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County Cancels MusicFest,
Rhythm & Blues Due to Cuts
COUNTY — Union County offi-

cials announced Friday night the can-
cellation of Union County MusicFest
and Rhythm & Blues by the Brook
for 2012 due to budgetary constraints.

“A consensus was reached by the
freeholder board (on Thursday) fol-
lowing numerous fiscal committee
meetings, union negotiations, and de-
partmental meetings. The cuts will
save approximately $1.2 million,” ac-
cording to a press release issued by
the county’s public information de-
partment.

“As we’ve continued to put our
budget together for 2012, it has be-
come apparent that we need to make
programmatic cuts without sacrific-
ing essential services,” Mr. Mirabella
said. “We are at a crossroads and
must make tough decisions to achieve
fiscal stability.”

Mr. Mirabella noted while
MusicFest and Union County Rhythm
& Blues by the Brook have been
canceled for 2012, these events and
many other programs will be evalu-
ated on a year-by-year basis. The
freeholder chairman noted the county
would continue its exhaustive review
of all line items and programs to
achieve continued efficiencies
throughout the upcoming weeks be-
fore adopting a budget.

The decision on MusicFest follows
a report by the county prosecutor’s
office that found the 2010 event was
“poorly executed” and cost the county
$1.1 million to stage. The event also
included the Union County Fair.
MusicFest has been held at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark in September while
Rhythm & Blues have been held in
June at Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield.

REGION – The stretch of North
Avenue/Route 28 from Front Street
to Westfield Avenue in Union County
is among the most dangerous roads
for pedestrians in New Jersey, ac-
cording to a study by the Tri-State
Transportation Campaign, a policy
watchdog organization.

The group reported that six pedes-
trian fatalities were reported along
the stretch from 2008-2010 with two
of those occurring in Westfield along
with one each in Cranford and Roselle
Park. Overall 40 pedestrians were
killed on Union County roads during
the same time frame. Nine of those
deaths were along Route 1&9.

The report found Route 130
(Burlington Pike) in Burlington County
was the most dangerous road in the
state for pedestrians with 10 pedestrian
fatalities. Most of those occurred in
Burlington Township and Delran. US-
1 in Middlesex County was also high
on the list with seven deaths.

“All three of these roads (Routes
130, 1&9 and 1) are arterials – roads
designed to move vehicles with little
regard for the safety of pedestrians or
bicyclists who also use them,” said
Janna Chernetz, New Jersey advo-
cate for the Campaign. “This type of
planning has fatal consequences.”

In the three years between 2008

and 2010, 435 pedestrians were killed
on New Jersey’s roadways. While the
number of pedestrian deaths de-
creased in 2010 from 158 fatalities to
139, recently released 2011 data from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation, however, shows a slight
increase in pedestrian fatalities.

All listed in the top high-risk roads
are Route 35 in Middlesex County,
Route 46 in Morris County and U.S.
322/40 (Black Horse Pike) in Atlan-
tic County, all with six fatalities each.
Route 36 in Monmouth County, White
Horse Pike/US 30 in Camden County,
Route 22 in Somerset County and
Route 9 in Ocean County recorded
five fatalities each.

The Campaign said it hopes that
this analysis will encourage New
Jersey to renew its commitment to
pedestrian safety. The Campaign
encourages the Christie Adminis-
tration to continue the Pedestrian
Safety Initiative and to adequately
fund pedestrian and bike infrastruc-
ture programs including Safe
Routes to Schools and Safe Streets
to Transit in the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation’s capi-
tal program.

The full report, as well as county fact
sheets and Google Maps can be found
at www.tstc.org/reports/danger12/.

Dems Propose 20 Percent
Property Tax Credit

Routolo Joins Imagine
As Program Director
WESTFIELD – Former Union

County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo has
joined the staff of Imagine as pro-
gram director. Imagine is a year-round
grief support center for children.

As program director, Ms. Ruotolo
will work in partnership with Imag-
ine Clinical and Training Director
Connie Palmer to run all direct ser-
vice programs for children and fami-
lies in addition to providing overall
administrative management for Imag-
ine operations. Most recently, Ms.
Ruotolo was senior consultant of
donor relations for The Seeing Eye.
Prior to that she was director of op-
erations and programming for the
Garden State Arts Foundation.

