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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEARNING EXPERIENCE…Cub Scouts from McKinley School in Westfield
visit The Westfield Leader office to learn about how a newspaper is made in order
to fulfill a badge requirement. A good time was had by all…can’t you tell?

GOOD READ...Bruce Paterson of Garwood shows the Whitney Houston funeral
article in The Westfield Leader to the wild horses on Assateague Island, Maryland.

READ ON...Mark LoGrippo,  councilman for Westfield’s Third Ward, reads to
students of Holy Trinity Interparochial School, Mountainside campus, as part of
their Read Across America Read-A-Thon. The students are attempting to read
5,000 books this month and are enjoying having guest readers each week as well
as reading at home and in the classroom.

EXCELLENT JOB...Westfield Recre-
ation Director Bruce Kaufmann was
awarded a plaque for “administrative
excellence” by the New Jersey Recre-
ation and Park Association at the rec-
reation convention held March 6-7 in
Atlantic City. See story on page 2.
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CenCom
been critical of MONOC’s dispatch-
ing, saying that calls at CenCom
are dispatched in an average of 15
seconds, whereas MONOC takes
up to two minutes.

Save CenCom also raised con-
cerns that if the 18 paramedic units
CenCom currently dispatches
(which are owned and operated by
different hospitals) go to separate
dispatch centers, patient care may
be delayed and compromised if
multiple phone calls need to be
made when Advanced Life Support
(ALS) is needed.

A rumor also has been circulat-
ing in the EMS community that
Atlantic was either looking to, or
had already, struck a deal with
MONOC to essentially trade the
CenCom dispatch center for
MONOC’s medevac helicopter.
NorthStar and SouthStar medevac
helicopters, owned by the State of
New Jersey and piloted by the State
Police, serve as the primary emer-
gency medevac helicopters for most
portions of the state, but Atlantic
and MONOC do provide emergency
air transport if the state helicopter
is unavailable and answer as the
primary helicopter in certain areas.
The private helicopters also pro-
vide patient transports from one
hospital to another. Overlook’s ap-
plication to install a helipad at its
facility was rejected by the Summit
Planning Board in 2010. Both com-
panies also provide basic life sup-
port ambulance services for both
911 and inter-hospital transport.

Repeated phone calls to Mr.
Donovan and Atlantic Health
System’s public relations depart-
ment were not returned as of press
time.

ments. “But we’re still not at the num-
bers that we want to get to yet,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

Mr. Faella said the county efficiency
task force that he created last year is
continuing  to review department ex-
penses to reduce county expenses.
Some $800,000 in savings has already
been recommended and Mr. Faella said
the task force is looking at everything
from fuel usage to “how much we pay
on toner to how much we pay on tolls
and E-ZPass.”

In other business, the board adopted
two ordinances on second reading re-
garding the financing of the $45-mil-
lion, 78,000-square-foot family court
building to be constructed at 10 Cherry
Street in Elizabeth. The county has said
the structure was necessary as a solu-
tion to state fire-code violations in the
tower of the Union County Courthouse.
The payments will be $1.8 million
beginning in 2013 and continue for 11
years during which time they will
increase as more principal on the debt
is added into the payments. The bonds
are payable over 30 years.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
called the amount of money being spent
“extravagant” and the project a “boon-
doggle.” He also questioned the effi-
ciency of the construction.

In addition to construction costs, Mr.
Sullivan said the $45 million would
include demolition of the existing build-
ing and financing cost. Officials said
the building also would house the of-
fices of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority, which were located in
the current building  on the site, as well
as offices for  sheriff’s officers.

According to the county’s website,
71 percent of the building would be
operated by the courts, 24 percent by
the county and 4 percent by the Union
County Improvement Authority. Six

family courtrooms will be included.
Summit Councilmen David

Bomgaars, Patrick Hurley and Robert
Rubino continued to ask the freehold-
ers to look for ways to bring down the
county taxes in Summit. They said the
city pays $29 million in county taxes,
amounting to 10 percent of the total
county tax levy.

