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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax”
Has a Saving Grace

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Parents who think global warming is a
bunch of poppycock can kill two birds
with one stone—misrepresent the incon-
venient truth and impart an early lesson
in the abrogation of First Amendment
rights - by forbidding their kids to see
“Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax.” Maybe take
them shooting or to a tractor pull instead.
Teach ‘em something they can use.

But rest assured, children know the
score. They’re just protecting your feel-
ings. During one scene from directors
Chris Renaud and Kyle Balda’s
Hollywoodization of Dr. Seuss’s poi-
gnant jeremiad about the ecology, the
cute little animals are leaving a deci-
mated forest that can no longer sustain
them. The silence in the theater is deafen-
ing.

I’ve no doubt that if President Teddy
Roosevelt, that icon of conservation,
could ride the time machine to a theater
showing “The Lorax,” he’d doff his
Roughrider hat and shout “bully!” reaf-
firming the true spirit of conservatism.
I’d treat to lunch, where I’m sure we’d
agree the film is more important as a
tutorial than it is as art. T.R. can leave the
tip.

While the animation and voicing are
just fine, and the mood of the tale ulti-
mately comical and uplifting, save for the
moral message this has to be the least
Seuss-like of the movie adaptations. Still,
I could see a Broadway rendition. Of
course, with only one memorable song,
they’d have to fix that. And the lecturing,
well, it’s a tad too spoon-fed.

However, let’s skip for a second the
controversy and the fear by some reac-
tionary pundits that tykes and tots view-
ing this flick will immediately want to
occupy their nursery schools, especially
if they’re profitable. This is no more
subversive than “Little Red Riding
Hood.” It’s fun. Strip thought from our
entertainment and we’re numbskulls.

That said, welcome to Thneed-Ville, a
Popsicle and Candyland-looking place
with seemingly happy folk. But look a bit
further and you note that, similar to H.G.
Wells’s passive Eloi in “The Time Ma-
chine,” they’re living a life of subjuga-
tion. Like the phony trees and plants,
their complacency is synthetic. What’s
more, the city is walled.

But here’s the real rub, the ultimate
confiscation we cite when agonizing over
monopolistic insensibility: ‘The next
thing you know, they’ll be charging us
for air.” Fact is, Mr. O’Hare, looking like
the Three Stooges’s Moe Howard and
verbalized by Bob Riggle, wouldn’t have
it any other way. He owns it. Cough up

the cash or suffocate.
How this rotten kettle of fish came to

be is told when, in true chivalric fashion,
12-year-old Ted, articulated by Zac Efron,
embarks to win the love of Audrey, voiced
by Taylor Swift. A budding environmen-
talist, Audrey pines for a real tree, declar-
ing that if someone gave her one, she’d
probably marry him. Hey, if such stuff
could start the Trojan War....

A vision of machismo atop his cool,
one-wheeled motorbike, what little boy
wouldn’t want to be Ted? And now he
has a mission…a quest no less, in the
service of a lady fair, just like the knights
of old. Problem is, he doesn’t know if a
tree grows anywhere in this brave new
world. Good thing Grammy Norma (Betty
White) is around to advise.

Seek out the Once-ler, she counsels.
He’ll know. So off Ted goes, where no
kid has gone before, at least not in a very,
very long time, perhaps not since the air
was free. Like the scene in 1492, when an
adventurer might fear falling off the edge,
he approaches, through tunnel and over
bridge, the end of the known world…the
wall. He zooms through a door.

Gosh…it’s a wasteland, a nonexistent
forest of ruin, and pretty spooky, too. Oh
well, gotta find this Once-ler. But when
he finally does, it’s apparent this won’t
be getting any easier. Barely visible, en-
sconced high in a tower where he lives in
hermit fashion, the Once-ler isn’t quick
to help, at least not at first, his words rife
with mystery and puzzle.

Fortunately, Grammy made sure Ted
took along the Once-ler’s favorite treat.
The story goes into flashback as the
strange curmudgeon tells a tale of greed
and how, through his invention of the
Thneed, an all-purpose garment made
from trees, it resulted in this sad state of
affairs. But hark, the forces of evil are
spying.

Sneaky as Nixon, invasive as the KGB,
Mr. O’Hare is hip to the activist jive,
fearful that this young do-gooder might
spoil his pay-to-breathe domination. Then
the action speeds up and the colorful, 3-
D magic reaches near kaleidoscopic pro-
portions. Land sakes alive, Ma, the revo-
lution is on, and Junior is experiencing
his first coup d’état.

