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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

The Westfield Regional Health
Depart. Provides Its March Report

Fairview Shouldn’t Close Entire
Cemetery Because of Whitney

‘Big Brother’ Government and The
Obamanization of America

I am sad! I have been walking
regularly in Fairview Cemetery for
the past four years. It has helped me
lose 20 pounds and lower my choles-
terol and blood pressure. I chose there
because of convenience and its hills
and beautiful landscape. Also, I can
change my route whenever I want. To
top it off, I kill two birds with one
stone by visiting family and friends
while getting a workout.

A few weeks ago, that all changed.
By now, most people know that
Whitney Houston was laid to rest,
next to her father, in Fairview Cem-
etery. When this information was
publicized, I thought it was “very
cool” and that her family had picked
a lovely cemetery. Now I am not so
sure of my feelings of Ms. Houston
being there. The cemetery is closed
to the public indefinitely. That means

that my fellow walkers (there are
several of us) and I can no longer
walk in Fairview. Sure, I can drive in
and visit family and friends who are
interred there, but the reason I go so
often is for the exercise. The other
day was my first attempt to go in and
walk. There are two uniformed po-
lice at the front gate who would not
let me in. The back gate is locked.
Fairview Cemetery has shut down all
105 acres for one person buried in the
back. I can understand that the man-
agers of the cemetery are over-
whelmed, but maybe they should
consider the uniformed police right
by Whitney’s grave instead of clos-
ing down the whole place.

Theo Truch
Westfield

Time and again Americans have
been able to meet the challenges of
evil forces that would dilute the qual-
ity of liberty we enjoy, undermine
our personal freedoms, and remove
the incentive to improve your station
in life. The big brother, government
dominated policies emanating from
our current President’s administra-
tion, endorsed by his rubber-stamp
Senate majority, and financially fu-
eled by the unions and selective eth-
nic groups, pose the greatest threat
America has ever faced. Without fir-
ing a shot, he and his do-gooder ma-
nipulators are leading America to
become a third-world country. It is
not only environmental mutilation of
cost benefit analysis that we thank
him for $4 gas, but the arrogance of
ignorance in aggravating our energy
shortfall so that you, the reader, can
learn how to shorten your vacation or
cancel it, buy a cheaper car, go out to
dinner less, and stop buying at stores
that really have the style you wanted.
For those who always took pride in
providing well for their families, sav-
ing and planning for their youth’s
education, roadblocks and confiscat-
ing taxation are meant to make you

part of his expanding plantation of
dependent slaves. How often have
you heard that there is no free lunch?
But in the dipsy-doodle Disney World
of the Obama Administration and the
policies endorsed by his followers,
there is a free lunch, even if it means
your beloved grandchildren will be
settling for a much less satisfying life
by paying off his folly.

Our opportunity to flush away a
four-year failed presidency is com-
ing upon us. If we do not open our
eyes to reality and get any replace-
ment in for him, America is con-
demned to a hellish future. We could
almost have a national lottery to pick
a new president and be assured no
matter how simple a person from the
ranks of our citizens wins, that they
could understand and save our coun-
try by going back to the roots of our
Constitution. You have a great re-
sponsibility to recharge America’s
spirit so that you once again feel the
pride when your flag goes by, instead
of watching it hang dead in the foul
winds of the Obama Admistration
and policy.

Warren Victor
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health met
on March 5, 2012. The Board dis-
cussed a resident’s request for an
ordinance to prohibit smoking in
public parks and recreational facili-
ties. The town already prohibits smok-
ing in the Westfield Memorial Pool
complex, which is enforced by the
Westfield Police and Health Depart-
ments. Smoking is also prohibited in
Board of Education facilities. The
Board of Health concluded that the
Town Council should extend the ban,
and we will explore other possible
actions related to smoking in order to
protect public health. The Board
agreed that the issue of smoking in
multi-unit residences is complex and
will rely on education to minimize
the potentially harmful effects of in-
door smoking on residents.

The high cost of state-mandated
animal control services – currently
contracted at $83,151 per year – is a

continuing concern and the Board is
pursuing a possible shared service
agreement with two other towns to
lower the cost.

In addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department is sponsoring free
health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Colorectal Education will
be on Thursday, April 12, from 10
a.m. to noon and Diabetes Screening
will be on Thursday, May 17, from
10 a.m. to noon. For more informa-
tion about these programs and to reg-
ister, please call the Overlook Com-
munity Health Department at 1-800-
247-9580.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
March 5 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Monday,
April 2 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. At
that meeting, the Board will also hold
a mandatory hearing concerning a
restaurant that had a consumer com-
plaint and three consecutive condi-
tional satisfactory ratings.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Bd. of Health

Bill Sewer Costs Through Tax-Efficient
Property Taxes, Not Regressive Fees

To date, serious [Westfield] mu-
nicipal budget problems and a ques-
tionable solution – the sewer fee –
appear to have been incompletely
explained. This will hopefully have
been covered in more detail by the
announced public presentation of the
budget at the March 13 meeting of
Town Council – to which this letter
was sent in advance.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) costs, which used to
be covered entirely by property taxes,
went up by $250,000 this year; yet a
“sewer fee” is being introduced to
raise $1.3 million. The town trum-
pets meeting the 2 percent budget
cap, but there is really a significant
budget gap that is being met by a
large increase in costs to taxpayers.
The average homeowner is told that
the municipal tax portion of his tax
bill will increase by $79. But with the
sewer fee of $170, the total increase
is $249. That amounts to a stunning
10 percent increase in the amount an
average homeowner assessed at
$182,300 has been paying for mu-
nicipal services!

Because the increase in RVSA costs
is only a small percentage of the total
$1.3 million, the fee appears to be an
artifice mostly covering serious prob-
lems elsewhere in the budget that
have not been thoroughly explained
as to source and which traditionally
would have been covered through
property taxes. Given that major bud-
get items for salaries and pension
expenses declined, the budget prob-
lems may be on the revenue side,
such as an increase in unpaid prop-

erty taxes and the mentioned lack of
surplus or money from town asset
sales to support the budget.

Unfortunately, this sewer fee has
both a real and an unnecessary cost to
taxpayers, and is regressive as well.
Property taxes are deductible on fed-
eral and state income tax returns.
Sewer fees are not. Therefore shift-
ing the funding of expenses to a sewer
fee has an extra cost to taxpayers. At
the typical federal marginal income
tax brackets that would apply to most
Westfield homeowners, that $170 fee
could give more than a $40 reduction
in federal income taxes if it were a
property tax instead. Finally, this $170
flat fee hits those living in less costly
homes, often struggling with lower
incomes, harder than if the $1.3 mil-
lion had been raised through prop-
erty taxes (where high end
homeowners would have paid a larger
share of the money being raised).

In the March 1 Westfield Leader it
was reported that Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said that the ordinance
creating this fee is for 2012 only. It
may or may not be possible or too late
to put this $1.3 million fee back into
property taxes this year and not have
a fee. However, I certainly hope that
in the future the town will be more
sensitive to the challenges faced by
many lower income homeowners and
with respect to everyone’s hard-
earned dollars, and bill these costs
through tax-efficient property taxes,
not regressive fees.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

PTSO Gives Thanks
For Fine Arts Support
The Westfield High School (WHS)

PTSO would like to thank the stu-
dents and faculty of WHS, the
Westfield Memorial Library, the
Westfield Rotary Club and the com-
munity for their support of the fine
arts fundraiser held on March 3. The
birdhouse silent auction successfully
raised more than $1,200, which will
be used for the purchase of new art
easels at the high school.

This year’s fundraiser featured 35
unique birdhouses, crafted by students
and faculty of Westfield High School.
The students and faculty volunteered
to create these one-of-a-kind bird-
houses during their own spare time.
The Westfield Memorial Library al-
lowed the birdhouses to be on display
for the month of February in the Teen
Zone section. The Westfield Rotary
Club graciously allowed the PTSO to
set up tables, during their annual Pan-
cake Day, for the auction.

This event could not be successful
without volunteers. The PTSO thanks
Susan and Dylan Bonina and Jane
Tresnan for spending their morning
at the WHS to assist in the sale.

Last but not least, we wish to thank
Westfield and the surrounding com-
munities who supported this auction.
Every house was sold and will now
benefit the fine arts department for
years to come.

Ingrid McKinley, Deb Montick,
Cindy Gallagher, Westfield

Scotch Plains Should Let St. Bart’s
Play Ball by Not Playing Legalese

Since 1978 the St. Bart’s Old-Timers Men’s Soft-
ball League has been providing recreation as well as
affordable entertainment for the whole family in-
cluding a Labor Day picnic and All-Star games. The
League is open to everyone. But now that may be
ending as the Township of Scotch Plains and insur-
ance representatives are forcing the league to sign a
hold harmless agreement with Scotch Plains as part
of the township’s insurance risk management proce-
dures if they wish to continue using township parks.
St. Bart’s play their games before fun-filled crowds
at Brookside, Farley, and Jerseyland Parks in Scotch
Plains and Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

Scotch Plains is a member of the Suburban Mu-
nicipal Joint Insurance Fund or JIF of which Scotch
Plains Township Manager Chris Marion is the cur-
rent chairman. Other officers include Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea and Mountainside Bor-
ough Administrator/Police Chief James Debbie.
Towns in the JIF are Bedminster, Bernards Town-
ship, Bernardsville, Far Hills, Harding Township,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Summit, Watchung
and Westfield. JIF’s were formed to provide self-
insurance to municipalities instead of commercial/
liability insurance for  large claims.