The freeholders collectively said
county tax rates are not set by the
freeholders, but by the Board of Taxa-
tion and are based on property values,
not total population, as part of the state’s
equalization formula. They said Sum-
mit had some residents housed in the
county jail in 2012 and the city also
takes advantage of the sheriff’s mu-
nicipal transport program for munici-
pal prisoners to the county jail for pro-
cessing. In addition, they said Summit
benefited from preservation of the
former 63-acre American Water prop-
erty for $9 million and a 5.3-acre prop-
erty on Glenside Avenue for $4 mil-
lion, both paid out of the Union County
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Trust Fund.

In other business, Freeholder
Mirabella said the second installment of
the Union County Means Business net-
working business series attracted 250
represewenntatives of business and gov-
ernment. Assemblymen Joseph Cryan
(D-20, Union) and Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) were among those who
spoke. James Hughes of the Edward J.
Bloustein School of Planning and Pub-
lic Policy at Rutgers University and Carl
Van Horn of the John J. Heldrich Center
for Workforce Development at Rutgers
also gave a presentation.

Freeholder Mirabella said Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who is em-
ployed at Merck, which hosted the
event, introduced him to senior Merck
employees he works with.
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Union County Freeholders

CF Police Chief Addresses
Audiotape Controversy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Two weeks after
the surfacing of an 8-year-old
Internet audiotape in which he ut-
tered an off-color joke in a tele-
phone conversation with his son,
township Police Chief Eric Mason
said on Tuesday those comments
were “not indicative of the career I
have had or the person that I am.”
He said he regretted if anyone had
been offended by his remarks and
lamented that a tape of “a private
conversation” had been “exploited”
by someone in order to “divide the
community and to embarrass me.”

The audiotape was made public
by an anonymous poster on the
YouTube website the day after the
announcement of Mr. Mason’s el-
evation to township administrator
after eight years heading the police
department. On the tape, Mr. Ma-
son is heard in a telephone conver-
sation with his son shortly after Mr.
Mason was named Cranford’s first
African-American police chief in
2003. He jokes to his son that his
day was going well because he
“didn’t have to kill any white
people.”

Mr. Mason’s comments at
Tuesday’s township committee
meeting were met with applause
from the dozen or so residents in
attendance, as well as from the five
township committee members.
Commissioner Kevin Campbell said
he was “proud to serve” with Mr.
Mason, while Mayor David
Robinson delivered a defense of
Mr. Mason’s appointment and of
Mr. Mason himself. The mayor,
noting that the township committee
had investigated the audiotape eight
years ago, said he did not believe it
was anything more than a “mis-
guided joke.” Mr. Mason, he de-
clared, “is the right person for the
job” of township administrator.

In other business, the committee
announced that Government Strat-
egy Group, a private consulting
firm, has been hired as the
township’s chief financial officer
for the remainder of the year. The
firm will be paid $100,800 through
December, according to Mr. Ma-
son, who is acting administrator
until the end of May, when he will
retire from the police department
prior to assuming the
administrator’s duties on a full-time

basis.
Commissioner Lisa Adubato Nesi

said the search for a new police
chief is underway, with letters of
intent having been sent to qualified
lieutenants and captains within the
police department seeking their in-
terest in the position. She said ap-
plication packages had been sent to
the four individuals who replied in
the affirmative. Those packages will
be completed and returned to the
township committee, which will
then schedule personal interviews
with the candidates. Ms. Adubato
Nesi said the committee would be
assisted by a non-Union County
police chief who will provide con-
sulting advice during the search pro-
cess.

At the beginning of its 75-minute
meeting, the committee approved
an ordinance raising the height limi-
tation on residences in the R-1
through R-7 zones from 30 feet to
32 feet. This change, said Commis-
sioner Campbell, will allow houses
to be built up to that height without
the need to secure a variance.

Briefly addressing the latest news
regarding the Birchwood Avenue
development, Township Attorney
Phil Morin said the township must
take several actions to comply with
a judge’s December order allowing
work at the site to go forward. He
said the planning board will dis-
cuss at its Wednesday, April 4 meet-
ing proposed changes to the
township’s master plan to allow
multi-family affordable housing at
the Birchwood Avenue site. And
the township committee, he said,
will be required to pass an ordi-
nance to formalize such a designa-
tion. Once those moves are made,
the township will then certify to the
court that it is in compliance with
the judge’s order. Then, Mr. Morin
said, the municipal government can
formally file an appeal of the judge’s
order.