So, let’s see: free speech, separation of
business and state, conservation, and
fighting tyranny. Hmm. Better not let
your kid see “The Lorax.” He might grow
up to be an American.

…
 “Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax,” rated PG, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by Chris
Renaud and Kyle Balda and stars the
voices of Danny DeVito, Zac Efron and
Taylor Swift. Running time: 86 minutes

NJIO, SPFHS Art Exhibit
Celebrates Youth Art Month

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library is pleased to
recognize National Youth Art Month
by presenting the Outreach String
Ensemble of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra, on Sun-
day, March 25, at 2 p.m. The adjoin-
ing gallery will feature student art-
work from Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School studio art classes.

Exhibited work will include paint-
ings, drawing, cut paper pieces, digi-
tal illustration and charcoal. Created
by the Council for Arts Education,
Youth Art Month raises awareness of
the importance and value the arts
have in student’s achievement.

Since its founding in 1994, the
mission of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
is to bridge the generations through
music by bringing quality music pro-
grams to communities in and around
Union County. NJIO utilizes a col-
laborative approach bringing ama-
teur musicians of all backgrounds
and ages together in opportunities

that develop an appreciation for and
experience with musical perfor-
mance.

The NJIO Symphony is a full or-
chestra of strings, woodwinds, brass
and percussion. The Outreach Pro-
gram was formalized in the 2004-05
season and has been expanding
steadily since then performing at se-
nior centers, nursing homes, hospi-
tals, schools and community events.
The Outreach Program is partially
funded by The Fred C. Rummel Foun-
dation; The Wallerstein Foundation
for Geriatric Life Improvement; and
The George L. Watts Mountainside
Community Foundation.

The concert will be open to the
public free of charge. No registration
is required. In the event of cancella-
tion due to inclement weather, illness
or other events, please check the
library’s website: www.Scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Academy for Performing
Arts to Present Little Women
SCOTCH PLAINS – One of

America’s most beloved novels, “Little
Women,” by Louisa May Alcott comes
to life in a musical by Mindi Dickstein,
and Jason Howland at the Academy for
Performing Arts this March.

A cast of 21 talented high school
performers representing several towns
in Union County will perform in the
academy’s second musical production.
The production is directed by Juan
Pineda, a Broadway veteran who has
been directing and teaching through-
out New Jersey for several years and
Valerie Pineda, founder of the Pineda
Lyric Opera, and a professional opera
singer, music director, and director.

Based on Louisa May Alcott’s own
family experiences and novel, Little
Women follows the adventures of Jo,
Meg, Beth and Amy March as they
grow up in Civil War America.

“The story of the March sisters is
timeless and deals with issues as rel-
evant today as when they were written.
Little Women was a great choice for
APA. We are teaching the students a
classic story with characters of strength
and depth,” said Mr. Pineda.

“This has been a great learning expe-
rience for the entire cast. We are cel-
ebrating the lives of all women – the
home-maker, the worker, the mother,
the sister, the wife, and the friend,” said
Ms. Pineda. Attendees will be wel-
comed by a lobby museum honoring
great women in United States history
created by the APA cast and volunteers.
The museum will also feature an inter-
active area for young girls and boys to
create their own journals, and decorate
kites.

The talented cast is lead by Giulianna
Viera as Jo, with Megan Winey and
Madison Riley as Marmee, Ryan Kiel
as Laurie, Katie Lafemina as Beth,
Camila Bermudez and Samantha
Tropper as Meg, Steven Del Col as
John Brooks, Morgan Kelleher as Amy,

Connor Buckley as Mr. Lawrence,
Andrea Moore as Aunt March, and
Daniel Cohen as Professor Bhaer. The
supporting cast includes Jake Robbins
as Mr. Braxton, Ellie Clark as Rodrigo,
Allison Alexander as the Troll, Deyanira
Bazan as the Knight, Olivia Dalessandro
as the Monk, Claire Meehan and Emily
Zimmerman as the Hag/Mrs. Kirk, Skye
Pasek as the Hag, and Amanda
Velazquez as Clarissa.

Little Women opens on Thursday,
March 29, at 7:30 p.m. and other per-
formances include Friday, March 30,
at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 31, at
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Performances will
be held at the Black Box Theatre, Acad-
emy for Performing Arts, Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. All seats
are $11 and tickets can be purchased at
www.apamusicals.eventbrite.com/.

