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IT’S TIME!
Update Your

Club, Organization
Information Now

www.goleader.com/organizations

Be correct in this spring’s
This Is Westfield

Freedom of Speech Is Our Right, But
Good Taste Is Our Responsibility

Richard Mattessich, president of
the Westfield Board of Education, e-
mailed me on March 12, “Please rest
assured that the Board of Education
operates with more than a sufficient
amount of decency and moral val-
ues.” He was replying to my letter to
him concerning the Board requiring
the students to read “The Absolutely
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by
Sherman Alexie that includes vulgar
words.

I recognize that great literature on
occasion includes vulgar words. Con-
sider Shakespeare for example.

But I have trouble with “The Abso-
lutely True Diary of a Part-Time In-
dian”  because it is now required
reading. It is not the theme of the
book, which concerns me. It is the
vulgar language used.

We should want students exposed
to the finer things in life where vulgar
language has no place. I would need
a very long list of examples to prove
my point. John Keats, Emily
Dickinson, E. M. Forster, Jane Austen,
Sir Walter Scott, William
Wordsworth, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, John Milton, Winston S.
Churchill, and…

It is bad enough that vulgar lan-
guage courses through every day
speech in today’s society and four-
letter words are standard fare in the
movies and among “comedians.”

Must we at their early age expose
students to vulgar language? Put an-
other way, by requiring the students
to read a book with vulgar language,
we give them the okay to use such

language.
Yes, there may be, as the Board of

Education argues, a “positive impact”
caused by the book and that “critical
thinking skills” may be refined.

But Charles Dickens also has had a
“positive impact” and also in his
masterpieces has helped to refine
“critical thinking skills” and without
a vulgar word in sight. Why does the
Board of Education not require works
by or about George Washington
Carver, Marion Anderson, Mahatma
Gandhi, or Native-American Indian
Chief Joseph Nez Perce — all of
whom who spoke out strongly against
racial discrimination against their
people?

But there is a new philistinism
about, a new vandalizing of all things
good, a moral collapse, a spiritual
desert spreading its dry contagion.

Board member Ann Cary, the chair-
person for the Board’s curriculum
committee, stated that her committee
had concluded, “there were insuffi-
cient reasons to take the book off of a
required reading list” as the book was
found to have educational merit to
learn about the Native-American com-
munity. Extraordinary that vulgar lan-
guage is an insufficient reason to take
the book off a required reading list!
Are we to expect that in the name of
educational merit the Board of Educa-
tion will require the display of x-rated
movies or “art” in the schools?

Please note that I take the First
Amendment very seriously. Never-
theless, while freedom of speech may
be our right, decency and good taste
are our responsibilities. We are mov-
ing, and not ever so slowly, toward
Sodom and Gomorrah.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Letters to the Editor Town Council Needs to Sharpen Their
Pencils and Reduce Expenses

I am responding to your article in
this week’s paper. You say in the
paper that the Westfield Town Coun-
cil has said they are $1.5 million
short in the coming year’s budget.
They, as a result of this shortfall, have
decided to institute a new tax.

Haven’t they heard there is a reces-
sion going on and it keeps getting
worse each and every month? The
rest of the world, when they are faced
with a budget short fall or a family
short fall or a business short fall, they
reduce their expenses.

Well paying jobs are being lost
every day. Housing prices are declin-

ing every day. Soon there will be tax
appeals. As the housing prices fall in
town so will the given revenue.

There are $2 million more foreclo-
sures yet to be processed. The federal
government keeps trying to put new
money into the system without long
lasting results.

The town council needs to sharpen
their collective pencils and reduce
expenses. They have no other alter-
nate. Raising taxes (of any sort) is not
a viable option.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Garwood Mayor Invites
Residents on Saturday
On Saturday morning, March 17,

Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
will be available in her office at
Garwood Borough Hall to meet with
residents. Any resident wishing to
speak with the mayor regarding any
issue is encouraged to stop in be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and  noon.
No appointment is necessary.

Mayor Quattrocchi has set aside
the mornings of the third Saturday of
each month for this purpose. How-
ever, she is also available to address
resident issues and concerns by ap-
pointment during the borough’s regu-
lar business hours via e-mail at
pquattrocchi@garwood.org or by
phone at (908) 789-0710.

Musicfest Is An Example of How the
County Conducts the People’s Business

Union County has announced that
it is canceling Musicfest and their
Rhythm and Blues concerts. They
are claiming that this will save $1.2
million, which will help save county
jobs. Really?

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation (UCWA) has been trying to
follow the costs of these concerts,
Musicfest in particular, for years. I
was publicly mocked by former
county manager George Devanney
when I surmised that Musicfest was
costing upwards of $1.2 million an-
nually. He publicly stated that the
cost was only $360,000. The docu-
ments I obtained through the OPRA
never added up to the county’s claims.
To this day, I can only guess what
these concerts actually cost as there
is no accountability. Although the
county prosecutor investigated the
2010 Musicfest and found “the use of
public funds deserves more than it
received,” he held no employee ac-
countable.