In other matters, some further
discussion of the proposed 2012
municipal budget will delay its in-
troduction until Tuesday, March 27.
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins said
the township committee had gone
through the budget “line by line”
on Monday night, but still had some
items that needed to be looked at.

Later in the meeting, Democratic
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
said the township’s 2011 audit
showed a larger-than-anticipated
surplus at year’s end of $2 million.
He called it a “stunning turnaround
in the town’s fiscal health” from a
year earlier, when the 2011 town-
ship committee, newly controlled
by Democrats, faced what Mr.
O’Malley said was a deficit.

Mayor Robinson, a Republican
who was a commissioner on the
GOP-controlled committee in 2010,
took exception to Mr. O’Malley’s
characterization, calling it “a whole
lot of demagoguery” and saying
that the audit had found that there
had not been a deficit at the start of
2011, but rather a surplus of
$543,000.

Garwood Tax Levy to Rise
3.5 Percent in 2012

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Borough
Council unanimously introduced a $7.16-
million budget on Tuesday that manages
to stay within the state-mandated 2-per-
cent ceiling, but results in a $105 munici-
pal increase per household.

The borough’s tax levy – the amount
to be collected through taxation – will be
$5.415 million, a 3.5-percent jump from
last year’s $5.23-million levy. The in-
crease will result in a $105 spike in the
municipal portion of property taxes for
homes assessed at $100,000; the average
Garwood home is assessed at $103,000.

Responding to a question by Bruce
Paterson, Councilman Jim Mathieu sum-
marized that the budget “was below the
statutory requirements of the misnamed
2-percent cap. The actual tax increase,
using math, is 3.5 percent.” A true 2-
percent tax-levy spike would have re-
sulted in a jump of $108,000, he said; this
year’s levy rose $190,000.

After the meeting, Mr. Mathieu told
The Westfield Leader that the main “bud-
get buster” was healthcare increases for
all public workers. Healthcare costs rose
11 percent to $890,000, “and this was
after larger employee contributions,” Mr.
Mathieu noted.

Finance Chairwoman Sara Todisco
formally unveiled the budget telling The
Leader that most importantly, the budget
will keep all services at their present
levels.

“Where it allowed, we also increased
funding for recreation, by $2,000, as well
as for seniors,” she said. “HUD (The
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment) cut certain programs dramati-
cally, and we had to supplement their
budget to keep the senior programs in-
tact.”

Mr. Mathieu noted that Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority charges, which
have crippled other neighboring towns,
were dropping $65,000, to $435,000.

“I’m ecstatic about that number,” he
said.

Through the budget process,
Garwood’s finance team approached the
fire-prevention department and library,
requesting that they return unused re-
serves to the taxpayers by providing these
funds as revenues for the municipality,
Ms. Todisco said in her report. She
thanked both departments for their con-
sideration despite the fire-prevention de-
partment declining the offer, to return
$3,800, and the library being legally un-
able to do so.

She noted that it was “unclear” if the
library had the power to donate its excess
of $28,000 back to the borough. Mr.
Mathieu said that by law, until the library
reaches $46,000 in excess funds, it is not
deemed to have a “true surplus” that can
be returned to the municipality.

Therefore, the finance committee de-
cided to increase the library’s in-kind
fees by $8,000, to $46,000; the $46,000
figure represents the actual amount of

money the borough spends in funding the
library. “They had previously only given
us $38,000, so we’re raising it to be the
actual cost. So, in essence, we are not
supplementing the library,” Ms. Todisco
said.

“Although we are increasing the fee,
the library has run surpluses year after
year,” she said. “They can afford to pay
what their actual fees are. Not a penny
more or less.”

Mr. Mathieu, the mayor’s representa-
tive to the library, said, “The sentiment in
the room [at a recent library board of
trustees’ meeting] was ‘how much are we
giving back?’ People were very open.
They understand they’re custodians of
taxpayer money, and they wanted to give
it back...They were willing to return the
money, but according to state law, they
were not allowed to.”

Ms. Todisco agreed, saying, “The li-
brary seemed very willing to give back;
they see the burden and want to help us.
So we really appreciate the library look-
ing at this.”