Trailside to Present ‘Raptor
Trust Story’ for Adults

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks
and Community Renewal are
pleased to announce that “The Rap-
tor Trust Story” will be presented at
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside on Thursday,
March 22. This program for adults,
18 and older, will run from 7:15 –
8:15 p.m. The admission fee is $8
per person for Union County resi-
dents and $10 for out-of-county
participants. Pre-registration is pre-
ferred, but walk-ins will be accom-
modated as space permits.

The Raptor Trust, located in
Millington on the edge of the Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge,
is one of the premier wild bird reha-
bilitation centers in the United
States. The facility includes a hos-
pital with state-of-the-art medical
equipment, an education center, and
outdoor aviaries that can house sev-
eral hundred birds. The Trust’s staff
and volunteers care for more than
3,600 injured and orphaned birds
each year, with the primary goal of
releasing as many as possible back
into the wild.

Lauren Butcher, the Trust’s Edu-
cation Director since 2005, will pro-
vide a behind-the-scenes look at
what the Trust does to care for the
thousands of injured and orphaned
birds that are brought to the facility
each year. Ms. Butcher began vol-
unteering at the Raptor Trust in
1999. She has a Master’s Degree
from Rutgers University, where she
studied the history of amateur orni-
thology in the United States.

The presentation will focus on
the raptors, for which the center is
named, but it also will include a

RED TAILED HAWK…“The Raptor
Trust Story,” a program for adults, 18
and older, will be held at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside on Thursday, March 22,
from 7:15 – 8:15 p.m.

discussion on common injuries,
medical procedures and the sea-
sonal care of baby birds. The pro-
gram will touch on a wide variety
of bird species that come through
the Trust’s doors and Ms. Butcher
will share some of their fascinating
stories.

To register for “The Raptor Trust
Story” or for information on other
upcoming programs and events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit  www.ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Mid-Day Musicales to
Present Arthur Woodley

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
125 Elmer Street, concludes its se-
ries of Mid-Day Musicales for Lent
with a concert by noted American
bass, Arthur Woodley. These half-
hour noon concerts are presented in
the church sanctuary with an ad-
mission fee of $5.

Arthur Woodley has been ac-
claimed for his performances in
both opera and concert. He regu-
larly appears at the Seattle Opera,
the Opera Company of Philadel-
phia, the Dallas Opera, and the Cin-
cinnati Opera. He also recently
made his debuts at the San Fran-
cisco Opera and the Pittsburgh Op-
era. His many roles have included
Varlaam “Boris Gudonov,” Bartolo
in “Le Nozze di Figaro,” the Four
Villains in “Les Contes
d’Hoffmann,” Nick Shadow in “The
Rake’s Progress,” Sulpice in “La
Fille du Regiment,” Colline in “La
Boheme,” Raimondo in “Lucia di
Lammermoor,” Basilio in “Il
Barbiere di Siviglia,” and Achillas
in “Giulio Cesare.”

In concert, Mr. Woodley’s recent
concert engagements have included

appearances with the American
Composers Orchestra in Carnegie
Hall; works by Szymanowski and
Janacek at the Bard Music Festival;
the world premiere of “God, Mis-
sissippi, and Medgar Evers” with
the New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra; and appearances with the Dal-
las Symphony, the Houston Sym-
phony, and the Modesto Symphony.
He has also appeared as bass soloist
in Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 in
Mexico City with Sir Neville Marriner
and the Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields.

This season, Mr. Woodley performed
Raimondo in “Lucia di Lammermoor”
with the Atlanta Opera and will return
to Seattle Opera for Rocco in “Fidelio,”
Alidoro in “La Cenerentola” and
Colline in “La Boheme.”

He will be accompanied by pia-
nist Sándor Szabó.

Funding for these concert has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the national Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

breeding bird surveys, led bird
watching and research tours abroad,
and is active in the field of studying
birdsong.

Soprano, Hope Hudson is gain-
ing national recognition for her
work as an advocate of new Ameri-
can art song. She is a frequent col-
laborator with composer/pianist
Richard Pearson Thomas and has
commissioned and premiered sev-
eral of his chamber works and song
cycles. Ms. Hudson has been a fre-
quent performer at the Aldeburgh
Festival in England, and is a candi-
date for the Doctor of Education in
College Teaching at Teachers Col-
lege. Ms. Hudson is an Affiliate
Artist in Voice at Kean University
and is an Adjunct Professor in both
the Music Education and Theater
faculties at Kean.