She served as a freeholder from
1998 to 2004.

TRENTON — In response to Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s proposal for a
10 percent income tax cut over the
next three years, Assembly Demo-
crats have released their own plan to
provide up to a 20 percent property tax
relief credit for New Jersey’s middle-
class and lower-income homeowners.

Assembly Democrats say their plan
would help 95 percent of New Jersey
homeowners by providing a maximum
credit of $2,000 with the average fam-
ily set to receive a $1,552 credit.

“It would affect anybody making
up to $250,000. You would be able to
get 20 percent of your property taxes
— up to $10,000 — so that would be
a maximum of $2,000 of real prop-
erty tax relief. Homestead rebates are
not affected by this and renters actu-
ally get something back also,” As-
sembly Budget Committee Chairman
Vincent Prieto (D-32, Secaucus) said.

Assembly Majority Leader
Greenwald (D-6th, Camden) added,
“Under our plan, a family earning
$100,000 per year that pays $8,000
in property taxes would receive
$1,600 in tax relief, compared to the
$275 under the governor’s plan. Our
plan provides real property tax relief
to 95 percent of New Jersey
homeowners, with the average fam-
ily slated to receive a credit of $1,552
against their property taxes.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said he
was “glad to hear that Democratic

leaders have finally come around to
the Republican view that New Jersey’s
taxpayers deserve help.”

“The relentless efforts by Governor
Christie and legislative Republicans
to reduce the tax burden have reached
the point where we can now debate
which approach is best. For too long,
Trenton has debated which tax to in-
crease, but now it looks like we’re
going to have a serious discussion
about which tax to reduce. No matter
the outcome, taxpayers will win that
argument,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Mayors Flood Control Panel
To Meet in Union On April 3
UNION — The Mayors Council

on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control announced its next meeting
will be April 3 hosted by Union Town-
ship Mayor Joe Florio at the Union
Township Municipal Building.
Mayor Florio welcomed the meeting
in his community as a constructive
approach on a regional basis to find
solutions to mitigate the impacts of
river flooding.

The Mayors Council is made up of
the mayors of the communities that
are in the Rahway River Watershed
including Millburn, Union, Spring-
field, Cranford, Winfield Park,
Westfield, Rahway, Garwood and
Kenilworth. The organization was
founded in October 2011 after the
damages from Hurricane Irene to
develop flood control strategies on a
regional basis to mitigate flooding
and protect area residents.

The meeting comes after the Coun-
cil learned of the data that has been
researched on the cost of the damage
caused by Irene to individual
homeowners and to municipal and
school facilities. The cost impact ex-
ceeded $50 million. Additional FEMA
(Federal Emergency Management
Agency) information is expected in
late March. The economic loss in-
cluding property value loss is the foun-
dation of the Mayors’ call for federal,
state and county support to mitigate
potential future storm damages.

The April 3rd agenda will include
an update on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers hydrology evaluation of
several priority projects to increase
the storage of floodwaters including
assessment of the Orange Reservoir
and the South Mountain Reserva-
tion, a review of opportunities in the
Lenape Park Retention Basin includ-
ing changing the spillway, evaluation
of both Echo Lake and Nomehegan
Parks, and assessment of the bridges
along the stretch of the river.

U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.) and Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) recently announced a $225,000
federal appropriation to continue the
Army Corps work on solutions. The
New Jersey State Department of En-
vironmental Protection (NJDEP) is
the state partner with the Army Corps.

The mayors will also consider rec-
ommendations of the engineers of the
watershed communities. The engi-
neers were hosted last week by Union
County Engineer Tom Mineo and cov-
ered numerous action items including
better river maintenance practices and
regulatory relief regarding normal
stream maintenance.

In addition, a resolution will be
presented to commit each community
to lowering the amount of impervious
surfaces by 10 percent by 2014 and a
list of flood prone properties will be
provided to Union County for consid-
eration for open space purchase.

