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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IRISH DANCE...A young lady performs an Irish step dance at the St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser in Fanwood on Saturday
to benefit Fanwood and Scotch Plains Little League programs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IRISH FOR A DAY...Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella, center, and Jimmy
Marvosa get a beer from Flannery’s Pub’s Stephanie Kidd and Colleen Anderson
at the St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser in Fanwood on Saturday to benefit Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Little League programs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHAMROCKS GALORE...Brian Walter, owner of Flannery’s Pub, speaks with
Assemblywoman Linda Stender, center, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr at
the St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser in Fanwood on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Shelley Kusnetz
COMING SOON…Scotch Plains Councilman Mickey Marcus, Newmark School
student and Scotch Plains resident Andrew Baldwin and Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool attend the groundbreaking for a state-of-the-art facility at 1000
Cellar Avenue in Scotch Plains that will house Newmark School and Newmark
High School.

SP, FW Mayors Say Merger
Likely A Long Time Away

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – While the mayors of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are dis-
cussing a merger of the towns’ police
departments, a citizens group is con-
currently pursuing a study that could
lead to a complete consolidation of
the two municipalities.

In a letter published March 1,
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said she wishes to approach the pos-
sibility of a police merger and a full
municipal consolidation, which she
called “the wave of the future,” si-
multaneously.

Conversely, her Fanwood counter-
part, Colleen Mahr, recently told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
she has “heard the cry to continue on
with merging police departments”
but has “not heard the cry to consoli-
date the two towns.”

Acting independently, Courage to
Connect has sent an application to
the state Division of Local Govern-
ment Services and is submitting pa-
perwork to the Department of Com-
munity Affairs’ (DCA) Local Finance
Board (LFB). If approval was granted,
a study commission would be formed
and tasked with weighing the pros

and cons of consolidation. Poten-
tially in the fall of 2013, a referen-
dum would appear on voter ballots,
asking residents to decide the full
merger’s fate.

Lisa Ryan, public information of-
ficer for the DCA, confirmed that the
LFB would consider the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood application at an
upcoming meeting.

“As such, we cannot comment [fur-
ther], as the LFB and DCA’s Division
of Local Government Services will
be required to be a neutral regulator,”
she said.

Scotch Plains resident Fred Lange
was inspired to advance the idea
after hearing Courage to Connect
Executive Director Gina Genovese
speak at his church. Going door-to-
door to gauge the public’s interest,
Mr. Lange said about 97 percent of
Scotch Plains residents he spoke with
favored pursuing a consolidation
study, while 92 percent of Fanwood
respondents felt similarly.

He said he collected 1,014 valid
signatures. Many told him a study
was “long overdue” and were in fa-
vor of “anything to reduce taxes.”
Those who declined to sign cited a
potential loss of municipal identity, a
factor Courage to Connect disputes,
as a primary factor.

“[Ms. Genovese] emphasized the
fact that the [merging] communities
do not lose their identity,” he said.
“Fanwood would still have Fanny
Wood Day and opportunities for its
own celebrations.”

A previous shared-services study
administered by the two communi-
ties arrived at a savings of $2 million,
“and we think we can save more than
that by actually combining the two
municipalities,” Mr. Lange said.

Mayor Malool has said even if a
merger of the two towns cut the mu-
nicipal portion of tax bills in half it
would only save about $900 a year
for the average taxpayer in the two
towns.

Clerks in both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood found fault with Courage
to Connect’s petition effort; Scotch
Plains’ clerk said the minimum num-
ber of signatures had not been
achieved, and Fanwood’s clerk be-
lieved that the petition was “mislead-
ing.”

Mayor Malool said Courage to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WFPD St. Patrick’s
Day DWI Check Points

WESTFIELD – The police depart-
ment will increase its Driving While
Intoxicated (DWI) enforcement ef-
forts on Saint Patrick’s Day, Satur-
day, March 17. The increased en-
forcement will include additional
police patrols and a DWI Checkpoint
during the late evening and early
morning hours.

The DWI Checkpoint is being con-
sidered for one or more of the follow-
ing locations: Central Avenue, East
Broad Street, North Avenue, South
Avenue and Springfield Avenue.

“Whether you are celebrating Saint
Patrick’s Day by meeting friends at a
local restaurant or bar or attending a
local parade, you shouldn’t drink and
drive, ” stated Westfield Police Cap-
tain David Wayman.

CenCom Taking 9-1-1 Calls As
County Looks to Assume Dispatch

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Since CenCom, the medi-
cal 9-1-1 dispatch center for multiple
area rescue squads and paramedic
units, announced its impending clo-
sure nearly a month ago it is still
unknown who will be taking the 9-1-
1 calls in the region.

Established in 1981, CenCom is
based out of Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit and is responsible for
the dispatching of 18 paramedic units,
Atlantic Air One helicopter, three fire
departments and many area rescue
squads, including Scotch Plains,
Clark, Mountainside, Springfield and
Summit. CenCom also served as a
coordinating center for the National
Disaster Medical System for the State
of New Jersey and supplied a mobile
communications unit for major inci-
dents.