Mezzo soprano Denise Woods is
a member and soloist in the choir at
the Riverside Church in New York
City. She has performed with Hous-
ton Grand Opera in Porgy and Bess

(American, European and Asian
tours), the Paris Opera, the New
York City Opera, Opera Theatre of
St. Louis, the Opera Theater of St.
Louis, Santa Fe Opera, she has par-
ticipated the Merola Opera program
in San Francisco, and performed
with Boston Lyric Opera.

Tickets for this concert are $20
general admission and $15 for se-
niors/students and may be purchased
at the door or by calling the church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from
12 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Church parking
is available from the entrance on
Ferris Place. The church and sanctu-
ary are handicapped accessible.

Funding for this concert has been
made available through a grant from
the Westfield Foundation and from
The New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a
grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.
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Oratorio Singers

Kean University to Present
Comedy Over the Boardwalk
UNION – The Jersey Shore is com-

ing to Kean University! No, not the
Snooki-Situation “shore.” The place
that inspired a new musical comedy,
Over The Boardwalk, is the more
traditional sand, surf, fun-in-the sun
shore; the kind that prompts memo-
ries of happier days of cotton candy,
taffy, rides, games and, of course,
families.

Kean University is hosting a pre-
mier staged reading of this family-
centered show which will be open to
industry professionals and the pub-
lic. The performance will be held on
Saturday, March 10, at 2 p.m. in the
Zella Fry Theatre. No tickets are re-
quired, and a talk back with the writ-
ers will take place following the per-
formance.

Set in the “happy days” of the sum-
mer of 1963, Over The Boardwalk is
a coming-of-age musical with an all-
original score evoking that time pe-
riod. The setting is a fictional New
Jersey beach boardwalk amusement
pier similar to Jenkinsons’ in Point
Pleasant, Seaside Heights and the old
Asbury Park boardwalk. It follows
philosophy grad student, Bobby, and
journalist intern, Matthew, two out-
siders (“bennys”) who are reunited at
the beach. They arrive just as the
“locals” Melody, Janet, Candy, An-
thony, Grammie G and Big Al are
facing their own individual and col-
lective crises including plans by a
determined developer who wants to
demolish the boardwalk for a more
“progressive” project. Lou Ann
(Cuccurullo) Behan, the show’s prin-
cipal writer, is a Kean alum whose
youthful, family centered summers
at the shore were filled with memo-
ries that just don’t square, for her,
with the derogatory jibes that the
words “Jersey Shore” evoke.

Behan is an attorney in New Jersey
and Virginia, whose lifelong passion
for writing has blossomed into more
than an avocation in the past few
years. This is her second musical
comedy. Peruvian opera star, Jose
Sacin, recently appeared in a staged
reading of her musical, One More
Night, in Reston, Virginia. She has
also written short plays and feature
articles for print media; and is founder
of a Theatre Ministry, which per-
forms shows to raise money for worth-
while charitable causes.

When asked what motivates her to
write about her home state, Ms. Behan
said, “There’s so much more to New
Jersey than what television repre-
sents.” The spirit of New Jersey’s
residents is particularly interesting to
Behan. “The people here have such a
unique and enduring spirit. We’ve
dealt with high property taxes; exor-
bitant auto insurance costs and nu-
merous attempts at “reform.” We’ve
dealt with corruption at all levels,”
she said. “Through it all we’ve clung
to our families-and our senses of hu-
mor-and endured. The shore has been,
for many, a true refuge. It’s that in-
vincible spirit, and steadfast commit-
ment to family, you’ll see driving the
characters in this show.”

Actor/director Joe Bevilacqua, cre-
ator and star of a Comedy-O-Rama
series on satellite radio, and a fellow
Kean alum, will direct the staged
reading. Broadway veteran, Gary
Fitzgerald, is the musical director.
His credits include original Broad-
way productions of Cats, Merrily We
Roll Along, Nine and Dream Girls.

“Nearly all of the actors either cur-
rently live in New Jersey, or hail from
there,” Behan said proudly.

For more information, please visit
www.overtheboardwalkthemusical.com.

Auditions For Continuo Arts Summer
Musical Theater Announced

WESTFIELD - The Continuo Arts
Foundation is currently holding au-
ditions for singers, actors and danc-
ers ages 7-18, for its intensive three-
week summer musical theater con-
servatory. The performances include
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, and A Rising Star Showcase
with Junior and Senior Divisions.