Costs that aren’t included are the
jobs that were created to run these
concerts. A department was created

and Freeholder Dan Sullivan’s niece
was put in charge of it. I could never
find out how many people worked
under her. If the county is going to be
laying off employees, they should
start with the elimination of this de-
partment.

Musicfest is just one of the many
projects under the county’s half a
billion-dollar budget. It is an easy-to-
understand example of how they are
conducting the people’s business
overall.

Tina Renna
President, UCWA

Scotch Plains Council Members Are
Committed to Merge Police Depts.

There has been much coverage and
much discussion about the merging of
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains Police
Departments. All over the State of New
Jersey, residents look to their elected
representatives to find ways to ease the
property tax burden. Enhancing shared
services is at the top of the list of ways to
save dollars.

We are committed to merging the
Scotch Plains Police with Fanwood’s.
While all the details have to be finalized,
it is clear that just such a merger would
save both towns a significant amount.

Legislation on the oversight of a merged
police force gives options: a shared ser-
vice or a joint meeting. At this point, we
believe either choice gets us to where we
want to be – a police department that
protects and serves both communities
efficiently, ending redundancy, and saves
the taxpayers money. Any other position
that prevents us from reaching the ulti-
mate goal of merging should be
marginalized.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
Councilman Bo Vastine

Scotch Plains

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite of Westfield, (908) 232-8700

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Mar. 14
thru Tues., Mar. 27, 2012. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits
Debit
Card

12-OZ. NR BTLS., 6-PACK

Killian’s 
Irish Red 599

Guinness Pub Draft

Danny Boy
Irish Whiskey

2199

Jameson
Irish

Whiskey

3499

Irish Beers...

ShopRite SALE DATES:
Wed., March 14 thru
Tues., March 27, 2012

Irish Whiskeys...

Jameson

3999

Jameson Gold

6999

12-YEAR
OLD

1.75 L

Black Bush

2999

Bushmill’s

3999

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

Tullamore Dew

2199
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Plenty o’ Savin’ at...

4-Pack

599
6-Pack

799
14.9-OZ. 

CANS
12-OZ. 

NR BTLS.

Irish Cordials
Baileys

Irish Cream

Irish Mist

2299

3999
1.75 L

1999
750 
ML

750 
ML

Murphy’s
Stout 4-Pack 599

Harp Lager
6-Pack 699

Smithwick’s 
Irish Ale 799

12-oz. btl.

16-oz. cans

6-Pack
12-oz. btl.

Original Only

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department
at ShopRite Wines and
Spirits of Westfield

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ (908) 232-8700

Tom Kean to Ed. Law Center: “Enough Already”
WESTFIELD — Senate Republican

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
issued the following statement respond-
ing to renewed threats of legal action
against the state by Education Law Cen-
ter Executive Director David Sciarra. Mr.
Sciarra’s comments followed the an-
nouncement by the Christie Administra-
tion of a $100-million commitment to
address emergent school repair issues by
the Schools Development Authority
(SDA):

“It wasn’t so long ago that SDA’s
predecessor, the Schools Construction
Corporation, frittered away $8.6 billion
in money borrowed at taxpayer expense
without much to show for it. This funding
was sapped away from its intended pur-
pose by mismanagement for which no-
body was held to account. School chil-
dren are the ones who are short changed
when money that is supposed to improve
their learning environment is wasted by
bureaucratic incompetence and political

corruption. Mr. Sciarra’s continuous
threats of legal action are either willfully
ignorant of the schools construction
program’s shameful history, or deliber-
ately neglect to take it into account. What-
ever the case may be, he is showing
profound contempt for the taxpayers of
New Jersey. Given all the past abuses in
this program, a little diligence is not too
much to ask in the interest of protecting
the taxpayers and preventing another
colossal waste of their money. The Ad-
ministration should be applauded for re-
storing oversight and accountability in
school construction, not condemned in
panicky, hyper-critical press releases. Mr.
Sciarra, enough already.”

In an interview with The Star-Ledger
(Rundquist, 3/13/12), Mr. Sciarra is
quoted as follows: “If they’re going to
simply issue another vague list as a way
to put off undertaking these repairs in a
prompt manner, then we’ll have no choice
but to litigate.”

� Other locations include:
200 South Orange Avenue, Livingston • 173 Essex Avenue, Metuchen •  
166 Lyons Avenue, Newark

BARNABAS HEALTH

Center for Breast Health and Disease Management 

From left to right, Sarah Schaefer, MD;  M. Michele Blackwood, MD, FACS; 
Janette McDermott, MD, FACS; Elissa Santoro, MD 

EXTRAORDINARY 
BREAST CARE IS NOW IN WESTFIELD.

Visit The Center for Breast Health and Disease Management 
at our new, convenient location, and access our dedicated staff 
of highly experienced female surgeons. 

The Center for Breast Health and Disease Management  
is accredited by the National Accreditation Program for 
Breast Centers (NAPBC) and accepts most major insurances. 

We are located at 560 Springfield Ave, Suite 101, Westfield, NJ. 
Call to schedule an appointment today, 973.322.7020, or visit our
website at barnabashealth.org/breasthealth