In regards to the fire-prevention de-
partment, the finance committee has rec-
ommended to reduce the department’s
appropriations to its 2011 level of
$26,000. The department will keep its
reserve and can spend that on vehicle
repairs, for example.

The budget process will undergo a public
hearing at the Tuesday, April 10 meeting.

During the workshop session that pre-
ceded the regular agenda meeting, Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi said the borough is con-
sidering a measure to “outsource” its
crossing guards; she said the matter was
forwarded to the Police Committee.

Councilman Keith Sluka clarified, say-
ing, “The issue wasn’t outsourcing the
crossing guards. The issue was trying to
eliminate paying unemployment insur-
ance (UI) for seasonal workers.”

Mr. Mathieu said it was “scandalous”
to file for UI benefits when working a
seasonal job. He deemed it a type of
“corruption, government waste and abuse
that drives people nuts.” Later, he called
it “offensive” that all 11 guards file.

The mayor said the committee would
look into the matter but told Mr. Mathieu
that “as the law is written, they are en-
titled to it.”

In other news, the Easter Egg Hunt
will take place on Saturday, March 31, at
the Little League field.

The Garwood P.B.A. Local 117 will
present “Help for Greg” on Thursday,
May 10, at The Westwood banquet hall.
Marine Cpl. Greg Caron, a friend of
Local 117, was seriously injured by an
improvised explosive device (IED) while
serving in Afghanistan. He lost both of
his legs, a finger and broke his collar-
bone. The P.B.A. is hosting a benefit to
assist the Caron family during this time.
Some of the proceeds will help alleviate
the cost of his day-to-day bills and go
towards installing a handicap ramp at his
home. To learn more, e-mail
garwoodcivicassociation@gmail.com.

the county is reviewing regulations
that might require the skating center to
be located “where the sides of the
building will need to be able to open to
create pavilions in the park.”

“If this is required due to open space
laws, this will add additional costs and
operating challenges for the ice rinks
during the spring and summer,” ac-
cording to the report.

County officials have said the cen-
ter would be part of a master plan to
redevelop Oak Ridge as both a passive
and active park. Oak Ridge had been
a county golf course before being
closed in 2009 after posting a $400,000
deficit.

Rink Management envisions that
construction on a new rink would take
10 months to complete. The report
also projects that the facility could
operate at a $400,000 to $500,000
annual profit by taking advantage of
holding special events such as adult
hockey, public skating and birthday
parties,  restaurant services, private
events and pro shop rental. The center
also would be home to seven high-
school hockey teams that currently
use Warinanco, as well as youth spring
leagues and summer camps.

“Any facility’s success is very de-
pendent on a myriad of factors. The

location makes this project feasible,
but many steps would have to be taken
to assure maximum revenue realiza-
tion. Marketing, advertising, promo-
tions, program mix, quality programs,
the correct staff, and good manage-
ment all play together to make a great
facility,” according to the report.

Rink Management estimates that
annual operational costs would run in
the $1.7-million range, $717,000 of
which would be payroll, with rev-
enues around $2.1 million. The report
indicates that shutting one of the sheets
of ice during the off-peak time from
April through July could increase prof-
its by $100,000.

Rink Management reported that it
reached out to the seven high schools
and two hockey organizations that uti-
lize Warinanco. Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Arthur Johnson in
Clark, Cranford, Jonathan Dayton in
Springfield, Governor Livingston in
Berkeley Heights and Summit all use
the Elizabeth rink. According to the
report, the high schools indicated they
would look to increase ice time in the
new center. They also said the pro-
posed location is closer to their schools
than Warinanco and, thus, would re-
duce travel time and allow practices to
start earlier and go later.
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Oak Ridge Ice Rink

payments will be due July 1. The fee is
expected to generate over $1.3 million
to offset the town’s $3,548,584 bill
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), a nearly $250,000
increase over last year.

During the presentation of the bud-
get via PowerPoint, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky said, “We really don’t have a
spending problem here in Westfield,
but we do have a revenue problem.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea de-
livered the budget presentation. He said
the town would raise $24.9 million in
tax revenue and $16.2 million in other
revenue to support the budget, as well
as $3 million in state aid and $1.575
million in reserve for uncollected taxes.
The tax levy came in under the state’s
required 2 percent cap. The total amount
the town is collecting in taxes is down
due to successful tax appeals and be-
cause the collection rate is at 98 per-
cent, where it used to be 99 percent.

