postseason
play in the upcoming 2012-2013
season. The NCAA found that Kean
had made improper financial-aid
arrangements to student-athletes.
Specifically, the NCAA cited the
school’s former women’s basket-
ball coach for changing the grades
of an ineligible player and paying
members of the team during a trip.

In addition, Kean University fac-
ulty members are working without
a contract. At present, there are
roughly 310 full-time faculty mem-
bers and 1,100 adjunct instructors.
Adjunct faculty teach about 55 per-
cent of all classes at Kean.

According to Ms. Henderson, the
adjunct faculty has been at the same
pay level since fall 2011. They are
paid $1,200 per credit and $1,250
for those who have taught 16 se-
mesters or eight years.

“We get absolutely no health ben-
efits and are permitted only the
privilege of buying into the State
Health Benefits System at 110 per-
cent of the cost,” she said. “Unlike
all the unions in the state, adjunct
faculty are not permitted to nego-
tiate for health benefits, despite all
the media coverage to the con-
trary. It took legislation to even
give us the privilege to purchase
benefits.”

She added, “There is no job secu-
rity, no seniority. We have to be
rehired every single semester… and
Kean does not give an adjunct a
single reason for non-rehiring or
reappointment each semester, de-
spite the fact we get satisfactory
semester-by-semester student-
teaching reviews, in addition to peer
reviews.”

Mr. Castiglione said all prevail-
ing issues “tie together under a style
of management that is fundamen-
tally at odds with the most basic
values of the academy.”

In addition to currently dispatch-
ing for the county police and
Fanwood, the county dispatch
handles calls for the Medical Ex-
aminer, Sheriff ’s Office and
Prosecutor’s Office after hours and
on weekends.

“They (dispatchers) are trained
9-1-1 telecommunications and
emergency medical dispatch,” Mr.
Moran said. “We didn’t focus on
EMD (Emergency Medical Dis-
patcher) here at the county because
until we took Fanwood on, we
weren’t a primary answering point
for anybody’s 9-1-1.”

He said the county would add
two new dispatchers, one on each
shift, for a total of three dispatchers
on duty.

“With a bigger (dispatch) center,
you can take advantage of the fluc-
tuation in call volume because after
midnight, call volume decreases sig-
nificantly,” Mr. Moran said. “We
will be able to change our staffing
depending on what the call volume
shows for the center.”

The county runs its Emergency
Medical Services ambulance out of
the Westfield public safety building
as a backup to municipal rescue
squads. Mr. Moran said the county
has responded to 900 ambulance
calls in 20 of the 21 municipalities
over the past 11 months of the ser-
vice. He said the highest volume of
calls is coming out of Plainfield. As
of last week, the county had yet to
receive a call from New Providence.

The county EMS bills a patient’s
insurance company, if it exists, for
the service.
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9-1-1 Dispatch

eral Commercial Zone from the list
of conditional uses.

“In our opinion, this should be
permitted in the GC Zone above
the first floor. The General Com-
mercial Zone is not a redevelop-
ment zone. If a building is in the
GC Zone and has offices on the
second floor, but the owner wished
to convert them into an apartment,
he would have to apply for condi-
tional use approval, but there is
nothing for the board to review,”
she said.

In other business, the board
adopted a resolution approving an
addition to a home at 34 Oakwood
Court, owned by the Challiet fam-
ily, who had sought a bulk variance
because their home now covers 35
percent of their property and the
new addition would bring the cov-
erage to 41.74 percent coverage.

The board also welcomed Tony
Di Brito as its newest member. Mr.
Di Brito was appointed in the fall as
an alternate member by Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. Mr. Di Brito told the
board that he is living in Fanwood
for the second time, and said he
now has two children, and works in
Manhattan as a project manager.
He said since moving back to
Fanwood, he has been anxious to
serve the community, and was glad
this opportunity came up.

Mayor Mahr did not attend the
meeting because she was attending
the New Jersey Conference of May-
ors.

The planning board will meet next
on Monday, May 14, for an agenda
meeting. The next regular meeting
will be Wednesday, May 23.
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FW Zoning

the summer months. Sgt.
Hernandez, however, felt the pro-
gram had not worked and urged
that it be discontinued.

Mayor Nancy Malool noted that
the township government had “got-
ten a lot of complaints” from resi-
dents regarding traffic congestion
and the street-parking restrictions
in front of their homes. “We’ve man-
aged to aggravate the neighbor-
hood,” she said. “I don’t know that
we’ve solved anything.”