The Junior Division Showcase fea-
tures selections from Gypsy, Annie,
The Lion King, Les Miserables and
Oliver. The Senior Division features
numbers from Wicked, The Produc-
ers, Avenue Q, Spamalot, Aida, The
Boy from Oz, The Lion King, Beauty
and the Beast and others.

The Conservatory is held from
Monday, July 2, to Sunday, July 21.
Rehearsals take place at The Presby-
terian Church of Westfield, and per-
formances are at Oak Knoll School’s

Campion Center for Performing Arts
in Summit.

Young artists will learn about the
key elements of musical theater, en-
joy working with an experienced,
professional staff, and expand their
knowledge in areas that match their
interests and talents: voice, sound,
dance, set design, acting, lighting,
staging, and costumes.

From stage and theaters across the
country, Continuo Arts welcomes
Cherilyn Marrocco as the artistic di-
rector for the 2012 Conservatory,
music director Candace Wicke. and
an outstanding staff for voice, acting,
dance, choreography and a complete
musical theater enrichment experi-
ence.

For more information, or to sched-
ule an audition call (908) 264-5324
or visit www.continuoarts.com.

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra

The Leading Player who, along with
her merry ensemble, tries to persuade
Pippin to go out in a blaze of glory.
After all, she reasons, Pippin has been
singing about being “extra ordinary”
all along, so why not show it by partici-
pating in the blazing finale of immola-
tion?

When Pippin refuses, The Leading
Player comes downstage to apologize
to the audience for her failure of the
promised “Grand Finale” and demands
the Players take off the costumes of
Pippin, Catherine, and Theo who be-
come totally alone, stripped of colorful
costumes, makeup and rosy lighting.

No flattering spot-
lights or romantic mu-
sic underpinning the
scene show Pippin the
world as it is, not as he
would like it to be. When
he still chooses to be
with Catherine and
Theo, Catherine asks
him how he feels about
not having a spectacu-
lar ending, he says sin-
cerely, “trapped, but
happy.” The magical
troupe of Players and
The Leading Player eas-
ily move on to another
victim to entice into a
world of being “extra
ordinary.”

Superlatives for the cast, orches-
tra, tech and committees do not do
justice to the caliber of work these
high school students and their direc-
tors achieved. A functional, impres-
sive, massive two-story set by de-
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WHS’ Pippin

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DILEMMA…The Leading Player (Taylor Jackson) taunts Pippin (Matt Lynn),
Catherine (Annie Oldakowski) and her son Theo (Connor Wynne) who find
themselves stripped of everything but love for each other in Westfield High
School’s production of Pippin.

signer Roy Chambers served as the
perfect backdrop for wonderfully over-
the- top multi-colored costumes of jest-
ers, warriors, and Players who sported
magical make-up.

Sound designer Kevin Johnson cap-
tured every syllable and Michael
Kimmel and Lisa Weinshrott Kimmel
have once again taken lighting to a
professional level. Bravo to musical
director/conductor Mr. Brzozowski and
his exceptional orchestra that handled
rhythmic variations easily.

High school musicals often feature
students who can sing, dance or act.
Rarely do teenagers master all three.

The teachers and directors at Westfield
High School must be doing something
terribly right to produce performers, as
leads or ensemble members, whose
expertise display they are triple threats
who are truly “extra ordinary.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
POLITICAL AWARENESS…In the song, “Morning
Glow” Pippin (Matt Lynn) sings of the new regime that
will bring about necessary revolution while his step-
mother, Fastrada (Maggie Tanji), right, readies the
royal robe for the next heir to the throne.

First Congregational to
Present Elijah

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, presents Part I of
Mendelssohn’s oratorio, Elijah, dur-
ing the worship service, Sunday
morning, March 18, at 10 a.m.

This dramatic and ever-popular work
tells the story of several episodes in the
life of the Biblical prophet Elijah. Writ-
ten in English and premiered in Bir-
mingham, England in 1846, it was an
immediate success, and has remained
one of the most-beloved works in the
oratorio repertoire.

It will be performed by the church’s
Festival Chorus, featuring soloists
Stephen Bradley as Elijah, soprano
Jaimie Baer Peterson, mezzo-soprano
Emily Golden, and tenor Scott Six. The
performance will be directed and ac-
companied by the church’s Organist
and Music Director, Dr. Barbara
Thomson.