On February 22 Jeff Behm, senior
vice-president of MONOC, a hospi-

tal service corporation which runs a
dispatch center out of Wall Town-
ship, sent a letter to the municipali-
ties, fire and rescue squads serviced
by CenCom announcing that
CenCom would close within 30 days
and that MONOC would assume all
of the dispatch duties.

However, two days later Richard
Donovan, director of Atlantic Ambu-
lance Corporation, sent a letter to all
of its customers announcing
CenCom’s plans to close, but saying,
“At this time no decision has been
made regarding a vendor or transi-
tion date.”

The Union County dispatch center
located in Westfield is staffed with
dispatchers who are certified to handle
medical calls, and the county is work-
ing on an expansion to be ready to
take on any and all of the Union
County towns currently serviced by
CenCom.

“We certainly will have the capa-
bility,” Union County Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Mr.
Moran said the county expects the
expansion of its dispatch center to be
complete in approximately one
month. He added that Mr. Donovan

has “assured” the county that there is
no set time line for CenCom’s clo-
sure.

He also said the county is in nego-
tiations with multiple municipalities
to take over their dispatching, but
that nothing is finalized. The county
additionally is putting the infrastruc-
ture in place with plans to take over
the role of EMS mutual aid coordina-
tion.

“We want to incorporate those ser-
vices into our county dispatch,” Mr.
Moran told The Times.

While no rescue squad or fire de-
partment officials would comment
on the record as to whether they would
be moving their calls to Union County,
MONOC or even perhaps one of the
other private dispatch centers in the
state, more than 300 people have
joined the Save CenCom cause on
Facebook. While the account admin-
istrator declined to reveal his or her
name for fear of professional reper-
cussions, that person and other mem-
bers of the EMS community have
been critical of MONOC’s dispatch-
ing, saying that calls at CenCom are
dispatched in an average of 15 sec-
onds, whereas MONOC takes up to
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Mirabella Supports WF
Decision on Central Light

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella de-
clined last Thursday to intervene in
the controversy over installation of a
HAWK designed mid-block pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Av-
enue in Westfield. His comments fol-
lowed pleas by a retired Westfield
police officer and resident who asked
the county to replace the HAWK sig-
nal with a standard traffic signal at
the intersection of Central and Clo-
ver Street.

Freeholder Mirabella responded
that the county “has always deferred
to the municipalities in a joint con-
struction” project. “And it was their
responsibility thereafter to maintain
the light.” He said the Central Avenue
light was a joint project with Westfield
that dates back five years.

“We agreed that was the right place
to put it. I support the Westfield reso-
lution they passed on February 14,”
Freeholder Mirabella said. “I am not
in favor of moving the light to the
corner. I think it is safe where it is.
And that’s my personal opinion, al-
though I appreciate your comments.”

Greg Kasko, a retired Westfield
police officer, had asked the county
to follow the recommendations of a
report from Pennoni Associates,
which recommended that a standard
light be placed at the corner of Cen-

tral and Clover.
“...It is incumbent on the part of

this county to abide by the recom-
mendation of their own experts,” Mr.
Kasko said, saying the freeholders
should “not get caught up in the petty
political” decision made by Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the town
council.

The HAWK light is located in front
of the Central Avenue home of Edina
Enculescu. She said some 20 area
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Study Projects Cost of Rink
At Oak Ridge at $8.8 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The first estimate for
a skating center at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark, which would replace the
Warinanco Skating Center in Eliza-
beth, would cost $8.8 million, ac-
cording to a copy of a feasibility
study recently completed for Union
County and obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The report indicates, however, that
the cost of labor, steel and other fac-
tors could cause that number to jump.
In addition, the cost of financing was
not factored, although construction
management was estimated. Rink
Management of Mechanicsville, Va.,
which performed the study, stated
that the new Oak Ridge skating cen-
ter would service a 10-mile area that
would “produce enough revenue to
offset the cost of construction.”

Unlike Warinanco, which is a five-
month facility open from October to
March, the Oak Ridge rink would be
a year-round, two-sheet facility.

Warinanco has one ice surface.
“A threat that faces the building of

the facility is keeping construction
costs in line due to having all-union
labor construction projects. Due to
economic climates, construction costs
could increase dramatically with steel
pricing and the rising cost of fuel and
electric,” Rink Management reported.
The report also said implementing a
“green” energy efficient building
could increase costs to implement
such technology as well as mainte-
nance, although energy costs would
be reduced.

In addition, the report states that
the county is reviewing regulations
that might require the skating center
to be located “where the sides of the
building will need to be able to open
to create pavilions in the park.”

“If this is required due to open
space laws, this will add additional
costs and operating challenges for
the ice rinks during the spring and
summer,” according to the report.
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