WF League Readies
Field for Opening Day
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Dan Duffy, presi-
dent of the Westfield Baseball League,
told the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission on Monday night that the
Gumbert Park baseball fields will be
ready for opening day on Saturday,
April 14.

“At G-1, we had a had a hard time
getting the machines back there to
clean out the property behind the out-
field. We addressed drainage issues by
installing 200 to 250 feet of piping
flowing into three wells, eliminating a
lot of water from right and center to
left fields,” Mr. Duffy told the com-
mission. “The contractor has grated
the field level, and we can pitch the
back of the field toward the wells.”

“Posts have been sunk for high
netting near the neighbors house (16
feet) and four feet all the way around.
The high netting will be on pulleys,
so it can be taken down after baseball
season and stored,” Mr. Duffy added.
“We’ve taken measurements for digi-
tal screening. Each section of fence
will be 10 feet wide with a letter that
will spell out Westfield.” He said the
mounds and batter’s boxes would be
covered after each game. Mr. Duffy
said the scoreboards will be powered
and benches for players will be in-
stalled with shade cover for the dug-
outs at Gumbert fields two and three.

Mr. Duffy also said that the league
is implementing a program with train-
ing for high school and middle school
students to line and ready the fields
before the games.

“They will be paid,” he said. “At
the end of the day we’ll give the kids
a real baseball facility. We look for-
ward to opening day.”

Recreation Commission Chairman
Jim Marvin said, “It would be good
to know when we are profiting, and
the timing of when the payments
come in.” He also suggested that an-
other set of e-mail reminders go out
regarding registration for the small-
est children, whose parents might not
be familiar with the registration pro-
cess, so they can still register in April.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said that from January to
March of this year the department’s

general income was $13,558 with
expenses of $11,045. The pool’s in-
come was $124,397 with expenses of
$27,527. The pool is considered a
separate utility.

In terms of pool membership rev-
enue, as of March 12, $90,727 was
received in credit card payments,
$235,362 was paid by check and
$1,237 was paid in cash. A total of
3,348 persons have registered for the
pool this year. Mr. Kaufmann also
said the first 500 persons (147 fami-
lies) on the list were allowed to pre-
register. April 12 is the deadline for
pool registration.

In other business, Mr. Kaufmann
said in terms of ongoing pool renova-
tions, “The contractor has removed
all the concrete at the pool that is to be
replaced, and an access pipe has been
put in between the men’s and
women’s rooms.”

“This contractor, Andy-Matt Inc.
of Mine Hill, is great, and he was
considerably less in his bid,” he said.

Assistant Recreation Director Dee
Kaufmann said 155 persons are al-
ready registered for the department’s
tennis program.

Bruce Kaufmann said, “There is a
group out working on Memorial Park
and it looks great, it’s in good shape.”

Dee Kaufmann said last year the
commission donated four-pool guest
passes as prizes to school-held auc-
tions and will do the same this year.
“The persons bidding on them are
not members,” she said.

She also reported that Mr.
Kaufmann was awarded a plaque for
“administrative excellence” by the
New Jersey Recreation and Park As-
sociation at the recreation conven-
tion held March 6-7 in Atlantic City.

Dimitri Costa of Central Avenue,
who is a Westfield High School stu-
dent and a candidate for Eagle Scout,
asked for the commission to approve
a project at Brightwood Park. The
project would entail using branches
that had been knocked off trees in the
October snowstorm to line the trail
around the lake.

“This would help to clean up de-
bris, and make a barrier for the trail,”
he said. The commission approved
the project.

N.J. Lawmakers Comment on Passing
Of Long-Time Rep. Donald Payne

WASHINGTON, D.C. – New Jer-
sey Congressional and state elected
officials this week remembered Rep.
Donald Payne (D-10th) on his pass-
ing last week from colon cancer. He
had served in Congress since 1989,
replacing Rep. Pete Rodino (D-
10th). The statements are as fol-
lows:

“I extend my deepest sympathy to
the family of Congressman Donald
Payne upon his passing. Congress-
man Payne occupies a unique place
in New Jersey history as the state’s
first African-American member of
Congress. His almost 24-year tenure
in the House of Representatives in-
cluded service as chair of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. It has been
my honor to serve in Congress with
Donald Payne and to serve in the
New Jersey Legislature with his
brother, William Payne.”  Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th)