A resident of Homestead Terrace
spoke at Tuesday’s meeting, telling
the council that her neighborhood
is “a mishmash of confusion” dur-
ing the morning drop-off times, with
cars backed up along her street and
vehicles situated in the middle of
the designated crosswalk.

One question that will need to be
addressed is how students can be safely
dropped off in the morning. Council-
man Kevin Glover broached the pos-
sibility of creating a drop-off area on
Cedar Brook Road, on the school’s
property, and Zoning Officer and Co-
Acting Township Manager Robert
LaCosta said Township Engineer Jo-

seph Timko would look into options
in that regard.

In other business, the state De-
partment of Transportation has
awarded $155,000 in grant money
to Scotch Plains for the milling and
repaving of a section of Raritan Road
from the Edison border to Rahway
Avenue. Mr. LaCosta said the work
will be done this summer and take
about four or five days to complete.
He said residents would be notified
a day or two prior to the start of the
project, which he said would be done
before Labor Day.

Mr. LaCosta told the council that
Union County has agreed to perform a
traffic study of the intersection of Park
Avenue and Mountain Avenue, spe-
cifically to look at ways to improve
vehicular safety in that area. He said
that, too often, cars entering Park Av-
enue from the Route 22 bridge and then
wanting to make an immediate left
turn onto Mountain Avenue create
a hazard, especially for oncoming
traffic and specifically as the traffic
signals are changing from green to
red, leaving the left-turning cars in
the middle of the intersection.
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Scotch Plains Council

on the borough’s communications
tower.

Mr. Estis said Verizon will pay
for the structural analysis that is
required, even though the tower is
relatively new.

However, Mr. Estis indicated that
analysis will mean revenue from
the tower lease will not start com-
ing in for another three or four
months.

“That stinks,” said Mayor Mahr,
“…we’re anticipating that revenue.”

Mr. Estis estimated the lease
would generate about $36,000 in
annual revenue for the borough.
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WF Council Reviews
Sotheby’s, Reeve House
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – With Mayor
Andy Skibitsky still recovering
from pneumonia and Acting Mayor
JoAnn Neylan absent, Alternate
Acting Mayor Jim Foerst led Tues-
day night’s conference session of
the Westfield Town Council.

The council reviewed an ordi-
nance slated for approval at next
Tuesday’s regular meeting to ap-
propriate $165,000 for the repav-
ing of North Euclid Avenue from
East Broad Street to Mountain Av-
enue. The town received state aid
for the project, totaling $145,000,
meaning that local taxpayers will
only bear $20,000 of the project
costs.

The council also reviewed a re-
quest from K&O Realty LLC,
which owns the property occupied
by Sotheby’s at 436 South Avenue.

According to Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea, the company wants
to make improvements to the prop-
erty and is asking to landscape an
area next to its building that is
actually town-owned property. He
said, “I think it will be a nice im-
provement” based on plans sub-
mitted to the town.

Town Planner Bill Drew said that
K&O has a site plan application
before the planning board, which
includes a second-story addition
to the building. He said that he did
not foresee any problems with the
planning board application, but had
recommended that K&O seek
council approval before the board
heard the application, as the board
cannot give permission for changes
to town-owned property.

Alternate Acting Mayor Foerst
said that while he had no problems
with the landscaping improvement,
he was interested in protecting the

town’s rights to the property should
the town ever want to use it for
anything.

Mr. Gildea said that with the
council’s approval, his office would
work on developing an agreement
and a resolution would be forth-
coming, pending planning board
approval of the project.

Councilman Sam Della Fera,
who chairs the Finance Commit-
tee, reported to the council that the
town will be seeking a lower inter-
est rate on its 15-year bonds. He
said that the town and the pool
utility would save a total of
$182,000 over five years, without
increasing the length of time on
the bonds.

The council then went into closed
session with Special Counsel Rob-
ert Cockren to discuss lease nego-
tiations with the Historical Soci-
ety for the Reeve House, Senior
Citizen Housing Corporation lease
negotiations and Sunnyside Senior
Housing versus Town of Westfield.
The lawsuit brought by Sunnyside
is a builders remedy suit regarding
development of a property on
Springfield Avenue. For further in-
formation on this issue,  see
goleader.com/11apr21. For further
information on the Westfield Se-
nior Housing lease,  see
goleader.com/11apr28.
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