In addition to the sewer fee, the town
anticipates $608,000 in revenue from
municipal court collections, $1,776,000
in parking fees, $800,000 from the
building department, $467,000 in mis-
cellaneous fees, $410,625 for cable
franchising, $347,840 in interest and
$552,149 from the regional health de-
partment.

Salaries and wages total $15.7 mil-
lion for 2012, which is down just over
1 percent from last year, and brings
the line item to the same level it was
in 2005. Operations expenses and
debt service are up 4.77 percent and
2.7 percent, respectively. The town’s
expenses for the pension systems for
public employees and firefighters de-
creased by $462,094 from 2011, and
through a cooperative buying pro-
gram the town was able to save

$10,000 on utility expenses.
The average assessed home of

$182,300 will see an increase of $79 in
their tax bill.

Resident Jeff Bash told the council
that he felt the sewer fee was unfair as
it is not based on usage. He also said he
thought it was unfair to senior citizens
who are on fixed incomes, and that by
removing it from the property tax bill
residents will no longer be able to
deduct it on their tax returns.

Maureen Kehoe told the council that
she is, “philosophically opposed to tack-
ing on a fee that is essentially a tax.”
She said that more people are telling
her that they are selling their homes, or
planning to, because of the property tax
burden.

Mayor Skibitsky told the public that
the average tax bill in Westfield is
$14,000 and that only $2,400 of that
goes to the municipal government,
while the remainder goes to the county
and school board.

The full budget and PowerPoint pre-
sentation will be available on the town’s
website www.westfieldnj.gov.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing the
mayor to sign the police union con-
tract. The details of the contract will be
made public following its ratification
by the union and signing by the mayor.

The council also approved the Down-
town Westfield Corporation’s $409,605
budget for 2012. The budget calls for
$169,832 in salaries and wages and
$239,773 in “other expenses.”

At the end of the meeting the coun-
cil went into closed session to dis-
cuss “police chief recruitment” fol-
lowing the recent announcement of
Police Chief John Parizeau’s retire-
ment.
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Westfield Council

million to the bond would improve the
field and could fund a turf field. She
noted that a report originally done in
2010 stated that the field needed work
because of its “continuous use.” She
stated that because of budget restric-
tions this report has been “put on the
back burner.” She also noted that a turf
field could sustain “continuous play.”

Mr. Duthie did note that the $1.5
million needed for the turf field would
be an addition to the $13,600,000 bond.

Board member Ann Cary stated her
concern for the swift decision making
for the bond by only giving people a
two-week time frame to make a deci-
sion. She also thought the district should
reach out to the state to let them know
how the roofs are in such disrepair.

“It’s not like we need the money for
a program that we want. It’s a need for
the safety and well-being of our stu-
dents and school community,” she
said.

Board President Richard Mattessich
agreed and noted that for the last two
years the district has tried to take ad-
vantage of solar power programs, but
could not do so because of the roof
conditions. He noted that twice the
district has tried to find companies to
bid on the project and failed because

of the roofs. Union County also re-
jected Westfield in its solar program.

A brief presentation was also given
by Acting Business Administration
Vincent Yaniro regarding the athletic
and transportation portion of the 2012-
2013 school budget. According Mr.
Yaniro, 1.2 percent of the total 2012-
2013 budget is dedicated to 31 sports
and 73 teams within the district. He
also noted that a girls’ golf team was
just added to the district and that 40
percent of the student population par-
ticipates in sports programs.

He concluded by saying that 2.9
percent of the budget represented the
transportation portion of the budget.
“We contract all of our bus routes. The
district does not own any buses,” he
said.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing is scheduled for this Tuesday,
March 20. The public hearing on the
district budget is set for the Tuesday,
March 27 meeting. There will no
public vote on the budget as the school
election has been moved to Novem-
ber and only school budgets that ex-
ceed the state’s 2 percent cap will
appear on the ballot. Westfield offi-
cials have said the district is within
the cap.
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