The league says it has always filed the proper
permits with the township and has its own insurance.
So why is the township trying to end this favorite
summer pastime with a legal agreement? Have there
been claims against the township related to adult
softball games? Is this a newly discovered nifty JIF
instrument for government to confound the public?

What should be a fun activity has been turned into
the township’s attorneys forcing their will onto a
men’s league with a long history in Scotch Plains.
The league sent a letter to Mr. Marion seeking
amendments to the agreement the township wants
signed, but Mr. Marion said those changes were “not
acceptable to the township.” The league has called
the draft agreement “overly broad and vague” and
said it appears to date back to the 1990s. The league
also believes the township is attempting to shift its
liability onto the league for other park activities such
as people using the basketball courts when St. Bart’s
is using the ball field.

Deputy Mayor Mary Depaola said Mr. Marion has
been updating procedures that used to be “hand-
shake deals.” It seems to us that those were the good
old days. Are hold-harmless agreements the result of
the high volume of frivolous lawsuits filed against
government by overzealous attorneys or are these an
effort by towns to over regulate our lives? Will apple
pie be banned next — and will a handshake no longer
be acceptable? Do the people exist for the parks or do
the parks exist for the people?

After all is said and done, surely this nifty JIF
nasty will be settled (we hope).

Having legal contracts smother our lives is
wretched. Did you ever read that rental car agree-
ment you were forced to sign at the airport? It’s
impossible, and everyone in line behind you would
howl if you caused them to wait. There’s got to be a
better way for society to get along - such as the old-
fashioned way?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roriferous – Producing dew
2. Diabolist – A devil worshiper
3. Maricious – Strong; racy
4. Omadhaun – A fool or imbecile

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KEDDAH
1. An elephant trap
2. A light anchor used to warp a ship or

free it when ashore
3. The eleventh letter in the Hebrew

alphabet
4. Disgust; disapproval

MABBLE
1. To wrap
2. To crumble; scatter
3. To mumble inaudibly
4. To chew loudly

HEURETIC
1. A branch of logic dealing with dis-

covery or invention
2. Solitary in behavior in a mystical

manner
3. A doctrine or set of opinions at

variance with established doctrine
4. Unstable; unbalanced mentally

PERTUSSIS
1. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening
2. Given to impudent, saucy behavior

or speech
3. Whooping cough
4. Characterized by being pierced with

holes

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Mass Transit Credit
...Restoring the mass transit commuter

benefit would help thousands of New
Jerseyans who are tired of putting so
much of their paychecks into getting to
and from work. Mass transit boosts the
economy, reduces dirty auto emissions
and takes cars off our congested roads...
I’m pleased that this bill finally appears
poised for Senate passage, and I urge the
House to follow suit and approve this bill
immediately.

The 2009 Recovery Act allowed mass
transit riders to set aside up to $230 of
pre-tax income a month to help cover
commuting expenses. Since the increased
tax benefit expired in January, mass tran-
sit riders have been able to set aside at
most $125 per month.

Sen. Frank Lautenberg

SEWER FEES?
WHAT HAPPENED TO

OUTHOUSES AND THE
“TRICKLE DOWN”

THEORY?

Union Cty Freeholders, Elizabeth
(908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Al Mirabella, chair

amirabella@ucnj.org

The Money Is Gone And The Only
Thing Left Is to Pay The Bill

For a large part — that Westfield residents now
face a sewer tax is the result of bungling by the
Rahway Valley Sewer Authority (RVSA) over the
past decade. At the start of 2000, RVSA debt was
essentially zero. Then, the courts ordered the Au-
thority to make improvements to deal with
stormwater flow when it rains and overloads the
plant. In essence, this became an excuse to open the
floodgates of spending for every sycophant tapping
into the public coffers.

Rather than making essential, levelheaded im-
provements, the situation spiraled out of control.
Every widget and gadget was thrown into the mix.
Law firms and bonding companies had a field day.

Now the public is saddled with the RSVA white
elephant (portions dysfunctional), and over $200
million of debt from the feeding frenzy. It isn’t over
yet. Forty million dollars is in litigation and the end

to legal fees and forensic accountants is anyone’s guess.
The debt financing was arranged in a ballooned

fashion to mask the payments near-term from the
public’s eye. The tsunami of the true bill is just
beginning.

Westfield held on as long as it could without
imposing a charge. Other towns previously imple-
mented a sewer tax (Scotch Plains, Cranford and
Clark for example).

There are many other things that could be said and
surely mitigating circumstances may exist. Were we
just unlucky? The money is gone and the only thing
left is to pay the bill.

Authorities and public utilities in New Jersey have
been labeled the hidden component of government.
We have difficulty just trying to list them. The
Governor is trying, but even he has trouble keeping
tabs on them.