“Congressman Payne was not only
a pioneer in New Jersey politics, he
was a thoroughly decent man and
public servant. I had the pleasure of
getting to know Don through our

shared representation of Millburn.
He lent gravitas to every cause he
championed, particularly his con-
cern for the poor, disadvantaged,
and oppressed the world over. His
work on AIDS prevention and treat-
ment in Africa will be an enduring
example of the very best America
has to offer as a leader in the world.
New Jersey’s divestiture of invest-
ments in the Sudan, legislation I was
proud to sponsor with Assembly-
man Bill Payne, was in part inspired
by the Congressman’s steadfast com-
mitment to human rights.”  State
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield).

“We have lost a true pioneer and a
champion for the working class with
the passing of Congressman Payne.
He was a gentleman and cared for
those he represented in Union County.
Congressman Payne was also a former
freeholder who had a great knowl-
edge of the different levels of govern-
ment. Our deepest sympathies go out
to his family during this time.” Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella.

Maint. Bld. Addition OK’d;
Echo Rest. Must Resubmit Plan

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Zoning Board of Ad-
justment, last Thursday night, ap-
proved a conceptual review and site
plan to construct an addition onto an
existing maintenance building and
retaining wall at Echo Lake Park.

The Union County maintenance
facility at Echo Lake Park is due to
get a retaining wall and a breeze way,
which will match the color of the
existing building. The breezeway will
attach a wash station to wash equip-
ment to the existing building. The
retaining wall would serve to divert
water from the hillside behind the
building to the lake and prevent it
from flowing across the park drive.

“This will be accomplished by an
underground draining system,” said
Emily Lancaster Vine of USA Archi-
tects of Somerville, project designer.
She further said the area surrounding
the maintenance building would be
grated so as to deter a water build-up.
The plans were approved.

ASC Mountainside Realty, 1450
Route 22, sought a site plan, change of
tenancy and change of use for physi-
cal therapy services. Victor Battaglia,
chief financial officer of Crest Physi-
cal Therapy, said the second floor of
the building would be used for physi-
cal therapy for persons after surgery
and would house offices and equip-
ment for persons undergoing rehabili-
tation. Mr. Battaglia said the company
would operate from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, with approxi-
mately three patients an hour or 19
total at any one time. Mr. Battaglia
said Crest often gets patient referrals
from podiatrists and other doctors.

ASC engineer Robert Freud said
his firm did a parking space analysis
in October, and there would be no
physical improvement at the site. The

building is 10,000 square feet. He said
the Crest professional office would
occupy 5,086 square feet. Children’s
Specialized Hospital and Charlie
Brown’s Restaurants also occupy
space in the building. The building has
10,000 square feet of of office space
of which Crest will occupy 5,086.

The board approved the applica-
tion, with conditions, that the park-
ing spaces should be restriped and
brought up to code. Two hundred
fourteen spaces were approved with
19 handicapped spots.

An application by Thrilos Realty
(Echo Park Restaurant And Grill),
1079 Route 22, which is on the site of
the former Echo Queen Diner, was
postponed until a new plan is filed
with the board. Thrios Realty ac-
quired the site two years ago.

“The plan will have to be presented
more than 20 days before the next
meeting. We won’t schedule another
date until we know what variances are
being sought. The application will be
rescheduled,” board attorney Vincent
Loughlin said. The next meeting will
be held on Thursday, April 12.

The American Aluminum Com-
pany, 230 Sheffield Road, came be-
fore the board for its plan to install
solar panels on the roof of a commer-
cial building, and to install a gas gen-
erator in the side yard of the building,
which requires a bulk variance. Com-
pany representatives said the panels
would produce 362 kws, which would
be 45 percent of the annual usage and
would be located on the roof. The
board approved the application with
the condition that a generator only be
used during business hours.

JMK Auto Sales, 391 Route 22, is
proposing to construct an extension
of stair towers and a vehicular ramp
to provide roof-top parking. The ap-
plication began but time prohibited
the application to be completed.


